
Grow as a Disciple l pray, study, engage, serve  

Grow: We put off all kinds of things for all kinds of reasons. I’ll take that trip with my family once my schedule clears 

up. Someday I’ll read that book collecting dust on my shelf. I’ll volunteer at church once I get my own act together. 

Today’s readings remind us that God will take us as we are: We need only say “yes.” In each of the readings, the 

protagonists – Isaiah, Paul, and Peter – initially resist God’s call, fearing their sinfulness disqualifies them. We may 

feel that way, too. However, in each case, God forgives their sins and gives them the grace to say, like Isaiah, “Here I 

am. Send me!” Their assent can be a challenge to those of us who hold back from becoming more involved in our 

parish or sharing our faith with others, fearing we aren’t good enough or aren’t an expert in theology. Jesus reminds 

us that it is ultimately not about us, but him. We don’t have to be perfect, just willing to push past our fears and trust 

him to make disciples of us. 

Go Evangelize l Prayer, invitation, witness, accompaniment 

Go: In today’s readings, we hear descriptions of Isaiah’s lips touched by a burning ember, Paul being transformed 

from persecutor to preacher, and the fishermen dropping their nets to follow Jesus. In each case, that turning point 

led to a life of witness. We may not have such a dramatic story to share, but most of us can look back and see turning 

points: That influential teacher, the aunt who saw the best in us, a priest, sister, or retreat leader who spoke to our 

hearts. Today’s readings can encourage us to be that person for others – the one who shows them the love of Christ 

and what a difference it can make. Buoyed by God’s grace, we can share the Good News with others and accompany 

one another as we seek to follow Jesus in our day-to-day lives. 

Act: Carve out time to do something spiritual you’ve been putting off – whether it’s a retreat, morning prayer, or 

perhaps volunteering in a parish ministry or other organization 
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We ask you to pray... 

Please pray for those who have died, especially Tony Danen. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful  

departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace.     

 

Please pray for those are sick, especially Raven Petrie, Claire Nicholson and  Pauline Patterson.  

 

This list will be cleared bi-monthly. If you wish to remain on the list please call Mary at the office.                            

(519-271-6722 ext. 24) 

 

Please pray for vocations, especially this coming week for Deacon Henry Tomaszewski,                                          

Deacon Ronald Vermette, Rita Butler (coordinator of Youth Ministry), Leonia Downie (Pastoral Minister),            

Fr. Gerald Craig, Fr. Arthur Hathaway, Christine Toffolon (Pastoral Minister),  for religious communities,           

Bishop Fabbro, Auxiliary Bishop  Joseph Dabrowski, and for Pope Francis.  



 

Mass Schedule and Intentions for the week of February 6—12 

Tuesday -  7:00 pm. at St. Joseph’s Church                                                                                                                                  
1. The intentions of the Neil Devereaux family                                                                    The Apostles of Divine Mercy 

2. Arturo Mesa & Pauline Rojas                                                                                                        The Garces Mesa family 

3. Sylwester Checinski                                                                                                     Anna & Andrew Checinski & family 

 

Wednesday - 8:00 am. at Immaculate Conception Church 
1.    Don McGraw                                                                                                                                                              His family 

2.    The intentions of Jim Whaling                                                                                                                        Frank Whaling 

3.    Angelina Vacca                                                                                                                                                           Elia Forte 

 
Thursday - 10:00 am. at Holy Name of Mary Church  

1.    Wilma Healy                                                                                                                                                             Her family 

2.    Mario & Yvonne Coletti                                                                                                                             Michelle Vallance  

3.    Marj Vere                                                                                                                                              Ken & Mary Chisholm 
 
 
Friday - 8:00 am. at St. Joseph’s Church  - World Day of the Sick                                                                                                                                  

1.    Mariamma Joshua                                                                                                                                    The Powath family 

2.    Jack Wilkins                                                                                                                                        Patti & Randy Rothwell 

3.    Birgitta Bokkers (anniversary)                                                                                                                            Ron Bokkers 

 

Sacraments 

Confession times: 
 
Saturdays:      11:00 am. —noon at St. Joseph’s church &  

                            4:00 pm. —4:30 pm. at Immaculate Conception church.                                                                                     

Sundays:            9:00 am.—9:30 am.  at Holy Name of Mary church. 

(or by appointment by calling the office and speaking with one of the priests) 

 
Baptisms - Baptisms are celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 12:00 pm. (Holy Name) or 1:00 pm. (rotating 
between St. Joseph’s and Immaculate Conception) with the preparation class held the Tuesday evening before at 
7:40 pm. Please call the office and register your child,  or email Elizabeth at emanto@dol.ca or Mary at 
mchisholm@dol.ca 
 
First Reconciliation  Preparation will begin this month. Please stay tuned for more information.   
 
