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Our Family of Parishes 

Grow as a Disciple | pray, study, engage, serve:     

It takes only a few moments of holding one’s breath to realize how desperately we need 

oxygen to survive. If only we were always as cognizant and mindful of the importance of the 

Eucharist for the same reason! I, for one, confess to approaching the altar with fervent belief 

in the body, blood, soul, and divinity of Christ, but also at times doing so while distracted or 

not fully appreciative of the gift being given to me. But today’s solemnity is a powerful 

reminder not to take the Eucharist for granted. It is the Church’s formal and official homage to 

Jesus Christ who, “with his own blood” obtained for us eternal redemption. St. Thomas 

Aquinas offers this description of how wonderful, precious, and important the Eucharist is 

with the following words: “The only-begotten Son of God, wishing to enable us to share in his 

divinity, assumed our nature, so that by becoming man he might make us gods.”  (Opusc. 57, 1

-4) Like the disciples on the night of the Last Supper, we, too, receive the body and blood of 

Jesus under the appearance of bread and wine. He dwells within us, intercedes for us, and 

through grace he transforms us.   

Go evangelize | prayer, invitation, witness, accompaniment:                                                                     

Go: Spending time with our Lord at Eucharistic adoration is a profound opportunity to open 

our hearts to him. Just as we know that we cannot love others well if we don’t love ourselves, 

likewise we cannot share the love of Christ with others well if we don’t take time to allow 

Christ to enter our hearts and our lives. By taking the time to talk to Jesus and listen, we can, 

in turn, witness to his love to others. We can use this time to pray for a specific person, seek 

help with a personal dilemma, or ask the Lord to show us where we need repentance and 

conversion in our own lives so as to be more like him. The more we are conformed to Christ, 

the better we can bring Christ to the world. 

Study: Draw closer to the Lord through meditation on the meaning of the Eucharist by reading 

these “basic questions and answers” about the Real Presence: www.usccb.org/prayer-and-

worship/the-mass/order-of-mass/liturgy-of-the-eucharist/the-real-presence-faqs. 

St. Joseph’s Immaculate Conception        Holy Name of Mary 

Mass Intentions  for the week of June 7—12 

Tuesday   
Keith & Fran Culliton                                                                                             Their family 
Keith Nicholson                                                                               Linda Nicholson & family 
The intentions of the Mathieson family 
 
Wednesday  
Ariel Andrew Hall                                                      St. Michael CSS, Religion Department   
The intentions of Elisabeth Dobbe                                                  Randy & Patti Rothwell 
Margaret Merkel                                                                                          Mary & Ed Tamas 

Thursday 
Mary Ellen & Joseph Delaney                                                                                  The family 
Kent Abbott                                                                                                                 His family 
Peter Bokkers                                                                                                             Laurie Ash 
 
Friday 
Fr. Jim William                                                                          Howard & Catherine Culligan 
Terry Calver                                                                                                                 His family                              
Sharon Klooster                                                                                                        Her friends 



We ask you to pray:                                                                                                                                                   

Please pray for those who have died—  especially Olga Kostuk MacDonald (mother of Ron 

MacDonald), Kim Selbie, Nellie Wouters, Gerard Poel,  Jason Kiffman, Barb Leyser and 

Michelle Anastead .   May they rejoice in Your kingdom with you for eternity.    

Please pray for those who are sick— especially for Hermina Reurink, Claire Nicholson,  

and Connor Bennett. 

Please pray for vocations, especially for: Sisters Adorers of the Precious Blood,             

Fr. Joseph Langlois, Dianne O’Neil (Pastoral Minister),   Fr. Barnabas Kiss, Deacon Carol 

Tamas, Deacon Guy Alden, Monika Korzec (Pastoral Minister),  religious communities,  

Bishop Fabbro and Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Dabrowski and Pope Francis.  

 

A message from Fr. David and Fr. Chris—It is with heavy hearts that we have learned more 
about the outrageous treatment of indigenous children, this time concerning the Kamloops 
Residential School.  Run by the Catholic Church and endorsed by the government at the 
time, these evils are not only a part of our history but are making a real impact on the 
families of these children, the indigenous people, today.  We as a Church need to take 
responsibility for these actions, pray to our God for forgiveness, and search for chances to 
actively promote healing. 

The  St. Joseph's CWL is working on making a memorial for the 215 children that were 
found.  They are asking for shoes to be placed on the steps in front of St. Joseph's Church; 
please feel free at any time to participate in this memorial by placing shoes on the steps.  
Also, earlier this week, we placed the flag at half-mast, where it will remain for the next 
215 hours, until June 9th, out of respect and in memory of the indigenous children. 
These small gestures force us as a church to not gloss over the vivid injustice that has 
occurred.  Our Church is called to stand against all forms of injustice, but what we do when 
those injustices are perpetrated by our own Catholic community?   

There has been a biblical tradition in our faith to do acts of penance, not simply about our 
own personal sin but also as a collective community.  God doesn't ask us to pray in a purely 
individual way but to raise up to Him with one communal voice our sorrow, regret, and 
petitions.  These prayers are often proven authentic to God when they are joined with 
sacrifices, such as fasting, abstaining from various pleasures, taking action, and openness 
to unlearn prejudices, and making the sacrifice of our time in prayer. 

