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MISSION STATEMENT  
We, the parish of Sacred Heart, are committed to enriching the 
Spirituality of the parish family, the Christian community, and all 
brothers and sisters created in God’s divine image and likeness.  We 
are called by the Holy Spirit, under the leadership of our Bishop and 
Pastor, to assist others through the development and promotion of 
various ministries.  We pray for Divine guidance that we may serve 
others with truth, courage, forethought and compassion.      

Parish Council 1998 

 

MASSES ARE AS FOLLOWS                                         

            Saturday — 6:00 p.m. and Sunday — 10:30 a.m. 
  with Rosary recited 30 minutes before Saturday Mass                
 

 

WEEK DAY MASS  

Wednesday — 10:00 a.m. in the Church  
 9:00 a.m. Adoration and Benediction 

Anointing of the Sick is the First Wednesday of Each Month 
 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION MASSES 

 12:05 p.m. Day of the Holy Day  
 

Reconciliation 
 

Sunday: 10:10 a.m. before 10:30 am Mass  
Wednesday: 9:00 - 9:45 a.m. before 10:00 am Mass 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday — 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. 
 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
 

          Pre K 3 through High School — Sunday at 9:00 a.m.               

                                      September — May 
 

O.C.I.A. (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
          For those interested in exploring the Catholic Faith                   

Sunday at 9:15 - 10:15 a.m.  September — May 
 

BULLETIN NOTICE DEADLINE 
 
 

— MONDAY 1:00 PM for the following Sunday’s bulletin  — 

Please email your request to libbyac@sacredheartshreveport.org  
You can drop it off at the church office or place your written 
announcement in the collection basket on Saturdays or Sundays. 
                        

                                               Thank you.       

BAPTISM: Call the office three months prior to 
anticipated birth to schedule a preparation class after 

which a Baptism date can be scheduled. 
 

 

FIRST COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION: Please contact 
Aga Chandler, Coordinator of Religious Ed.    
 
MARRIAGE: Contact the office six months prior to 
anticipated wedding date.  Pre-Cana is required for all 
engaged couples and should be attended at least three 
months before the wedding. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & MINISTRY OF CARE: If 

you or someone you know is seriously ill, hospital or 
home bound, and would like the Anointing of the Sick, 
please call the Church office to make arrangements to 
have a priest come and visit.  The Eucharist can also be 
brought to homebound parishioners by an Extraordinary 
Minister.                                  

WE WELCOME YOU AND INVITE YOU 
 

to fill out a form to become a member of our special Little Church 
with the Big Heart.  The green census forms are located in the back 
of the Church.  You may put the completed form in the collection 
basket, mail it to the office, or bring it in during office hours.                                                                                                                                                            

We welcome you to our family.  

BIENVENIDO A LOS RECIÉN LLEGADOS! 
 

Por favor rellene un formulario de censo situado en el vestíbulo de la Iglesia.  Usted 
puede poner el formulario en la cesta de la colección, enviarlo por correo a la 
Oficina o llamar a su información a la Oficina de la parroquia durante las horas de 
oficina. 

Nosotros le damos la bienvenida a nuestra familia. 



                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

✟ 

SAINT VINCENT de PAUL 
 

Is there a neighbor or friend of yours who is in temporary need 
because of a loss of a job or an illness?  Please leave a message 
for the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul….we want to help! 
We can be reached Monday - Friday between the hours of  
9 am to 11 am & between 1 pm to 3 pm at 318-865-7807. 

 
 
by:  An Cao 
by:  The Family 
by:  The Schaefer Family 
 
 

by:  An Cao 
by:  Claudia LaRoux 
by:  Mary Powell 
        
by:  Manuel Sepulvado 
by:  Cindy McGowan 
 

by:  An Cao 
by:  Inez Leone 

 
Reader 1 
Reader 2 

Altar Server A 
Altar Server B                                                                               

EMHC1 
EMHC2 

Mary French 
Jennifer Callicoatte 

Maria Parker 
Bryce Britnell 

Annabelle Callicoatte 
Micaella Wambui/ 
Alyssa Wanjeri 

✟ 

sun., oct. 01- 10:30 am 

Cynthia Gould 
Deacon Clary Nash 

sat., sep. 30- 6:00 pm 

Richard Guzman 

sun., sep. 24 - 10:30 am sat., sep. 23 - 6:00 pm 

1-888-411-1333  
Free.  Confidential.  24 Hours 

 

SUICIDE HOTLINE —  1-877-994-2275 
 

If you are out of town and would like to find a mass near you. Go 
to ww.MassTimes.org or call  734-794-2100. 

