
 

The Church of Christ the King Medford, MN 
P.O. Box 120, 205 2ND AVENUE NW 

MEDFORD, MN 55049  (507)-451-4845 

Mon. Jan. 4, 2021  9am Mass   Ernest & Agnes Moreau                                      

Fri. Jan. 8, 2021  9am Mass   Dan Elzen 
 

Sat. Jan. 9, 2021  5:30pm Mass   Parishioners  

Parish Staff: 

Pastor: Fr. Jim Starasinich ................................ (507)451-4845 
              E-mail--pastor@stjosephowatonna.org 
              Fr. Starasinich is available most Mondays & Fridays   
              at 9:30am at Christ the King Rectory and upon request 
Parish Administrator:  Al Christenson  ............ (507)451-4845 
Senior Priest Assisting:   Fr. Robert Herman 
Religious Education Director: Jenna Sammon  
Contact: medfordcatholicyouth@gmail.com or (507)451-4845 
 

Mass Schedule: Saturday - Mass 5:30pm  
                                  Monday and Friday - Mass 9am 
Parish Office:  
Contact St. Joseph Parish,  512 S. Elm Ave, Owatonna 
Phone: (507)451-4845 
Hours: 9:00am-4:00pm Mon-Thurs; 9:00am-3:00pm Fri 
E-mail: parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Christ the King Website: https://christthekingmedfordmn.org/  
 
 

Parish Council:  
Christ the King Trustees: Joan Pirkl, Martha Arnold 
Council Members: Kim Huxford, Judy Brady, Tony Durand,  
LaVonne Cervenka, Shirley Jeno, Matt Skalicky 

Finance Council:  

Council Members: Carla Brady (Chair), Jay Chambers, Eric 
Finholdt, Lori Maas, Don Novak, Jerry Paschke, Mary Zabel  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 1/3/2021 

 

Christ the King Mass Schedule: 
Saturday 5:30pm, Monday & Friday  9am 

 

St. Joseph Weekend Mass Schedule:   

Saturday 4:00pm*, Sunday 8:00 and 10:00am 
* Saturday 4pm mass livestreamed on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/ 

 

Epiphany of the Lord 
January 3, 2021 

A Happy and “Brave New Year” 2021! (Quote of lyrics from a 1970’s song, “I Believe in Father Christmas”.)  
Today is Epiphany, a Solemnity that predates the celebration of Christmas.  Before Christmas was estab-
lished in the western church in the fourth century, the celebrations of the Nativity, the Visit of the Magi, the 
Baptism of the Lord, and the Wedding at Cana were one great feast in the eastern church.  This tradition 
was received in the west and eventually became another tradition that gave rise to the twelve days of 
Christmas.  Sometime in the fourth century Christmas and Epiphany became separate feasts in some 
parts of the west.  Then in 567, at the Council of Tours in France, the dates were fixed respectively in the 
west as December 25 for Christmas and January 6 for Epiphany.  The twelfth day of Christmas lands on 
January 5.  Today, Epiphany is a movable Solemnity and celebrated on a Sunday in most dioceses of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 
Epiphany means manifestation, Jesus’ divinity is revealed: the promised Messiah at his birth, as the shep-
herds receive the angel’s message; revelation to the nations, to those outside of Judaism, as the Magi rep-
resent; the Father’s voice is heard at Jesus’ baptism: “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased” (Mark 1:11); and Jesus works his first miracle or “sign” (John 2:11) at Cana in Galilee.  We cele-
brate that Jesus has come to us, the pagans or gentiles (i.e., if we do not have Jewish roots), in the per-
sons of the pagan Magi.  At the 4:00 PM Mass this weekend, we will hear the proclamation of the date of 
Easter and other feasts upcoming this liturgical year, another Epiphany traditon in the west. 
We also have the Slavic tradition (from Poland and the eastern Slavic countries) of marking with chalk 
above the doors in the house the first two numbers of the year followed by the letters C, B, M and the last 
numbers of the year (written this year as: 20 + C + M + B + 21).  The letters stand for the traditional names 
of the wise men (magi): Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.  The Latin meaning is “Christus mansionem ben-
edicat”, or “Christ blesses this house”, “Christ, bless this house”.  House is also known as “mansion” as 
you can see from the Latin.  Of course, I forgot to prepare you for this once again this year, so if you have 
a piece of chalk, you can do this.  See the blessing below. 
 

God Love You!!!  Merry Christmas and a Blessed Epiphany!!!     Fr. Jim Starasinich  

Preparation for the Inscription above the Doors on Epiphany 
 

The chalk may be blessed using this formula: 
We ask your blessing, O Lord God, upon this chalk as it will be used, in faith and hope in Your love for us, to in-
scribe above the doors of our home the names of Your Saints, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar, who through their 
merits and intercession may obtain for those who reside in this house health and well-being in body and soul.  We 
ask this though Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
The chalk may be sprinkled with Holy Water.  Then inscribe above the door(s) as below: 

20 + C + M + B + 21 

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/


 

Happy Birthday!  Jan. 4-10  Tina Purrier, Jenna 

Sammon, Kelley Hoffmann, Anthony Manderfeld,  

John Gerold, Yvonne Baker, Jerome Kern, Elsie  

Elzen, Jean Kiefer, Deanne Panos, Tim Kuhlman 

 

Please keep the following in your prayers:    
           

Luella Heim, Dave Arnold, Barbara Steinbauer, Ann Wil-
lette, Jean Larson, Carolyn Willette, Kris Maas, Lawrence 
Giefer, Don Schultz, Mary Jean Malecha, Jim Thibodeau, 
Fr. Edward Mountain, Fr. Robert Herman, Tammy 
Pumper, Merle Gostomczik, and all who are ill. Call the 
St. Joseph office to add to this list.      

