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Our Family of Parishes 

Grow as a Disciple | pray, study, engage, serve:    

Grow: Many years ago, I met someone whose attentive hospitality cast a seed in me that took 

root and enabled me to grow as a disciple of Jesus. At the meetings I attended with her, Sister 

Bridget would immediately greet everyone with a smile, outstretched hand, and, “Hello, I’m 

Sister Bridget; what’s your name?” You couldn’t help but feel at ease with her warm greeting, 

but it didn’t end there. Throughout the encounter, she remained just as positive and as 

completely present as she had in the beginning. Just like the parable of the man scattering 

seed in today’s Gospel, Sister Bridget didn’t know how the seed of God’s word would grow as 

she sowed it in her unique, joyful way. To her, maybe her graciousness was the smallest 

gesture. But the Lord allowed it to sprout and grow, yielding fruit and a bountiful harvest. 

Go evangelize | prayer, invitation, witness, accompaniment:       

Go: Today’s Gospel verse within the Alleluia proclaims, “The seed is the word of God, Christ is 

the sower. All who come to him will live forever.” By our baptism, we are called to continue 

the work of Christ, sowing the word of God in our world. This may seem an intimidating 

expectation for all of us who doubt that we have the expertise to “sow” God’s word. But in 

today’s Gospel, Jesus tells the crowds that the kingdom of God is like the smallest of seeds, 

that once sown, becomes the largest of plants. If we believe in Christ and “aspire to please 

him,” God can use our smallest gestures to sow his word in the world. We may not see how 

our small acts of kindness accomplish this. But if we scatter these “seeds” out of love for God, 

we can trust they will take root, grow abundantly, and call others to “come to him [and] live 

forever.”  

 
Invite: What “seeds” of welcome can you scatter among those you encounter? Make your 

“random acts of kindness” regular, intentional acts that express God’s love. As St. Thérèse of 

Lisieux said: “Miss no single opportunity of making some small sacrifice, here by a smiling 

look, there by a kindly word; always doing the smallest right and doing it all for love."  

St. Joseph’s Immaculate Conception        Holy Name of Mary 

Mass Intentions  for the week of June 14—June 19 

Tuesday—7:00 pm. St. Joseph’s Church  
Nick Forte                                                                                                     The Schmitt family 
Deceased members of the Vloet & Vanderhyden families 
Margaret Merkel                                                                       Margaret Murray-Nicholson 
 
Wednesday—8:00 am. Immaculate Conception Church 
Deceased member of the Kramers & Schuster families                                                          
Peters Bokkers                                                                                     Rob & Maureen Leyser             
Deceased members of the Culligan family 

Thursday—10 am. Holy Name of Mary Church 
Marjorie Maurice                                                                                    Shirley Ann Beecroft 
Rina Crisetig                                                                                               Rita & Mike Vittoria 
Shirley Uniac                                                                                                           Betty Pehlke 
 
Friday—8:00 am. St. Joseph’s Church 
Sergio & Antonietta Rizzo                                                                                     Their family 
Maria Celej                                                                                                             Dennis Celej 
The intentions of Marg & Jim Brickman                                               



We ask you to pray:   

Please pray for those who have died—  especially Carter Schoonderwoerd and Sharon 

Van Den Tempel.   May they rejoice in Your kingdom with you for eternity.    
 

Please pray for those who are sick—  

especially for Hermina Reurink, Claire Nicholson,  and Connor Bennett.  
 

Please pray for vocations, especially for: Fr. Dariusz Jagodzinski, Parish ushers and 

greeters, Catholic secondary school teachers, Deacon Donald St. Onge, Fr. Gary 

Goyeau, Fr. Taduesz Kowalczyk, Karen Doyle (coordinator of youth ministry),  

religious communities,  Bishop Fabbro and Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Dabrowski and 

Pope Francis. 
 

Sacraments  -   Confession times will resume next weekend as follows: 

Saturday, June 19th from 11:00 am.—noon at St. Joseph’s church                                                                                   
and  from 4—4:30 pm. at Immaculate Conception church                                                                                         
Sunday, June 20th from 9:00 am.—9:30 am.  at Holy Name of Mary church.  

Baptisms - With the current restrictions we are able to still celebrate this sacrament but  
with limited guest lists. Please call the office and register your child by leaving a message at 
extension 0.  

