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Our Parish Family 

Grow as a Disciple I Pray, study, engage, serve                                                                                                                            

Grow: In the Old Testament, wealth was considered a sign of God’s favor. So imagine the rich young man’s surprise when 

he approached Jesus, only to find out that he would need to sell what he had and then give to the poor in order to follow 

Jesus. His face fell and he walked away. His demeanor highlights the fundamental error of equating what we have, and 

what we do, with salvation – of relying on earthly things, rather than God, for our deepest comfort and security. In 

contrast, the Book of Wisdom speaks of the richness and worth of divine wisdom over that of any precious gem or gold. 

We understand that divine wisdom to be manifested in the person of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, true wisdom means having 

faith in Jesus Christ rather than in our own efforts and whatever we might have earned in our lifetime.  Otherwise, we are 

like a camel trying to squeeze through the eye of a needle. Jesus truly offers us the only way. I like to think that the young 

man came around eventually. After all, as Jesus says, “all things are possible for God.” As we reflect, we can ask Jesus 

what we need to “let go of” to turn our sights, our minds, and our lives over to God, knowing that following his will is the 

surest path to the Kingdom.                                                                                                                                                                   

Go: Just a few days ago, we celebrated the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. The behavior of the rich young man in today’s 

Gospel – daring, enthusiastic, confident – brings the young Francis to mind. Born into wealth, he relished his carefree 

lifestyle and sought to become a knight. His dreams of glory, however, quickly became a nightmare as his comrades fell 

and he was imprisoned in a dank cell for a year. After his release, he fell seriously ill, and God spoke to him. He cast aside 

the trappings of wealth, choosing instead to seek God’s will in all things. His example invites us to pray about our 

priorities: What things or attitudes get in the way of our relationship with God and one another? What is the Lord asking 

of us and how can we respond? How can we give witness to our belief that all things are possible with God?              

Action: Perhaps try a “consumption fast” for the next couple of weeks, purchasing only what you need – food and other 

necessities. Use time and energy spent shopping to deepen your relationship with God and others through practices such 

as Eucharistic adoration, confession, visiting an elderly relative, or writing/calling an old friend. 

St. Joseph’s Immaculate Conception Holy Name of Mary 

We ask you to pray... 

Please pray for those who have died, especially Jean Whaling and Joanne Borris.  May they rejoice in Your kingdom, 

where all our tears are wiped away.  Unite us together again in one family to sing Your praises forever.  

 

Please pray for those are sick, especially Alfred Heinbuck,  Hermina Reurink, Claire Nicholson and                          

Pauline Patterson. 

 

Please pray for vocations, especially this coming week for Fr. Donald Lococo, Deacon Charles Stillwell,                     

Fr. Gregory Bonin, Fr. Francis Hurley, Fr. Mukacha Kathemo, Nancy Asciak (coordinator of youth ministry),            

Deacon Gerald Clement , religious communities,  Bishop Fabbro, Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Dabrowski,                       

and Pope Francis. 
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Sacraments 

Confession times: 
Saturdays:      11:00 am. —noon at St. Joseph’s church &  
                            4:00 pm. —4:30 pm. at Immaculate Conception church. 
Sundays:            9:00 am.—9:30 am.  at Holy Name of Mary church. 
(or by appointment by calling the office and speaking with one of the priests.)  
 
Baptisms - Baptisms are celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:00 pm. with the preparation class held the 
Tuesday evening before at 7:40 pm. Please call the office and register your child,  or email Elizabeth at 
emanto@dol.ca or Mary at mchisholm@dol.ca 
 
First Reconciliation  Planning is underway and the date of the parent meeting will be announced soon.   
 
First Holy Communions  - Completed for 2021  
 
Confirmation  - Completed for 2021 
 
Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to speak with one of 
the priests.   

 
Mass Intentions                                                                                                                                        

Mass schedule for the week of October 11-15 

Monday—10:00 am. at St. Joseph’s Church                                                                                                                               

In Thanksgiving for family and friends                                                                                                     Fran Purcell & family 

Frank Nyenhuis                                                                                                                                      Mary Nyenhuis & family 

Deceased members of the O’Neill family 

Tuesday -  7:00 pm. at St. Joseph’s Church 
1. Raymonde Abboud                                                                                                      The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 

2. Frank Krauskopf                                                                                                                                                       Joe Lorentz 

3. Helmut Schoen                                                                                                                                                          John Fuhry 

 
Wednesday - 8:00 am. at Immaculate Conception Church 
1. Joshua Powath Sr.                                                                                                                                       The Powath family 

2. The intentions those who use the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul food bank 

3. Franz Ebner                                                                                                                                                                   His family 

 

Thursday - 10:00 am. at Holy Name of Mary Church 
1. Henrika Van Beek (anniversary)                                                                                                                      John Van Beek 

