
Bulletin for the Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 9, 2021 

Our Family of Parishes 

Grow as a Disciple | pray, study, engage, serve                                                                                                

Grow: I have 20/15 vision. I can see things in the distance as well as close up. But that doesn’t mean I can 

see everything perfectly. Because of a difference in how each eye focuses, I can’t find those hidden 

images in “magic eye” posters, and forget trying to watch a 3D movie! Seeing all things perfectly is not 

something many of us could claim, including Peter. And yet, with God’s help, he understands a vision God 

gave to him: “In truth,” Peter says, “I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation, whoever 

fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him.” Through God’s mercy and Jesus’ redemptive cross, the 

kingdom of God has been prepared for all peoples. God’s saving power has been revealed. With faith, 

and the help of the Holy Spirit in living out the commandments, we can fix our eyes on Christ – the 

revelation of God’s love who came into the world that we might have life through him.                                                                                                 

Go evangelize | prayer, invitation, witness, accompaniment                                                                                  

Go: So much information comes to us every day, in all forms of media, there are now even shortcuts to 

the shortcuts for grasping the content. My personal favorite is the abbreviation, “TL; DR” which means, 

“too long, didn’t read.” Some might claim that we are dumbing down our culture with this type of 

shorthand notation, or we could argue that clear, concise, and straightforward is simply best. And that is 

what Jesus gives us today in his one commandment: “Love one another as I love you.” He offers 

commentary for the commandment and gives reasons for why he is telling it to us, but the crux of it 

cannot be missed: love one another. It is a commandment both simple, yet complex; easy, yet at times 

exponentially difficult to live. So Jesus provides the key to fulfilling it by saying, “remain in my 

love” [emphasis mine]. Faithfulness to a sacramental life and participation in communal living give us the 

grace to remain in that love – which in turn transforms and enables us to share that love with others.                                                         

Pray: To honor the celebration of Mother’s Day, pray the rosary today for the intentions of our mothers, 

for those who have been motherly influences to us, and for those who long to be mothers. 

 

St. Joseph’s Immaculate Conception        Holy Name of Mary 

MASS INTENTIONS Mass Schedule for the week of May 10—15 

Tuesday 
1. Bill & Tina Eybergen                                                                               Clara & Vic Meilutis 
2. Ariel Andrew Hall                                                                    Michael & Rosa Ort & family 
3. The intentions of the Vanstraaten family                    K of C, Council 1431, 3rd Degree 
 
Wednesday                                  
1. Jean Stelmachuk                                                                               Harry & Eileen Thomas 
2. The intentions of Lynnette McLeod                                              Patti & Randy Rothwell 
3. Fred Dovigi                                                                     Christina & Steve Deluca & family 
 
Thursday 
1. Pat & Ed Beecroft                                                                                                 Their family  
2. Mary Margaret Cassone                                                                St. Joseph’s School Staff 
3. Paul Dupuis                                                                       K of C, Council 1431, 3rd Degree                                                                                           
 
Friday 
1. George Brickman                                                                                 Marg & Jim Brickman 
2. The intentions of the Vloet & Vanderhyden families 
3. Sharon Klooster                                                                                   Susan Haves & family 
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We ask you to pray:  

Please pray for those who have died— 

Especially  Peter Bokkers, Tom Tevlin, Mary Margaret Cassone and Raymonde Abboud.                                                                        

May they rejoice in Your kingdom with you for eternity.    

Please pray for those who are sick— 
Especially for Hermina Reurink, Alea Fletcher, Barb Leyser, Claire Nicholson, Connor Bennett.  

Please pray for vocations, especially for: 
Fr. Gerry Campeau, Fr. Terrence McNamara, Brothers of St. Louis, Fr. Richard Janisse,         

Deacon Richard Walter, Deacon Jerome Lozon, Sr. Elizbieta Mruczek (Pastoral Minister),  

religious communities,  Bishop Fabbro and Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Dabrowski and Pope Francis.  

 

Sacraments  -   During the current stay at home order, confessions are suspended (with the 
exception of an emergency) and our date for First Communions has been put on hold.      
Weddings and funerals may be celebrated with a maximum of 10 people in attendance.               
For an emergency requiring the assistance of a priest, please call the Parish office and press ext. 9 

Baptisms - Please call the office and  register your child. Please leave a message at extension 0.      

We will outline our current restrictions for your information.                                                                    

First Reconciliation  Registration begins again in the fall, 2021.                                                

First Holy Communions  We will prepare for a new date as soon as COVID restrictions 

allow. However, children are continuing their preparation with their workbooks and will 

soon view a Parish video entitled “Fr. David presents—how to receive your First 

Communion!”  (starring Fr. David!)  Any questions can be directed to Mary Chisholm at  

519-271-6722 ext. 24. Registration for this sacrament is now closed for this year. 

