
Grow as a Disciple l pray, study, engage, serve  

Grow: Luke’s account of the Beatitudes pulls no punches. Blessed are you … who are poor, hungry, weeping, when 

people hate you. These admonitions bear little resemblance to the pursuit of happiness as most of us know it: 

Striving for wealth (or at least stability), enjoying a good meal, sharing a laugh with friends, and being well-liked. 

These are things of this world, and Jesus tells us that pursuing them alone will not make us truly happy. I don’t think 

that means we need to wear sackcloth and ashes, or refuse to enjoy the great gifts with which God has endowed his 

Creation. However, Jesus’ words remind us that we won’t find lasting happiness even in the finest meal or the most 

lavish vacation, but rather in placing our lives in God’s hands. For the desire for happiness “is of divine origin: God has 

placed it in the human heart in order to draw us to the One who alone can fulfill it.” (CCC 1718)   

Go Evangelize l Prayer, invitation, witness, accompaniment 

Go: It’s a little ironic that I am writing a reflection entitled “GROW and GO.” Few plants have survived my black 

thumb. That’s why I love the image of the tree in the reading from Jeremiah. One who trusts in the Lord “is like a tree 

planted beside the waters that stretches out its roots to the stream; it fears not the heat when it comes; its leaves 

stay green; in the year of drought it shows no distress, but still bears fruit.” These words from Jeremiah are a 

prophecy of hope, and hope allows us to  accompany one another through the hills and valleys (and occasional dead 

plants) of our lives. We can become a source of hope to others by praying for and with one another and encouraging 

them on their own journeys of faith. In doing so, we help one another tap into the ultimate source of hope – the God 

who loves us.  

Study: Read the Beatitudes and the Sermon on the Mount and reflect on how Jesus’ teachings draw us ever more to 

himself and highlight our baptismal vocation: holiness. What one thing can you bring to prayer and the sacrament of 

reconciliation this week to purify your heart?   
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We ask you to pray... 

Please pray for those who have died, especially Anton Kolosko, Catherine Flanagan and Raymond Hartman. May 

their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace.     

 

Please pray for those are sick, especially Aphra Hughes, Karan Boulton, Raven Petrie, Claire Nicholson and   

Pauline Patterson.  

This list will be cleared bi-monthly. If you wish to remain on the list please call Mary at the office.                            

(519-271-6722 ext. 24) 

 

Please pray for vocations, especially this coming week for Fr. Glen Ball, Deacon Anthony Rebkowec,                       

Fr. Philip Joseph, Fr. Clare Coleman, Mike Travo (Asst. Coordinator for Family & Life), Deacon Jose Viveiras,               

Fr. Ross Bartley,  for religious communities, Bishop Fabbro, Auxiliary Bishop  Joseph Dabrowski,                                  

and for Pope Francis. 



 
Mass Schedule and Intentions for the week of February 14—19                                                                                             

Tuesday -  7:00 pm. at St. Joseph’s Church                                                                                                                                  

1. Regina Whaling                                                                                                                          Margaret & John Bettridge 

2. John & Elsie Conroy                                                                                                                                           Janet Conroy 

3. Deceased members of the Ducharme & Marcy families 

 

Wednesday - 8:00 am. at Immaculate Conception Church 
1.    Assuntina Colangelo                                                                                                                                Filomena Molinaro 

2.    Raymonde Abboud                                                                                                                        Donna & Chris Campbell 

3.    Intentions of Mary Lou Primeau                                                                                                                     Patti Rothwell 

 
Thursday - 10:00 am. at Holy Name of Mary Church  

1.    Nellie Wouters                                                                                                                                                   Nick Wouters 

2.    Thea Van Dam                                                                                                                                                   Frank Whaling  

3.    Intentions of Jim Whaling                                                                                                                               Frank Whaling 
 
 
Friday - 8:00 am. at St. Joseph’s Church                                                                                                                                     

1.    Sergio & Antonietta Rizzo                                                                                                                                   Their family 

2.    Mike Musselman                                                                                                          Knights of Columbus, Council 1431 

3.    Eduardo Giacomoni                                                                                                                       Marco, Eva & Lisa Eusebi 

Sacraments 

Confession times: 

Saturdays:      11:00 am. —noon at St. Joseph’s church &  4:00 pm. —4:30 pm. at Immaculate Conception church.                 

Sundays:            9:00 am.—9:30 am.  at Holy Name of Mary church. 

(or by appointment by calling the office and speaking with one of the priests) 

 

Baptisms - Celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 12:00 pm. (Holy Name) or 1:00 pm. (rotating between St. 

