
 

The Church of Christ the King Medford, MN 
P.O. Box 120, 205 2ND AVENUE NW 

MEDFORD, MN 55049  (507)-451-4845 

Parish Staff: 

Pastor: Fr. Jim Starasinich ................................ (507)451-4845 
              E-mail--pastor@stjosephowatonna.org 
              Fr. Starasinich is available most Mondays & Fridays   
              at 9:30am at Christ the King Rectory and upon request 
Parish Administrator:  Al Christenson  ............ (507)451-4845 
Senior Priest Assisting:   Fr. Robert Herman 
Religious Education Director: Jenna Sammon  
Contact: medfordcatholicyouth@gmail.com or (507)451-4845 
 

Mass Schedule: Saturday - Mass 5:30pm  
                                  Monday and Friday - Mass 9am 
Parish Office:  
Contact St. Joseph Parish,  512 S. Elm Ave, Owatonna 
Phone: (507)451-4845 
Hours: 9:00am-4:00pm Mon-Thurs; 9:00am-3:00pm Fri 
E-mail: parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Christ the King Website: https://christthekingmedfordmn.org/  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 1/17/2021 

 

Christ the King Mass Schedule: 
Saturday 5:30pm, Monday & Friday  9am 

 

St. Joseph Weekend Mass Schedule:   

Saturday 4:00pm*, Sunday 8:00 and 10:00am 
* Saturday 4pm mass livestreamed on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/ 

 

Second  
Sunday in 
Ordinary 

Time 
January 17, 

2021 

** NOTICE:  No 9am mass on Friday, Jan. 22nd. 

THANK YOU for your kindness this Christmas season from the office staff and myself.  The many cards, greetings, prayers, & gifts 
received is a bounteous blessing!  May the Good Lord reward all of you a hundred-fold!  Please, continue with your good prayers!!! 
Ordinary Time is upon us but it is always filled with the extraordinary grace of God.  God cannot be outdone in generosity.  What 
seems ordinary can be transformed into a feast.  As one priest friend puts it: “God is a Feast!” 
This week, starting Monday, January 18, is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  This is a wonderful initiative that began with a 
convert to Catholicism, who began it as an Octave that commenced on the Chair of St. Peter (January 18 on the old church calen-
dar) and concluded on the Conversion of St. Paul on January 25.  The Chair of St. Peter was moved in the current church calendar 
to February 22 and there is discussion on both dates being two feasts for St. Peter; the former for Peter’s Chair in Rome and  the 
other for Peter’s Chair in Antioch.  This holds true as Peter is the founder of the Church in both Antioch and Rome. 
Fr. Paul Wattson founded the Franciscan Friars of  the Atonement in Graymoor, New York  (and I have been fortunate to  have 
visited the Friary  during  my seminary years, where they continue a wonderful ministry to alcoholics and addicts.)  Fr. Wattson 
converted from the Anglican church and saw the need to bring unity around the two great apostles who were martyred in Rome.  
He himself understood the call to gather around Peter and his successors, which obviously influenced his own conversion.  Most 
every Christian denomination heeds this call to prayer for Christian Unity and how appropriate that we do so in these trying times, 
when Christians are under assault for their beliefs today. 
Friday this week, January 22, is the Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children.  On this day hundreds of thousands 
have gathered in Washington D.C. for  over four decades for the  March for Life, praying for the overturning of  one of the most 
heinous laws ever enacted in our nation.  “Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” is part of the Declaration of Independence.  
What do words mean?  How do we read this foundational document and interpret it?  Some say: “The phrase gives three examples 
of the unalienable rights which the Declaration says have been given to all humans by their creator, and which governments are 
created to protect. Like the other principles in the Declaration of Independence, this phrase is not legally binding, but has been 
widely referenced and seen as an inspiration for the basis of government.” 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life,_Liberty_and_the_pursuit_of_Happiness) 
Here’s another take on that line: “These words remind those in government, not just in this country but in all nations, of the limits of 
their power, a moral boundary that must never be violated if the government is to retain its legitimacy.”  (https://
www.crisismagazine.com/2017/life-liberty-pursuit-happiness)  Two sources and two different explanations for the same phrase.  
One says “this phrase is not legally binding” while the other sees the phrase as a “moral boundary”.  Society means people and we 
are all created with “unalienable rights” but do those rights become selfish rights or are they deemed what is best for society? 
We know that natural law and science, especially the field of biology, explains the facts about conception and the creative gift of 
new life.  How wonderful to read this from the Talmud, the primary source of Jewish religious law  and Jewish theology, since 
Christianity is rooted in Judaism: “He who saves a single life, saves the world entire.”  The future of our country is at stake.  St. 
Teresa of Kolkata is a prophet: “Any country that accepts abortion is not teaching its people to love, but to use any violence 
to get what they want. This is why the greatest destroyer of love and peace is abortion… And this is what is the greatest 
destroyer of peace today – abortion which brings people to such blindness.”  Pray for “Amazing Grace” so we can all say, “I 
was blind but now I see!” 
We will have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and a Holy Hour on Friday, Jan. 22 at 7:00 PM at St. Joseph’s, joining 
both prayers for Christian Unity and for the legal protection of the unborn.  The prayer of Jesus (John 17:20-21): “I pray not 
only for [the apostles], but also for those who will believe in me through their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, 
are in me and I in you, that they may also be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me.” 
 

