MISSION STATEMENT
We, the parish of Sacred Heart, are committed to enriching the
Spirituality of the parish family, the Christian community, and all
brothers and sisters created in God’s divine image and likeness. We
are called by the Holy Spirit, under the leadership of our Bishop and
Pastor, to assist others through the development and promotion of
various ministries. We pray for Divine guidance that we may serve
others with truth, courage, forethought and compassion.
Parish Council 1998

BAPTISM: Call the office three months prior to
anticipated birth to schedule a preparation class after
which a Baptism date can be scheduled.

FIRST COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION: Please
contact Sarah McIntyre, Coordinator of Religious
Education for more information.

MARRIAGE: Contact the office six months prior to
anticipated wedding date. Pre-Cana is required for all
engaged couples and should be attended at least three
months before the wedding.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & MINISTRY OF CARE: If
you or someone you know is seriously ill, hospital or
home bound, and would like the Anointing of the Sick,
please call the Church office to make arrangements to
have a priest come and visit. The Eucharist can also
be brought to homebound parishioners by an
Extraordinary Minister.

May 24, 2020
Sacred Heart Of Jesus
Catholic Church

Established 1966

4736 Lyba Street
Shreveport, La 71109

Office/Rectory: 318-635-2121 Fax: 318-635-5226
Email: sacredheart@sacredheartshreveport.org
Gabriel Hall/Activity Building: 318-635-5446
St. Vincent de Paul Society Pantry: 318-635-2202
Rev. Michael Thang’wa, FMH—Pastor (318-635-2121)
St. Mary's (318-687-5121) - thangwamike@gmail.com
Rev. Rigoberto B. Cortés—Parochial Vicar
St. Mary's (318-687-5121)
Deacon Clary Nash - Community Coord. (318-635-2121)
deaconnash@sacredheartshreveport.org
Sarah Mclntyre- Coordinator of Religious Education
(318-635-5446) smcintyre@sacredheartshreveport.org
Darlene Cain— RCIA Coordinator
rcia@sacredheartshreveport.org
Elaine Smith—Bookkeeper—
esmith@sacredheartshreveport.org
Libby Campbell—Secretary/Bulletin Editor
libbyac@sacredheartshreveport.org
www.sacredheartshreveport.org (live web cast)

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE MASSES ARE AS FOLLOWS

Saturday — 4 p.m. Sunday — 10:00 a.m.

WEEK DAY MASSES
Wednesday & Thursday — 9:30 a.m. in Church
Anointing of the Sick is the First Wednesday of Each Month

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION MASSES
12:05 p.m. Day of the Holy Day

Confessions
By Appointment Only
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday — 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Pre K 3 through High School — Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
September — May

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
For those interested in exploring the Catholic Faith
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. September — May

BULLETIN NOTICE DEADLINE

—MONDAY 1:00 PM for the following Sunday’s bulletin —
Please submit your request to libbyac@sacredheartshreveport.org, drop it off at
the church office or drop your written message in the Sunday collection.

WE WELCOME YOU AND INVITE YOU

to fill out a form to become a member of our special Little Church
with the Big Heart. The green census forms are located in the
back of the Church. You may put the completed form in the
collection basket, mail it to the office, or bring it in during office
hours. We welcome you to our family.

1-888-411-1333
Free. Confidential. 24 Hours
SUICIDE HOTLINE — 1-877-994-2275

If you are on vacation or just out of town on business and would like to
find a mass near you. Go to www.MassTimes.org or call 734-794-2100.




The Ascension of the Lord
May 24, 2020
He was lifted up,
and a cloud took him from their sight.
< — Acts 1:9
© J. S. Paluch Co.,
[ransse=rgmvesic |

