
 

The Church of Christ the King Medford, MN 
P.O. Box 120, 205 2ND AVENUE NW 

MEDFORD, MN 55049  (507)-451-4845 

Mon. Nov. 9, 2020  9am Mass    Fr. Jim Starasinich                                     

Fri. Nov. 13, 2020   9am Mass    Dan Elzen 
 

Sat. Nov. 14, 2020  5:30pm Mass   Parishioners  

Parish Staff: 

Pastor: Fr. Jim Starasinich ................................ (507)451-4845 
              E-mail--pastor@stjosephowatonna.org 
              Fr. Starasinich is available most Mondays & Fridays   
              at 9:30am at Christ the King Rectory and upon request 
Parish Administrator:  Al Christenson  ............ (507)451-4845 
Senior Priest Assisting:   Fr. Robert Herman 
Religious Education Director: Jenna Sammon  
Contact: medfordcatholicyouth@gmail.com or (507)451-4845 
 

Mass Schedule: Saturday - Mass 5:30pm  
                                  Monday and Friday - Mass 9am 
Parish Office:  
Contact St. Joseph Parish,  512 S. Elm Ave, Owatonna 
Phone: (507)451-4845 
Hours: 9:00am-4:00pm Mon-Thurs; 9:00am-3:00pm Fri 
E-mail: parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Christ the King Website: https://christthekingmedfordmn.org/  
 
 

Parish Council:  
Christ the King Trustees: Joan Pirkl, Martha Arnold 
Council Members: Kim Huxford, Judy Brady, Tony Durand,  
LaVonne Cervenka, Shirley Jeno, Matt Skalicky 

Finance Council:  

Council Members: Carla Brady (Chair), Jay Chambers, Eric 
Finholdt, Lori Maas, Don Novak, Jerry Paschke, Mary Zabel  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 11/8/20 

 

Christ the King Mass Schedule: 
Saturday 5:30pm, Monday & Friday  9am 

Confession:  Friday 7pm  

St. Joseph Weekend Mass Schedule:   

Saturday 4:00pm*, Sunday 8:00 and 10:00am 
* Saturday 4pm mass livestreamed on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/ 

 

32nd Sunday 
in Ordinary 

Time 
November 8, 

2020 

Let us remember to pray for the souls of the faithful departed during the month of November.  We had brave souls 
who ventured to our cemeteries last week for the candlelight rosary procession, and Sunday night was below freez-
ing!  The candles burnt better at Resurrection in Medford and Corpus Christi in Deerfield.  We will get better candles 
for Owatonna next year.  The most important aspect is that we gathered in prayer and that was a great sign of love 
for the souls who have preceded us on this journey.  Cemeteries are sacred ground and a reminder to all of us of 
our own mortality.  It helps us to enter into humility, as there is no greater preparation for death than humbly begging 
forgiveness for our sins from God and from one another.  Reconciliation is still possible at the grave of someone for 
those who perhaps never were able to ask forgiveness or be reconciled with during their lifetime.  It is best that we 
pray for the grace for reconciliation during this life because we do not know if we will ever have another chance.  We 
pray for the peaceful repose of all souls and may we find greater peace in this life through the gift of reconciliation.  It 
is God’s gift! 
 

This month we also reflect on the last things and our own preparation for death, or as St. Paul beautifully puts it, 
“fallen asleep in Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:18).  The soul is immortal, so it will “pass over” to meet the Lord for judg-
ment. 
 

The four last things are: death, judgment, hell, and heaven.  Death came into the world through sin (see Romans 
5:12-21).  The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 679 states: “Christ is Lord of eternal life.  Full right to pass 
definitive judgment on the works and hearts of men belongs to him as redeemer of the world.  He ‘acquired’ this right 
by his cross.  The Father has given ‘all judgment to the Son.’  Yet the Son did not come to judge, but to save and to 
give the life he has in himself.  By rejecting grace in this life, one already judges oneself, receives according to one’s 
works, and can even condemn oneself for all eternity by rejecting the Spirit of love.” 
 

We do not hear much about hell anymore but it is a reality.  A soul destined for hell is the choice of the individual on 
earth.  While alive, we have a choice in accepting salvation in Jesus Christ or we can reject this offer of salvation.  
God does not send anyone to hell.  Obstinacy or stubbornness, along with an unrepentant heart, can lead a person 
to lose salvation.  It is ultimately the choice a person makes and we pray that the choice is Jesus, who leads us to 
the Father. 
 

Purgatory belongs to the last things as it is a purification for those who die in God’s grace but lack the holiness nec-
essary to see God face to face.  Our prayers for the dead are taken from the story of Judas Maccabeus who “made 
atonement for the dead, that they might be delivered from their sin” (2 Maccabees 12:46 and CCC 1032).  See also 
CCC 1031 for more on Jesus words about forgiveness “in the age to come”: “And whoever speaks a word against 
the Son of Man will be forgiven; but whoever speaks against the holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or 
in the age to come” (Matthew 12:32). 
 

Heaven is the destiny of the saints.  It is where we will live eternally with God.  Heaven should be our focus everyday 
and reading the Scriptures, especially the Gospels, helps us to contemplate where our journey will end, all through 
the grace of God.  We trust in Jesus and focus on Him. He is the Way! 
 

