
 

The Church of Christ the King Medford, MN 
P.O. Box 120, 205 2ND AVENUE NW 

MEDFORD, MN 55049  (507)-451-4845 

Parish Staff: 

Pastor: Fr. Jim Starasinich ................................ (507)451-4845 
              E-mail--pastor@stjosephowatonna.org 
              Fr. Starasinich is available most Mondays & Fridays   
              at 9:30am at Christ the King Rectory and upon request 
Parish Administrator:  Al Christenson  ............ (507)451-4845 
Senior Priest Assisting:   Fr. Robert Herman 
Religious Education Director: Jenna Sammon  
Contact: medfordcatholicyouth@gmail.com or (507)451-4845 
 

Mass Schedule: Saturday - Mass 5:30pm  
                                  Monday and Friday - Mass 9am 
Parish Office:  
Contact St. Joseph Parish,  512 S. Elm Ave, Owatonna 
Phone: (507)451-4845 
Hours: 9:00am-4:00pm Mon-Thurs; 9:00am-3:00pm Fri 
E-mail: parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Christ the King Website: https://christthekingmedfordmn.org/  
 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 1/24/2021 

 

Christ the King Mass Schedule: 
Saturday 5:30pm, Monday & Friday  9am 

 

St. Joseph Weekend Mass Schedule:   

Saturday 4:00pm*, Sunday 8:00 and 10:00am 
* Saturday 4pm mass livestreamed on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/ 

 

Third Sunday 
in Ordinary 

Time 
January 24, 

2021 

The COVID-19 vaccines are out.  I would like to share some paragraphs from an article by Phil Lawler of 
CatholicCulture.org that sheds some light on the controversy over aborted babies’ cell lines used in the making 
of some vaccines. (For entire article, go to: https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/covid-vaccines-and-fetal-
tissues-moral-calculus/) 

Among the vaccines closest to the American market today, the AstraZenaca and Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines use the aborted fetal tissues in production. The Moderna and Pfizer vaccines do not include the 
fetal cells, but  they were tested on fetal-tissue lines. The NovaVax, Sanofi, and  Inovio vaccines  were 
apparently developed and produced without any involvement of fetal tissues. (All of the vaccines men-
tioned here are being developed with the help of US government funding.) 
From a Catholic moral perspective, the AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson vaccines are clearly objec-
tionable; to use them is to become involved in causal chain that began with an abortion. To be sure, the 
abortions took place long ago, and it is an exaggeration to say that a dose of these vaccines will contain 
cells from those unborn babies. (The cells in the vaccine are derived from the fetal cells.) Still the use of 
the vaccine entails cooperation in abortion. 
Because this cooperation is remote and unintentional—what moralists call passive material cooperation, 
many Catholic moralists argue that the use of such vaccines could be justified, if there is a grave reason 
and no alternative is available… 
Notice that key phrase: “for a grave reason.” The Catholic bishops of England and Wales have now pro-
nounced that there is indeed a grave reason to take a Covid vaccine. But that judgment does not consti-
tute a justification for taking any Covid vaccine. If one vaccine is developed from fetal tissues and another 
from ethically acceptable materials, the moral obligation to avoid the former vaccine remains in place… 
the 2005 Vatican statement [from the Pontifical Academy for Life] reminds Catholics that they have other 
moral options: 
They should take recourse, if necessary, to the use of conscientious objection with regard to the use of 
vaccines produced by means of cell lines of aborted human fetal origin. Equally, they should oppose by 
all means (in writing, through various associations, mass media, etc.) the vaccines which do not yet have 
morally acceptable alternatives, creating pressure so that alternative vaccines are prepared, which are 
not connected with the abortion of a human fetus, and requesting rigorous legal control of the pharmaceu-
tical industry producers. (For entire article, go to: https://cogforlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/
vaticanresponse1.pdf) 

If you want more clarity on the vaccines, see also the website of the National Catholic Bioethics Center 
(NCBC): https://www.ncbcenter.org/ 
In the readings today, we hear about the call to conversion in the first reading and the Gospel while the second 
reading encourages conversion, reminding us that “the time is running out.”  Jesus begins his public ministry 
and then proceeds to call others to join Him.  Jesus will form the apostles and disciples and that is also what 
Jesus is doing with us.  Indeed, we, like the disciples, pray today’s Psalm: “Teach me your ways, O Lord.”  
Psalm 25, verses  4 to  9, are words we can  pray often because confusion reigns unfortunately.  This is the 
result of relativism, the philosophy of our times, making absent objective truth.  Even scientific facts are called 
into question; as individuals, each person may decide what is best for oneself.  It is the story of the Fall in Gen-
esis being played out every day, the serpent’s voice telling us, “No, God knows well that the moment you eat of 
it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods who know what is good and what is bad” (Genesis 3:5).  
Following and learning from Jesus, we dismantle the confusion sown by the evil one and discover the good, the 
true, and the beautiful.  Why, even the Psalm rejoices in the most beautiful, that is, “the most handsome of 
men”, Jesus Christ (see Psalm 45:3).  “Beauty will save the world” wrote Fyodor Dostoyevsky in The Idiot.  The 

beauty is Christ!      God Love You!!! Fr. Jim Starasinich 

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/
https://www.ncbcenter.org/