God Love You!!!  Fr. Starasinich  

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life,_Liberty_and_the_pursuit_of_Happiness
https://www.crisismagazine.com/2017/life-liberty-pursuit-happiness
https://www.crisismagazine.com/2017/life-liberty-pursuit-happiness


 

Happy Birthday!  Jan. 18-24  Elliot Jones,  

David Paschke, Josie Voegele, Karen Myers,  

James Davidson, Melodie Morris, Dick Gillis 

 

Please keep the following in your prayers:    
           

Luella Heim, Dave Arnold, Barbara Steinbauer, Ann Wil-
lette, Jean Larson, Carolyn Willette, Kris Maas, Lawrence 
Giefer, Don Schultz, Mary Jean Malecha, Jim Thibodeau, 
Fr. Edward Mountain, Fr. Robert Herman, Tammy 
Pumper, Merle Gostomczik, and all who are ill. Call the 
St. Joseph office to add to this list.      

Mon. Jan. 18, 2021  9am Mass   Sandra Arnold 
 

Fri. Jan. 22, 2021  NO 9am Mass    
 

Sat. Jan. 23, 2021  5:30pm Mass   Parishioners  

DOW-R News and Events 

January 17:  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

In the Gospel today, Jesus asks “What are 
you looking for?” Often, we are looking for 
happiness in very selfish ways, but we find 
that when we look for ways to make others 

happy, it is then that we truly become happy. 

 

As you make a donation to the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul, know that you are a sign of God’s love to 
those who are suffering, and you give them reason to 
believe and to trust. This past week Vincent’s Table 
handed out 86 meals.  Thank you for your support of 
this much needed meal. 
 

Membership - Contact Deb McManimon at dmcmanimon-
72@gmail.com. Our phone is 507-676-5508.  

 

Directives for safe celebration of Mass  
during COVID-19 (Summary) 

 

• Wearing a mask is required by all over the age of 5  
   unless medical or other health concerns prevent it. 
 

• Those over age 65 are strongly encouraged not to  
attend, and anyone showing any symptoms of sick-
ness, or anyone who has a household member who is 
sick should not come to church.  

 

• Seating is limited. Only sit in open pews and do not 
move ropes unless directed by usher or other church  

   personnel. 
 

• Continue to follow all social distancing guidelines. 
 

• The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains  
   dispensed until further notice, and at this time no    
  one is obliged to receive communion. 
 

• Communion should only be received on the hand. 