05/23 sAT 4:00 p.m. t | MARY HALL by: Cathy Flynn
05/24 SUN 10:00 a.m. t | JM HEARD by: Inez & Glenn
05/24 SuN 10:00 a.m. T | JOSEPH V. LACOUR by: Patricia LaCour
05/24 SUN 10:00 a.m. t | JEAN PAUL & RANDY BROSSET by: Mom & Dad
0525 MON  EE= NO MASS MEMORIAL DAY - OFFICE CLOSED
05/27 WED 9:30 a.m. | BENJAMIN H. HOLLEY, Ii by: Glenda Holley
05/28 THU 9:30 a.m. * | JAMES T. wooD, SR. by: James Wood
05/28 THU 9:30 a.m. FRANCES BRADSHAW (BIRTHDAY) by: James Wood
05/30 SAT 4:00 p.m. PARISHIONERS & ALL VICTIMS OF COVID-19
05/31 SUN 10:00 a.m. t | JIM HEARD by: Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Jones
05/31 SUN 10:00 a.m. + | MARY HUGHES by: Severine Rachal
05/31 SUN 10:00 a.m. t | RITA FRUGE by: Tim & Elaine Smith
05/31 SUN 10:00 a.m. PHYLLIS HARRIS (HEALTH & HEALING) by: Libby Campbell

Fr. Michael will be saying the above listed Mass Intentions at their respective mass times listed.

SAT. MAY 23RrRD SAT. MAY 30TH
4:00 P.M. 4:00 P.M.
UNDER MINISTERS

CONSTRUCTION ASSIGNED AT A

LATER DATE

NO VISITS TO SICK & SHUT= IN OR NURSING HOMES UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Gracious God,

On this Memorial Day,
we pray for those who
courageously laid down
their lives for the cause of
freedom. May the
examples of their sacrifice inspire in us the selfless love of Your
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Bless the families of our fallen troops,
and fill their homes and their lives with Your strength and peace.

In union with people of goodwill of every nation, embolden us to
answer the call to work for peace and justice, and thus, seek an
end to violence and conflict around the globe. We ask this through
your name.

- Author Unknown

SAINT VINCENT de PAUL

Is there a neighbor or friend of yours who is in temporary need
because of a loss of a job or an illness? Please leave a message
for the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul....we want to help!

We can be reached Monday - Friday between the hours of

9 am to 11 am & between 1 pm to 3 pm at 318-865-7807.




“PUSHED” OUT ON MISSION : TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Jesus tells the disciples that they will be

There i delightful character in th iginal Dr.!
ere 5 a CEIghl i chatacter T HE ORSIA PV itnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:1-11).

Dolittle Tales called the “Pushmi-Pullyu.” It is a beast|
with two identical halves, with a head at each end. NOI Psalm — God mounts his throne to shouts ijoy: a
matter which direction the beast walks, one end is the - blare of trumpets for the Lord (Psalm 47).

“push me” and the other is the “pull you.” Today’s feast is ! ]

a bit like that in the life of the church. In the book of the | Second Reading — May the Father of glory give you a
Acts of the Apostles, it is the ascension of Christ that calls Spirit of wisdom and revelation (Ephesians 1:17-23).

for the Holy Spirit, which consequently sends or “pushes” ; Gospel — Jesus instructs the Eleven to baptize and teach
the church out on its mission. This is the message that we . people of all nations (Matthew 28:16-20).

hear from the angels today as they tell the friends of Jesus | , ,
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-

nOt tO IOOk up lntO the ClOlldS, but tO get busy It IS thei tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

message of Jesus himself in Matthew’s Gospel, as her """"""""""""""""
sends them out to baptize. He also tells them, “I am with . READINGS FOR THE WEEK

you a'lv&{ays,‘untll the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).1 Monday:  Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab;

And it is this message, confident in faith that Jesus has | Jn 16:29-33

ascended.to shoutg of joy, th?.t “pulls” }Js'along to .ouri Tuesday:  Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21;

final destiny. The life of the faithful  disciple, sent into - In17:1-11a

. . . . I
the world on mission, will one day know the same risen, | Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-36ab;
|

ascended glory Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. IJn17:11b-19
I L I Thursday: Acts 22:30;23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;
: Jn 17:20-26
AINT PHILIP NERI (1515-1595) - May 26 1
S N ( ) ay | Friday: Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab;
. . Jn 21:15-19
In a shop near the Vatican, a group of Americans i ] ] )
laughed as the shopkeeper showed off his fluent English pbaturday; ﬁf;sl-zj(.)lgzo, 30-31; Bs 1134, 5, 7;

