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OUR PARISH FAMILY 

Grow as a Disciple I Pray, study, engage, serve    **Grow : It can be easy to romanticize faith: the post-retreat high, the 

inspirational homily, even the motivational wall art that pops up on Pinterest. But keeping the faith can be hard 

sometimes. And living it out? Even harder. Today’s readings both challenge and encourage us, as they so often do. The 

Letter of James pulls no punches: Faith without works is “dead.” And in today’s Gospel, right after Peter says, “You are 

the Christ,” Jesus tempers that Good News, telling him that even the Son of Man must suffer greatly. We who follow 

Jesus must also be willing to take up our cross. This is a daily challenge to choose life over death; to choose the 

transformative power of Jesus over sin that creeps into our lives; to make the choice to put others’ needs before our 

own. None of this is easy. But the prophet Isaiah reminds us, we don’t have to do it alone; the Lord God is our help. We 

can choose well.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Go Evangelize I Prayer, invitation, witness, accompaniment   **Go:  I’m inspired when the young people in our parish 

assist with the Sunday liturgy and do service projects in the community. As a working parent (and back when I was a “stay

-at-home” mom), I tell myself, maybe someday when things slow down, I’ll do more. But honestly, I think the teens in the 

youth group – between work, school, and sports – are busier than I am. As we listen to today’s readings, wherever we 

may be in life and faith, what stands out? Is it James’ entreaty to pair faith with works? Or Jesus’ words that “whoever 

loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it”? Or the prophet Isaiah’s rock-solid faith? Today’s readings 

give us many ways to witness to our faith in Jesus – through prayer, service, generosity, perseverance, works, and words. 

We can ask the Holy Spirit to show us which of these gifts we can share with others this week.                                                                                                                              

Action: Brainstorm new ways to witness to your faith. It could be as simple as picking up extra food for the pantry in the 

back of church or changing up “Grace” at dinner to add prayers for others.  

St. Joseph’s Immaculate Conception Holy Name of Mary 

We ask you to pray... 

Please pray for those who have died, especially Maria Magilena, John Bancroft and Anne Ruston.  May they rejoice 

in Your kingdom, where all our tears are wiped away.  Unite us together again in one family to sing Your praises             

forever. 

 

Please pray for those are sick, especially Alfred Heinbuck,  Hermina Reurink, Claire Nicholson and                          

Pauline Patterson. 

 

Please pray for vocations, especially this coming week for Deacon Art Williams, Br. Michael Mascerenas,                         

Fr. Robert Remark, Lisa Mullins (Pastoral Worker), Fr. Dan Vere, Fr. Michael Michon, Deacon Henry King,               

religious communities,  Bishop Fabbro and Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Dabrowski, and Pope Francis.  
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Sacraments 

Confession times: 
Saturdays:      11:00 am. —noon at St. Joseph’s church &  
                            4:00 pm. —4:30 pm. at Immaculate Conception church. 
Sundays:            9:00 am.—9:30 am.  at Holy Name of Mary church. 
(or by appointment by calling the office and speaking with one of the priests.)  
 
 
Baptisms - Baptisms are celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:00 pm. with the preparation class held the 
Tuesday evening before at 7:40 pm. Please call the office and register your child,  or email Elizabeth at 
emanto@dol.ca or Mary at mchisholm@dol.ca 
 
First Reconciliation  Registration begins again in the fall, 2021.  
 
First Holy Communions  - On Sunday, September 19th,  we will celebrate First Holy  Communions for all children 
who were registered this past Spring.  
 
Confirmation  - On Sunday, September 26th, we will celebrate Confirmation for all candidates registered  in  
January of 2021.  
 
Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to speak with one of 
the priests.   

 
Mass Intentions                                                                                                        

Mass Schedule for the week of September 13—18 

Tuesday -  7:00 pm. at St. Joseph’s Church 
1. Rose Whaling                                                                                                                                                  Sharon Whaling 
2. Alice Murray                                                                                                                                                             Laurie Ash 
3. Tom Walsh                                                                                                                                              Heather MacDonald 
 
Wednesday - 8:00 am. at Immaculate Conception Church 
1. Len Petrie                                                                                                            Samantha Campbell, Tyler & Zoe Bentley 
2. Urban Portz                                                                                                                                                       Joseph Lorentz 
3. Ellen Hopper                                                                                                         The Apostles of Divine Mercy, Stratford 
 
Thursday - 10:00 am. at Holy Name of Mary Church 
1. Kim Selbie                                                                                                                                             Ken & Mary Chisholm 
2. Jim Campbell                                                                                                                                                    Nora Campbell 
3. Mario Coletti                                                                                                    Huron Perth Catholic District School Board 
 
Friday - 8:00 am. at St. Joseph’s Church  
1. Sergio & Antonietta Rizzo                                                                                                                                     Their family 
2. Joanne Kelly Nichols                                                                                                                               Doug & Lori Stewart 
3. Frank Krauskopf                                                                                                                                      Tom & Louise Gould 



Diocesan News 

What is Bishop Fabbro’s vision for the Diocese of London?  Being a Mission-Oriented Church that Forms Disciples 

of Jesus.  In the coming weeks, we will be sharing more about living and praying for this vision. We can live this 

by growing our relationship with Jesus and sharing that relationship in our parishes, communities .                          

