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OUR PARISH FAMILY 

Grow as a Disciple I Pray, study, engage, serve    

Grow: Social media certainly has its downsides, but it’s a wonderful way to keep up with friends and family. Lately, I’ve 

noticed a number of wedding day snapshots – with couples finally able to celebrate their “big day” as pandemic 

restrictions have eased. Today’s readings bring these beautiful images to mind. In the Gospel, Jesus teaches his disciples 

about marriage: “God made them male and female. For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined 

to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” While the readings focus on the relationship between man and woman, 

we are reminded that God created all of us –  no matter our state in life – to love one another as he loves us. The capacity 

to love is in our DNA. Jesus invites us to be companions on life’s journey, reflecting to others Christ’s love for the Church. 

Go: Each year in October, our diocese invites married couples to a “Wedding Anniversary Mass.” Friends and family are 

invited to join them as they celebrate milestone anniversaries – whether it be 5 years or 50. Just as we celebrate 

newlyweds, it’s nice to recognize these couples – and the love that has endured well after the honeymoon ended. Just as 

they witnessed their love for one another on their wedding day, they have continued to do so through the ensuing years 

by their example. Despite the inevitable hardships, they cling to one another; through disagreements and quarrels, they 

find a way back to each other – and I suspect they laugh together too. By sharing their stories we, too, can witness to 

others a love that endures through thick and thin. In doing so, we help build up our families, our communities, and our 

Church.  

ACTION: You may have heard of The Moth, a popular storytelling platform. Each of us has a story to tell, and recording 

family “love stories” can be a fun way to witness to our children and grandchildren what good relationships look like. 

Take some time to interview your parents or others in your extended family about how they met, how they’ve overcome 

the challenges they have faced as a couple, and how they have kept God at the center.  

St. Joseph’s Immaculate Conception Holy Name of Mary 

We ask you to pray... 

Please pray for those who have died, especially Marj Vere and Phyllis Mathieson.  May they rejoice in Your king-

dom, where all our tears are wiped away.  Unite us together again in one family to sing Your praises forever.  

 

Please pray for those are sick, especially Alfred Heinbuck,  Hermina Reurink, Claire Nicholson and                          

Pauline Patterson. 

 

Please pray for vocations, especially this coming week for Fr. Ljubo Lebo, Fr. Stephen Marsh, Fr. Richard Tremblay, 

Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, Fr. Nelson Cabral, Leigh Duckworth (coordinator of youth ministry), 

Deacon John Vezina, ,  religious communities,  Bishop Fabbro, Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Dabrowski, and Pope Francis.  
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Sacraments 

Confession times: 
Saturdays:      11:00 am. —noon at St. Joseph’s church &  
                            4:00 pm. —4:30 pm. at Immaculate Conception church. 
Sundays:            9:00 am.—9:30 am.  at Holy Name of Mary church. 
(or by appointment by calling the office and speaking with one of the priests.)  
 
 
Baptisms - Baptisms are celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:00 pm. with the preparation class held the 
Tuesday evening before at 7:40 pm. Please call the office and register your child,  or email Elizabeth at 
emanto@dol.ca or Mary at mchisholm@dol.ca 
 
First Reconciliation  Planning is underway and the date of the parent meeting will be announced soon.   
 
First Holy Communions  - We have wrapped up for the year and will resume preparation again in the new year.  
 
Confirmation  - This sacrament is now caught up for 2021 and our new group of candidates will begin to prepare in 
the new year.   
 
Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to speak with one of 
the priests.   

 
Mass Intentions                                                                                                        

Mass Schedule for the week of October 4—9 

Tuesday -  7:00 pm. at St. Joseph’s Church 
1. Nick Forte                                                                                                                                                      Elia Forte & family 
2. Keith & Fran Culliton                                                                                                                                               Their family 
3. Barb Leyser                                                                                                                                               Heather MacDonald 
 
Wednesday - 8:00 am. at Immaculate Conception Church 
1. Judy Purcell & Robb Purcell                                                                                                                   Fran Purcell & family 
2. Kent Abbott                                                                                                                                                                  His family 
3. Elisabeth Dobbe                                                                                                                                  Harry & Eileen Thomas 
 
Thursday - 10:00 am. at Holy Name of Mary Church 
1. Len Petrie                                                                                                                                        Brad & Summer Campbell 
2. Gerhard Wiedman                                                                                                                            Marianne & Dennis Kelly 
3. Mary Bayliss                                                                                                                                                 Anne Weerasinghe 
 
Friday - 8:00 am. at St. Joseph’s Church  
1. Pat & Jean O’Donovan                                                                                                                          Jim & Marg Brickman 
2. For the Holy Souls in Purgatory                                                                                                             Nellie Vander Hyden 
3. Urban Portz                                                                                                                                              Tom & Louise Gould 



Diocesan News 

What is Bishop Fabbro’s vision for the Diocese of London?  Being a Mission-Oriented Church that Forms Disciples 

of Jesus.  We can live this by growing our relationship with Jesus and sharing that relationship in our parishes, and 

communities .     