and latest souvenir, a key ring whose papal portrait, when ! . e ] ]
pressed, activated a recorded blessing. Through the shop | Sunday: %%—173? 41 3);15193?;_];:;)159%;1%211’_21,65421?? 5(:r

window, two clerics scowled disapproval. The shopkeeper | ) ] ] ;
grunted, “They’re a very somber order who’ve left the - 27-28, 29-30; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39
. » o« . » 1 Day: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34;
Church. I recognize them.” “By their long robes?” an | L Cor 12:3b7. 19-13: In 20:19-23
American asked. “Many in Rome wear robes,” replied the 1 e e
shopkeeper. “It’s their long faces!” When Philip Neri p-=:=-=-=:=+='=r=rmimrmrmrmim e — e = =
arrived in sixteenth-century Rome, there was reason to be - SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
somber. Swiss Guards had been massacred on Saint

Peter’s steps defending the pope. Parts of Europe were | Sunday:  The Ascension of the Lord;

abandoning the Church. But Philip resolved to be an World Communications Day

“apostle of joy,” drawing especially the young to Christ— - Monday:  St. Bede the Venerable;’St. Gregory VIL
and frequent confession and Communion—by his sincere ; St. Mar}/ Magdalene de” Pazzi;

interest in their problems, prayerful example, and gentle | Memorial Day

humor. His “Oratory,” a movement as well as a place, ; Luesday: St. Philip Neri
provided recreation and devotion in a joyful atmosphere of : Yednesday:St. Augustine of Canterbury;

companionship, service, and liturgy. Philip Neri - Shavuot (Jewish observance) begins at sunset
challenges each of us to begin improving Church and ! Th.ursday: Julian Calendar Ascension

world by changing ourselves with unfailing joy. 1 Erl_da_y:_ — _St'_meiV.I ______________

—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.. i LIGHT OF BELIEF
o n mE s s § EEm § s F EEE R S EEm 5 S EEm R Em 8 oW i : : :
. HEAVEN . Every believer in this world must become a
h*ﬂ?y Hm : spark of light. —Pope Saint John XXIII
. L4 ] e e R T

/ The world is only peopled | .

. .4 to people heaven. i WM’C"”M S8 WE APPRECIATE

. !

—St. Francis de Sales




: ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
H The "Uittle Chureh with the Blg Heart”
i always applies throughout the entire year

" May 24 — Ascension Sunday:

Today as we celebrate the feast of the Ascension we
are reminded that Christ’s saving work on earth continues
through his disciples . . . and now through us.

Is there a family you know who needs assistance?
Please call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that
together we can bring peace to those who are hungry.

St. Vincent de Paul has reopened. They will be open every
Wednesday unless we have further notice that they will
close again.

LUCKY NUMBERS FOR CALENDAR YEAR
2021 ON SALE NOW

You can still get your LUCKY NUMBER for 2021 by calling
the office or contacting someone on the Pastoral
Council. The next $100 Visa Gift Card drawing is
September 29th. The 3rd and final drawing to kick off the
2021 daily winnings will be December 29th for a $500 Visa
card. This drawing will include all Lucky Number
purchased up to December 28th. You do not have to be
present to win any of these drawings, you will be
contacted.

We hope everyone is doing well and staying safe during
this pandemic. Please wash your hands, wear your masks
and respect social distancing while getting outside and
enjoying this beautiful spring weather. We will soon be
together again.

God is Good.
Your Pastoral Council

JOB OPENING—ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church (SEAS) in Shreveport,

LA is hiring a full-time Music Director. SEAS has greatly valued its ;
quality music program over the last 20 years. The parish is a .

close-knit community of over 900 families. Duties include but are

not limited to planning and scheduling music/musicians for all
Masses; director of Adult Choir; establish youth choir; scheduling .

and training of cantors; creation of annual budget for music and

liturgy departments; planning and executing of all funerals and :
weddings; develop Parish Liturgy Committee. Qualifications .
include Minimum bachelor's degree in Music or Liturgy; I
proficiency with organ and piano (preferred); ability to direct a *

choir and ability to work with others. The salary range is negotia- ,
ble based on experience. Please call Fr. Mark Watson at (318)
366-7003 for more information or to set up an interview.

