
 

The Church of Christ the King Medford, MN 
P.O. Box 120, 205 2ND AVENUE NW 

MEDFORD, MN 55049  (507)-451-4845 

Parish Staff: 

Pastor: Fr. Jim Starasinich ................................ (507)451-4845 
              E-mail--pastor@stjosephowatonna.org 
              Fr. Starasinich is available most Mondays & Fridays   
              at 9:30am at Christ the King Rectory and upon request 
Parish Administrator:  Al Christenson  ............ (507)451-4845 
Senior Priest Assisting:   Fr. Robert Herman 
Religious Education Director: Jenna Sammon  
Contact: medfordcatholicyouth@gmail.com or (507)451-4845 
 

Mass Schedule: Saturday - Mass 5:30pm  
                                  Monday and Friday - Mass 9am 
Parish Office:  
Contact St. Joseph Parish,  512 S. Elm Ave, Owatonna 
Phone: (507)451-4845 
Hours: 9:00am-4:00pm Mon-Thurs; 9:00am-3:00pm Fri 
E-mail: parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Christ the King Website: https://christthekingmedfordmn.org/  
 
 

Parish Council:  
Christ the King Trustees: Martha Arnold, Mike Wencl 
Council Members: Kim Huxford, Tony Durand, Judy Brady,  
LaVonne Cervenka, Shirley Jeno, Matt Skalicky 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 1/31/2021 

 

Christ the King Mass Schedule: 
Saturday 5:30pm, Monday & Friday  9am 

 

St. Joseph Weekend Mass Schedule:   

Saturday 4:00pm*, Sunday 8:00 and 10:00am 
* Saturday 4pm mass livestreamed on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/ 

 

Fourth Sunday 
in Ordinary 

Time 
January 31, 

2021 

What saddens me today as I write this is the deception from the truth of what the Catholic Church teaches.  I believe 
our young people – whoever it was who coined the phrase and its acronym, “What would Jesus do?”, “WWJD” – have 
shown us the answer to all difficult questions.  Indeed, what would Jesus do? 
We find in the secular press the unfortunate answers from some Catholics who are not following orthodox teaching and 
justifying their personal views on moral topics as Catholic teaching.  This is a great disservice as many Catholics follow 
the news and believe this priest or that nun because they are a Catholic priest or a Catholic nun.  Yet, when one is not 
teaching the truth on particular matters, they then cause a grave scandal.  Jesus said, “Things that cause sin will inevi-
tably occur, but woe to the person through whom they occur.  It would be better for him if a millstone were put around 
his neck and he be thrown into the sea than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin” (Luke 17:1-2).  Who are the 
“little ones”?  They are the simple believers in Jesus, those who follow Jesus because they know the message of love 
He brings and they have received that message of love in their hearts.  They may not have a college degree or perhaps 
not even a high school diploma but they love Jesus and respect those who speak in the name of Jesus and the Church.  
This type of division in the Church, where we  find currently in the secular media erroneous views especially on the 
moral teachings of Christ, are doing damage and confusing the “little ones” as well as even those who are well ground-
ed in their faith.  Woe to those who bring such confusion upon the “little ones” and upon all who love Jesus.  We pray 
that they may ask in all sincerity, “What would Jesus do?”, and collaborate in Jesus’ mission of love.  In this Year of St. 
Joseph, let us pray for the conversion of our hearts and of all believers’ hearts, as Pope Francis has written. 
Pope Francis spoke at the recent Wednesday general audience about the Holocaust.  It happened to be International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day and his words are important: 

We commemorate the victims of the Holocaust and all those persecuted and deported by the Nazi regime. To 
remember is an expression of humanity. Remembrance is a sign of civilization. To remember is a condition for a 
better future of peace and fraternity… Remembrance also means being careful because these things can happen 
again, starting with ideological proposals that are intended to save a people and end up destroying a people and 
humanity. Be aware of how this road of death, extermination, and brutality began… 