Living the Vision: Mission-Oriented Action 

 

In your Parish: Become involved in a church committee or group 

In your Community: Be virtuous: practice prudence, justice, temperance and fortitude 

In your Heart: Seek what is good, true, and beautiful 

 

Diocese of London: Being a Mission-Oriented Church that Forms Disciples of Jesus  Diocese of London: Being a 

Mission-Oriented Church that Forms Disciples of Jesus  

 

Parish Groups 

 

Knights of Columbus  - Thank you to the many parishioners who have supported  the Knights of Columbus State 
Charity Lottery ticket sales over the years. This has been discontinued and replaced by a province wide 50/50 
Online Raffle. The tickets can be purchased on-line using the URL : 

https://ontariokofcraffle.5050central.com/?olc=1431   
or use a cell phone to scan the QR code on posters that will be found at the doors of the churches.  There are 4 
draws per year. Ticket sales for the upcoming draw go from October 1 to December 31. As in the past, we receive 
a percentage of our ticket sales to be used for charitable donations. The Arthritis Society and the Ontario Special 
Olympics continue to be major recipients of monies raised provincially and locally. Tickets prices are 15 for $10, 40 
for $20, and 100 for $40. The winning ticket for the last draw yielded a prize of $44,000. You will receive your 
numbered tickets by email.  Contact Jim Gaylor, 519-271-3446 for further information. 
 
St. Joseph’s CWL - Membership  fees are due beginning in September. Please drop off your dues of $25.00  
to the collection boxes at church or to the lockbox just outside the office door. Please mark your full name and " 
St. Joseph's CWL Membership Dues"  on the envelope.   
 
Stratford and District Right to Life will hold their annual Life Chain on October 3rd in front of St. Joseph’s Church. 
Other intersections will be Ontario St. and Waterloo St. in front of Popeye’s restaurant and in front of Walmart on 
Ontario St.  All are welcome to join this peaceful demonstration for our most vulnerable brothers and sisters. If 
you would like to volunteer to set up or distribute signs, please contact Pat Bannon at 519-273-1616.  

The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul   On September 27th we celebrated the Feast of Saint Vincent de Paul.  
Saint Vincent de Paul (1581-1660) was ordained to the priesthood in 1600. Father Vincent was devoted in the  
service of the poor. He felt the need to establish institutions to carry out his ministry and mission, which he  
saw as the continuation of the mission of Jesus Himself. Saint Vincent de Paul was named Patron of Works of  
Charity by Pope Leo XIII in 1737.  
 
The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul strive to carry on with the work of this great saint. Our poor box collection  
has resumed at the Masses on the last weekend of the month at  Immaculate Conception and St. Joseph’s  
churches. This year to date we have had 511 visits (801 adults and 277 children) at our weekly food bank.  
Through your continued generosity in support we are able to service the people in need in our community. 
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Parish Office and Premises Updates 

The Parish Office is open by appointment.  
Parish staff are working from the office and can be reached during regular office hours.  After hours, please leave 
your messages at  extension 0 with the time and date of your call and your phone number so we can serve you 
efficiently. 
 
The Parish Halls and Meeting Rooms are open to Parish Groups for meetings.  Those attending meetings must 
provide proof of vaccination and  ID to the Group Registrar before entering.  There is no entry without presenta-
tion of the appropriate documentation.  Groups may call the office for Safety Plans and the other guidelines that 
must be followed.  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul continues to  operate the food bank and provide take-out 
only community meals from St. Joseph’s Parish hall.  Strict Covid protocols are in place.  Please continue to use the  
secure drop box just to the right of the office door which will accept envelopes and packages.  Thank you for your 
patience and cooperation during these challenging times. 
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DONATE 
During these difficult times your financial support is especially appreciated:  

Holy Name of Mary:     https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 

Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 

St. Joseph's:        https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 

To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message for her at extension 23.   

 

AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 
 

Website: www.avonthamescatholic.dol.ca         Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 
 

Parish Family Office: 
96 Huron Street, Stratford  ON  N5A 5S6 

    Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Phone: 519-271-6722   Stratford              519-284-2593   St. Marys 

From October 3 to 9, 2021 we mark National Catholic Health Care 

Week across Canada, recognizing the important work of Catholic 

health care organizations in our province and across Canada. At the 

heart of Catholic health care is a deep respect for the intrinsic value 

and dignity of every human being and a commitment to serving all people, from all backgrounds and faiths—

especially those impacted by trauma, stigma, poverty, and isolation. We pray for health care teams who have giv-

en much over the past year and continue to who walk with all those who are ill, deeply troubled, weary and strug-

gling. The healing journey depends on openness, trust and compassion, and we are grateful for our Catholic health 

ministries as they strive to create safe and welcoming places for connection and healing—body, mind and soul. 

Holding all those who are hurting in our hearts, we ask God to bless the work of Catholic health care and we offer 

our prayers, support, and encouragement for the people of our Catholic health organizations who serve with com-

passion and courage. You are encouraged to mark National Catholic Health Care Week with daily reflections and 

prayers. Please visit the Catholic Health Alliance of Canada website at www.chac.ca  
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