; PER FATHER MIKE
First Communion and Confirmations, are postponed
I until the COVID-19 pandemic improves.
Weddings and funerals are limited to ten, or less
- people —it should only include family members.
Confessions by appointment only (until the situation
| improves).
| Anointing of the Sick: please call the office to inform or
. schedule (St. Mary’s at this time). If the Health Facilities
I or Nursing Homes allow it, Fr. Mike or any other available
j Priest will attend to the call.
Please be assured we will keep you in prayers as we
I celebrate Mass. Blessing from Fr. Mike

WE THANK YOU FROM THE
BOTTOM OF OUR HEARTS FOR
SERVING ON THE FRONTLINE OF
THE COVID-19 AND FOR ALL OF
OUR PROBLEMS YOU
ENCOUNTER. WE APPRECIATE
YOUR HARD WORK, SUPPORT,
HUMILITY, DEDICATION,
KINDNESS AND STRENGTH. YOU
ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED
DURING THIS MOST DIFFICULT

! TIME. MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS YOU AND

| KEEP YOU IN HIS CARE. WE LOVE YOU!

Dr. Sonja Gennuso

Dr. Dan Feeney

Dr. Andrea Feeney

Dr. Augustine Njoku

Dr. Lillian Ibe

Dr. John Leavitt

Lorena Robison, RN

Courtney Rachal, RN

Kathleen Candler, RN

Mary Dupuis, CNA

Jennifer Callicoatte, Manager (Clinical Nutrition/
Bariatric Surgery/Diabetes Education Departments)

1| Julie Harris—Director Physical Therapist

i Shannon Davis—Physical Therapist

Marvin Robison—Shuttle Driver for Patients

1| Corp. Julius Jackson—Deputy, Caddo Parish Sheriff’s
Office

Maj. Jennifer Herron—U.S. Air Force

Please let us know if there are other
First Responders from Sacred Heart that
we have left off this list. We would love
to add you in as we will continue to pray
for them. The struggle is not over and
will be ongoing for a while, so we need
to continue to pray for our people
putting themselves in danger for us.

God Bless Them.




Communications

Day

Weekly Collection Needed
Actual Weekly Collection—May 17, 2020

Attendance — May 17, 2020 — 52

$4,772.00
$5,644.00

Thank you!

