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Our Family of Parishes 

Grow as a Disciple | pray, study, engage, serve:                                                                                 

Grow: A number of editorials, blog posts, and other commentaries of late have declared 

“languishing” as the “mood,” or dominant emotion, of 2021. This is not depression, but rather 

a series of emotions that wear away at our sense of purpose and belonging. Those who 

languish experience apathy and a lack of motivation, all while participating in the daily 

activities of life. Yes, I said to myself, that’s it exactly! After the craziness of these last 15 

months … I think these writers are on to something! Therefore, I am particularly moved  by 

God’s providence and grace in providing an antidote to the emptiness of languishing in today’s 

Scriptures. In the second reading, Paul writes with such urgency that “the love of Christ impels 

us” to live not for ourselves, but for the sake of Christ who died for all. The word “impel” 

differs from “compel,” because it implies a strong moral force from within. And in the Gospel, 

we see that for Christians, that inner force springs from faith, a faith that can endure both the 

violent squalls of life and the sense of being adrift that we can’t always put our finger on. Like 

Paul, our faith impels us to refocus our lives on our love of Christ and others.  

Go evangelize | prayer, invitation, witness, accompaniment:                                                     

Go: It occurs to me that we Catholics have myriad opportunities to avail ourselves of those 

graces, and to strengthen our faith. Languishing can be replaced with flourishing, and a 

recapturing of the knowledge of who we belong to: the Lord. Praying for others during Mass, 

reading and discussing a spiritual book with a friend, volunteering at a soup kitchen or shelter, 

offering to help drive refugees or senior citizens to medical appointments, or participating in a 

young (or older) adult parish activity – these are all actions that empty us of apathy and fill us 

with gratitude. The pandemic has been tragic, and terrifying, and life-altering. But God 

remains steadfast. We will face our share of storms, but we can rest assured that Jesus is our 

anchor as we move forward in faith.   

PRAY: Feeling blah? Re-read Paul’s letter (2 Cor 5:14-17) and ask God to help you remember 

that you are God’s beloved – with dignity, value, and purpose. Trust that “whoever is in Christ 

is a new creation: the old things have passed away; behold, new things have come.” 

St. Joseph’s Immaculate Conception        Holy Name of Mary 

Mass Intentions  for the week of June 21—26 

Tuesday—7:00 pm. St. Joseph’s Church  
Keith & Fran Culliton                                                                                              Their family 
The intentions of Fr. David Butler                                                                          Laurie Ash 
Theresa Mycyk                                                                                  Audrey Murray & family 

Wednesday—8:00 am. Immaculate Conception Church 
Elizabeth MacDonald                                                                                                Her family     
Mary Costello                                                                                           Heather MacDonald 
Cyril Ross                                                                                                 Flo and George Smith 

Thursday—10 am. Holy Name of Mary Church 
Eugene Hagen                                                                                      Harry & Eileen Thomas 
Mary Brockman                                                                                       Shirley Ann Beecroft 
Ursula Helen Bakes                                                                                    Anne Weerasinghe 
 
Friday—8:00 am. St. Joseph’s Church 
Dec’d members of the Flanagan family 
Sharon Klooster                                                                                      Sam & Donna Ogilvie                                       
Peter Bokkers                                   The Knights of Columbus, Council 1431, 3rd Degree  



We ask you to pray:                                                                                                                                                                    

Please pray for those who have died—   

especially Paula De Vocht.   May they rejoice in Your kingdom with You for eternity.    

 

Please pray for those who are sick—  

especially for Hermina Reurink, Claire Nicholson.  

 

Please pray for vocations, especially for: Deacon Dennis Rivest, Deacon George Sebok, 

Annette Donovan-Panchaud (Pastoral Minister), Fr. Greg Blonde, Fr. Lucio Couto,          

Fr. David Connolly, SSVP volunteers,  religious communities,  Bishop Fabbro and 

Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Dabrowski and Pope Francis.  

 

Sacraments                                                                                                                                                        

Confession times:                                                                                                                                             

Saturdays: 11 am. —noon at St. Joseph’s church &                                                                             

4—4:30 pm. at Immaculate Conception church.                                                                                                                                                   

Sundays: 9:00 am.—9:30 am.  at Holy Name of Mary church.                                                                  

(or by appointment by calling the office and speaking with one of the priests.)                                

Baptisms - With the current restrictions we are able to still celebrate this sacrament but 

with limited guest lists. Please call the office and register your child by leaving a message at 

extension 0.  

First Reconciliation  Registration begins again in the fall, 2021.  

First Holy Communions  - We look forward to announcing a date as soon as possible.  

Confirmation  - We will announce a date for a fall celebration as soon as we are able.   

Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to speak 

with one of the priests.   
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Farewell to Fr. Chris! 

As you know, Fr. Chris Pietraszko is moving to London at the end of June.  

Once again, we are unable to gather and celebrate all Fr. Chris has meant to us,         

however, we are doing our best to still honour him and send him off                                   

with as many well wishes as possible.  

We are putting together a slide show and invite all parishioners,  associates, members 

of the community and friends to send their pictures to our Parish email at:                         

avonthamescatholic@dol.ca  

Feel free to make a sign or a note to hold in your picture!                                                   

Paint it, use marker and glitter and stickers, get the kids involved                                        

or simply write your heartfelt words.                                                                                      

Any submission will be a cherished part of the tribute.                                                                      

You are also most welcome to mail or drop off a card as well                                            

c/o 96 Huron St. Stratford, ON N5A 5S6                                                                               

to be received no later than June 20th please. 

