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Our Family of Parishes 

Grow as a Disciple | pray, study, engage, serve                                                                                                     

Grow: “Why are you standing there looking at the sky?” the Apostles are asked. Well, hello! The risen 

Jesus, who had once again walked among the Apostles, “was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their 

sight.” Of course the disciples would look up, to gaze once more upon the Son of God whom they loved. 

Today’s feast reminds us, however, that to look for Jesus is not to stand around looking up, but to engage 

with others in the world in which he remains present.  Even as he sits “at the right hand of God,” Jesus 

dwells among and within us. For God is not some distant figure, but One who desires to walk alongside us 

in the person of his Son, Jesus, and give us the gift of the Holy Spirit as our help and advocate. Even in 

times when we experience doubt, complacency, or simply feel distant from God, Jesus is at our side. 

Once we open our hearts to his presence, we cannot help but share the Good News of God’s love in our 

families, workplaces, and everyday encounters with others.                                                                                  

Go evangelize | prayer, invitation, witness, accompaniment                                                                            

Go: For anyone wishing to grow in their understanding of what evangelization looks like, today’s readings 

offer as good a playbook as any. As we celebrate the Ascension, we may be tempted to see it as a kind of 

“farewell party” for Jesus. But while on the surface, it may appear that Jesus “left” the Apostles, he 

promises to remain with them through the gift of the Holy Spirit. What does that mean for us? Today’s 

Gospel sums it up, quoting Jesus’ words immediately before he was taken up to heaven: “Go into the 

whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every creature.” As Catholics and Christians, that’s our bottom 

line. I read somewhere that “proclaim” goes beyond mere words, and encompasses living out the Gospel 

by sharing God’s love. Jesus remains at our side, encouraging us to use the gifts God has given us to build 

up the Church. 

PRAY: Today’s feast reminds us that we have an advocate in Jesus and the Holy Spirit. As you enter a 

challenging situation or even just a typical day, remember to ask Jesus to give you a “spirit of wisdom.” 

St. Joseph’s Immaculate Conception        Holy Name of Mary 

MASS INTENTIONS  for the week of May 17—22 

Tuesday   
Deceased Members of the Mathieson Family 
Leslie Psutka                                                                                              Dave & Joan Franks 
Margaret Merkel                                                                                                       Laurie Ash 
 
Wednesday  
Monseigneur Adams                                                               Howard & Catherine Culligan 
Deceased members of the Flanagan family                                                                                                      
Shirley Uniac                                                                                                           Betty Pehlke 

Thursday  
Deceased Members of the Kramers & Schuster Families 
Mike Weber                                                                                              Shirley Ann Beecroft 
Sergio & Antonietta Rizzo                                                                                     Their Family 
 
Friday 
Eappen C. Eappen                                                                                      The Powath Family 
John Parr                                                                                                                     Steve Parr                                                                                                                        
Gerry Calver                                                                                                                His Family 
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We ask you to pray:  

Please pray for those who have died— 

Especially  Leonard Petrie, Grace Triano, Thomas Patrick Walsh.                          

May they rejoice in Your kingdom with you for eternity.    

Please pray for those who are sick— 
 
Especially for Hermina Reurink, Alea Fletcher, Barb Leyser, Claire Nicholson, Connor Bennett.  

 

Please pray for vocations, especially for: 
 
Fr. Raymond Lawhead, Sue Hofgartner (Pastoral Minister), Fr. Thomas Kuriacko,                           

Fr. William Thompson, Andrea Dula (Campus Miniter), Deacon Bernard McCartney,                             

Fr. Slawomir Szwagrzyk,  religious communities,  Bishop Fabbro and Auxiliary Bishop Joseph 

Dabrowski and Pope Francis. 

 

Sacraments  -   During the current stay at home order, confessions are suspended (with the 

exception of an emergency) and our date for First Communions has been put on hold.      

Weddings and funerals may be celebrated with a maximum of 10 people in attendance.               

For an emergency requiring the assistance of a priest, please call the Parish office and press ext. 9 

Baptisms - With the current lock down we are able to still celebrate this sacrament but with guest 

list restrictions. Please call the office and register your child. Please leave a message at extension 0.      

We will outline our current restrictions for your information.      

First Reconciliation  Registration begins again in the fall, 2021.    

First Holy Communions  We will prepare for a new date as soon as COVID restrictions allow. 

