
 

The Church of Christ the King Medford, MN 
P.O. Box 120, 205 2ND AVENUE NW 

MEDFORD, MN 55049  (507)-451-4845 

Mon. Sept. 21, 2020  Living & deceased members     
                                     of Johnson/Jardine family 
 

Fri. Sep. 25, 2020  NO 9am Mass, NO 7pm Confessions 
 

Sat. Sep. 26, 2020  Parishioners  

Parish Staff: 

Pastor: Fr. Jim Starasinich ................................ (507)451-4845 
              E-mail--pastor@stjosephowatonna.org 
              Fr. Starasinich is available most Mondays & Fridays   
              at 9:30am at Christ the King Rectory and upon request 
Parish Administrator:  Al Christenson  ............ (507)451-4845 
Senior Priest Assisting:   Fr. Robert Herman 
Religious Education Director: Jenna Sammon  
Contact: medfordcatholicyouth@gmail.com or (507)451-4845 
 

Mass Schedule: Saturday - Mass 5:30pm  
                                  Monday and Friday - Mass 9am 
Parish Office:  
Contact St. Joseph Parish,  512 S. Elm Ave, Owatonna 
Phone: (507)451-4845 
Hours: 9:00am-4:00pm Mon-Thurs; 9:00am-3:00pm Fri 
E-mail: parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Christ the King Website: https://christthekingmedfordmn.org/  
 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 9/20/20 

 

Christ the King Mass Schedule: 
Saturday 5:30pm, Monday & Friday  9am 

 

Confession:  Friday 7pm  
 

St. Joseph Weekend Mass Schedule:   

Saturday 4:00pm*, Sunday 8:00 and 10:00am 
* Saturday 4pm mass livestreamed on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/ 

 

25th Sunday 
in Ordinary 

Time 
September 
20, 2020 

Attention: Email/Phone Scam!  If you receive an 
email, text or phone call from Fr. Jim asking you to help 
him with gift cards, money, etc, PLEASE DISREGARD. 
Fr. Jim, St. Joseph Church and Christ the King Church 
would never make requests like these to parishioners or 
anyone else.  We apologize for any confusion. 

 

2020 Confirmation:  Wednesday, October 7th at 

7:00 PM with Bishop Quinn at St. Joseph Church. 

(This is for candidates from St. Joseph and Christ the 

King who didn’t receive the sacrament last spring due to 

Covid-19.)  
 

**Confirmation practice for candidates and sponsors 
(if possible) will be on Sunday, October 4th at 6pm in 
St. Joseph Church.  
 

Fr. Jim will be available to hear confessions after practice 
is finished (6:30pm).  

Robert Cardinal Sarah, Prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacra-
ments, recently issued a letter, with the approval of Pope Francis, entitled, “Let us return to the Eucharist 
with joy!”  Addressed to the Presidents of the Episcopal Conferences of the Catholic Church, it  is a very 
encouraging word about the necessity and urgency of returning “to the normality of Christian life, which has 
the church building as its home and the celebration of the liturgy, especially the Eucharist, as ‘the summit 
toward which the activity of the Church is directed; at the same time it is the font from which all her power 
flows’ (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 10).”  He continues: “Aware that God never abandons the humanity He 
has created, and that even the hardest trials can bear fruits of grace, we have accepted our distance from 
the Lord’s altar as a time of Eucharistic fasting, useful for us to rediscover its vital importance, beauty and 
immeasurable preciousness.  As soon as possible, however, we must return to the Eucharist with a purified 
heart, with a renewed amazement, with an increased desire to meet the Lord, to be with him, to receive him 
and to bring him to our brothers and sisters with the witness of a life of faith, love and hope.  This time of 
deprivation gives us the grace to understand the heart of our brothers and sisters, the martyrs of Abitinae 
(beginning of the 4

th
 century), who answered their judges with serene determination, despite a sure death 

sentence: “Sine Dominico non possumus”.  The absolute verb non possumus (we cannot) and the signifi-
cance of the neuter noun Dominicum (that which is the Lord’s) cannot be translated with a single word.”  
The Cardinal then offers six points for meditation on the words we cannot.  Christian life, participation in the 
Sacrifice of the Cross, the banquet of the Eucharist, the Christian community, the house of the Lord, and 
the Lord’s Day all encompass the meaning that the Abitinae martyrs expressed in that simple phrase “Sine 
Dominico non possumus”. 
 