The Holy Father continued on the topic of Holy Scripture: 
The words of Sacred Scripture were not written to remain imprisoned on papyrus, parchment or paper, but to be 
received by a  person who prays, making them  blossom in his or her heart…  This experience happens to all  
believers: a passage from the Scripture, heard many  times already, unexpectedly speaks to me one day, and 
enlightens a situation that I am living… But it is necessary that I, that day, be present for that appointment with 
that Word, be there, listening to the Word… Through prayer a new incarnation of the Word takes place. And we 
are the ‘tabernacles’ where the words of God want to be welcomed and preserved, so that they may visit the 
world… This is why we must approach the Bible without ulterior motives, without exploiting it. The believer does 
not turn to the Holy Scriptures to support his or her own philosophical and moral view, but because he or she 
hopes for an encounter; the believer knows that they were written in the Holy Spirit, and that therefore in that 
same Spirit they must be welcomed and understood, so that the encounter can occur… The Bible was not written 
for a generic humanity, but for us, men and women in flesh and blood, men and women who have first and last 
names, like me, like you. And the Word of God, infused with the Holy Spirit, when it is received with an open 
heart, does not leave things as they were before. And that is the grace and the power of the Word of God. 

Today we hear in the Gospel: “What is this? A new teaching with authority. He commands even the unclean spirits and 
they obey him.”  May we pray sincerely for ourselves and for everyone  today’s responsorial response: “If today you 
listen to his voice, harden not your hearts.”  May God fulfill the opening prayer in all of our lives today: “Grant us, Lord 
our God, that we may honor you with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart.” 
 

God Love You!!!  Fr. Jim Starasinich 

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/


 

Happy Birthday!  Feb. 1-7 Terry Beucler, Adam 

Manderfeld, Kimberly Chester, Ben Froman, Grace 

Keller, Sandy Kucera, Pat Heger, Scott Svenby, 

Jay Chambers 

 

Please keep the following in your prayers:    
           

Luella Heim, Dave Arnold, Barbara Steinbauer, Ann Wil-
lette, Jean Larson, Carolyn Willette, Kris Maas, Lawrence 
Giefer, Don Schultz, Mary Jean Malecha, Jim Thibodeau, 
Fr. Edward Mountain, Fr. Robert Herman, Tammy 
Pumper, Merle Gostomczik, and all who are ill. Call the 
St. Joseph office to add to this list.      

Mon. Feb. 1, 2021  9am Mass   Ed Jenkins 
 

Fri. Feb. 5, 2021  9am Mass   Marie Roeker 
 

Sat. Feb. 6, 2021  5:30pm Mass   Parishioners  

Wesley Hager &  
Alyssa Elzen 

 

United in Marriage   
January 23, 2021 

 

May God bless your new life  
together! 

 

January 31:  Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

In the Gospel today we read that because  
Jesus spoke with authority his reputation 
spread throughout the surrounding region of 
Galilee. As his disciples, we can also speak 

with authority when we put our faith into actions by help-
ing the poor and suffering. 
 

This month, through your gifts, the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul was able to assist 13 adults and 5 
children, providing $1,350 in rent, $512 in utilities, 
$25 in food and $575 in assistance for furniture from 
Furnishing Hope, during the first 2 weeks of January. 
We also handed out 84 meals at Vincent’s Table on 
Tuesday evening. May God Bless You!  
 

Membership - Contact Deb McManimon at dmcmani-
mon72@gmail.com. Our phone is 507-676-5508.  

 

Directives for safe celebration of Mass  
during COVID-19 (Summary) 

 

• Wearing a mask is required by all over the age of 5  
   unless medical or other health concerns prevent it. 
 

• Those over age 65 are strongly encouraged not to  
attend, and anyone showing any symptoms of sickness, 
or anyone who has a household member who is sick 
should not come to church.  

 

• Seating is limited. Only sit in open pews and do not 
move ropes unless directed by usher or other church  

   personnel. 
 

