
 

The Church of Christ the King Medford, MN 
P.O. Box 120, 205 2ND AVENUE NW 

MEDFORD, MN 55049  (507)-451-4845 

Pastor: Fr. Jim Starasinich ...................... (507)451-4845 
              E-mail--pastor@stjosephowatonna.org  
Fr. Starasinich is available most Mondays & Fridays at 9:30am 
at Christ the King Rectory & upon request 
 

Parish Administrator:  Al Christenson…(507)451-4845 
 

Senior Priests Assisting:   
Fr. Robert Herman, Fr. Joe Pete 

Religious Education Director: Jenna Sammon 
Contact: medfordcatholicyouth@gmail.com or (507) 456-5733 
 

Parish Office:  
Contact St. Joseph Parish,  512 S. Elm Ave, Owatonna 
Phone: (507)451-4845 
Hours: 9:00am-4:00pm Mon-Thurs; 9:00am-3:00pm Fri 
E-mail: parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
Website: ctkmedfordmn.org 
 

Parish Council:  
Trustees: Martha Arnold & Mike Wencl 
Council Members:  Kim Huxford, Tony Durand, Judy Brady,   
LaVonne Cervenka, Shirley Jeno & Matt Skalicky 
Finance Council:  Carla Brady (Chair), Jay Chambers, Eric 
Finholdt, Lori Maas, Don Novak,  Jerry Paschke, Mary Zabel 

 

 

Christ the King Mass Schedule: 
Saturday - 5:30 pm  

Monday & Friday - 9:00 am 
 

 
St. Joseph Weekend Mass Schedule:   

Saturday 4:00 pm   

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:00 am     
 

 

Sunday 

December   

5, 

       2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Let us use all the weapons in our arsenal to defend us on our journey in faith during this Advent.  Please take advantage of the Mag-

nificat Advent Companion available at the entrances of the church.  Another great tool is the missalette/song book, which contains 

particular hymns for this season and throughout the year.  Perhaps you are not accustomed to singing but whether you are or not, 

follow along and allow the lyrics to speak to your heart.  I am amazed at how often a few words from a hymn strike a perfect chord 

within my soul.  God uses everything to get our attention, especially to remind us how He continues to be the “Hound of Heav-

en” (to steal from Francis Thompson’s famous poem).  This season of hope is so necessary for us as we continue to hear about the 

ongoing mutations of COVID and the continuing strife within our own nation, the most recent event in Waukesha.  God is needed in 

our lives so that we may be His instruments to bring hope to others.  We are united to the mystical Body of Christ as Christians, 

each with a role to help spread the message of salvation – JESUS – our true hope, strength, and savior. 

I just read a nice article and found it very timely.  The author is Matt Archbold, writing for the National Catholic Register.  He 

writes about the film director, Frank Capra, who gave us It’s a Wonderful Life.  Capra was an Italian immigrant from Sicily, Italy, 

arriving as a toddler with his parents, where they settled in California.  Archbold uses this quote from a news source: 
 

The second manuscript, Night Voices, is Frank Capra’s personal Wonderful Life when he felt Hollywood turned on him at the 

end of his career. “He believes he spoke to the devil one night when he was sitting up at the lake house drinking too much. 

And that the devil tried to convince him to write movies without values,” Kris Capra said. But Capra stuck with values, 

something moviegoers still crave decades later. 
 

Capra was Catholic but admitted to not practicing the faith as we are called to follow Jesus on Sundays and Holy Days.  Quoting 

Archbold again, he reveals some words which are needed for all of us to hear: 
 

In his 1971 autobiography, The Name Above the Title, Capra wrote, “Mankind needed dramatizations of the truth that man is 

essentially good, a living atom of divinity; that compassion for others, friend or foe, is the noblest of all virtues. Films must 

be made to say these things, to counteract the violence and the meanness, to buy time to demobilize the hatreds.” 
 

The battle being waged in our society is a perpetual battle, as these words speak from fifty years ago: “to counteract the violence 

and the meanness, to buy time to demobilize the hatreds.”  Capra desired to bring that seed of faith into his work and to let the light 

of Christ shine through that work.  We are all called to do the same.  Capra used the media, the very medium of film, to bring the 

most important message to all humanity.  These are Capra’s own words: “My films must let every man, woman, and child know that 

God loves them, that I love them, and that peace and salvation will become a reality only when they all learn to love each other.” 
 

