
Grow as a Disciple l pray, study, engage, serve  

Grow: Some of my fondest childhood memories are of my dad leading my three sisters and me 

in song as we made the hour-long drive to visit my grandparents every other weekend. 

Granted, On Top of Spaghetti and Hey, Good Looking don’t qualify as “singing psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs,” as Paul advised the Colossians, but I do think they reveal that my dad 

took to heart Paul’s advice about family and faith. Paul writes that in putting on holiness, 

kindness, gentleness, and forgiving one another, we “put on love, that is, the bond of 

perfection.” Whatever we do, in word or deed, we ought to do in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Fathers, mothers, and children are to love one another, seeking and choosing the good for one 

another, and helping each other along life’s journey – whether for an hour in the car, a three-day hike, or a lifetime 

in every situation. On this feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, we honor their perfect holiness and 

love, and pray that God may continue to perfect us in holiness and love within our own families, that we may bear 

good fruit for the Kingdom. 

Go: Three Days? Mary and Joseph couldn’t find Jesus for three days! Any parent who has had a child missing for a 

few seconds understands the anxiety Mary and Joseph experienced in three long days of searching for Jesus. In the 

end, though, all is well –  they find him, and the peace of Christ casts out their fears. It is a remarkable scene: Jesus’ 

parents are astonished to see him teaching in the temple, and Jesus is curious as to why they were looking for him – 

did they not know where he would be? This event marks a sort of milestone in their lives together, as Jesus has 

hinted at his future public ministry, and his parents have experienced that first bit of soul-piercing that Mary will 

later fully undergo. For each of them, love is what directed their actions. Joseph and Mary put aside everything to 

search for their son; Jesus put aside everything to serve his Father; and they joined together in humble obedience to 

God’s will for them. The Holy Family models a way of living for us to imitate, and to witness to others in that 

imitation.  

 Serve/Study: Perhaps you have some down time in this coming week between Christmas and New Year’s. As a 

family, choose an activity that allows you to think outside yourselves and serve others. Donate to the food pantry or 

visit an elderly relative who is homebound. Or make a plan to read the Scripture for each day of the upcoming 

week; have each person choose a favorite verse to memorize each day. You may be surprised how often these 

verses enter your mind throughout the week.  
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We ask you to pray... 

Please pray for those who have died, especially Margaret Dosman, Mike O’Hearn and Jim Robinson.   
 
Please pray for those are sick, especially Rohan Weerasinghe, Norma McIver, Alfred Heinbuck,                                 
Hermina Reurink, Claire Nicholson and  Pauline Patterson. 
 

Please pray for vocations, especially this coming week for Fr. Seejo John, Julie de Gouw (Pastoral Minister),            

Fr. Sam Johnston, Deacon Tim Raaymakers, Fr. James Roche, Institute of Secular Missionaries,                                   

the Sisters of Service.                                                                                                                                                             

For the week of December 26th—Deacon Rudy Pflanzner, Fr. Mitchell Kaminski, Fr. Frank Leslie,                       

Deacon Gaston Mabaya, Deacon Gary Flewelling, Fr. Lawrence Pare, Fr. Michael O ’Brien.  

And ,as always, for religious communities,  Bishop Fabbro, Auxiliary Bishop  Joseph Dabrowski, and Pope Francis.  



 
Mass Schedule and Intentions for the week of December 27th—31st 

Tuesday -  7:00 pm. at St. Joseph’s Church                                                                                                                                  
1. In thanksgiving for 50 years of marriage                                                                                                          Zita Pereira 

2. Phyllis Mathieson                                                                                                                                                   Laurie Ash 

3. Leona McCarthy                                                                                                                                Ron & Theresa Murray 

 

Wednesday - 8:00 am. at Immaculate Conception Church 
1.    Don McGraw                                                                                                                                                    Lorraine Hertel 

2.    Jean Whaling                                                                                                                                                          Pat Brewer 

3.    Ron McCormick                                                                                                                               Terry & Cathy Robinson 

 

Thursday - 10:00 am. at Holy Name of Mary Church                                                                                                              

1.    Mario Joseph Coletti                                                                        Ontario Elementary Catholic Teachers Association  

2.    Mason Welsh                                                                                                                                         Anne & Read Paxton  

3.    Pat Schiebel                                                                                                                                           Marg & Jim Brickman 
 
 
Friday - 8:00 am. at St. Joseph’s Church                                                                                                                                    

1.    Sr. Helena Moss                                                                                                                                         Joe Moss & family 

2.    Ellen Hopper                                                                                                                                                      Tess Rousseau  

3.    Jean Whaling                                                                                                   Huron Perth Catholic District School Board 

Mass Schedule and Intentions for the week of January 3—8 

Tuesday -  7:00 pm. at St. Joseph’s Church                                                                                                                                  
1. Regena Whaling                                                                                                                                           St. Joseph’s CWL 

2. The intentions of Mary Nyenhuis on the occasion of her 90th birthday                                                  Nelda Dwyer 