    

Diocese of Winona-Rochester  
Child Sexual Abuse  
Policy Information 

 

The Diocese of Winona-Rochester will provide a prompt,  
appropriate and compassionate response to reporters of 
sexual abuse of a child by any  diocesan agent 
(employees, volunteers, vendors, religious or clergy). Any-
one wishing to make  a  report of an allegation of sexual 
abuse should call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 
507-454-2270, Extension 255. A caller will be asked to 
provide his  or her name  and telephone number.  Individu-
als are  also  encouraged to  take their reports directly to  
civil authorities. The Diocese of Winona-Rochester  is 
committed to protecting children, young people and other 
vulnerable people in our schools, parishes and ministries. 
The diocesan policy is available on the diocesan web site 
at www.dow.org under the Safe Environment Program. If 
you have any questions about the Diocese of Winona-
Rochester's implementation of the Charter for the Protec-
tion of Children and Young People, please contact Mary 
Hamann, at 507-858-1244, or mhamann@dow.org. 

January 3:  Epiphany of the Lord 
 

Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, 
where the Magi find the newborn king and offer 
him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
 

In the spirit of the Magi, please donate to St. Vincent 
de Paul Society so that comfort and peace can once 
again be given to a newborn child. This last week we 
provided 74 meals to those taking part in Vincent’s 
Table meal distribution. 
 

Membership - Contact Deb McManimon at dmcmanimon-
72@gmail.com. Our phone is 507-676-5508.  

 

Directives for safe celebration of Mass  
during COVID-19 (Summary) 

 

• Wearing a mask is required by all over the age of 5  
   unless medical or other health concerns prevent it. 
 

• Those over age 65 are strongly encouraged not to  
attend, and anyone showing any symptoms of sick-
ness, or anyone who has a household member who is 
sick should not come to church.  

 

• Seating is limited. Only sit in open pews and do not 
move ropes unless directed by usher or other church  

   personnel. 
 

• Continue to follow all social distancing guidelines. 
 

• The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains  
   dispensed until further notice, and at this time no    
  one is obliged to receive communion. 
 

• Parishioners may only receive Communion on the 
hand. 

A Journey of Faith  
See reflection for Sunday, Jan. 3, 2021 at: 
https://www.4lpi.com/blog/journey-of-faith/ 
 

PRAYER 
May the splendor of your majesty, O Lord, we 
pray, shed its light upon our hearts, 
that we may pass through the shadows of this world 
and reach the brightness of our eternal home. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

(from The Roman Missal: Collect for the Vigil Mass of the  
Solemnity of the Epiphany) 

 

 

 

*** Please pick up your 2021 Church Contribution  

Envelopes from the windowsill in Church. Thanks! 

Vespers 
 

Sunday, January 10, 2021, 5:00pm  
St. Joseph Church 

 

We will conclude the Christmas Season with vespers 
(evening prayer) within a Holy Hour of Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament at St. Joseph Church, on Sunday, 
January 10 at 5 PM. All Christ the King parishioners are 
welcome to attend. 

A note from Fr. McCauley…. 
 

Thank you to everyone who sent me cards and gifts 

for my 90th birthday!  It was so good to hear from all 

of you.  I received well over 400 cards!  I’m trying to 

acknowledge them but it’s taking time.  Your messag-

es brought back so many memories and I’m grateful 

for your generosity.  Have a Merry Christmas filled 

with the love of the Christ Child, the Prince of Peace! 
 

Father Jim McCauley 

Make a  resolution to learn 
more about Catholic So-
cial Teachings in the New 

Year!  Catholic Charities of Southern Minnesota will 
be offering two new study opportunities on Zoom in 
2021.  Life and Dignity of the Human Person (7 
sessions) will be on Mondays, beginning Jan. 11th, at 
7:00 pm.  We will also offer a chance to study  togeth-
er the US Catholic Bishop’s  pastoral  letter against 
racism, Open Wide Our Hearts, on Tuesdays at 7:00 
pm, beginning January 12th.  All materials are availa-
ble free.  If you would like more information or to regis-
ter, email Lisa Kremer at lkremer@ccsomn.org or call 
her at 507-360-3423.   

 

A prayer for God’s blessing in the new year: 
 

Remember us, O God; 

from age to age be our comforter. 

You have given us the wonder of time, 

blessings in days and nights, seasons and years. 

Bless your children at the turning of the year 

and fill the months ahead with the bright hope 

that is ours in the coming of Christ. 

You are our God, living and reigning, forever and 

ever.   Amen. 

mailto:lkremer@ccsomn.org

