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Our Family of Parishes 

Grow as a Disciple | pray, study, engage, serve:                                                                               

Grow:  It’s likely we’ve heard and seen Jesus’ reassuring words or even shared them with 

others. When I read the story of Jairus and his daughter, I thought of a man with whom I 

spoke recently. As his lungs failed him during a bout with coronavirus, doctors advised him to 

say good-bye to his wife and daughters before they placed him on a ventilator. “I was 

expecting to wake up in heaven,” he said, recalling the moment not as one of fear or panic, 

but of deep peace. In today’s Gospel passage, Jairus had that kind of “fearless faith” as well, 

placing his daughter’s life wholly in Jesus’ hands even as others in the crowd ridiculed him. 

When we pray or ask for God’s healing, we can’t know the outcome. But we can pray for the 

gifts of faith and courage, placing our lives in God’s loving hands.                                                                               

Go evangelize | prayer, invitation, witness, accompaniment:                                                      

Go: When I was a child, my aunt would always encourage us to make the sign of the cross 

when we passed an ambulance or accident scene. In her concern for the strangers at the side 

of the road, my aunt was giving us a lesson in compassion, which stands in marked contrast to 

the crowds who ridiculed Jairus as he desperately sought help for his daughter. The Church 

has a rich tradition of intercessory prayer, encouraging us to pray for the needs of others. 

Today’s readings remind me that we can share our faith by praying for others who are sick, 

dying, grieving, or struggling in some way. Likewise, we can ask others to pray for us, trusting 

that God will hear our prayers.  

PRAY: Do you ever offer to pray for someone and then completely forget? Try writing each 

person’s name on a Post-it and placing it on your bedside table. Or pray the Rosary while 

driving or exercising, devoting a decade to each person; include prayers for others when you 

say Grace before meals; as soon as you offer to pray for someone, drop everything and do it! 

St. Joseph’s Immaculate Conception        Holy Name of Mary 

We ask you to pray:                                                                                                                               

Please pray for those who have died—  especially Jack Weishar, Urban Portz and Mike Dona. 

May they rejoice in Your kingdom with You for eternity.    

Please pray for those who are sick—  

especially for Hermina Reurink, Claire Nicholson and Pauline Patterson.  

 

Please pray for vocations— 

 

Week of June 27—July 3 

Fr. Tom Ferrera, Laura Lee (Pastoral Minister), Fr. Paul Baillargeon,                                        

Deacon Charles Stevens, Colleen Hanley (Pastoral Minister), Deacon Wayne Waechter, 

Deacon Roy Brothers, religious communities,  Bishop Fabbro and                                           

Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Dabrowski and Pope Francis.  

 

Week of July 4—July 10 

Deborah Walsh (Pastoral Minister), Fr. Frank O’Connor, Fr. Ted Johnson,                               

Fr. Manoj Pathiyil George, Dorothy de Bakker (coordinator of youth ministry),             

Deacon Gerard Charette, Fr. Pio Beorchia,  religious communities,  Bishop Fabbro and 

Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Dabrowski and Pope Francis.  



Mass Intentions     

Week of June 28—July 3 

Tuesday—7:00 pm. St. Joseph’s Church  
Frank Nyenhuis                                                                                         Mary Nyenhuis and family 
Sharon Klooster                                                                                                          Jim & Judy Riley                                                                        
Helen Ross                                                                                                             Flo & George Smith 

Wednesday—8:00 am. Immaculate Conception Church 
Sr. Inez Whaling                                                                                             Rob & Maureen Leyser           
Rina Paola Crisetig                                                                              Immaculate Conception CWL  
The intentions of Tracey C. Smith on the occasion of her upcoming 51st birthday                                              
                                                                                                Patti & Randy Rothwell 

Thursday— Canada Day                                                                                                                          
12:00 pm. Noon at St. Joseph’s Church followed by the Act of  Entrustment to St. Joseph  
 
