
Grow as a Disciple l pray, study, engage, serve  

Grow: “You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah 

               too small to be among the clans of Judah, 

               from you shall come forth for me 

               one who is to be ruler in Israel;” 

We do not have to go see the most recent superhero movie, or binge-watch a 

streaming TV series that celebrates the underdog to feel the elation that comes     

with overcoming evil. We need only to look at our own lives, and God’s plan of                                                     

salvation for us, to understand what it truly means to be triumphant. From tiny little Bethlehem – a town of no 

consequence – would arise the Savior of the world. He would be the One who came to do God’s will, and thus 

consecrated us to God through the offering of his own body as sacrifice, once for all. This is the One Mary carried in 

her womb and whom Elizabeth’s unborn child – we know to be John the Baptist – recognized. He is the child-most-

vulnerable who would become King of the Universe, “stand[ing] firm and shepherd[ing]  his flock by the strength of 

the Lord.” This is the God we serve: the One who became like us so that we may one day be like him. We shall soon 

celebrate the anniversary of his birth, while also waiting in joyful hope for his coming again. In this time of 

preparation, then, we pray for the grace to know the Lord more fully and to appreciate with gratitude the Savior he 

truly is.                                                                                                                                                                                               

Go evangelize l prayer, invitation, witness, accompaniment   

Go: As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, now is the time many of us will begin to gather – as families, friends, and 

faith communities. What an ideal opportunity to renew our relationships with one another and with Jesus, asking 

the Holy Spirit to help us recognize the presence of God in our lives and in others. Micah’s prophesy from today’s 

first reading endures: “His greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth; he shall be peace.”  Let us do our part to 

share the peace and joy o fChrist with those we encounter, witnessing to his saving grace in our lives, and offering 

others an opportunity to be a part of the greatest story, ever –  of God’s saving action.  

Invite/Pray: Invite visiting family members to your parish or faith community for a concert, worship or other Advent 

activity. If that’s not possible, pray the O Antiphons together at home. 
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We ask you to pray... 

Please pray for those who have died, especially Doug Fawcett.  
 
Please pray for those who are sick, especially Rohan Weerasinghe, Norma McIver, Alfred Heinbuck,  Hermina 
Reurink, Claire Nicholson and  Pauline Patterson . 
 

Please pray for vocations, especially this coming week for Deacon Daniel Lemire, (the late) Matthew George, 

Christa Mailloux (coordinator of Children’s Ministry), Deacon Joseph Manzara, Fr. Michael Ryan,                              

Fr. Steven Huber,  religious communities,  Bishop Fabbro, Auxiliary Bishop  Joseph Dabrowski, and Pope Francis.  



Sacraments 

Confession times: 
 
Saturdays:      11:00 am. —noon at St. Joseph’s church &  

                            4:00 pm. —4:30 pm. at Immaculate Conception church. 

Sundays:            9:00 am.—9:30 am.  at Holy Name of Mary church. 

(or by appointment by calling the office and speaking with one of the priests.)  

 
Baptisms - Baptisms are celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:00 pm. with the preparation class held the 
Tuesday evening before at 7:40 pm. Please call the office and register your child,  or email Elizabeth at 
emanto@dol.ca or Mary at mchisholm@dol.ca 
 
First Reconciliation  Preparation begins January, 2022.  
 
First Holy Communions  - Completed for 2021  
 
Confirmation  - Preparation begins January, 2022. 
 
Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to speak with one of 
the priests.   

 
Mass Schedule and Intentions for the week of December 20—24 

Tuesday -  7:00 pm. at St. Joseph’s Church                                                                                                                                  
1. Bruno Zanin & Stella Baron                                                                                                                 Maria Zanin & family 

2. Sergio & Antonietta Rizzo                                                                                                                                    Their family 

3. Phyllis Mathieson                                                                                                                                The Mathieson family 

 

Wednesday - 8:00 am. at Immaculate Conception Church 
1.    Assuntina Colangelo                                                                                                                                Filomena Molinaro 

2.    Arnold Van den Boomen                                                                                                                        Jeff & Mary Merkel 

3.    Rosa Maria Costanzo & Carmine Costanzo                                                                                             Mirella Costanzo 

 

Thursday - 10:00 am. at Holy Name of Mary Church                                                                                                              

1. Keith & Fran Culliton                                                                                                                                               Their family  

2. Albert Herman                                                                                                                                                    Nancy Herman  