This past Friday, at 2:15 pm., we tolled the bells of St. Joseph's for five minutes.  When 
Church bells ring, it is traditionally understood to generate pause amongst the faithful, that 
wherever we find ourselves, we are being called to prayer and attention. We also asked , 
during this year of St. Joseph,  to join with us as Family of Parishes in a day 
of fasting and penance.  We do this to ask our spiritual father, St. Joseph, to protect all 
children from the evils of abuse, expose all injustices ongoingly, and help family members 
find healing in this grave wound inflicted upon the indigenous community and particular 
families. Although this was requested this past Friday, of course you can fast anytime for 
this prayerful intention. 
  
May we turn away from sin and be bearers of the good news, but may we first address our 
own sins, both individually and collectively, as a community. Please see the link below for a 
statement from our Bishop and a prayer for healing.  
https://dol.ca/news/bishop-fabbros-statement-on-the-tragic-discovery-at-the-former-
kamloops-residential-school 
 
Prayer— Jesus, healer of all, we come before you today, asking for your presence of 
comfort and peace for all of our Indigenous sisters and brothers who are in deep 
mourning. May the sins of our Church be brought to light, called out and brought to 
atonement. Help all of us to do our part to honour each other, to honour the land on which 
we live, and to work toward justice for all people. 
May the souls of the 215 children rest in God’s peace. Amen. 
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https://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fdol.ca%2Fnews%2Fbishop-fabbros-statement-on-the-tragic-discovery-at-the-former-kamloops-residential-school/1/01000179d206c3da-d6a32d89-270c-4903-b622-614a77481175-000000/_EDFg35UFe2cSQfwwqHt0EQXVVU=217
https://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fdol.ca%2Fnews%2Fbishop-fabbros-statement-on-the-tragic-discovery-at-the-former-kamloops-residential-school/1/01000179d206c3da-d6a32d89-270c-4903-b622-614a77481175-000000/_EDFg35UFe2cSQfwwqHt0EQXVVU=217


 
AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 

 
Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 

 
Stratford Office:  96 Huron Street     Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
St. Marys Office  149 King Street North    Thursdays 9:00  a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
Phone: 519-271-6722   Stratford                   519-284-2593   St. Marys 

 
During these difficult times your financial support is especially appreciated:  

 
Holy Name of Mary:     https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 

Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 
St. Joseph's:        https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 

 
To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message for her at extension 23.   

 

Parish Office and Premises Updates 

 

The Parish Office is CLOSED. Parish staff are working from home. Staff can be reached during regular 
office hours by leaving a voice message  or email.   
 
The Parish Halls are CLOSED.   The Society of St. Vincent de Paul continue operating the food bank and 
provide take-out only community meals from St. Joseph’s Parish hall.  Strict Covid protocols are in place. 
 
All Masses weekly and weekend Masses continue to be suspended. 
 
There are a few things to help us to serve you better.  You will find a secure drop box just to the right of 
the office door which will accept envelopes and packages. You will also find a doorbell just above the 
drop box if you have a pre-arranged appointment with a priest for emergency reasons.  Thank you for 
your patience and cooperation during these uncertain times.                            
 
For general inquires please call 519-271-6722 for the main office or St. Marys office at  519-284-2593.   
Email: avonthamescatholic@dol.ca  
 
For questions regarding donations of any kind and for e-transfers please contact Maureen at:      519-271
-6722 ext. 23 or mmarcelissen-hnm@dol.ca.  You can donate online by clicking the links the bottom of 
this page.  
 
For questions regarding the premises, buildings and COVID protocol please contact Nancy 
at 519-271-6722 ext. 21 or nbomasuit@dol.ca       

         Flocknote—Why is it  such a useful tool for our Parish?                          
Our relatively new communication tool called ‘Flocknote’ has many ways to 
help reach out to our parishioners. Most are familiar with receiving a weekly 
email to register for Masses, but there is so much more to this tool! Fr. Da-
vid sends out a weekly message that is meant to update and inform his flock, 
along with sending out the weekly bulletin. We use Flocknote for sacramental preparation as 
we are able to communicate directly with families who have children making First Reconcilia-
tion, First Holy Communion or being confirmed. (we can even send out instructional videos!) 
Parish Council, CWL’s, music ministry, altar servers are examples of groups that will be com-
municating and updating in this way. If you aren’t registered you may be missing out! All that 
is required is an email address and/or a cell phone number.                                                                                                                                               
If you know of a senior, whether a family member or friend, who isn’t coming to Mass yet and 
isn’t receiving a message from our Pastor, please help them to register for Flocknote. Simply 
go to avonthames.flocknote.com  and follow the very simple prompts. Most people have an email ad-

dress and would really benefit from ’keeping in the loop’. We appreciate your assistance to help us reach 
as many people as possible; especially during this time.   
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Sacraments  -   During the current stay at home order, confessions are suspended (with the exception 

of an emergency).   Weddings and funerals may be celebrated with a maximum of 10 people in 

attendance.                                                                                                                                                                

Baptisms - With the current lock down we are able to still celebrate this sacrament but with guest list 

restrictions. Please call the office and register your child. Please leave a message at extension 0.                                                                              

First Reconciliation  Registration begins again in the fall, 2021.                                                                      

First Holy Communions  - Children are prepared and we will announce a date for First Communion cele-

brations as soon as we are able.                                                                                                                               

Confirmation  - We will celebrate this sacrament in the fall and announce a date as soon as we are able.                                                                                                                                                               

Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to speak 

with one of the priests.   

https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/
https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/
https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/