The intentions of Peter Burak                                                                             Fr. Chris Pietraszko 
The intentions of John and Dorothy Dario on the occasion of                                                               
       their 55th Wedding Anniversary              Barb and Chris Rundstedler & family 
Urban Portz                                                 The Knights of Columbus, Council 1431, 3rd Degree 
 
Friday—8:00 am. St. Joseph’s Church 
Ariel Hall                                                                                                                                 Edda Lang 
Margaret Merkel                                                                                              Mary & Ken Chisholm             
Raymonde Abboud                                     The Eucharistic Apostles of Divine Mercy (Stratford)  

 

 

Week of July 4—10 

Tuesday—7:00 pm. St. Joseph’s Church  
For a special intention of a parishioner                                                           Mary & Don Kocher 
Mary Margaret Cassone                                                                                       Rose & Ron Marcy 
Harry DeWys                                                                                               Bill & Annie Van Straaten 

Wednesday—8:00 am. Immaculate Conception Church 
John (anniv. ) & Elsie Conroy                                                                                         Janet Conroy                        
Nylle Stuart                                                                                          Howard & Catherine Culligan                               
Kent Abbott                                                                                                                            His family 

Thursday—10 am. Holy Name of Mary Church 
Lucian Jayasuria                                                                                                    Anne Weerasinghe 
Tom Tevlin                                                                                                                   Jim & Judy Riley 
Madelyn Ryan                                                                                                         Helen & Jim Miron 
 
Friday—8:00 am. St. Joseph’s Church 
Rina Crisetig                                                                                                          Rita & Mike Vittoria                   
Peter Bokkers                                                                                    Mary & Ken Chisholm & family   
In thanksgiving for favours granted                                                                             A parishioner 
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Sacraments 
 
Confession times: 
Saturdays: 11 am. —noon at St. Joseph’s church and  
4—4:30 pm. at Immaculate Conception church.  
Sundays: 9:00 am.—9:30 am.  at Holy Name of Mary church. 
(or by appointment by calling the office and speaking with one of the priests.)                                
 
Baptisms - With the current restrictions we are able to still celebrate this sacrament but with 
limited guest lists. Please call the office and register your child by leaving a message at exten-
sion 0.  
 
First Reconciliation  Registration begins again in the fall, 2021.  
 
First Holy Communions  - We look forward to announcing a date as soon as possible.  
 
Confirmation  - We will announce a date for a fall celebration as soon as we are able.   
 
Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to 
speak with one of the priests.   

 
Parish and Parish Supported Ministries 

Heart of Mary Summer Book Study—This summer we are diving into Fr. Michael Gaitley's     
33 Days to Greater Glory! This book completes a trilogy of consecrations: first to Mary, then to 
Jesus, the Divine Mercy, and now to God, our Father. Everyone is welcome to this study.                                      
This final consecration to our Heavenly Father truly is the "greater" consecration, the one in 
which all others find their origin and end. Our start date for this study is on the Solemnity of St. 
Peter and St. Paul  on Tuesday, June 29th and our consecration date is Sunday, August 1st.  For 
more information about our discussion times contact Colleen 519-272-5875.   

Immaculate Conception CWL—the following is our executive for 2021-2022:                                                                                   

Past President: Marjorie Skinner                                                                                                                                                                                                        

President : Sharon Twamley                                                                                                                                                                                                                

President Elect: Mary Kay Lobsinger                                                                                                                                                               

Treasurer: Linda Nicholson                                               

Recording Secretary: Lorraine Hertel                                          

Correspondence Secretary: Lillian Wyatt                               

Proceeds from our 2020 raffle netted $5, 500 and we thank everyone for their support.  These 

proceeds in their entirety went to Immaculate Conception Church.                                                      

We hope to have our monthly meetings up and running again in September. Memberships in 

the amount of $25 will be collected in September and October. You are welcome to use the 

envelope found in your current boxed offertory envelopes.  