However, children are continuing their preparation with their workbooks and have recently viewed a 

new Parish video entitled “Fr. David presents—how to receive your First Communion!”  (starring Fr. 

David!)  Any questions can be directed to Mary Chisholm at  519-271-6722 ext. 24. Registration for 

this sacrament is now closed for this year.      

Confirmation  Our celebration takes place on Sunday, June 13th at St. Joseph’s and Holy Name 

Churches. If you haven’t already done so, please contact Mary with the name of your sponsor and 

the saint’s name you have chosen as your Confirmation name. Any questions or concerns can be 

directed to Mary at mchisholm@dol.ca.       

Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to 

speak with one of the priests.  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Parish Groups 

Catholic Women’s League 

St. Joseph’s—Congratulations St. Joseph's CWL! 

Our chapter celebrates 100 years of serving our community. Unfortunately, May 6th has come and 

gone and although we weren't able to celebrate, have faith that once we are able, we will gather to 

honour this milestone. 

If you are interested in any CWL information, please visit the London Diocese website at:           

https://www.dol.ca 

 

Anyone interested in joining our council or executive can contact Mary Cobb (see below) 

Our next general meeting is scheduled for Monday May 17 @ 7:10 pm via zoom. For an invite to this 

meeting please email Mary Cobb @ mjcobb68@gmail.comb 

https://www.dol.ca/
mailto:mjcobb68@gamail.com


AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 
Website: www.avonthamescatholic.dol.ca 

 
Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 

 
Avon-Thames Catholic Family of Parishes Office 

 96 Huron Street, Stratford ON  N5A 5S6     Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Phone: 519-271-6722   Stratford 
 

              519-284-2593   St. Marys 
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DONATE 
   During these difficult times your financial support is especially appreciated:  

Holy Name of Mary:     https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 
Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 

St. Joseph's:        https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 
To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message for her at extension 23.   

 

Parish Office and Premises Updates 

 

The Parish Office is CLOSED.                                                                                                                                        
Parish staff are working from home. Staff can be reached during regular office hours by leaving a 
voice message  or email.   
 
The Parish Halls are CLOSED.                                                                                                                                 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul will be able to continue operating the food bank and provide 
take-out only community meals from the St. Joseph’s Parish hall.  Strict Covid protocols are in 
place. 
 
All Masses and scheduled Confessions are suspended.  Livestreamed Mass can be found on our 
Youtube channel on Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  Please visit our website home page for a direct link at 
www.avonthamescatholic.dol.ca 
 
There are a few things to help us to serve you better.  You will find a secure drop box just to the 
right of the office door which will accept envelopes and packages. You will also find a doorbell just 
above the drop box if you have a pre-arranged appointment with a priest for emergency reasons.  
Thank you for your patience and cooperation during these uncertain times.                            
 
For general inquires please call 519-271-6722 for the main office or St. Marys office at                   
519-284-2593.   Email: avonthamescatholic@dol.ca  
 
For questions regarding donations of any kind and for e-transfers please contact Maureen at:      
519-271-6722 ext. 23 or mmarcelissen-hnm@dol.ca.  You can donate online by clicking the links 
the bottom of this page.  
 
For questions regarding the premises, buildings and COVID protocol please contact Nancy 
at 519-271-6722 ext. 21 or nbomasuit@dol.ca 

         Flocknote—Why is it  such a useful tool for our Parish?   

Our relatively new communication tool called ‘Flocknote’ has many 

ways to help reach out to our parishioners. Most are familiar with 

receiving a weekly email to register for Masses, but there is so much 

more to this tool! Fr. David sends out a weekly message that is meant to update and 

inform his flock, along with sending out the weekly bulletin. We use Flocknote for sacra-

mental preparation as we are able to communicate directly with families who have chil-

dren making First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion or being confirmed. (we can even 

send out instructional videos!) Parish Council, CWL’s, music ministry, altar servers are 

examples of groups that will be communicating and updating in this way. If you aren’t 

registered you may be missing out! All that is required is an email address and/or a cell 

phone number.                                                                                                                                               

If you know of a senior, whether a family member or friend, who isn’t coming to Mass yet 

and isn’t receiving a message from our Pastor, please help them to register for Flocknote. 

Simply go to avonthames.flocknote.com  and follow the very simple prompts. Most people have 

an email address and would really benefit from ’keeping in the loop’. We appreciate your assis-

tance to help us reach as many people as possible; especially during this time.   

https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/
https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/
https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/