✟ 

✟ 

✟ 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 24, 2023 

 

Are you envious because I am generous? 
“Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

 

Matthew 20:1-16a 

 

Barbara Reilly 
Lucy Rivero 

Dardanella Powell 
Roberta Moses 

Joseph Tillman 
Ruth Willis 

Walt Recker 

Jimmy Willis 
Bianca Chandler/ 
Stacey Pangatungan 

Barbara Lichtfuss 
Darlene Cain 

Marilyn Crosby 
Deacon Clary Nash 

✟ 

✟ 

✟ 

FOOD DONATIONS FOR 
 TRISKER  ORPHANAGE 

 
Thank you, my dear friends, for your quick      
response to the food needs at Trisker            
Orphanage. I am wiring $1800 today for the kids' 

food. For ten years, I have seen how God provides for these children 
in various ways. You are their hands, feet, heart, and voice of Christ 
for them. Thank you for always being God’s angels in a tangible way. 
The Director and team at Trisker Orphanage fight daily to provide 
loving care for these children, and you fill in the gaps when they need 
it. I am blessed to know each of you, and you fill my heart with joy. 
Most importantly, you are actively showing these children that they 
have a loving Father. May God bless each of you, Jamie Jett 
     If you wish to donate to this wonderful ministry, go to 
www.pickitforward.com.  You can donate at this website, and view all 
they do. 

✟ 

 
 
 

ALL PARISHIONERS OF SACRED HEART & ST. MARY OF THE PINES 
LE THI HAO (MARIE) 
JIM HEARD 
KIMBERLY SALTER CARROLL 
 

ADORATION, BENEDICTION AND CONFESSION 
LE THI HAO (MARIE) 
RAYNETTE SEPULVADO 
BUCK PROCELL 
 

RAYNETTE SEPULVADO & AUBREY BAILES 
TERRY & MARY KAY JONES 
LE THI HAO (MARIE) 
FAY CUNNINGHAM 

 

 

09/23 SAT. 
09/24 SUN. 
09/24 SUN. 
09/24 SUN. 
 

09/27 WED. 
09/27 WED. 
09/27 WED. 
09/27 WED. 
 

09/30 SAT. 
09/30 SAT. 
10/01 SUN 
10/01 SUN 

    
 

   6:00 p.m. 
 10:30 a.m.           
 10:30 a.m. 
 10:30 a.m. 
  
   9:00 a.m. 
 10:00 a.m. 
 10:00 a.m. 
 10:00 a.m. 
 

   6:00 p.m. 
   6:00 p.m. 
 10:30 a.m. 
 10:30 a.m. 

 

✟ 



HOMILY-GOD IS JUST AND MERCIFUL 
September 24, 2023 

By:  Fr. Mark Watson, Pastor 
 
 

 
One of my joys in priesthood has been encountering people who have gone through conversion in their lives.  That conversion might take many forms.  
I have experienced great joy in the lives of these individuals and in the lives of members of the Church who have welcomed them back.  In the parable 
of today’s Mass Jesus communicates that the salvation of God is for all and those whose are closest to God should rejoice with those who come back 
to God after lives of sin and separation. 

Our first reading is taken from the section of the Book of Isaiah which was written when the people of the kingdom of Judah 
were in captivity in Babylon.  The reading ends with the words, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my 
ways, says the Lord.  As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways above your ways and my thoughts 
above your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9).  The ways of God are far beyond our ways.  In today’s Gospel we will see how the 
ways of God are beyond our ways. 
 
Jesus uses a parable to speak to us of the generosity of God.  Jesus teaches that the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
who goes to the marketplace to hire workers to bring in the harvest.  The harvest is a symbol of the judgement.  He invites 
workers to the vineyard beginning at 6:00 am.  He continues to invite workers to work in the vineyard throughout the day.  He 
invites workers to go to the vineyard at noon, at 3:00 pm and finally at 5:00 pm.  The reading speaks to us of how God       
constantly invites people into the kingdom. 
 
In order to understand the story we are to imagine the first group of workers who are in the hot sun throughout the entire day.  
We are also to reflect on the group of workers who were hired at the end of the day and so were only in the sun for about one 
hour in the cool of the evening. 

 
At the end of the day the owner of the vineyard asked the foreman to gather the laborers and give them their pay.  Those who 
worked for only one hour received a full day’s pay.  The group that had worked for an entire day received the same full day’s 
wage.  This was the wage to which they had agreed at the beginning of the day.  Those who worked the whole day grumbled 
against the owner since they received the same amount as those who worked for only one hour.  The owner reminds the 
workers who had worked in the hot sun all day that this was not unjust as they had agreed to this wage. 
 
The owner of the vineyard is a symbol of God and shows that God is generous in his giving of salvation.  The gift of eternal 
life is the same whether one enters the kingdom at the beginning or end of his/her life.  God is just as he gives the gift of     
salvation to all of the workers as he promised and God is merciful as he gives salvation to all of those who faithfully work in 
the vineyard.   The Scripture scholar, Daniel Harrington, indicates that the point of the story is that eternal life is a              
sufficiently abundant reward for everyone.  
 
