
Grow as a disciple—   Pray, study, engage, serve            

Grow: When it comes to money, I’m a worrier. Just ask my husband how I reacted when he had the audacity to pay for 

shipping! I shop carefully, armed with coupons. I’ve always been a saver, making sure to contribute to retirement, life 

insurance, and the “what-if-the-roof-comes-down” fund. Being fiscally responsible is a good thing, but the quest for 

financial security as the ultimate good is a fool’s errand. God is the true provider of all that we need, and what we have 

finds its fulfillment in service to him. The widows in today’s readings knew that too well. In the first reading, a mother and 

son are down to their last bites of food, facing starvation and death. Yet she gives her last morsels to the prophet Elijah. In 

the Gospel, the widow gives generously, not of her surplus, but of her entire livelihood. Both women exhibit utter and 

complete trust in God, and a generosity that knows no bounds. As we study today’s Scripture, they teach the worriers 

among us that God will and does provide, and that the more we give away, the greater our reward in this life and the next. 

Go evangelize—Prayer, invitation, witness, accompaniment     

Go: Do you ever get that knock on the door from a Cub Scout selling popcorn just when you’re about the put dinner on the 

table or run out to a ballgame? Or perhaps you already have a full calendar and suddenly a neighbor really needs your help 

with an errand or a household emergency – and there goes a whole afternoon! Today’s readings invite us to set aside 

whatever “sticks we are gathering” and welcome the “Elijah moments.” They encourage us to give a bit of ourselves away, 

whether it’s time, money, or attention. In doing so, we give witness to the paradox of the Christian life – that the more we 

give away the more we are rewarded. We also set a positive example for our children and others, who will see our 

generosity in action. 

Serve: Even the budgeters among us can do this! Look ahead at your budget. In addition to regular expenditures and 

giving, look at something you can sacrifice – a meal out, a new sweater, a movie night – and decide as a family how you 

would like to use the extra money and/or time to help others. 

St. Joseph’s Immaculate Conception Holy Name of Mary 

We ask you to pray... 

Please pray for those who have died, especially Andrew Skowby and Eugene Shantz.    

 

Please pray for those are sick, especially Norma McIver, Alfred Heinbuck,  Hermina Reurink, Claire Nicholson and  

Pauline Patterson. 

 

Please pray for vocations, especially this coming week for Fr. Robert Renaud, Fr. Mateusz Sobierajski, Fr. Charles 

Akinloye, Fr. Theodore Pinto, Fr. Mark Sargent, Louise Trapp (parish nurse), Sybila Lajaku -Williams (pastoral worker), 

religious communities,  Bishop Fabbro, Auxiliary Bishop  Joseph Dabrowski, and Pope Francis.  
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Sacraments 

Confession times: 
Saturdays:      11:00 am. —noon at St. Joseph’s church &  

                            4:00 pm. —4:30 pm. at Immaculate Conception church. 

Sundays:            9:00 am.—9:30 am.  at Holy Name of Mary church. 

(or by appointment by calling the office and speaking with one of the priests.)  

 
Baptisms - Baptisms are celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:00 pm. with the preparation class held the 
Tuesday evening before at 7:40 pm. Please call the office and register your child,  or email Elizabeth at 
emanto@dol.ca or Mary at mchisholm@dol.ca 
 
First Reconciliation  Preparation has now been postponed until the new year.  
 
First Holy Communions  - Completed for 2021  
 
Confirmation  - Completed for 2021 
 
Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to speak with one of 
the priests.   

 
Mass Schedule and Intentions for the week of November 8—13  

 

Tuesday -  7:00 pm. at St. Joseph’s Church                                                                                                                                  
1. Margaret Merkel                                                                                                                                       Sandra DiDiomete 

2. Pat Brown                                                                                                                                                         Frank Whaling 

3. Louis Poppe                                                                                                                                  Paul & Colleen Mathieson 

Wednesday - 8:00 am. at Immaculate Conception Church 
1. Elisabeth Dobbe                                                                                                     The Apostles of Divine Mercy, Stratford 

2. Lou Maloney                                                                                                                                         Ron & Theresa Murray 

3. Agnes Gaffney                                                                                                                                       Ron & Theresa Murray 

 

Thursday - 10:00 am. at Holy Name of Mary Church (Remembrance Day) 
1. Mario Joseph Coletti                                                                                   Ontario English Catholic Teachers Association 

2. Carrol Ione Morkin                                                                                                                        Catherine Garvey & family  

3. Marj Vere                                                                                                                                                       Her friends 

 
 
 
Friday - 8:00 am. at St. Joseph’s Church  
1. Anita Parr                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Laurie Ash 

2. Dave Zucca                                                                                                                                                                    Patti & Randy Rothwell 

3. Maria Melitta Diaz                                                                                                                                                                            Mercy Esmin & family 



Diocesan News                                                                                                                                                                               

‘Come and See’ Discernment Weekend at the Seminary St. Peter's Seminary invites you to a discernment retreat 

for men age 17 years old and older that are considering a call to the priesthood from November 19 to November 

21. This in-person weekend at the Seminary offers a firsthand experience of the life of a seminarian, provides spir-

itual help for discernment and offers the opportunity to meet current seminarians and faculty. Please contact      

Fr. Danny Santos at vocations@dol.ca for more information, or go to www.dolpriest.ca/registration to register. 