3. John Bancroft                                                                                                                                        Ken & Mary Chisholm 
 
 
Friday - 8:00 am. at St. Joseph’s Church  

1. Muriel Gleason                                                                                                                               Brad Douglas & Jong Zhou 

2. Ellen Hopper                                                                                                                                                       Audrey Murray  

3. Eugene Shantz                                                                                                                                    Chris & Donna Campbell 
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Parish Groups 

 

Knights of Columbus: 50/50 Raffle 

The final draw for 2021 will be on December 31, 2021. The raffle continues quarterly into 2022. Tickets can be pur-

chased using the same URL or QR code as before. It will not change 

 

Mission News — a note from Jim and Marg Brickman:  

We are thrilled to report that our online silent auction for the ongoing work of Project Precious Haiti was a huge 

success. We were able to raise $4,874. We continue to be humbled by the amazing generosity of so many wonder-

ful people. We, along with the Haitian people, are so truly grateful for the ongoing support in helping to keep the 

much needed HOPE alive in Haiti. We are also selling RheoThompson’s mint smoothie bars for $3.00. These bars 

make great stocking stuffers for Christmas or a nice treat for yourself. If you would like to purchase any, you may 

call us at 519-273-1838 or send us an email at projectprecioushaiti@gmail.com  

 

The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul: We continue to take donations for  The Giving Tree Program.  Please take 

one or more of these tags, purchase the gift card(s), and return to the offertory collection boxes. Parishioners that 

are unable to access the Giving Tree and would still like to participate, please drop any denomination of gift card(s) 

from Walmart, No Frills, and/or Food Basics in a clearly marked envelope into the locked secure box on the right 

outside the Parish Office. 

This program enables parents to purchase a gift for their child aged 17 or under and provides families with a  

grocery gift card - all to help celebrate the Christmas Season. We sincerely appreciate all of the support from our 

Parishes.   

 

St. Joseph’s CWL:  If anyone is interested in sending Christmas greetings to our brothers and sisters in the armed 
forces, you can mail a card to:  
Canadian Forces Member 
P.O. Box 5140 Station Forces,  
Belleville, ON K8N 5W6    
We would like to say thank you to the Secret Santa  

for our Christmas gift. It is beautiful.  

On behalf of all 3 Catholic Women’s Leagues;  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to our Avon-Thames Catholic Family!  
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Christmas & New Year’s Office Hours 

 Closing at Noon on Friday, December 24th 

 Re-opening at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, December 30th 

 Closing at Noon on Friday, December 31st 

 Re-opening at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, January 5th  



Christmas Flower Memorials    Last call for donations! You are still welcome to participate in our tradition of mak-

ing a donation toward the purchase of flowers in memory of their deceased loved ones. As a special way to hon-

our your deceased family and friends, these flowers will decorate all 3 of our churches during the entire Christmas 

season.   Please complete the form below and drop it in the collection basket at one of the churches or to the lock 

box outside the office door at St. Joseph’s by Wednesday, December 22nd. You may also leave the name of your 

deceased love one(s) by calling the office or emailing Mary at mchisholm@dol.ca or Elizabeth at emanto@dol.ca 

and etransfer the Parish as follows:   

St. Joseph: stjosephstrat@dol.ca  Immaculate Conception: immaculatec@dol.ca                                                        

Holy Name of Mary: hnmstmarys@dol.ca         **please put ‘Christmas Flowers’ in the message line.   

We will display the names of our deceased loved in sanctuary by the flowers.  

—————————————————————————————————————              

(Please print clearly—thank you) 

Name:_____________________________________________________                                                                        

Telephone Number: ______________________     Envelope Number: ________ 

In Memory of:_______________________________________________________________ 

Donation: $___________  Parish:________________________________________________ 

AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 

Website: www.avonthamescatholic.dol.ca 

Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 

Parish Family Office: 

96 Huron Street, Stratford  ON  N5A 5S6 

Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Phone:  

519-271-6722 - Stratford  or 519-284-2593 - St. Marys 

Staff are working from the office. 

Access is by appointment only. 

DONATE 
 

During these difficult times  

your financial support is appreciated: 

Holy Name of Mary:             https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 

Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 

St. Joseph's:                            https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 

To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message  

at Extension 23.   

Diocesan News  
 
Praying for the Vision: Reflect on this verse: 

 
“Then Mary said,  

“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”  
Luke 1:38 

 
 

Diocese of London: Being a Mission-Oriented Church that Forms Disciples of Jesus  
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