
 

The Church of Christ the King Medford, MN 
P.O. Box 120, 205 2ND AVENUE NW 

MEDFORD, MN 55049  (507)-451-4845 

Mon. Oct. 26, 2020  9am Mass    Harlow Pirkl                                     

Fri. Oct. 30, 2020   9am Mass    Donald Trump 
 

Sat. Oct. 31, 2020  Parishioners  

Parish Staff: 

Pastor: Fr. Jim Starasinich ................................ (507)451-4845 
              E-mail--pastor@stjosephowatonna.org 
              Fr. Starasinich is available most Mondays & Fridays   
              at 9:30am at Christ the King Rectory and upon request 
Parish Administrator:  Al Christenson  ............ (507)451-4845 
Senior Priest Assisting:   Fr. Robert Herman 
Religious Education Director: Jenna Sammon  
Contact: medfordcatholicyouth@gmail.com or (507)451-4845 
 

Mass Schedule: Saturday - Mass 5:30pm  
                                  Monday and Friday - Mass 9am 
Parish Office:  
Contact St. Joseph Parish,  512 S. Elm Ave, Owatonna 
Phone: (507)451-4845 
Hours: 9:00am-4:00pm Mon-Thurs; 9:00am-3:00pm Fri 
E-mail: parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Christ the King Website: https://christthekingmedfordmn.org/  
 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 10/25/20 

 

Christ the King Mass Schedule: 
Saturday 5:30pm, Monday & Friday  9am 

Confession:  Friday 7pm  

St. Joseph Weekend Mass Schedule:   

Saturday 4:00pm*, Sunday 8:00 and 10:00am 
* Saturday 4pm mass livestreamed on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/ 

 

30th Sunday 
in Ordinary 

Time 
October 25, 

2020 

Thank you so much for your prayerful support of the priesthood on Priesthood Sunday (and every day!).  I 
continue to receive e-mails and cards and gifts from so many that I am truly grateful that the Good Lord has 
blessed me with your faith-filled presence!  In an age of turmoil amidst both society and within the Church, I 
am encouraged by all of you!  Please continue to pray for all priests and for vocations to the priesthood!  I 
am rejuvenated by this outpouring of support but I do not know how long I shall be here (both in the parish-
es of St. Joseph and Christ the King as well as on this earth).  I hope God grants me continued health and 
the grace to serve all of you for many years to come. 
Good News!!! Pray: The Story of Patrick Peyton is coming to our local Northwoods Cinema 10 on Friday, 
November 6.  I wrote to Family Theater Productions about the possibility of having it released to our local 
cinema and now you know about this Good News!  They responded: “The movie will play starting that 
weekend and for the next 7 days. However, the more people who see it that opening Friday, Saturday or 
Sunday, the more likely it will be that the movie will continue to play longer in that theater.”  I hope we have 
a great response to support this great faith-based initiative.  Fr. Patrick Peyton, as some of you may re-
member, was probably the most influential priest in the United States after the Venerable Archbishop Fulton 
J. Sheen during the twentieth century.  Both used the media to promote the Gospel message.  Fr. Peyton 
coined the phrase: “The family that prays together stays together.” 
We had our first deanery meeting for the priests of the Austin/Albert Lea Deanery since the lockdown from 
COVID began in March.  It was great to be with brother priests and hear how we are doing in our parishes.  
We all have similar experiences and continue to do what we can to minister to all of you.  The Religious Ed-
ucation Programs seem to going through the same procedures, as suggested by the Diocese, with in ses-
sion classes only for the sacramental years (2

nd
 grade and 9

th
 and 10

th
 grades) and the remaining classes 

are online.  There is concern in all parishes of the deanery as we also are experiencing a decrease in the 
numbers registering for religious education.  I am pleased to say that both Owatonna and Medford  
percentages of registration are faring slightly better than the other parishes of the deanery.  Let us pray for 
our families and children, and reach out to them as best we can to support them in the transmission of the 
faith.  The greatest legacy we can leave our children and grandchildren is the gift of knowing and experi-
encing God’s love through Jesus Christ and His Church! 
Once again, the Pharisees obstinately continue testing Jesus in this Sunday’s Gospel.  Jesus responds 
with how He will fulfill these words: “The whole law and the prophets depend on these two great command-
ments.”  He will indeed fulfill it through the Cross.  The upright beam, rising to heaven, is how He fulfills “lov
[ing] the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.”  The second com-
mandment is fulfilled in the crossbeam, where Jesus stretched out His arms in love for all of humanity.  Je-
sus desires to give us the same Spirit, through the Cross, making it possible for us to love God and neigh-
bor totally.  Let us take up our cross daily, follow Jesus, and discover real love. 
As I conclude this week’s message, we just finished the Wednesday evening Confirmation classes for the 
Ninth and Tenth Grade students.  We had to make adjustments with COVID protocols in place, and we 
adapted very well.  Fr. Swamy and I are grateful for all the hard work that Jenna and Ashley have done, 
along with our teachers/catechists/volunteers.  As one of the catechists told me, “The Holy Spirit is at work!” 
 