God Love You!!!          
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

Please join us for the conclusion of the Year of Saint Joseph on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception at St. Joseph’s 

Church, December 8 at 7:30 PM for a Holy Hour with Vespers (Evening Prayer), the Litany of Saint Joseph, and hymns to 

St. Joseph. 

If you miss the scheduled Holy Day Masses, you may attend the 6:30 PM Mass at Sacred Heart Church along with our Reli-

gious Education students and their families. 



2nd collection taken next weekend for  
Retirement Fund For Religious (90%)  

& Catholic University (10%) 

Envelope Provided 

Formed for Advent 
 

Sign up for Formed.org  St. Joseph/Christ the King Parishes 

have a subscription which includes free studies, movies, books, 

and kids materials. Go to www.formed.org to login or create an 

account now! Our parish code is 9e4112. 

 

If able to resume your Liturgical Ministry role(s), please 
contact Martha Arnold, 451-3187.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

Saturday, Dec, 11, 2021–5:30pm      

Lector:  Mary Wencl 

Server:  Katelyn & David Paschke 

 
EM:  Mike Wencl 
 

Ushers:  Volunteers  
 

Mass Intentions 

Mon., Dec . 6th—Deceased members of 

Harry Appel Family   

Tuesday, Dec. 7th—parishioners 

Friday, Dec. 10th:  Mary Phillips† 

Happy Birthday 

December 5th—December 11th 

Jerrie Wencl, Ashley Janousek,  

      Christopher Janousek 

December 5 - Second Sunday of Advent: 
 

In today’s Gospel John the Baptist urges 
us to “Prepare the way of the Lord,” and 
this is what Advent is all about. We are 
called to help prepare the way of the Lord 
by making the real meaning of Christmas 
come alive in our own hearts, in our family 
and to reach out to those in need. 
 

Is there a family you know who needs assistance? 
Please call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that 
together we can help the suffering and poor to cele-
brate Christmas. There were 100 take-out meals 
served at Vincent’s Table this past week. 

Membership-We meet the 1st and 3rd Monday of each 
month, at St. Joseph’s Church.  If you would like fur-
ther information on growing your spiritual life and 
serving those in need in our community, please join 
us at a meeting or contact Deb McManimon at dmcmani-
mon72@gmail.com. Our phone is 507-676-5508.  

The Magnificat  
Advent Companion  

is available at the  

Church entrances. 

PLEASE PRAY THIS  

DIOCESAN VOCATIONS PRAYER  

EACH DAY 

 

   Loving Father, source of all that is good, we 
beg You to look upon us with mercy and love.  
As Your beloved sons and daughters, re-
deemed in the blood of Jesus Christ, we seek 
to do Your will in every action of our lives. 

  We beg You now to pour out Your Holy Spirit 
upon the Diocese of Winona-Rochester and 
help each member of this diocese to live out 
the call to holiness given to them in Baptism.  
Please grant us many priests and consecrated 
persons to serve Your Church, strong and holy 
marriages that serve as a sign of Your self-
giving love, and single men and women who 
are intent on living out Your plan for their lives. 

   Let each of us be more deeply conformed to 
Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Help us to live in holi-
ness and love, keep us on the path You have 
marked out for us, which leads to eternal life 
with You. 

  May Your grace be abundant as we rejoice in 
hope and confidently trust in Your Divine Provi-
dence each day.  With grateful hearts, we ask 
this prayer through the intercession of the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, who is Lord, forever and ever. Amen. 

The Immaculate Conception  

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Vigil Mass 

December 7th 

5:30 pm 

Christ the King Church 

St. Joseph’s Parish will commemo-

rate the end of the “Year of St. 

Joseph” on the Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception, Wednes-

day, December 8th at 7:30 pm.   

All are welcome to attend! 

 

2021 Christmas Mass Schedule 

St. Joseph Parish 

Dec. 24th - 4:00 & 9:00pm 

  Dec. 25th - 8:00 &10:00am 
 

Christ the King, Medford  

Dec. 24th - 5:30pm, Dec. 25th - 9:00am 

Sacred Heart Parish 

Dec. 24th - 5:00 & 8:30pm 

     Dec. 24th - 7:00pm (Español)   

  Dec. 25th - 8:00 & 10:00am 

Catholic Community Penance Service 

St. Joseph Church 

Thursday, December 9th 

6:30 pm Children’s Christmas Program 

December 18th 

Program at 5:15 pm before the 5:30 pm Mass.   

It will be live-streamed on our Facebook page. 

http://www.formed.org
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