
Grow as a Disciple - PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE    

GROW: My husband reads the obituaries regularly, as did my elderly Aunt Loretta. Me, I avoid them. I don’t like to 
think about death, and the same can be said for some references to the end times, particularly those like we hear in 
the Book of Daniel: “Some shall live forever, others shall be an everlasting horror and disgrace.” Give me a 
comforting psalm any day! However, in today’s Gospel, Jesus assures us that we who believe need not fear the 
Second Coming, for at that time the Son of Man shall “gather his elect.” Yes, “heaven and earth will pass away,” but 
the words of Jesus never shall. It is true, we don’t know the time or the hour of his return and so we prepare for it by 
remaining focused on Jesus’ words and turning our lives over to him in and through the sacramental life of the 
Church. Strive to live well on earth, following the path to eternal life that our loving and merciful Savior has paved 
for us. 

Go Evangelize - PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT 

GO: It’s easy to become complacent in that striving. I notice that tendency in everyday life – taking my spouse for 
granted, not being mindful of how what I say and do serves as an example (either good or bad!) for another. It’s like 
moving through the day with blinders on. In today’s Gospel, Jesus is teaching his disciples about his return in glory, 
and how those who follow him will be able to sense its approach. “Learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branch 
becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you know that summer is near.” In other words, “pay attention; be observant” – 
the opposite of complacency. To counter this within ourselves, we can ask God to open our eyes to the signs of his 
love all around us – our spouses and dear friends, our families, and all the gifts we have been given. Just as 
importantly, we can accompany one another as we seek to grow in holiness and prepare for the day we meet Jesus, 
living as an example in word and deed. As the Book of Daniel so eloquently tells us, “The wise shall shine brightly like 
the splendor of the firmament, and those who lead the many to justice shall be like the stars forever.” 

PRAY: Read the obituaries! Many of them contain inspiring examples of lives well lived. Take a moment in this 
month of November to pray for all who have died. Make a conscious effort to be a specific example to another of 
Christ’s love in the world that they, too, might be better prepared for Christ’s return. 

St. Joseph’s Immaculate Conception Holy Name of Mary 

We ask you to pray... 

Please pray for those who have died, especially Jack Hishon, Mary Hendrikson and Adrian Van Leeuwen .    
 
Please pray for those are sick, especially Norma McIver, Alfred Heinbuck,  Hermina Reurink, Claire Nicholson 
and  Pauline Patterson. 
 

Please pray for vocations, especially this coming week for Deacon John Doomernick, Fr. Pedro Zuniga, Fr. Dari-
usz Lewandowski, Ministers to refugees in the Diocese of London, Fr. Steven Eckert, Fr. Dikran Islemeci, Faye 
Brekelmans (Parish nurse), religious communities,  Bishop Fabbro, Auxiliary Bishop  Joseph Dabrowski, and 
Pope Francis. 
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Sacraments 

Confession times: 
Saturdays:      11:00 am. —noon at St. Joseph’s church &  

                            4:00 pm. —4:30 pm. at Immaculate Conception church. 

Sundays:            9:00 am.—9:30 am.  at Holy Name of Mary church. 

(or by appointment by calling the office and speaking with one of the priests.)  

 
Baptisms - Baptisms are celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:00 pm. with the preparation class held the 
Tuesday evening before at 7:40 pm. Please call the office and register your child,  or email Elizabeth at 
emanto@dol.ca or Mary at mchisholm@dol.ca 
 
First Reconciliation  Preparation has now been postponed until the new year.  
 
First Holy Communions  - Completed for 2021  
 
Confirmation  - Completed for 2021 
 
Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to speak with one of 
the priests.   

 
Mass Schedule and Intentions for the week of November 15—20  

Tuesday -  7:00 pm. at St. Joseph’s Church                                                                                                                                  
1. Jack Celej                                                                                                                                                               Dennis Celej 

2. Nick & Italia Forte                                                                                                                                      Elia Forte & family 

3. Ellen Hopper                                                                                                                                        Marg Ruston & family 

 

Wednesday - 8:00 am. at Immaculate Conception Church 
1. Mary Purcell (anniversary)                                                                                                                                     Fran Purcell 

2. John Bancroft                                                                                             The Huron Perth Catholic District School Board 

3. Maria Bontje                                                                                                                                                Rudy & Ellen Koert 

 

Thursday - 10:00 am. at Holy Name of Mary Church (Remembrance Day) 
1. Nelly Segeren                                                                                                                                           Shirley Ann Beecroft 

2. Wilma Healy                                                                                                                                                                Her family  

3. Regena Whaling                                                                                                                                                   Frank Whaling 

 
 
Friday - 8:00 am. at St. Joseph’s Church  
1. Sergio & Antonietta Rizzo                                                                                                                                                           Their family                          

2. Alice Murray                                                                                               Ken & Mary Chisholm & family 

3. The intentions of Robert Taylor                                                                                                                                                     Susan Thibeault 
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Parish News 

You will notice that the Books of Life have been placed in the churches. If you would 

like your deceased loved ones prayed for at our daily Masses, please write their 

names in the books.    If possible, please use your own pen, however, there are pens 

available as well.  If you are unable to come to the church, please call Mary or Eliza-

beth at the office. We would be happy to include your loved one’s name.                        