Joseph’s and Immaculate Conception) with the preparation class held the Tuesday evening before at 7:40 pm. Please 

call the office and register your child,  or email Elizabeth at emanto@dol.ca or Mary at mchisholm@dol.ca 

 

First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion—Virtual parent/guardian information meetings will be held on 

Wednesday, February 23rd and Thursday, February 24th @ 6:30 pm. Initial communication has been made to all 

Catholic elementary schools within our Family of Parishes. Parent Letters and Registration forms will be sent out next 

week. Please contact Mary Chisholm at mchisholm@dol.ca if your child is public or home schooled.  

 

Confirmation  - All candidates are now participating in our virtual small groups using the program Decision Point by 

Matthew Kelly. Please pray for our candidates, our seminarian James as he guides the group, and our small group 

leaders.  

 

Weddings—should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to speak with one of the 

priests.   
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Parish and Parish Supported Groups  

 

St. Joseph’s CWL — The installation of the 2022/2024 executive will take place on Tuesday,  March 15th at                

7:00 pm. Our next executive meeting will be held on February 28th at 6:15 pm. in the Parish hall with the general 

meeting held immediately following at 7:00 pm. All COVID protocols will be in effect. Proof of vaccination will be 

required. QR code will only be accepted.  

We have just a few  Epicure kits left to sell to meet our fundraising goal. Thank you to all who have purchased a 

kit.  Please  contact Gisella at 519-703-0055 for  more information.  

 

 

Immaculate Conception CWL— 

Raffle tickets are now available! These tickets are our only means of fund raising this 

year and all proceeds will go to our church. Tickets are available from Marlene Currah 

519-2710953,  Barb Mitchell 519-271-6595 and Sharon Twamley 519-273-1995.         

The draw date is March 14th. Our next meeting is Monday, February 14th at 7:00 pm.  

- Valentines Day! Please wear red. If you membership is not paid, please bring it along.  

 

**new! Bible Study……Believe!  

Meeting Jesus in the Scriptures, by Rich Cleveland founder of Emmaus Journey Bible Catholic Evangelization and 

Discipleship Ministry. 

“When people meet the real Jesus in Scripture, lives change, hearts heal, and the grace and power of our baptism 

is unleashed to make us ambassadors for Christ.”(2 Cor.5:20) 

This six session study lead by Marg and Jim Brickman, focuses on episodes when Jesus changed people’s lives.    

This study will lead people to become more committed to living their lives in and for Jesus. We will journey online 

together during Lent using Zoom. Sessions will be at 1:30 pm. beginning Wednesday, March 2nd and ending 

Wednesday, April 6th. There is a book that will be provided for a cost of $20.  

For more information and to sign up, please email us at thankful54@hotmail.com or call 519-273-1838.  
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DONATE 
During these difficult times, your financial support is                 
appreciated:  
 
Holy Name of Mary:             https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 
Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 

St. Joseph's:                            https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 

To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message  

at Extension 23.   
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AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 

Website: www.avonthamescatholic.dol.ca          

Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 

Parish Family Office: 

96 Huron Street, Stratford  ON  N5A 5S6 

Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Phone: 519-271-6722   Stratford  or                                       

519-284-2593   St. Marys 

Staff are currently working from home.   

                                              What is a `Memorial` in the Liturgical Calendar 

Last week, we learned what is meant by a Feast in the Liturgical calendar. This week, we focus on Memorials! 

A memorial is a day of celebration on the Church calendar. It ranks below solemnities and feasts. Some memori-

als are so minor that they are optional. The others are obligatory. 

Memorials include the observance of saints’ days in honor of Thomas Aquinas (January 28), Catherine of Siena 

(April 29), Justin (June 1), Anthony of Padua (June 13), Benedict (July 11), Mary Magdalene (July 22), Dominic 

(August 8), Clare (August 11), Maximilian Kolbe (August 14), Monica (August 27), Augustine (August 28), Gregory 

the Great (September 3), Jerome (September 30), Thérèse of Lisieux (October 1), Guardian Angels (October 

2),Francis of Assisi (October 4), Our Lady of the Rosary (October 7), Martin of Tours (November 11), Cecilia 

(November 22), and Lucy (December 13). There are many more. 

If a memorial falls on a day of higher rank—a Sunday, for example—it is not observed at the liturgy that year. 

Falling on a weekday, however, an obligatory memorial will always be observed. Optional memorials (such as 

Hedwig on October 16 or John of Kanty on December 23) may be celebrated or ignored. 

On a memorial day, the readings at Mass are generally those of the usual weekday. Optional readings are sup-

plied in the lectionary for each memorial, but these are not required. In some cases, when the saint of the day is 

mentioned in the New Testament, the reading for the memorial is obligatory. This happens, for example, with 

Mary Magdalene. The Collect will always be proper to the memorial. The Prayer over the Offerings, the Preface, 

and the Prayer after Communion may also pertain to the memorial. The priest vests in a color associated with 

the saint of the day,   whether white or red.  
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