First Reconciliation  Registration begins again in the fall, 2021.  

First Holy Communions  - Children are prepared and we will announce a date for First 
Communion celebrations as soon as we are able. 

Confirmation  - We will celebrate this sacrament in the fall and announce a date as soon as we 
are able.  

 Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to 
speak with one of the priests.     
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Farewell to Fr. Chris! 

As you know, Fr. Chris Pietraszko, is moving to London at the end of June.  

Once again, we are unable to gather and celebrate all Fr. Chris has meant to us,         

however, we are going our best to still honour him and send him off                                   

with as many well wishes as possible.  

We are putting together a slide show and invite all parishioners,  associates, members 

of the community and friends to send their pictures to our Parish email at:                         

avonthamescatholic@dol.ca  

Feel free to make a sign or a note to hold in your picture!                                                   

Paint it, use marker and glitter and stickers, get the kids involved                                        
or simply write your heartfelt words.                                                                                      

Any submission will be a cherished part of the tribute.                                                                      

You are also most welcome to mail or drop off a card as well                                            

c/o 96 Huron St. Stratford, ON N5A 5S6                                                                               

to be received no later than June 20th please. 

Any questions can be directed to Mary Chisholm at mchisholm@dol.ca                                       

or call  519-271-6722 ext. 24 or Fr. David at ext. 20.   

Thank you! 

 



 
 

AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 
 
 

Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 
 

Parish Family Office:  96 Huron Street     Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Phone: Stratford   519-271-6722               St. Marys    519-284-2593    
 

DONATIONS 
 

During these difficult times your financial support is especially appreciated:  
Holy Name of Mary:     https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 

Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 
St. Joseph's:        https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 

 
To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message for her at extension 23.   

Please call the parish office if you have any questions. 

 

Parish Office and Premises Updates 

 

The Parish Office is CLOSED. Parish staff are working from home. Staff can be reached 

during regular office hours by leaving a voice message  or email.  

The Parish Halls are CLOSED.   The Society of St. Vincent de Paul continue operating 

the food bank and provide take-out only community meals from St. Joseph’s Parish hall.  

Strict Covid protocols are in place. 

Weekday Masses will resume on Tuesday June 15th and Weekend Masses on June 

19th and 20th.  Pre-registration will be required as we are only allowed 15% capacity.  

Flocknote registration will be available on Monday morning each week.  Regularly 

scheduled Confessions will resume on June 19th and 20th.  If you have any ques-

tions, please call the office. 

There are a few things to help us to serve you better.  You will find a secure drop box just 

to the right of the office door which will accept envelopes and packages. You will also find 

a doorbell just above the drop box if you have a pre-arranged appointment with a priest 

for emergency reasons.  Thank you for your patience and cooperation during these uncer-

tain times.                            

For general inquires please call 519-271-6722 for the main office or in St. Marys please 

call 519-284-2593.   Email: avonthamescatholic@dol.ca  

For questions regarding donations of any kind and for e-transfers please contact Maureen 

at:      519-271-6722 ext. 23 or mmarcelissen-hnm@dol.ca.  You can donate online by 

clicking the links the bottom of this page.  

Flocknote—Why is it  such a useful tool for our Parish?                                                  
Our relatively new communication tool called ‘Flocknote’ has many ways to help reach 
out to our parishioners. Most are familiar with receiving a weekly email to register for 
Masses, but there is so much more to this tool! Fr. David sends out a weekly message 
that is meant to update and inform his flock, along with sending out the weekly bulletin. 
We use Flocknote for sacramental preparation as we are able to communicate directly 
with families who have children making First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion or 
being confirmed. (we can even send out instructional videos!) Parish Council, CWL’s, mu-
sic ministry, altar servers are examples of groups that will be communicating and up-
dating in this way. If you aren’t registered you may be missing out! All that is required is 
an email address and/or a cell phone number.                                                                                                                                               
If you know of a senior, whether a family member or friend, who isn’t coming to Mass 
yet and isn’t receiving a message from our Pastor, please help them to 
register for Flocknote. Simply go to avonthames.flocknote.com  and follow 

the very simple prompts. Most people have an email address and would really 
benefit from ’keeping in the loop’. We appreciate your assistance to help us 
reach as many people as possible; especially during this time.   
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