God Love You!!! Fr. Jim Starasinich 

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/


 

Happy Birthday!  Nov. 9-15  Derek Butterfield, 

Marie Froman, Michael Donahue, Ethel Condon, 

Alyssa Butterfield, Sadie Kern, Scott VonRuden, 

David Mielke, Dave Nelson 

Renew your Magnificat for 2021!  
 

Cost is still $29.95!  Make checks payable to St. 
Joseph Parish (please note “Magnificat” on the 
envelope or memo line of check) and can be dropped off in 
the collection basket at mass or mailed to St. Joseph Par-
ish office. New subscribers are always welcome! 

November 8:  32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

In today’s Gospel Jesus challenges us to 
“stay awake” by taking time to seriously look 
at ourselves, the priorities of our lives, and 
how we are growing spiritually. 

 

Ask yourself “What would Jesus Christ do?” and then 
donate to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that 
those who are suffering will be able to celebrate 
Thanksgiving.  This week we served 94 take home 
meals at Vincent’s Table. Thank you for your support!  
 

Membership - Contact Deb McManimon at dmcmanimon-
72@gmail.com. Our phone is 507-676-5508.  
 

 

Directives for safe celebration of Mass  
during COVID-19 (Summary) 

 

• Wearing a mask is required by all over the age of 5  
   unless medical or other health concerns prevent it. 
 

• Those over age 65 are strongly encouraged not to  
attend, and anyone showing any symptoms of sickness, 
or anyone who has a household member who is sick 
should not come to church.  

 

• Seating is limited. Only sit in open pews and do not 
move ropes unless directed by usher or other church  

   personnel. 
 

• Continue to follow all social distancing guidelines. 
 

• The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains  
   dispensed until further notice, and at this time no    
  one is obliged to receive communion. 
 

• Parishioners may only receive Communion on the 
hand. 

 

The Light and the Dark 
 

See reflection for Sunday, November 8, 2020 at: 
https://www.4lpi.com/blog/light-and-dark/ 
  

Prayer:  
  

One dark night, fired with love’s urgent longings 

— ah, the sheer grace! — I went out unseen, 

my house being now all stilled. 
 

In darkness and secure, by the secret ladder, disguised, 

— ah, the sheer grace! — in darkness and concealment, 

my house being now all stilled. 
 

On that glad night, in secret, for no one saw me, 

nor did I look at anything, with no other light or guide 

than the one that burned in my heart. 
 

(excerpt of The Dark Night, poem by St. John of the Cross) 

 

Congratulations to Henry Hager who 

is receiving his First Holy Communion  

on Saturday, November 7, 2020. 
 

Many blessings on this special event! 

 

 

Please keep the following in your prayers:    
           

Luella Heim, Caleb Svenby, Dave Arnold, Barbara  
Steinbauer, Ann Willette, Jean Larson, Carolyn Willette, 
Kris Maas, Lawrence Giefer, Don Schultz, Mary Jean 
Malecha, Jim Thibodeau, Fr. Edward Mountain, Fr. Robert 
Herman, Tammy Pumper, Merle Gostomczik, and all who 
are ill. Call the St. Joseph office to add to this list.      

NOTICE:  A bid was approved for the landscaping  
project on the sides of the east walkway into church. 
The area will be widened, trees and shrubs will be 
trimmed, and then surrounding area will be re-rocked. 
Contributions to this project would be appreciated.  
Please mark contributions as LANDSCAPING. 

BA Open House November 9 
 

Bethlehem Academy, an authentically Catholic, Domini-
can prep high school will be hosting an in-person open 
house for prospective students Monday, November 9, 
from 6-8pm. Grounded in faith, our programs help stu-
dents achieve academically, grow spiritually, and lead 
lives of service to others. Join us and learn what a differ-
ence a BA education can make! Space is limited in order 
to honor COVID-19 restrictions. Register  online  at 
www.bacards.org under  News or  Enrollment. 

Experience the power of faith and 
prayer at Northwoods Cinema 10 
in Owatonna beginning Friday, 
November 6 with PRAY: THE 
STORY OF PATRICK PEYTON. 

The movie will play starting THIS weekend and for the 
next 7 days. However, the more people who see it that 
opening Friday - Sunday, the more likely it will be that it 
will continue to play longer in that theater. 

 

 

Father James Starasinich will speak at the 

Serra Club of Owatonna Area about the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Everyone is  

invited to come! Have you ever wondered how you could 
make a better Confession? This talk should be interesting. 
 

The Serra Club prays for our Priests and Deacons and for 
more Religious Vocations, and also for our own Spirituality. 
Come to St. Joseph Church downstairs in Joseph Hall at 
6:45 pm on Nov. 9th. Wear your mask, we'll stay 6 ft. apart. 
 

We pray an hour of Adoration at 5pm in St. Joseph Church. 

 

 

Religious Education Reminders: 
 

2nd Grade Reconciliation Learning Centers 
 

Saturday, November 14th, 10:00 am, Parish Hall 
 

Sign up for Formed.org   
 

Our Parish subscription includes free studies, movies, 
books, and kids materials. Go to www.formed.org to login 
or create an account now! Our parish code is 9e4112. 

http://www.bacards.org
http://www.formed.org