Learning about the Vision: What does it mean to be Mission-Oriented?  “The Church's deepest nature is ex-

pressed in her three-fold responsibility: of proclaiming the word of God, celebrating the sacraments, and exercis-

ing the ministry of charity. These duties presuppose each other and are inseparable.” -Pope Benedict XVI, Deus 

Caritas Est 25  

Truth, Reconciliation and Healing: Speaker Series and Gatherings                                                                         

The relationship between the Church and the Indigenous Peoples of Turtle Island has been fraught for 500 years 

but rarely acknowledged or discussed within our communities. With the revelations of countless unmarked graves, 

the Church and our nation is beginning to wake up. Beginning September 8, we will gather to discuss the legacy, 

which is ours, while calling us beyond ourselves to part of the process of reconciliation and healing. Each week will 

cover a different topic and speakers present will come from both Indigenous and settler communities. These gath-

erings will take place in the Parish Hall at St. George's, 7—9 pm. Registration will be required, whether you would 

like to attend these talks in person or virtually. To register, please email springbankcatholic@dol.ca or call                 

519-471-4220.                                                                                                

September 15 - Michelle Zinck, Fond du Lac First Nation, SK                                                                                          

September 22 - Michelle Zinck, Fond du Lac First Nation, SK                                                                                              

September 29 - Michelle Zinck, Fond du Lac First Nation, SK                                                                                               

October 6 - Valarie Waboose, Faculty of Law, University of Windsor Walpole Island First Nation                                

October 13 - Senator Murray Sinclair, (VIDEO) Chair of the Truth & Reconciliation Commission                               

October 20 - Jesse Thistle, (VIDEO) Author of From the Ashes Department of Humanities, York University                

October 27 - Peter Jaffe, Academic Director of the Centre for Research & Education on Violence Against Women & 

Children, Western University                                                                                                                                              

November 3 - Archbishop Murray Chatlain, Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas                                                              

November 10 - Bishop Jon Hansen, Diocese of McKenzie-Fort Smith 

Parish Groups                                                                                                                                                                                

St. Joseph’s CWL—Our first meeting is September 20th— the executive will meet at 6 pm. with the general 

meeting starting at 7 pm. Covid  protocols will be followed; please wear a mask and enter by the front doors of the 

hall . We welcome anyone who would like to attend, however, we have limited seating. Please reserve your spot 

by contacting Mary Cobb at mjcobb68@gmail.com or call 519-275-1842. 

Membership  fees are due beginning in September. Please drop off your dues of $25.00 to the collection boxes at 

church or to the lockbox just outside the office door. Please mark your full name and " St. Joseph's CWL Member-

ship Dues"  on the envelope. Thank you.  
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Parish Office and Premises Updates 

The Parish Office is OPEN BY APPOINTMENT. Parish staff are once again working from the office.  Staff can be 

reached during regular office hours.  Please keep in mind that some are on vacation so leave your messages at  

Extension 0 with the time and date of your call and your phone number so we can serve you efficiently.  

The Parish Halls are open to Parish Groups for meetings.  Please call the office for Safety Plans and the guide-

lines that must be followed.  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul continues to  operate the food bank and provide 

take-out only community meals from St. Joseph’s Parish hall.  Strict Covid protocols are in place. 

Please continue to use the  secure drop box just to the right of the office door which will accept envelopes and 

packages. The lower office door is now unlocked but if you arrive for an appointment please use the red buzzer to 

the left at the top of the stairs to announce your arrival.  Thank you for your patience and cooperation during 

these uncertain times. 
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DONATE 
During these difficult times your financial support is especially appreciated:  

Holy Name of Mary:     https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 

Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 

St. Joseph's:        https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 

To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message for her at extension 23.   

 

AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 
 

Website: www.avonthamescatholic.dol.ca         Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 
 

Parish Family Office: 
96 Huron Street, Stratford  ON  N5A 5S6 

    Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Phone: 519-271-6722   Stratford              519-284-2593   St. Marys 

https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/
https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/
https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/