God is so generous, as we hear in today’s Gospel, that we can understand the gratitude of these early 
Christian martyrs.  Encountering God and growing in that relationship with the Almighty in the midst of a 
secularized world is our great challenge.  The advances we have made since the time of Jesus Christ 
makes it look as if we have progressed towards the solution to the meaning of our existence.  Yet, a micro-
scopic virus has stopped the world in her tracks and we must humbly admit that we are not gods!  We have 
not conquered this world but Someone has and we have forgotten about Him!  Jesus Christ rose from the 
dead and He has told us, over and over, “Be not afraid!  It is I!  I have overcome the world!”  May we Chris-
tians rediscover truly what we live for and why we rest on Sundays.  Faith is about focusing on Jesus and 
the promise of eternal life.  “Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s” (Romans 14:8)! 
 

God Love You!!! Fr. Jim Starasinich 

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/


Happy Birthday!  Sep 21-27 LaVonne Amberg, 

Lester Schalm, Maxwell Prondzinski, Peter Hein, 

Jennifer Jones, Kaylee Sammon, Tammy Amberg, 

Sherry Keller, Mike Caron, Mae Maas, Dennis Morgan 

 

Please keep the following in your prayers:    
           

Luella Heim, Caleb Svenby, Dave Arnold, Barbara  
Steinbauer, Ann Willette, Jean Larson, Carolyn Willette, 
Kris Maas, Lawrence Giefer, Don Schultz, Mary Jean 
Malecha, Jim Thibodeau, Fr. Edward Mountain, Fr.  
Robert Herman, Tammy Pumper, Merle Gostomczik, 
and all who are ill. Please call the St. Joseph parish  
office to add to this list.       

A Sign of Contradiction  
See reflection for Sunday, September 20, 2020 
at: https://www.4lpi.com/blog/a-sign-of-contradiction/  
  

Prayer:  
  

My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love Thee! 
I beg pardon for those who do not believe, do not hope 
and do not love Thee.  Amen.              -Prayer of Fatima  

 

Faithful Citizenship  - We have heard that we should 
“form our consciences” in preparation for making a deci-
sion for the elections.  But how do we do this?   On Oct 
3rd at 10 am, join us and presenter Dr. Bernard Evans 
(Professor Emeritus - St. John’s University) for his 
presentation: How to Approach Voting Around Issues 
of the Common Good.   
Registration required – for more in-
fo. or to register please contact Lisa  
Kremer at lkremer@ccsomn.org. 

 

Sunday, September 27, 2020 is Priest-
hood Sunday, a day dedicated to 
thanking our priests.  This is a day to 
tell Father how much you appreciate 

him and his hard work and dedication to our parish.  Thank 
you Father for being our Shepherd.  
   

Our parish priests are some of the hardest working members 
of the Church. The typical parish priest works every weekend 
and holiday and only gets one day off a week, not to mention 
they are being asked to care for more souls and take on 
more responsibilities and roles than ever before. 
 

SERRA US asked a few parish priests how we could best let 
them know we are thankful for them and all the work they do 
for us. Here are a some of the responses.  More to follow.  
   

19 Ways to Let Your Priest Know You Appreciate Them 
 

1. Pray for Your Priest(s) 
“The most important thing a parishioner can do for his/her 
priest is pray for them. It’s just good to know that they pray 
for us every day.” 
“A rosary, a holy hour, a small offering or a daily suffering  
offered for the priest.” 
“Send cards to priests with assurances of prayer for their  
intentions.” 
“The offering of prayers for the priest and his ministry.  (It is  
a great joy to know of prayers since I know that my life and 
ministry are only as fruitful as the people praying for me.)” 
    