The attitude of those who were hired first reminds us that we do not earn God’s grace through our efforts but instead that 
God’s grace is a free gift.  The mercy of God does not depend on our merits or works.  God’s mercy is a free gift.  It is given 
both to those who do and do not deserve His mercy.   God does not make distinctions between people based on years of 
commitment. 
 
The story does not give us the perspective of those who were hired at the end of the day and who worked for one hour in the 
cool of the evening.  I imagine if this scene had been described the story would show that they leapt for joy.  We should show 
the same joy in reflecting how God blesses us with salvation.  Let us give thanks that God’s thoughts are not our thoughts and 
that God’s ways are above our ways.    We have a God who is merciful to us not because we deserve that mercy.  Let us give 
thanks that we have a God who simply loves us because God is love. 



 

Notice any difference between the attitude of Paul in the second reading and 
that of the workers in the Matthew’s Gospel? The workers grumble because 
the latecomers got the same pay as those who worked all day. Paul has 
worked for the Lord for years, yet he thinks it is better to keep working than to 
claim his reward of eternal life.   

     The workers grumbled because the landowner gave the same wages to the 
ones who only worked for an hour. (You can imagine the picket signs:        
Vinedressers Local on Strike:    Management Unfair!) Matthew was referring to 
the Jews who had served God for centuries and now see newcomer Gentiles 
claiming equality in the church. They were complaining about God’s generosity 
in reaching out to all peoples, not just the chosen few. God’s generosity is the 
real point. Contrast that with Paul, who loves the Philippians so much that he is 
willing to put off his heavenly reward if he can help any more people come to 
Christ. That is the attitude that Jesus hopes for in all his disciples. We can care 
more about bringing Jesus to others than we do about our own comfort or 
even our lives. We can do this because we know the Lord’s ways are not fair—
they are more generous than we can imagine!         Tom Schmidt 

 
DIOCESAN WIDE “FAMILY PICNIC” 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2023 
FROM:  2:00 PM—6:00 PM 

 
   The Diocesan Multicultural Ministry invites all families to enjoy 
an afternoon filled with games, food and fun!  Bring a blanket with 
you. 
   We are asking everyone to pick up a Family Picnic Registration 
Form.  Fill it out and turn it in to Sacred Heart Church Office, and 
we will send it in for you or you can go on-line at the Diocesan 
Website and sign up on line.  You will then receive a ticket from 
the diocese for your food when you attend the picnic.  The food 
that will be served is Pizza and Nachos. 
   Sounds like fun and we hope that Sacred Heart families will    
attend and have a great time.  The price is $5/person.  If you       
cannot afford $5/person due to a large family, the price will be 
negotiated.  There are paper registration forms in the Narthex, just 

ask a Mass Captain. 
 

 
 

 
 

Sep 24—Parish Picnic after Sunday Mass 
Sep 26—Mass at Noon at Holy Trinity  
Sep 26—Understanding the Hearts of Young People-St. Joseph 6:30 pm 
Sep 28—Parish Birthday Luncheon—11:30 am—Earnestly Tooties 
Sep 30—Gather West– 6 thru 12 grades-6 to 9:30 at St. Jude church 
Oct 01—Bible Study– Book of Mark– 9 to 10:15 am in Rectory 
Oct 08—Blessing of the Pets—Time to be Determined 
Oct 08—The Angels Gathered—Free Concert at Holy Trinity @ 5 pm 
Oct 14—Diocesan Wide Family Picnic—2 to 4 pm-See registration form 
Oct 15—Family of Faith Gathering, Gab. Hall, 9 am to 10:15 am 
Oct 22—9:45 am-Living Rosary led by Youth 
Oct 20-22—Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat (Healing Retreat) 
Oct 29—11:30 am Trunk-or-Treat 
Nov 01—Holy Day of Obligation—12:05 pm Mass– No 10 am Mass 
Nov 02—Memorial Mass at 5:00 pm for All Souls Day 
Nov 19—Family of Faith Gathering, Gab. Hall, 9 am to 10:15 am 
Dec. 17—Family of Faith Gathering, Gab. Hall, 9 am to 10:15 am 

PARISH BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON 
FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

The September Birthday Luncheon for the parish 
will be on Thursday, September 28th at 11:30 at 
Earnestly Tooties on Lakeshore in Shreveport. 

     Come and join the fun in celebrating birthdays, we will have a cake 
for the occasion.  Dutch treat!  We do need a headcount for the            
reservation.  Please call Elaine Smith by September 26th at 318-453-
4145 to let her know. 