A message from the Huron Perth Catholic District School Board of Education: Due to public 
health restrictions, we have had to postpone our annual “Stuff That Bus” campaigns which 
support the Perth and Huron Society of St. Vincent de Paul, as well as our St. Andre Bessette 
Trust Fund Gala and Spring Social.  Yet, the need for support still exists and is in fact increasing. 
If you are able, we invite you to please consider donating to either the St. Andre Bessette Trust 
Fund (canadahelps.org) or the Society of St. Vincent De Paul to continue to help nurture hope 
for the growing number of children and families in need in our communities.   
To donate to the St. Andre Bessette Trust Fund please visit canadahelps.org                              
For the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, you can mail a cheque to St. Joseph Church,                                   
96 Huron St., Stratford, N5A 5S6. Please indicate for SSVDP                                                                
E-transfer: stjosephstrat@dol.ca noting SSDVP  or                                                                                   
to donate online:  https://dol-sjcc-pllenty.com again, noting SSVDP  

St. Marys Independent—100 years ago (1921) 
 

About 100 members of the Holy Name Society of St. Marys R.C. Church 
motored over to Stratford on Sunday to attend the Holy Name Rally, 
comprising the parishes of St. Marys, Stratford, Kinkora and Hesson. 
A resolution was passed requesting the Government of Ontario to 
enact legislation that will put the Roman Catholic minority in the full 
enjoyment of its educational rights under the constitution. 
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AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 
 
 

Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 
Website: www.avonthamescatholic.dol.ca 

 
Stratford Office:  96 Huron Street      

Staff are working from home and ready to take your calls  
Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
St. Marys Office  149 King Street North    Remains closed at this time. 

 
Phone: 519-271-6722   Stratford                   519-284-2593   St. Marys 

 
During these difficult times your financial support is especially appreciated:  

 
Holy Name of Mary:     https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 

Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 
St. Joseph's:        https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 

 

To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message for her at extension 23.   

 

Parish Office and Premises Updates 

 

The Parish Office is CLOSED. Parish staff are working from home. Staff can be reached dur-

ing regular office hours by leaving a voice message  or email.  

The Parish Halls are CLOSED.   The Society of St. Vincent de Paul continue operating the 

food bank and provide take-out only community meals from St. Joseph’s Parish hall.  Strict 

Covid protocols are in place. 

There are a few things to help us to serve you better.  You will find a secure drop box just to 

the right of the office door which will accept envelopes and packages. You will also find a door-

bell just above the drop box if you have a pre-arranged appointment with a priest for emergency 

reasons.  Thank you for your patience and cooperation during these uncertain times. 

For general inquires please call 519-271-6722 for the main office or                                             

St. Marys office at  519-284-2593.   Email: avonthamescatholic@dol.ca  

For questions regarding donations of any kind and for e-transfers please contact Maureen at:      

519-271-6722 ext. 23 or mmarcelissen-hnm@dol.ca.  You can donate online by clicking the 

links the bottom of this page.  

 

Flocknote—Why is it  such a useful tool for our Parish?                                                      
Our relatively new communication tool called ‘Flocknote’ has many ways to help reach out to 
our parishioners. Most are familiar with receiving a weekly email to register for Masses, but 
there is so much more to this tool! Fr. David sends out a weekly message that is meant to 
update and inform his flock, along with sending out the weekly bulletin. We use Flocknote for 
sacramental preparation as we are able to communicate directly with families who have chil-
dren making First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion or being confirmed. (we can even 
send out instructional videos!) Parish Council, CWL’s, music ministry, altar servers are exam-
ples of groups that will be communicating and updating in this way. If you aren’t registered 
you may be missing out! All that is required is an email address and/or a cell phone number.                                 
If you know of a senior, whether a family member or friend, who isn’t coming to Mass yet and 
isn’t receiving a message from our Pastor, please help them to register for Flocknote. Simply 
go to avonthames.flocknote.com  and follow the very simple prompts. Most people have an 
email address and would really benefit from ’keeping in the loop’. We appreciate your assis-
tance to help us reach as many people as possible; especially during this 
time.   
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
If at any time to stop receiving the weekly updates from Flocknote when 
you have regularly been receiving them, please check your account and that 
all your information is up to date. And if you still have a problem, call the 
parish office and we will work with you to solve any issues. 
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