 

Parish Groups 

Missions—In Support of Project Precious You are invited to participate in our first online “Silent” Auction which 

will take place from Monday, November 22nd at 9:00 am.  through Friday, November 26th closing at                     

6:00 pm.    We are hosting this event through GalaBid at https://app.galabid.com/pphhope                                                 

Please help support our various programs for the school children in northern Haiti. Choose from a curated list of 

quality items that have been generously donated by supporters of our work in Haiti. This is a great opportunity to 

get some local Christmas shopping done, while supporting a great cause. Your donations go a long way to helping 

the beautiful children of Haiti! 

The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul In keeping with our conference mission, the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 

is again hosting the “Giving Tree” to support families in our community by providing a joyous “Christmas Season”. 

The Giving Trees are displayed in St. Joseph and Immaculate Conception Churches with gift tags decorating the 

trees that request donated gift cards from designated locations and in various amounts. Please feel free to take 

one or more of these tags, purchase the gift card(s), and return to the offertory collection boxes.  

Parishioners that are unable to access the Giving Tree and would still like to participate, please drop any denomi-

nation of gift card(s) from Walmart, No Frills, and/or Food Basics in a clearly marked envelope into the locked se-

cure box on the right outside the Parish Office. 

This program enables parents to purchase a gift for their child aged 17 or under and provides families with a gro-

cery gift card - all to help celebrate the Christmas Season. Your gift of giving will be greatly appreciated.  

St. Joseph’s CWL—Our next meeting will be Monday November 22nd at 7pm. Please note that masks are manda-

tory and proof of vaccination is required. 

CWL memberships are now due for 2022. Membership dues are $25. They can be dropped off to either the mail-

box located outside of the office or put in the offertory box when attending Mass. Please mark “St. Joseph’s CWL’ 

clearly on the envelope. For any questions or concerns regarding memberships, please contact Neves Pereira at 

519-305-0525. 

We still have some Epicure fundraising kits available. Cost is $25. Please contact Gisella Bennett at 519-703-0055.  

Divine Mercy Group—Are you interested in diving deeper into the message of Divine Mercy?                                  

The Apostles of Divine Mercy Stratford will be offering a zoom study of the Diary of St. Faustina which records St. 

Faustina’s great experience of Divine Mercy in her soul, through a cenacle formation program. We will read 

through the diary, scripture and the Catechism of the Catholic Church answering and discussing the questions for 

that week. We pray the chaplet and novena to close the meeting. Zoom meetings will start November 10th at   

7:00 pm. For more information and for the zoom links,  please contact Howard Culligan at 519-272-5413 or Brenda 

Heisz at 226-921-4928. 

https://app.galabid.com/pphhope


Parish Office and Premises Updates 

The Parish Office is open by appointment.  Parish staff are working from the office and can be reached during reg-

ular office hours.  After hours, please leave your messages at  extension 0 with the time and date of your call and 

your phone number so we can serve you efficiently. 

The Parish Halls and Meeting Rooms are open to Parish Groups for meetings.  Those attending meetings must 

provide proof of double vaccination and photo ID to the Group Registrar before entering.  There is no entry with-

out presentation of the appropriate documentation.  Groups may call the office for Safety Plans and the other 

guidelines that must be followed.  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul continues to  operate the food bank and pro-

vide take-out only community meals from St. Joseph’s Parish hall.  Strict Covid protocols are in place.  Please con-

tinue to use the  secure drop box just to the right of the office door which will accept envelopes and packages.  

Thank you for your patience and cooperation during these challenging times. 
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AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 
 

Website: www.avonthamescatholic.dol.ca         Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 
 

Parish Family Office: 
96 Huron Street, Stratford  ON  N5A 5S6 

    Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Phone: 519-271-6722   Stratford              519-284-2593   St. Marys 
Staff are working from the office - Access by appointment only. 

All Covid protocols are being followed. 

DONATE 
During these difficult times your financial support is especially appreciated:  

Holy Name of Mary:     https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 

Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 

St. Joseph's:        https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 

To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message for her at extension 23.   

Diocesan News                                                                                                                                                                               

‘Come and See’ Discernment Weekend at the Seminary St. Peter's Seminary invites you to a discernment retreat 

for men age 17 years old and older that are considering a call to the priesthood from November 19 to November 

21. This in-person weekend at the Seminary offers a firsthand experience of the life of a seminarian, provides spir-

itual help for discernment and offers the opportunity to meet current seminarians and faculty. Please contact      

Fr. Danny Santos at vocations@dol.ca for more information, or go to www.dolpriest.ca/registration to register. 

Since this is an in-person event, proof of double vaccination status will be required.      

 

Learning about the Vision: What does it mean to be a disciple?                                                                                       

“Living the Vision: Mission-Oriented Action   

In your community: Witness by actively living your faith  

In your home: Do not be afraid to use the name of Jesus with family and friends  

In your heart: Be a follower of Jesus, get to know Him and learn from Him                                                                                    

       Diocese of London: Being a Mission-Oriented Church that Forms Disciples of Jesus    

https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/
https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/
https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/
mailto:vocations@dol.ca
http://www.dolpriest.ca/registration