Any questions can be directed to Mary Chisholm at mchisholm@dol.ca                                       

or call  519-271-6722 ext. 24 or Fr. David at ext. 20.   

Thank you! 



 

 

Parish and Parish Supported Ministries 

Heart of Mary Summer Book Study—This summer we are diving into Fr. Michael Gaitley's    

33 Days to Greater Glory! This book completes a trilogy of consecrations: first to Mary, then 

to Jesus, the Divine Mercy, and now to God, our Father. Everyone is welcome to this study.                                   

This final consecration to our Heavenly Father truly is the "greater" consecration, the one in 

which all others find their origin and end. Our start date for this study is on the Solemnity of 

St. Peter and St. Paul  on Tuesday, June 29th and our consecration date is Sunday, August 1st.  

For more information about our discussion times contact Colleen 519-272-5875.   

St. Joseph’s CWL—Just a reminder that, unfortunately again this year, we will not be having 

our Tea Recognition Social. The number of recipients to receive pins for 2021 is 34. 

We would like to thank all who donated shoes for our remembering the Indigenous children 

project. We had 165 pairs of shoes represented which will be donated. 

A reminder to  everyone to access the London Diocese web site (dol.ca) for any CWL             

information. 

Have a safe summer and hopefully, we will see everyone at our September meeting.  

 

Blessing Prayer for Father’s Day 

Blessed are You, Lord and Father of all life,                                                 

Who has given to us the gift of the father of our family.  

Today, we honour him and we thank You for the numerous good things 

that are ours because of him. 

His love for us has been a sign of Your divine affection                                 

and a sharing in Your holy Love.  

His continuous concern for our needs and welfare                                            

is a mirror of Your holy providence.  

And so, as we honour him, we praise You, Father of all peoples.  

Bless him this day with Your strength and holy power                                                                         

That he may continue to be a sign of You to our family. 

May we who have the honour of bearing his family name                                

do so with great pride.  

May we, the members of his family,                                                                

assist him in his holy duties as a parent                                                  

with our respect, our obedience and our deep affection.  

Bless him, Lord, with happiness and good health,                                            

with peace and with good fortune,  

So that he who has shared of his very life may live forever with You, 

God and heavenly Father.  

This blessing and all graces, we pray,                                                           

descend upon the father of our family.  

We ask you to also bless those men who are not fathers,                            

but still love and shape us with fatherly care and compassion.                                                               

~Amen~ 
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AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 
 
 

Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 
 

Stratford Office:  96 Huron Street     Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

St. Marys Office  149 King Street North    Thursdays 9:00  a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Phone: 519-271-6722   Stratford                   519-284-2593   St. Marys 
 

During these difficult times your financial support is especially appreciated:  

 

Holy Name of Mary:     https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 

Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 

 

St. Joseph's:        https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 

 

To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message for her at extension 23.   

 

Parish Office and Premises Updates 

 

The Parish Office is CLOSED. Parish staff are working from home. Staff can be reached dur-

ing regular office hours by leaving a voice message  or email.  

The Parish Halls are CLOSED.   The Society of St. Vincent de Paul continue operating the 

food bank and provide take-out only community meals from St. Joseph’s Parish hall.  Strict 

Covid protocols are in place. 

There are a few things to help us to serve you better.  You will find a secure drop box just to 

the right of the office door which will accept envelopes and packages. You will also find a door-

bell just above the drop box if you have a pre-arranged appointment with a priest for emergency 

reasons.  Thank you for your patience and cooperation during these uncertain times. 

For general inquires please call 519-271-6722 for the main office or St. Marys office at  519-284-

2593.   Email: avonthamescatholic@dol.ca  

For questions regarding donations of any kind and for e-transfers please contact Maureen at:      

519-271-6722 ext. 23 or mmarcelissen-hnm@dol.ca.  You can donate online by clicking the 

links the bottom of this page.  

For questions regarding the premises, buildings and COVID protocol please contact Nancy       

at 519-271-6722 ext. 21 or nbomasuit@dol.ca       

         Flocknote—Why is it  such a useful tool for our Parish?                                                 

Our relatively new communication tool called ‘Flocknote’ has many ways to help reach out to 

our parishioners. Most are familiar with receiving a weekly email to register for Masses, but 

there is so much more to this tool! Fr. David sends out a weekly message that is meant to 

update and inform his flock, along with sending out the weekly bulletin. We use Flocknote for 

sacramental preparation as we are able to communicate directly with families who have chil-

dren making First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion or being confirmed. (we can even 

send out instructional videos!) Parish Council, CWL’s, music ministry, altar servers are exam-

ples of groups that will be communicating and updating in this way. If you aren’t registered 

you may be missing out! All that is required is an email address and/or a cell phone number.                                 

If you know of a senior, whether a family member or friend, who isn’t coming 

to Mass yet and isn’t receiving a message from our Pastor, please help them 

to register for Flocknote. Simply go to avonthames.flocknote.com  and follow 

the very simple prompts. Most people have an email address and would real-

ly benefit from ’keeping in the loop’. We appreciate your assistance to help 

us reach as many people as possible; especially during this time.   
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