2nd Collection for May 24th is for Catholic Communications

Campaign

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK

©]J. S. Paluch Co,, Inc. New Requests Robert Gillespie Anthony Priest
Sam Zamora quce Goins quy Boy Proctor-Looi
SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2020 Helen Alverdo e S
Jeff Fiisher Vincente Goncer Margie Remedies
Jeannette Guastella Tammy Rhodes
. Sherry Harper John Roberson
Continued Prayers  pp s Harris Marilyn Robbins
Sr. Andre’ Aycock, D.C. gt "Emma Hendricks Maybelle Roscoe
Gary Bailes Jennifer Herron Judy Rosso
gglr?gk?;)é?\gin Baby Hudson Frances Rost
Jim Hull Mary Ruesch
James & Qianna Beaudoin May 02, 2010 Tanyau Bracey Fr. Tim Hurd Jan?;s RUSSOM
Pete & Bea Cernigliaro May 05, 1967 H‘i‘:r']‘ef:%drzzzg Kelly Jones Billy Samuels
Will & Maria Parker May 15, 2004 Joseph Brown, Jr. Igr?( ﬂ‘ssner II\Dﬂgsri gzﬂgzzr
Elliott Allen & Bernarda Cedano May 16, 2015 Kathleen Candler Dr. Myortt J}L/Jnine Bill Sellnow
Samuel & Geneva Mack May 16, 1970 \(J;eanrril?edr gg‘r’;”ﬁ:g‘ Mark Kapera & Family ~ Adele Serio
Troy & Shannon Davis May 25, 1996 Chauvin Famil?/ g:aqdl}i(ennmgton Jgﬁ? 3hl|||:ln9§|
oria Kerry illings Family
) James Coghlan Wendy King Al Simpson
Happy Bir tﬁc[ays Grace Collins Sophia M. Larsen Aleene Sinclair
\ng"gg%nonn?; Matt Lookenot Betty York Stratton
' & Leona Mandina Billy Samuels
5/01 Sharon Bogues 5/13 Fr. Michael Thang'wa Bg:z)gg’g:ﬁgra S Sr. Gilbert Martin, D.C.  Lloyanda Teneyuque
5/01 Darrin Gallion 5/16 Mary Hall Diane Dabier Mary Matthews Michael Thompson
. . pie Lawson Merick Joetta Waterman
5/02 KEIsey Metoyer 5/16 Juanita Minch Darren I?aws Josephine Miller Braylan Welch
5/03 Mason Metoyer 5/18 Kelviuna Williams jOZ Dags t Otto Miller Linda Wicker
5/04 Ray Coghlan 5/20 Cathy Flynn P?m? rI]Dixng on éuani@a l[\/l/l‘itmr;]hll FB%yan V\X}ﬁ:fef
. - . : ennis Mitche ruce Williams
5/04 Shirley Phillips 5/22 Gloria Kerry Phoenix Dufour Sylvia Moblsy Linda Williams
5/04 Dess Schaefer 5/23 Jaxon Harris Mary DUpUIS. Margaret Moore Richie Williams
5/04 Joseph Tillman, Jr. 5/25 Mike Cernigliaro, Sr. G:g:ﬁ'ﬁg'tt Moore Family James Wood
; o ) John Mussey
5/05 Brfan'da Basco 5/25 Louis Moran William & Erin Gardner ¢ Richard Norsworthy
5/05 Cristi Hay 5/28 Carolyn Fitzgerald Kate Gauthier Dorothy Parker
5/05 LeAndra Mack 5/28 Mary Nash i ———
5/06 Emma White 5/29 Cindy Gould PLEASE PRAY FoR ALL OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:
5/08 J(?nathan Mitchell 5/29 BerTjamln.Henson Maj. Jennifer Herron, Stf. Sgt. Kelly Conner, Sgt. David Duncan,
5/09 Richard Guzman 5/29 Maj. Jennifer Herron Corp. Adam C. Henson, Lt. Sgt. Joey Martinez, GL6 Shannon
5/09 Mini Mathews 5/31 Stephanie Carr Martinski Montes, Sgt. Andrew Montes, Sgt. Terrance Laborde,
5/11 Arian Reyes 5/31 Nina Glorioso Capt. Nicholas Smith, Darnell Gillie, Erik Restevio, Aaron Schmidt,
5/13 Wayne Cotner 5/31 Lisette Moore and PFC Charles Gilmore, Cobey West, 2nd Lt. Adam Messinger,
y
5/31 Teresa Pizzolato Pvt. 1st Class Jaxon Wright and women who are serving our
country, here and abroad, and for their families awaiting their safe
return.
Our Birthday List is generated from our Shelby Program. If you wish Mary Powell (318'621'00,22) is the Fontact person to add or
your name and your family’s name to appear in our Birthday List and you | remove someone from this prayer lists. Let her'know when )
are a parishioner of Sacred Heart. Please pick up a Census Formin the | the name should be removed from our prayer list. Names will
Foyer of the Church fill it out and place it in the basket at any Mass. be removed after four (4) weeks. If you need an extension, also
contact Mary Powell.




Beloved Parishioners of St. Mary’s and Sacred Heart Churches, welcome back.

God is good...all the time!

Following phase | reopening directives, and guidelines from our Bishop, Francis Malone, we will be resuming public
Mass from this weekend (16/17t May). Our Mass times are:

e St. Mary of the Pines: Saturday 6.00 PM; Sunday 8.30AM and 5.00PM.
e Sacred Heart: Saturday 4.00PM; Sunday 10.00AM

In order to maintain social distancing, we will only have 25% seating capacity for our churches. Thus, seating will be
limited!