                       ST. VINCENT DE  PAUL 
 

           The "Little Church with the  Big Heart” 

       always applies throughout the entire year 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time: 
     On September 27, the Church celebrates the feast of St. Vincent de 
Paul, who knew that “God had sent him to bring good news to the poor.”  
Together with your gifts, the members of the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul continues his work and mission in our parish. 

     Is there a neighbor or friend of yours who is in temporary need because  
of a loss of a job or an illness?  Please leave a message for the Society of St.  
Vincent de Paul...we want to help! 

pledged  $8,933 for 34.4% of goal pledged.  The amount 

FAMILY OF FAITH GATHERINGS 
 

     Family of Faith Gatherings has started. All families are very     
welcome to join us this Fall! The goal of this program is to encourage 
and equip you to live and teach your children the Catholic Faith at 
home. The meetings will take place in Gabriel Hall from 9:00 am till 
10:15 am every 3rd Sunday of the month.  Our next meeting is Oct. 

15th.                       Aga Chandler, PSR Coordinator 

HEALING WEEKEND RETREAT 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT 

Rachel's Vineyard Retreat: If you or someone you love is hurting from an 

abortion, please call the dedicated line: 318-588-1064 for information, or 

visit the website at www.rachelsvineyard.org. Absolute confidentiality is 

maintained by team members and participants prior to, during, and      

following the Rachel's Vineyard Retreats. The next Rachel's Vineyard      

Retreat will be October 20-22, 2023. 

         2023 Gather West—Parish Registration Packet 
Who:     Youth in the 6th thru 12th grades in this Diocese 
What:    2023 Gather West 
When:   Sat., September 30, 2023, from 6:00-9:30 pm 
Where:  St. Jude Catholic Church (4700 Palmetto Rd., Benton, LA  71006 
Why:  This event will be an opportunity for youth throughout the deanery to 
“Gather” for food, fellowship, faith, and fun!  Our speaker is Braden      
Johnson.  He speaks to create a culture of young people who are         
passionate and excited about their faith.  

Lucky Calendar Numbers 2023 Winners 
                              September 10 - 16, 2023 
 
Date            Amt.   No.       Winner            Sold by: 

9/10 Sun.  $  50.00 # 073 – No Winner (this # called twice so far) 
9/11 Mon. $  25.00 # 493 – No Winner 
9/12 Tue.  $  25.00 # 140 – Callie M. sold by Richard G. 
9/13 Wed. $  25.00 # 988 – No Winner (this # called twice so far) 
9/14 Thu.  $  25.00 # 907 – Donna C. sold by BeBe 
9/15 Fri.    $  25.00 # 868 – No Winner 
9/16 Sat.   $  35.00 # 204 – No Winner 
 
                 Congratulations to the winners for the weeks. 

http://www.catholic.org/photos/


                   Scripture Readings 
For the Week of Sept. 24, 2023 

 Weekly Collection Needed 
 
Regular Collection — Sep. 16 & 17, 2023 
(Included on-line giving Sept. 1 –17, 2023) 
 
Attendance:  Sep. 16 & 17, 2023 — 213 

 
There is a Second Collection on October 21 & 22 for “World Mission 
Sunday. 

$  4,772.00 
 
$  3,316.00 
 

Sun:            
 
 

Mon: 
 
 

Tue: 
 

 
Wed: 
 

 
 

Thur: 
 

 
 
Fri: 
 
 
 
 

Sat: 

 
Sun: 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18; Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a 
 

Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6; Lk 8:16-18 
      

Memorial of Saints Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs 
Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5; Lk 8:19-21 
  

Memorial of Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest 
Ezr 9:5-9; Tobit 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8; Lk 9:1-6 
 

Memorial of Saint Wencelaus, Martyr and Saint Lawrence 
Ruiz, and Companions, Martyrs 
Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a & 9b; Lk 9:7-9 
 

Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, Archangels 
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12ab; Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5;  
Jn 1:47-51 
   

Memorial of Saint Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
Zec 2:5-9. 14-15a; Jeremiah 31:10, 11-12ab, 13; Lk 9:43b-45 
 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Phil 2:1-11 or Phil 2:1-5; Mt 
21:28-32 

       YOGA CLASSES ARE EVERY THURSDAY 10 A.M. IN  
       GABRIEL HALL.  OUR INSTRUCTOR IS MRS. AGA  
       CHANDLER.   EVERYONE IS INVITED. 

THE ANGELS GATHERED 
A FREE CONCERT 

October 8, 2023 @ 5:00 P.M. 
 

Music commissioned by the Shreveport Summer Music Festival, 
Composed and conducted by Maestro Kermit Poling, performed 
by the Cathedral Choir of St. John Berchmans, St. Cecilia Society, 
Prisma, Shreveport Opera Express and the Shreveport Festival 
Orchestra, and dedicated to the memory of the Five Priests who 
gave their lives during the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1873. 
 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
   315 Marshall Street,  Shreveport, LA 