Since this is an in-person event, proof of double vaccination status will be required.                                                                 

Learning about the Vision: What does it mean to be a disciple?                                                                                       

“A disciple follows the Master daily and shares the joy of discipleship with others. Not by conquering, mandating, 

proselytizing, but by witnessing, humbling oneself alongside other disciples and offering with love the love that we 

ourselves received.” Pope Francis, World Missions Day 2019                                                                                                   

                                       Diocese of London: Being a Mission-Oriented Church that Forms Disciples of Jesus    

School and Community News        

Calling All Three Year Olds! 

Are you wondering about Catholic Education for your child?  Huron Perth Catholic District School board pro-

vides schools that are faith- based,  inclusive and places of high expectations.  The staff are compassionate and   

caring – they are eager and ready to support your child’s learning and faith development. November is the month 

to register your child for Kindergarten 2022/2023. If your child was born in 2017 or 2018 please contact your home 

school for more information.  
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Parish News 

You will notice that the Books of Life has been placed in the churches. If you would 

like your deceased loved ones prayed for at our daily Masses, please write their 

names in the books.    If possible, please use your own pen, however, there are pens 

available as well.   

 

Parish Groups 

Immaculate Conception CWL—Our next meeting is on Monday, November 8th at 7:00 pm.                                       

We will be having a memorial service for 3 of our members who died in 2021. More information will be given 

about our upcoming raffle fundraiser as well as our Christmas meeting.  

Masks are mandatory as well as proof of vaccination. Anyone wishing a ride can call 519-273-1995 or text  

519-301-5787 or email landstwam@rogers.com 

Divine Mercy Group—Are you interested in diving deeper into the message of Divine Mercy?                                  

The Apostles of Divine Mercy Stratford will be offering a zoom study of the Dia-

ry of St. Faustina which records St. Faustina’s great experience of Divine Mercy 

in her soul, through a cenacle formation program. We will read through the 

diary, scripture and the Catechism of the Catholic Church       answering and 

discussing the questions for that week. We pray the chaplet and novena to 

close the meeting. Zoom meetings will start November 10th at   7:00 pm. For 

more information and for the zoom links,  please contact Howard Culligan at 

519-272-5413 or Brenda Heisz at 226-921-4928. 

mailto:vocations@dol.ca
http://www.dolpriest.ca/registration


Parish Office and Premises Updates 

The Parish Office is open by appointment.  Parish staff are working from the office and can be reached during reg-

ular office hours.  After hours, please leave your messages at  extension 0 with the time and date of your call and 

your phone number so we can serve you efficiently. 

The Parish Halls and Meeting Rooms are open to Parish Groups for meetings.  Those attending meetings must 

provide proof of vaccination and photo ID to the Group Registrar before entering.  There is no entry without 

presentation of the appropriate documentation.  Groups may call the office for Safety Plans and the other guide-

lines that must be followed.  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul continues to  operate the food bank and provide 

take-out only community meals from St. Joseph’s Parish hall.  Strict Covid protocols are in place.  Please continue 

to use the  secure drop box just to the right of the office door which will accept envelopes and packages.  Thank 

you for your patience and cooperation during these challenging times. 
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AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 
 

Website: www.avonthamescatholic.dol.ca         Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 
 

Parish Family Office: 
96 Huron Street, Stratford  ON  N5A 5S6 

    Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Phone: 519-271-6722   Stratford              519-284-2593   St. Marys 
Staff are working from the office - Access by appointment only. 

All Covid protocols are being followed. 

DONATE 
During these difficult times your financial support is especially appreciated:  

Holy Name of Mary:     https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 

Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 

St. Joseph's:        https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 

To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message for her at extension 23.   

Prayer for Remembrance Day 

Almighty ever-living God,  

Hear our prayers for those who died in defence of country and freedom; 

Grant them eternal rest and peace to us who keep faith with them, 

That we may be instruments of your reconciliation and peace, 

Following the example of your Son, 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever.            Amen.  

https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/
https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/
https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/