3. Christina O’Shea                                                                                                                                                      John Fuhry 

 

Wednesday - 8:00 am. at Immaculate Conception Church 
1.    Keith & Fran Culliton                                                                                                                                            Their family 

2.    Don McGraw                                                                                                                                                              His family 

3.    Bill Merkel (anniversary)                                                                                                                                         His family 

 

Thursday - 10:00 am. at Holy Name of Mary Church                                                                                                              

1.    Hildegard Grobbecker                                                                           Knights of Columbus Council 1431, 3rd Degree  

2.    Nellie Wouters                                                                                                                                                   Nick Wouters  

3.    The intentions of Pauline Patterson                                                   Knights of Columbus Council 1431, 3rd Degree 
 
 
Friday - 8:00 am. at St. Joseph’s Church                                                                                                                                    

1.    The intentions of those who use the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul food bank 

2.    Keith Nicholson                                                                                                                                                         His family  

3.    Phyllis Mathieson                                                                                                                               Ken & Mary Chisholm 
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Parish Groups 

 

Knights of Columbus: 50/50 Raffle—                                                                                                                                            

The final draw for 2021 will be on December 31, 2021. The raffle continues quarterly into 2022. Tickets can be   

purchased using the same URL or QR code as before. It will not change. Posters are at all three churches.                       

https://ontariokofcraffle.5050central.com/?olc=1431 

 

St. Joseph’s CWL  —                                                                                                                                                                          

The installation of our  2022/2024 executive will be January 9th at the 11:30 am. Mass.                                       

On behalf of all 3 Catholic Women’s Leagues—  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year                                                          

to our Avon-Thames Catholic Family!                                                                                             

 

**Parish office hours over the holiday season are as follows:      

Closed December 24th at noon and reopening  Thursday, December 30th at 8:30 am.                                             

Closed Friday, December 31st at noon and reopening Wednesday, January 5th             

at 8:30 am.  

Sacraments 

Confession times: 
 
Saturdays:      11:00 am. —noon at St. Joseph’s church &  

                            4:00 pm. —4:30 pm. at Immaculate Conception church.                                                                                   

**These times are not available on Christmas or New Year’s Day.   

Sundays:            9:00 am.—9:30 am.  at Holy Name of Mary church. 

(or by appointment by calling the office and speaking with one of the priests) 

 
Baptisms - Baptisms are celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:00 pm. with the preparation class held the 
Tuesday evening before at 7:40 pm. Please call the office and register your child,  or email Elizabeth at 
emanto@dol.ca or Mary at mchisholm@dol.ca 
 
First Reconciliation  Preparation begins January, 2022.  
 
First Holy Communions  - Completed for 2021  
 
Confirmation  - Preparation begins January, 2022. 
 
Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to speak with one of 
the priests.   
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AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 

Website: www.avonthamescatholic.dol.ca          

Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 

Parish Family Office: 

96 Huron Street, Stratford  ON  N5A 5S6 

Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Phone: 519-271-6722   Stratford  or                                       

519-284-2593   St. Marys 

Staff are working from the office - Access by appointment  

DONATE 
 

During these difficult times  

                        your financial support is appreciated:  

Holy Name of Mary:             https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 

Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 

St. Joseph's:                            https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 

To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message  

at Extension 23.   
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                                         Development and Peace Update 

December 25/26, 2021 

Let us pray for social and environmental justice  

This year, in the face of continuing environmental destruction, Development and Peace’s Peo-

ple and Planet First campaign is seeking to ensure that Canada and Canadian corporations are 

not complicit in any violations of the rights of the people and the planet while operating 

abroad. 

To learn more about the campaign and to pray and act for the preservation of Creation, visit 

Development and Peace’s new website for more: https://devp.org/en https 

January 1-2, 2022 

Together, let’s act for the planet and its defenders! 

Development and Peace’s annual People and Planet First campaign is inspired by the words of Pope Francis, who 

says that “a true ecological approach always becomes a social approach; it must integrate questions of justice in 

debates on the environment, so as to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor” (Laudato Si’, 49). 

These cries are too often silenced by powerful companies that plunder resources in countries of the Global South, 

without regard for people’s fundamental human and environmental rights. Many such companies are Canadian. 

Act to end their impunity now! Sign the petition asking the federal government to enact laws that will compel 

Canadian companies to conduct due diligence across their overseas operations and that will give the victims of 

their abuses access to justice in Canadian courts. Visit https://devp.org/en 

A Prayer for the New Year 

Blessed are you, Lord God, maker and ruler of the universe.                                   

You have brought us to the beginning of another new year in your service.                

Remember your love for us in Jesus Christ,                                                                 

and help us to live for your honour and glory and for the salvation of all.                   

Blessed are you, Lord God, now and forever.                        

Amen. 

https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/
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https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/
https://devp.org/en
https://www.devp.org/en/campaign/people-planet-first/take-action/
https://devp.org/en