In this regard:

¢ St. Mary’s Mass goers: Please call or text to reserve a seat for you and your family (318-507-7645) — as you
make the reservation include the number in your party and the Mass you plan to attend. Please make a

reservation; it will help us keep track of the numbers.

o All: Wearing a mask is required — and a must — while within the church compound and during Mass. No one
will be admitted in the church without a mask on (covering your nose and your mouth). Be prudent and
charitable! As of now, we do not have masks to provide: please bring your own.

o All: Observe hygiene: wash your hands, sanitize, and avoid unnecessary contacts with people, animals, and
things. There will be hand sanitizer available in the foyer.

e All: To make sure that we maintain proper sanitation, the church will be sanitized after every Mass.

o Fr. Mike will distribute Holy Communion to those who will not be able to attend Mass:

» Sacred Heart - on Sunday between 10.45 and 11.15AM.
»  St. Mary of the Pines — on Sunday between 12.00 and 12.30PM.

o At St. Mary of the Pines, we will enter the church through the door on the right only: ushers will be there to
guide you. On exit, all the four doors of the church will be open for easier exit and to avoid unnecessary
congregating at the main door.

e St. Mary’s: Collection baskets will be placed at the entrance of the church: you can also continue to mail in
your tithes and donations or give online on our website www.stmaryshreveport.org

e |f you are not able to attend Mass, please join us on Facebook Live:

» St Mary of the Pines Facebook page for Masses at St. Mary’s Church;
»  Sacred Heart Facebook page for Masses at Sacred Heart Church

e Please note: the obligation to attend Mass is still dispensed — so, if you are not able to come for Mass,
especially because you are in a high risk group because of age or an underlying condition, please stay home.
We will keep you in prayers and love.
| know it is not an easy time for all of us: thank you for your patience and cooperation as we follow these guidelines
for the good of humanity. May the good Lord bless you now and always.

With love and prayers,

Fr. Michael Thang'wa,
Pastor



From:

Date:

RE:

2.

3.

Diocese of Shreveport Officeofthe Bishop

3500 Fairfield Avenue Shreveport, LA 71104
PI-:1:318-868-4441 FAX:318-868-4469

Memo to:  All Priests and Deacons in the Diocese of Shreveport

Bishop Francis |. Malone
May 8, 2020

Directives for Worship During the COVID-19 Pandemic

The mandate promulgated by me, on March 13, 2020, dispensing the obligation to attend Mass on Sun-
days to the faithful of the Diocese of Shreveport and the restrictions placed on the public celebration of
Mass remains in effect until further notice. Recognizing the need to begin preparing for the
eventuality of once again celebrating Mass with the people, I issue the following directives. Related
questions or concerns should be directed to our Vicar General, Fr. Matthew Long at vg@dioshpt.org or to

my office.

Directives for Worship during the COVID-19 Pandemic

General Norms:

1. The Faithful continue to be dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass.

If someone has preexisting conditions that make them vulnerable, if they are feeling sick, suspect
they may be sick or have a sick member in their family, they should not attend Mass.
The number of people who are allowed to gather in the Church for Mass or other events must not
exceed 25% of the total church occupancy. (This number may be subject to change based on
government directives.)
For those who are uncomfortable gathering in a larger group for Sunday Mass but still desire to
receive the Eucharist, daily Masses will be available.
For parishes whose average Sunday Mass attendance exceeds 25% of the total church occupancy,
the following must be done:
a. Additional Masses should be added on Sunday and for the Anticipated Mass to
accommodate the total number who regularly attend Mass at your parish.
b. Mass can also be simulcast to another location on your campus, i.e. gym, parish hall,
and then communion distributed in that space.
i. All the guidelines as to occupancy and social distancing must be followed.
i The people should be encouraged to participate fully with responses and postures.
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c. People must reserve the Mass they plan to attend via social media, telephone and/or

other electronic means.
L Those who arrive at a Mass and do not have a registration may be directed
to simulcast locations, or are invited to attend Mass at another time.

6. All hymnals and missalettes must be removed from the church.
a. Singing should not be encouraged for the congregation.
b. Music should be limited to instrumental, if possible.