 

Happy Birthday!  Jan. 25-31 Cherise  

Beucler, Matthew Skalicky, Avery Arnold, Reilly  

List, Richard Hager, Byron Brady 

 

Please keep the following in your prayers:    
           

Luella Heim, Dave Arnold, Barbara Steinbauer, Ann Wil-
lette, Jean Larson, Carolyn Willette, Kris Maas, Lawrence 
Giefer, Don Schultz, Mary Jean Malecha, Jim Thibodeau, 
Fr. Edward Mountain, Fr. Robert Herman, Tammy 
Pumper, Merle Gostomczik, and all who are ill. Call the 
St. Joseph office to add to this list.      

Mon. Jan. 25, 2021  9am Mass   Reparation for Sins 
 

Fri. Jan. 29, 2021  9am Mass   Han & Vieng Nguyen 
 

Sat. Jan. 30, 2021  5:30pm Mass   Parishioners  

 

 

 
Mary L. Phillips 

 

January 15, 2021 
                           

May her soul and the souls of all the faithful  
departed rest in peace. 

DOW-R News and Events 
January 24:  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus says: “Come 
after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
As disciples, we are called to continue God’s 
work on earth. Taking care of God’s poor is 

indeed living gospel values.   

 

Have you considered answering the call to serve the 
poor by joining the Society of St. Vincent de Paul? 
This past week Vincent’s Table handed out over 85 
meals to those in need of a hot meal.   
 

Membership - Contact Deb McManimon at dmcmani-
mon72@gmail.com. Our phone is 507-676-5508.  

 

Directives for safe celebration of Mass  
during COVID-19 (Summary) 

 

• Wearing a mask is required by all over the age of 5  
   unless medical or other health concerns prevent it. 
 

• Those over age 65 are strongly encouraged not to  
attend, and anyone showing any symptoms of sickness, 
or anyone who has a household member who is sick 
should not come to church.  

 

• Seating is limited. Only sit in open pews and do not 
move ropes unless directed by usher or other church  

   personnel. 
 

• Continue to follow all social distancing guidelines. 
 

• The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains  
   dispensed until further notice, and at this time no    
  one is obliged to receive communion. 
 

• Communion should only be received on the hand. 

Trust in Following God  
 

See reflection for Sunday, Jan. 24, 2021 at: https://
www.4lpi.com/blog/trust-in-following-god/ 
 
 

PRAYER 
 

O my God, fill my soul with holy joy, courage and strength  
to serve You. 
Enkindle Your love in me and then walk with me along the 
next stretch of road before me. 
I do not see very far ahead, but when I have arrived where 
the horizon now closes down, a new prospect will open  
before me, and I shall meet with peace. 
 

- Prayer of St. Edith Stein 

 

 

*** Please pick up your 2021 Church Contribution  

Envelopes from the windowsill in Church. Thanks! 

Bethlehem Academy Opportunities 
 
 

Here at Bethlehem Academy in Faribault, we 
are currently offering high school student shadow days and 
family tours Mon-Fri from 3-6pm. Applications are open for 
2021-2022 and scholarship opportunities are available! See 
for yourself how our ACT-aligned, Christ-centered curriculum 
and supportive Catholic Cardinal community will prepare 
you to take on life's challenges - ready to lead, to serve, 
and to inspire in whatever path you choose. Registration 
and information on our website at www.bacards.org.  

 

 
 

Courier Subscriptions: Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, hard copies of the Courier are currently 
not available in our churches. However, in addition 
to being available online, hard copies are being mailed to 
those on our home delivery list.  Parishioners may be add-
ed to the subscription list by sending their names and 
addresses to Nick Reller at: nreller@dowr.org ;  or send 
a note to:  Diocese of Winona-Rochester, The Courier, 
55 W Sanborn St., Winona, MN 55987.  
 

DOW-R Mass for Life: Bishop Quinn will be celebrating 
a Mass for Life at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in 
Winona at 11:30 am on Wednesday, Jan. 27. Please join 
the live stream on the Diocesan Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/DioceseWinonaRochester 

REP Announcement:  
 

REP is so excited to be back offering in person classes! 
Grades 1-5 classes are Wednesday afternoons from 1:30-
2:40 p.m. and Grades 6-10 are Wednesday Evenings from 
6:30-8:00 p.m. We are in need of a few volunteers for both 
afternoon and evening classes. Please consider helping out 
our youth program! Please contact Jenna if you 
are interested (507-456-5733).  

SMS Virtual Open House 
Sunday, Jan. 31st starting at 1 pm 

 

Please pre-register by going to: 
 stmarys-owatonna.org/open-house-1 

https://www.facebook.com/DioceseWinonaRochester
https://stmarys-owatonna.org/open-house-1