• Continue to follow all social distancing guidelines. 
 

• The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains  
   dispensed until further notice, and at this time no    
  one is obliged to receive communion. 
 

• Communion should only be received on the hand. 
 

A Tranquil Soul 
 

See reflection for Sunday, Jan. 31, 2021 at: https://
www.4lpi.com/blog/a-tranquil-soul/ 
 
 

PRAYER 
 

Lord, please put your peace in my heart. 
I am worried and anxious about many things. 
My mind races and obsesses. 
I can’t help thinking about my problems. 
The more I think about them, the more depressed I become. 
I feel like I’m sinking down in quicksand and can’t get out. 
Calm me, Lord. Slow me down; put your peace in my heart.  

 

 

*** Please pick up your 2021 Church Contribution  

Envelopes from the windowsill in Church. Thanks! 

Bethlehem Academy Opportunities 
 
 

Here at Bethlehem Academy in Faribault, 
we are currently offering high school student shadow days 
and family tours Mon-Fri from 3-6pm. Applications are open 
for 2021-2022 and scholarship opportunities are available! 
See for yourself how our ACT-aligned, Christ-centered cur-
riculum & supportive Catholic Cardinal community will pre-
pare you to take on life's challenges - ready to lead, to serve, 
and to inspire in whatever path you choose. Registration 
and information on our website at www.bacards.org.  

World Day for Consecrated Life will be  
celebrated in the Church on February 2, 2021 
and in parishes on the weekend of February 6-7, 
2021. Please pray for all those who have made 
commitments in the consecrated life, and be sure to  
thank them on their special day. May they continue to be 
inspired by Jesus Christ and respond generously to God's 
gift of their vocation. 
 

Here is a Prayer you may say every day.... 
 

God our Father, we thank You for calling men and women to 
serve in Your Son's Kingdom as priests, deacons, religious, 
and consecrated persons.  Send Your Holy Spirit to help us 
respond generously and courageously to Your call.  May our 
community of faith support vocations of sacrificial love in our 
youth.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever 
and ever, Amen. 

*Please note:  We will be adding an additional 
mass at Christ the King on the third Sunday of each 
month at 9:00am, beginning Sunday, Feb. 21st. 
Fr. Joe Pete will preside at these masses.   

SMS Virtual Open House 
Sunday, Jan. 31st starting at 1 pm 

 

Please pre-register by going to: 
 stmarys-owatonna.org/open-house-1 

REP Announcement:  REP is so excited to be back 

offering in person classes! Grades 1-5 classes are Wed. 
afternoons from 1:30-2:40 p.m. and Grades 6-10 are Wed. 
evenings from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  We still need a few volun-
teers for both afternoon and evening classes.  Please 
consider helping out our youth program!  Please con-
tact Jenna if you are interested (507-456-5733).  

The Search:  A Parish-wide Study for Lent 
 

This Lenten season, we will be participating in the Formed 
video series - The Search. You will have the option to 
sign up as individuals, families, join a planned group, 
or form your own group.  There will be 7 sessions start-
ing the week of February 14 and ending the week after 
Easter, with a break during Holy Week.  
 

Why are we here? What is life all about? What happens 
when we die? These are some of life’s deepest questions. 
Where can we find the answers to these questions?  

 

Dates/Times for group sessions:  
(*additional sessions may be added if needed) 

 

If you want to join a group study, we ask that you 
sign up ahead of time, if possible.  Email Deb 
McManimon at dmcmanimon72@gmail.com or call 
507-271-1737. There is no cost for the video study, how-
ever; St. Joe’s will be ordering study guides for the video 
series that will be available for $6.00.  

Tuesdays (2/16) 7:00-8:15 pm Joseph Hall 

Thursdays (2/18) 8:45-10:15 am Joseph Hall 

Thursdays (2/18) 7:00-8:15 pm online via Zoom 

https://stmarys-owatonna.org/open-house-1