Confirmation  If you haven’t already done so, please contact Mary with the name of your 

sponsor and the saint’s name you have chosen as your Confirmation name. Candidates 

and their families continue to prepare for this sacrament at home by participating in the 

Decision Point program that is online with full support from the Parish Team. Any 

questions or concerns can be directed to Mary at mchisholm@dol.ca. If COVID restrictions 

allow, Confirmation will take place at Holy Name of Mary and St. Joseph’s churches on 

Sunday, June 13th.                                                                                                                        

Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church 

office to speak with one of the priests.  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Good and Gentle God, 

We pray in gratitude for our mothers who have joined with You                                                                          

in the wonder of bringing forth new life.                                                                                                                

You, who became human through a woman, grant to all mothers                                                                               

the courage they need to face the uncertain future                                                                                                  

that life with children always brings. 

Give them the strength to love and to be loved in return,                                                                                           

Give them the faithful support of husband, family and friends                                                                                

as they care for the physical and spiritual growth of their children. 

Give them joy and delight in their children to sustain them                                                                              

through the trials of motherhood.                                                                                                                            

Most of all, give them the wisdom                                                                                   

to turn to you for help when they need it most.                                                            

Lord, we also ask you to bless our Grandmothers,                                                        

Godmothers, sisters, aunts and nieces,                            

and all those who love and care for children.                                                                                                

Together, let us work                                                                 

to bring these little ones ever and always                               

closer to You.        

Amen! 



 
AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 

 
Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 

 
Stratford Office:  96 Huron Street     Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
St. Marys Office  149 King Street North    Thursdays 9:00  a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
Phone: 519-271-6722   Stratford 

 
              519-284-2593   St. Marys 
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DONATE 
   During these difficult times your financial support is especially appreciated:  

Holy Name of Mary:     https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 
Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 

St. Joseph's:        https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 
To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message for her at extension 23.   

 

Parish Office and Premises Updates 

 

The Parish Office is CLOSED.  Parish staff are working from home. Staff can be reached  
during regular office hours by phone or email.  PLEASE leave a voice message if you call so that we 
can handle your requests efficiently.  
 
The Parish Halls are CLOSED.  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul will be able to  
continue operating the food bank and providing take-out only community meals from the St. Jo
seph’s Parish hall.  Strict Covid protocols are in place. 
 
Masses are suspended.  Scheduled Confessions are suspended.  Mass is live streamed on Sunday 
at 11:30 a.m. from St. Joseph’s Church.  Please visit www.avonthamescatholic.dol.ca and find the 
link on the home page to our YouTube channel. 
 
There are a few things to help us to serve you better.  You will find a secure drop box just to the 
right of the office door which will accept envelopes and packages. You will also find a doorbell just 
above the drop box if you have a pre-arranged appointment with a priest for emergency reasons.  
Thank you for your patience and cooperation during these uncertain times.                            
 
For general inquires please call 519-271-6722 for the main office or St. Marys office at                   
519-284-2593.   Email: avonthamescatholic@dol.ca  
 
For questions regarding donations of any kind and for e-transfers please contact Maureen at:      
519-271-6722 ext. 23 or mmarcelissen-hnm@dol.ca.  You can donate online by clicking the links 
the bottom of this page.  
 
For questions regarding the premises, buildings and COVID protocol please contact Nancy 
at 519-271-6722 ext. 21 or nbomasuit@dol.ca         

         Flocknote—Why is it  such a useful tool for our Parish?   

Our relatively new communication tool called ‘Flocknote’ has many 

ways to help reach out to our parishioners. Most are familiar with 

receiving a weekly email to register for Masses, but there is so much 

more to this tool! Fr. David sends out a weekly message that is meant to update and 

inform his flock, along with sending out the weekly bulletin. We use Flocknote for sacra

mental preparation as we are able to communicate directly with families who have chil

dren making First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion or being confirmed. (we can even 

send out instructional videos!) Parish Council, CWL’s, music ministry, altar servers are 

examples of groups that will be communicating and updating in this way. If you aren’t 

registered you may be missing out! All that is required is an email address and/or a cell 

phone number.                                                                                                                                               

If you know of a senior, whether a family member or friend, who isn’t coming to Mass yet 

and isn’t receiving a message from our Pastor, please help them to register for Flocknote. 

Simply go to avonthames.flocknote.com  and follow the very simple prompts. Most people have 

an email address and would really benefit from ’keeping in the loop’. We appreciate your assis

tance to help us reach as many people as possible; especially during this time.   

https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/
https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/
https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/