First Holy Communions  - Preparation will begin in Spring, 2022.   
 
Confirmation  - Registration is  closed and we now prepare for our virtual large and small group gatherings.   These 
sessions will begin next week. If you don’t have your workbook, please contact Mary at mchisholm@dol.ca 
Please pray for our candidates, our seminarian James as he guides the group, as well as our small group leaders.  
 
Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to speak with one of 
the priests.   
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Parish and Parish Supported Groups  

 

Date Night with FFI (Family Foundations Institute) —  

Take the time and invest in your relationship with "Date Night with FFI".     

On Friday, February 11, 2022 join Ken & Janelle Yasinski for their live talk and Q & A 

on Three Simple Words.  "Please", "Thanks", and "Sorry" can build up relationships and 

create peace and joy in the home.  This is a virtual presentation.  Make a pre-valentine's 

date of it!  8:00 pm—9:30 pm.  $10 to register.   

Visit Date Night with FFI February 2022 - FFI - Family Catechism (famfi.ca) to register.  

 

Immaculate Conception CWL— 

Raffle tickets are now available! These tickets are our only means of fund raising this 

year and all proceeds will go to our church. Tickets are available from Marlene Currah 

519-2710953,  Barb Mitchell 519-271-6595 and Sharon Twamley 519-273-1995.         

The draw date is March 14th. Our next meeting is Monday, February 14th at 7:00 pm.  - 

Valentines Day! Please wear red. If you membership is not paid, please bring it along.  

 

**new! Bible Study……Believe!  

Meeting Jesus in the Scriptures, by Rich Cleveland founder of Emmaus Journey Bible Catholic Evangelization and 

Discipleship Ministry. 

“When people meet the real Jesus in Scripture, lives change, hearts heal, and the grace and power of our baptism 

is unleashed to make us ambassadors for Christ.”(2 Cor.5:20) 

This six session study lead by Marg and Jim Brickman, focuses on episodes when Jesus changed people’s lives.    

This study will lead people to become more committed to living their lives in and for Jesus. We will journey online 

together during Lent using Zoom. Sessions will be at 1:30 pm. beginning Wednesday, March 2nd and ending 

Wednesday, April 6th. There is a book that will be provided for a cost of $20.  

For more information and to sign up, please email us at thankful54@hotmail.com or call 519-273-1838.  
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https://famfi.ca/events/date-night-with-ffi-february-2022/


DONATE 
During these difficult times, your financial support is                 
appreciated:  
 
Holy Name of Mary:             https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 
Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 

St. Joseph's:                            https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 

To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message  

at Extension 23.   
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AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 

Website: www.avonthamescatholic.dol.ca          

Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 

Parish Family Office: 

96 Huron Street, Stratford  ON  N5A 5S6 

Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Phone: 519-271-6722   Stratford  or                                       

519-284-2593   St. Marys 

Staff are currently working from home.   

                                              What is a `Feast` in the Liturgical Calendar 

A feast is a day of special significance on the Roman Catholic Church calendar. Precisely, a feast 

does not rank as high as a solemnity, but it does rank above a memorial. In everyday speech, we 

use the word to cover almost any special day, such as “the feast of St. Valentine” or “the feast 

of St. Patrick.” However, the official calendar does not include these in its special category of “feasts.” 

Feasts include some special events in the lives of Jesus and Mary (Birth of Mary, Visitation, 

Holy Innocents, Presentation, Baptism of the Lord, and Transfiguration); days associated with apostles, 

evangelists, and archangels; and days of historical significance honoring the deacon and martyr 

Lawrence, the dedication of the cathedral church of Rome (John Lateran), and the first display of the 

relics of the Cross (Exaltation of the Holy Cross).In the United States, the celebration of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe is observed as a feast. Locally, feasts are observed for the principal 

patron of the diocese, the anniversary of the cathedral’s dedication, the patron of a region or 

wider territory, and other days proper to an individual Church or religious order. So, for example, 

if your cathedral is named for St. Patrick, March 17 is observed as a solemnity there and as a feast in 

the parish churches of the diocese. But it is an optional memorial in other dioceses. 

Mass on a feast day includes the Glory to God and special readings from the lectionary. When 

certain feasts fall on a Sunday (Presentation, Baptism of the Lord, Transfiguration, John Lateran, and 

Exaltation of the Cross), they replace the Sunday liturgy. Otherwise, feasts are never anticipated at 

Mass the night before. 
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