God Love You!!! Fr. Jim Starasinich 

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/


                       Upcoming Calendar 
 

 

• Sun. Nov. 1– 7pm Rosary Walk at Resurrection Cemetery 
• Mon. Nov. 2– 6pm Rosary Walk at Corpus Christi Cemetery 

 

Happy Birthday!  Oct 26-Nov 1 Kay Lynn Gordon, 

Jarren Hoffmann, Shirley Jeno, Casey Chambers, 

Jessica Kern, Taya Sexton, Pam Thompson, Lanie 

Jo Chambers, Jeri Madsen, Patty Beucler, Danielle Morgan 

October 25:  30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel we find the truth that lov-
ing God isn’t merely a matter of fervor in our 
hearts, but that it must be expressed in doing 
good for the sake of others. 

 

As you donate to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 
please say a special prayer for the poor who have no 
one to pray for them. This week Vincent’s Table served 
115 take-home meals. 
 

Membership - Contact Deb McManimon at dmcmanimon-
72@gmail.com. Our phone is 507-676-5508.  

 

Directives for safe celebration of Mass  
during COVID-19 (Summary) 

 

• Wearing a mask is required by all over the age of 5  
   unless medical or other health concerns prevent it. 
 

• Those over age 65 are strongly encouraged not to  
attend, and anyone showing any symptoms of sickness, or 
anyone who has a household member who is sick should 
not come to church.  

 

• Seating is limited. Only sit in open pews and do not 
move ropes unless directed by usher or other church  

   personnel. 
 

• Continue to follow all social distancing guidelines. 
 

• The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains  
   dispensed until further notice, and at this time no    
  one is obliged to receive communion. 
 

• Parishioners may only receive Communion on the hand. 
 

 

Growing in Love of God and Neighbor 
See reflection for Sunday, October 18, 2020 at: 
https://www.4lpi.com/blog/growing-in-love-of-god-and-
neighbor/ 
  

Prayer:  
  

Lord, I long to love you with all my heart, mind, and soul. 

I invite you today into every aspect of my life, 

recognizing each is a gift from you. 

May my offering all I have to you 

grow my Christian faith and understanding, 

but most of all, may I grow in the love of neighbor.  Amen.  

Friends of Francis Retreat - Oct 30/Nov 1  
presented by Fr. Brad Milunski, OFM Conv. 
  

Theme: Brothers, Sisters, and Mothers: Living in the 
Family of God.”  Open to  anyone with an interest in 
Franciscan Spirituality.  
 
Women's Weekend Retreat - final women's oppor-
tunity for 2020! Nov 6-8, 2020. 
 

Theme: Fear Not; I am With You Always.  
 

Our theme, Fear Not; I Am With You Always includes 
four talks.: 
 

1.        Understanding Our Image of God 
2.        Moving from Fear to Trust 
3.        Casting Our Cares Upon the Lord 
4.        Walking by Faith. 
 

Take in the Fall beauty of God’s creation between talks 
to hike, meet with a spiritual director, participate in  
Reconciliation or relax in your fully private suite.  
 

Register for either at www.franciscanretreats.net 
or by calling at 952-447-2182 

 

 

Patriotic Rosary: Please join us at St. Joseph’s at 

6:30pm on Oct. 27 & Nov. 2  

 

Please keep the following in your prayers:    
           

Luella Heim, Caleb Svenby, Dave Arnold, Barbara  
Steinbauer, Ann Willette, Jean Larson, Carolyn Willette, Kris 
Maas, Lawrence Giefer, Don Schultz, Mary Jean Malecha, 
Jim Thibodeau, Fr. Edward Mountain, Fr. Robert Herman, 
Tammy Pumper, Merle Gostomczik, and all who are ill. Call 
the St. Joseph office to add to this list.      

Announcement:  Fr. James McCauley will cele-
brate his 90th birthday on November 8th.We invite 
friends, family and past parishioners to surprise him 
with a card for his special day.  Please send a card to: 
   

Father James McCauley 
501 North 2nd St. 
Brownsville, MN 55919 

Respect Life Program  
 

Go to respectlife.org  
for free resources). 

 

Catholic Charities of 
Southern Minnesota 
seeks a Regional  

Administrator for the Active Aging Programs locat-
ed in Southeast MN.    

The position will be located in our Owatonna OR Austin 
office and will be 24 – 40 hours per week.  The Program 
Administrator manages and develops the Active Aging 
Programs, including the Common Good Retired and Sen-
ior Volunteer Program and the Health and Wellness Pro-
grams for older adults.    

See our website at www.ccsomn.org/employment for 
more information.  Deadline is November 6. 

  

Election Resources:  
As Catholics, we have a 
long tradition of engage-
ment in the political process 

as a means of putting our faith into action. Yet today, many 
shy away from such involvement because our national and 
local conversations are filled with vitriol & harsh language. 
As Catholics, we must model a better way.  
   

You can find election year resources, including the  
Civilize It pledge, Parish Guidelines for Political Activity, 
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, an Elec-
tion Novena, election logistics, and more, by visiting 
www.MNCatholic.org/resources/election.  

St. Michael Rosary Rally for Police Officers 
 

Please join us to pray the Rosary for our law enforcement 
officers.  
 

Saturday, October 31, Noon 
Law Enforcement Center  
204 E Pearl St, Owatonna  
 

In the event of bad weather, we will pray the rosary at St. 
Joseph Church.  

http://www.franciscanretreats.net
http://www.ccsomn.org/employment