The Role of Invitation in Evangelization  
 

See reflection for Sunday, Jan. 17, 2021 at: https://
www.4lpi.com/blog/role-invitation-in-evangelization/ 
 

PRAYER 
 

Jesus, may I not only accept and be  
transformed by your invitation to come  
and see, but also invite others to encounter 
your loving mercy, hope, and joy as well.  

 

 

*** Please pick up your 2021 Church Contribution  

Envelopes from the windowsill in Church. Thanks! 

Bethlehem Academy Shadow 
Days/Tours 
 

Join us for a shadow day or tour at 
Bethlehem Academy in Faribault, and see for yourself how 
our ACT-aligned, Christ-centered curriculum & supportive 
Cardinal community will prepare you to take on life's chal-
lenges. We encourage classmates to come together! Sign 
up for a shadow day or register online for a family tour, 
offered Mon-Fri from 3-6pm, on our website at 
www.bacards.org.  

 

 
 

Courier Subscriptions: Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, hard copies of the Courier are currently 
not available in our churches. However, in addition 
to being available online, hard copies are being mailed to 
those on our home delivery list.  Parishioners may be add-
ed to the subscription list by sending their names and 
addresses to Nick Reller at: nreller@dowr.org ;  or send 
a note to:  Diocese of Winona-Rochester, The Courier, 
55 W Sanborn St., Winona, MN 55987.  
 

DOW-R Mass for Life: Bishop Quinn will be celebrating 
a Mass for Life at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in 
Winona at 11:30 am on Wednesday, Jan. 27. Please join 
the live stream on the Diocesan Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/DioceseWinonaRochester 
 

March for Life:  The annual Prayer Service for Life is 
scheduled for January 22, at 10:30am at the Cathedral 
of Saint Paul. Archbishop Bernard Hebda will be the pre-
sider and a maximum seating capacity of 225 spaces will be 
available on a first come, first serve basis. The event will 
be live streamed from the Cathedral of Saint Paul’s Fa-
cebook page:  www.facebook.com/ArchdioceseSPM 
 

MCCL will hold a “virtual march” at 12:00 pm, after the pray-
er service. They will live stream the event; please check 
their website for details:  www.mccl.org/march . 

The Serra Club of Owatonna Area would like to 
introduce our name change that should help ex-
plain the difference and avoid the confusion between 
Serra Club and Sierra Club.  We would like to be known as 
The St. Serra Ministry of Owatonna Area.  The St. Serra 
Ministry has the mission to foster and affirm the vocations of 
priests and vowed religious life.  We also assist members to 
expand their holiness and their spiritual life. 
 

The St. Serra Ministry prays a Rosary for Vocations via a 
phone conference every Thursday at 1:00pm during this pan-
demic.  Everyone is invited to pray with us using their 
phone in their own home by calling 1-602-580-9629, wait 
for the operator to ask for the access number then enter 
1337512#.  It’s as simple as that!  Prayers during hard times 
such as these are heard especially well - please help us pray! 

REP Announcement:  
 

REP is so excited to be back offering in person classes! 
Grades 1-5 classes are Wednesday afternoons from 1:30
-2:40 p.m. and Grades 6-10 are Wednesday Evenings 
from 6:30-8:00 p.m. We are in need of a few volunteers 
for both afternoon and evening classes. Please consider 
helping out our youth program! Please contact Jenna if 
you are interested (507-456-5733).  

Adoration of the Blessed  

Sacrament and Holy Hour  
 

Praying for Christian Unity and for the 

legal protection of the unborn.   
 

Friday, January 22, 7:00 PM    

St. Joseph Church 

https://www.4lpi.com/blog/role-invitation-in-evangelization/
https://www.4lpi.com/blog/role-invitation-in-evangelization/
http://www.bacards.org
https://www.facebook.com/DioceseWinonaRochester
https://www.facebook.com/ArchdioceseSPM
https://www.mccl.org/march