Logistical Considerations:

1. Only the main door of the church should be used for entrance, with the exception of those with
special needs.
a. Doors should be propped open or held open by greeters or ushers.
2. Ushers or church staff members must ensure that the number of parishioners allowed into the
church does not exceed the occupancy requirement.
a. There should be either a prepared roster for attendees at each Mass, or an active count
being taken at the door.
3. The church must be sanitized after each Mass, including pews, bathrooms and doors.
a. You can encourage the parishioners to wipe down the area they sat in or have ushers or
staff members do so.
b. You can also create a sanitizing ministry, with a crew ready after each Mass.
c. You should provide the necessary items to sanitize the church.
4. Social distancing must be observed (6 feet apart).
a. Families who live in the same household may sit together in one pew.
b. Close every other pew in the Church.
c. Only allow seating on either end of each pew with a 6 foot neutral zone in the middle.
i. Lines must be marked in the aisle to make sure social distancing is observed in the
communion line.
5. Limit the ministers allowed in the sanctuary to clerics, seminarians and altar servers.
a. Use the minimum number of altar servers necessary for a proper celebration of the Mass.
b. Utilize only one reader for each Mass.
6. Require all ministers to use proper hygiene of their hands.
a. Ministers must not touch their eyes, nose or mouth during the Mass.
7. Ministers and parishioners must all wear masks during the Mass except during communion.
a. Children under the age of seven (7) are not required to wear masks.
8. Collection baskets should not be passed among the people. The ushers can either use baskets on
long poles or the baskets can be placed at the entrance to the church.
9. Church restrooms should be limited to emergency use.
a. Encourage parishioners to use the restroom in their home before coming to Mass.
10. No paper bulletins or worship aids are allowed.
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Liturgical Considerations:

It is appropriate to use a recited entrance antiphon and communion antiphon at Masses where
there is no entrance or communion hymn.
There should be no presentation of gifts. Instead, the gifts should be placed on the credence table
or the altar prior to Mass.
During the Our Father, the faithful must not hold hands, including families.
a. The proper posture is hands clasped in a prayerful position.
The priest, deacon and any extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion must wear masks during
the distribution of Holy Communion.
a. They must also sanitize their hands prior to and after the distribution of Communion.
Gloves must not be worn during distribution of Communion by either the Minister or those
receiving it.
Distribution of Communion:
a. Priests, deacons, and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion over the age of 65
shall not distribute communion.
b. Different ways to distribute Communion:
L All remain in their place and the minister goes throughout the Church passing through
the empty pews to distribute to each individual.
IL People come forward as usual, maintaining social distancing even in communion lines,

and approach the minister as usual. In this option, the front pews must not be used for seating.

1. It may be effective to mark distance on the floor so that parishioners have an
easier time social distancing in line.

111. People come forward as usual, maintaining social distancing, but they line up across the front
in an area clearly marked and the minister comes to them. In this option, the front pews
must not be used for seating.

c. Communion must be given with no bodily contact.
1. The preferred method of distribution during this time is on the hand.
ii. Let the Host touch the person's hand and then release it.
d. Communion on the tongue is not encouraged at this time.
L Itis at the pastor's discretion if communion on the tongue shall be offered.
. If ithas been given the minister must pause, sanitize his hands, and continue the
distribution of Communion.

1. A table approximately waist high and large enough to place hand sanitizer, a towel,
and the ciborium should be placed next to the distribution station in order to facilitate
the sanitization between communicants.

ni. Ifan entire family is receiving communion on the tongue, it is appropriate to sanitize after

distributing to the entire unit as if they were one parishioner.
The Precious Blood is not to be offered.

People who are not receiving communion should be discouraged from approaching the
ministers for a blessing.
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1. All the people present will receive a blessing prior to g. the dismissal at the
conclusion of Mass.
g. The sign of peace should be omitted from the Communion Rite.

i. Ifatthe pastor's discretion the sign of peace is to be offered then it should be
done with abow to the other person.

Dismissal:
1. Social distancing must be observed at the conclusion of Mass.

a. People should be directed not to gather in the Church, the Narthex or the Gathering Space
but to exit immediately.

b. There should be ushers or staff members who assist in guiding the faithful from the
Church.

c. The use of multiple exits is encouraged.
d. Parishioners should be encouraged to exit immediately so that the sanitization of the
church can begin.
L Gathering in parking lots should be discouraged in order to respect social
distancing and allow room for those arriving for the next Mass.

Thank you for your continued efforts to meet the needs of the people of our Diocese during this chal-
lenging time in the life of the Church. Please be assured of my continual prayers and gratitude to each
of you and all the people of our diocese.
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