8. Say Thank You 
“Thank the priest for every Mass. Even if you do not neces-
sarily like the priest, as the Mass is always about the pres-
ence of Jesus.” 
“Even something as simple as saying to the priest after con-
fession "Thank you for your ministry and I will pray for you" 
can mean a great deal.”  “Make a video asking random pa-
rishioners one thing they would like to thank Father for.” 
 

You are welcome to join us for Thursday 1 PM  
call-in Rosaries during Covid.  Contact JoAnn  
Eichten, SERRA, for more info.  507-213-9097. 

Patriotic Rosary  
 

Please join us at St. Joseph Church on  
the following Tuesdays at 6:30pm: 

 

Sep. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27 & (Mon) Nov. 2  

Cross Catholic Outreach wishes 
to thank you for the welcome 
you extended to Fr. LaCanne on 

our recent visit to your parish.  On behalf of the poorest of 
the poor, we thank you for having shared in their lives.  
May our Lord continue to bless all of you for your love and 
support. 

 

 

A public Rosary Rally will be held on  
Saturday, Oct. 10th at 12:00pm, @ Sacred 

Heart Cemetery, by the cross & altar 
 

Rosary sponsored by: America needs Fatima. Over 20,000 
rallies will take place across the U.S. on this day. 
 

Please join us in prayer for forgiveness of our sins against 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and pray for the good of our 
country. If inclement weather, meet at St. Joseph Church 
12:15pm. (Take note of the different place and time from last 
year.) Questions, call Steve: 507-456-4969. 

 

The annual Peter Schneider memorial  
Rosary March will be held on Sunday Oct. 
11th at Sacred Heart Cemetery @ 1pm. 
  

Please join us in this annual prayer for our 
past family members and friends.  
 

If inclement weather, meet at St. Joseph Church, 1:15pm. 
 

Questions, call Steve: 507-456-4969.  

A note form Deacon Pat and Joann Fagan: 
 

Fifteen and a half years ago God had a plan for me I was not aware of, a change of heart and attitude for me I was not  
expecting.  He opened my eyes to see that for years I had followed my own plans, uprooting wife and children to go where 
I wanted to go, to follow MY dreams.  He told me, “Listen to your wife.”, and, reluctantly, I did, and He placed us where we 
needed to be, here in Owatonna. 
 

Although we were now physically closer to our son and daughter and their families, I didn’t expect that we would also be a 
part of a much larger family – YOU.  You took in strangers and accepted them as one of your own.  The love you have 
shown us over the years is truly the love of family, and so you are to us.  And just as I have seen so many of the children of 
our parishes leave town for schools and places abroad, now once again Joann and I also must move on and say “Good 
bye, God bless.” 
 

Over the years you have invited us into your homes.  When we needed assistance and help you responded to our calls.  
You have blessed us with your friendship, your prayers, with gifts and cards.  You have allowed us to celebrate new begin-
nings, new happenings, and even final farewells with you.  We have laughed, cried, and comforted one another, all in the 
name of Jesus.   
 

It has been our pleasure to serve in the many parish organizations, as members and as, for myself, chaplain.  There have 
been many opportunities for service, with the Knights of Columbus, the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Serra Club of 
the Owatonna Area, St Michael Conference of the St Vincent de Paul Society, as well as groups outside the church com-
munity itself, in particular, Hospitality House of Owatonna.  Service with, and especially to, others has been the bedrock of 
my time in Owatonna.  To all I offer my thanks for ALL the opportunities to serve.  We will keep you all in prayer.  And with 
that…    God bless, and farewell. 

Contact info for Deacon Pat & Joann Fagan: 
 

Pat: dcnpat69@gmail.com 
Joann: joann3908@gmail.com 
 

1726 19th St NE, Rochester MN 55906 

https://www.4lpi.com/blog/a-sign-of-contradiction/
mailto:dcnpat69@gmail.com
mailto:joann3908@gmail.com