2. Anne Connor                                                                                                         The Eucharistic Apostles of Divine Mercy 

3. Virgilio Lim (anniversary)                                                                                                     Jennifer & Ryan Basco & family 

 
Friday - 8:00 am. at St. Joseph’s Church  
1. Fran Culliton (anniversary)                                                                                                                                       Her family 

2. Margaret Merkel                                                                                                                                          Sandra Didiomete 

3. Sergio & Antonietta Rizzo                                                                                                                                       Their family 



Parish Office and Premises Updates 

The Parish Office is open by appointment.  Parish staff are working from the office and can be reached during reg-

ular office hours.  After hours, please leave your messages at  extension 0 with the time and date of your call and 

your phone number so we can serve you efficiently. 

The Parish Halls and Meeting Rooms are open to Parish Groups for meetings.  Those attending meetings must 

provide proof of vaccination and  ID to the Group Registrar before entering.  There is no entry without presenta-

tion of the appropriate documentation.  Groups may call the office for Safety Plans and the other guidelines that 

must be followed.  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul continues to  operate the food bank and provide take-out 

only community meals from St. Joseph’s Parish hall.  Strict Covid protocols are in place.  Please continue to use the  

secure drop box just to the right of the office door which will accept envelopes and packages.  Thank you for your 

patience and cooperation during these challenging times. 

Diocesan News 

What is Bishop Fabbro’s vision for the Diocese of London?   

Being a Mission-Oriented Church that Forms Disciples of Jesus.  We can live this by growing our relationship with 

Jesus and sharing that relationship in our parishes, and communities .     

Learning about the Vision: What is our mission?  “This is our mission: to give pure and fresh air to those immersed 

in the pollution of our world; to bring to earth that peace which fills us with joy whenever we meet Jesus on the 

mountain in prayer; to show by our lives, and perhaps even by our words, that God loves everyone and never tires 

of anyone.” - Pope Francis, World Missions Day 2019  

Diocese of London: Being a Mission-Oriented Church that Forms Disciples of Jesus   

Parish Groups 

Knights of Columbus  - Thank you to the many parishioners who have supported  the Knights of Columbus State 

Charity Lottery ticket sales over the years. This has been discontinued and replaced by a province wide 50/50 

Online Raffle. The tickets can be purchased on-line using the URL : 

https://ontariokofcraffle.5050central.com/?olc=1431   

or use a cell phone to scan the QR code on posters that will be found at the doors of the churches.  There are 4 

draws per year. Ticket sales for the upcoming draw go from October 1 to December 31. As in the past, we receive 

a percentage of our ticket sales to be used for charitable donations. The Arthritis Society and the Ontario Special 

Olympics continue to be major recipients of monies raised provincially and locally. Tickets prices are 15 for $10, 40 

for $20, and 100 for $40. The winning ticket for the last draw yielded a prize of $44,000. You will receive your 

numbered tickets by email.  Contact Jim Gaylor, 519-271-3446 for further information. 

 

St. Joseph’s CWL - Membership  fees are due beginning in September. Please drop off your dues of $25.00  

to the collection boxes at church or to the lockbox just outside the office door. Please mark your full name and " 

St. Joseph's CWL Membership Dues"  on the envelope.   
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DONATE 
During these difficult times your financial support is especially appreciated:  

Holy Name of Mary:     https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 

Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 

St. Joseph's:        https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 

To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message for her at extension 23.   

 

AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 
 

Website: www.avonthamescatholic.dol.ca         Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 
 

Parish Family Office: 
96 Huron Street, Stratford  ON  N5A 5S6 

    Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Phone: 519-271-6722   Stratford              519-284-2593   St. Marys 

                                             The Art of Thanksgiving 

The art of thanksgiving is thanksliving. 

It is gratitude in action.  

It is applying Albert Schweitzer’s philosophy: “In gratitude for your own good fortune,                                              

you must render in return some sacrifice of your life for other life.” 

It is thanking God for the gift of life by living it triumphantly, 

It is thanking God for your talents and abilities by accepting them as obligations to be in vested                              

for the common good.  

It is thanking God for all that men and women have done for you by doing things for others. 

It is thanking God for beauty by helping to make the world more beautiful. 

It is thanking God for inspiration by trying to be an inspiration to others.  

It is thanking God for health and strength by the care and reverence you show your body.  

It is thanking God for the creative ideas that enrich life                                                                                            

by adding your own creative contributions to human progress.  

It is thanking God for each new day by living it to the fullest. 

It is thanking God by giving hands, arms, legs and voice to your thankful spirit.  

It is adding to your prayers of thanksgiving…                                                                                                        

acts of thanksliving.                                                                                                                  (Wilfred A. Peterson) 
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