
Grow as a Disciple l pray, study, engage, serve  

Grow: If you are anything like me, you may still be deciding what to give up or do for Lent even though we’re already 
five days in. I know … “Stop procrastinating!” Today’s readings can help us enter more deeply into this season of 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. They are a reminder that Lent isn’t primarily about us, as if it were a self-
improvement project, but about taking the opportunity to go deeper into our relationship with God. Prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving are ways of reducing distractions in our life and focusing on God’s mercy, his sacrifice for us, and his 
generosity and love. I am one who likes to control things and make plans, so the readings challenge me to look 
beyond myself, beginning with prayer, and ask the Lord to help me grow in faith. Paul writes, “everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved.” Jesus exemplifies this dependence on God, allowing himself to be led to the 
desert by the Spirit. Each time the devil tempts him, he responds and in turn shows us how to respond: by turning to 
God and God’s words, the source of our strength. As we choose how to observe the next 35 days, we are reminded 
to ask God to help us find those things that help draw us closer to him.  

Go evangelize l prayer, invitation, witness, accompaniment  

Go: What comes to mind when you picture a desert? I imagine sand, heat, thirst. It’s more challenging to examine 

the landscape of my personal desert – barren places of prayer or too much focus on the details of everyday life. Lent, 

however, presents a rich opportunity to pause and reprioritize our lives based on Jesus’ words in today’s Gospel: 

“You shall worship the Lord, your God, and him alone shall you serve.” Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving can help us do 

that, reminding us of our dependence on God and helping us shift our focus from ourselves to God and others. How 

we observe and experience Lent will differ for each of us. Whatever our personal desert looks like, we can rest 

assured that God will help us find our way back to him. 

Accompaniment: Find an accountability partner for Lent who can help you stay the course these next 40 days. 

Perhaps you can pray together each day, or simply send a text sharing how God is working in and through you in this 

penitential season.  

**For Wednesday, March 9th the office will be closed for a staff retreat day.  
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We ask you to pray... 

Please pray for those who have died, especially Vince Tiano, Fr. Greg Blonde. May their souls and the souls of 

all the faithful departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace.     

 

Please pray for those are sick, especially Aphra Hughes, Karan Boulton, Raven Petrie, Claire Nicholson and   

Pauline Patterson.  

This list will be cleared bi-monthly. If you wish to remain on the list please call Mary at the office.                            

(519-271-6722 ext. 24) 

 

Please pray for vocations, especially this coming week for Fr. Phil Guimaraes, Fr. Chris Gillespie,                          

Fr. Frederick Howard-Smith, Deacon Andre Dedecker, Betty Hompoth (Pastoral Minister), Deacon Victor Salazar, 

Fr. Gerard Bedard, for religious communities, Bishop Fabbro, Auxiliary Bishop  Joseph Dabrowski,                        

and for Pope Francis. 



 Mass Schedule and Intentions for the week of March 7—12 

Tuesday -  7:00 pm. at St. Joseph’s Church                                                                                                                      

1. The intentions of Katey Chisholm                                                                                                    Ken & Mary Chisholm 

2. Rita Stagg                                                                                                                                                 Her circle of friends 

3. Jim Kelly                                                                                                   Knights of Columbus, Council 1431, 3rd Degree 

 

Wednesday -  8:00 am. at Immaculate Conception Church  
 
1.    Special Intention of a Parishioner                                                                                                                 

2.    Donald Carter                                                                                                                            Pamela & Denis Desmeules  

3. Harry De Wys                                                                                                                                       Corry & Carla De Wys 

 
Thursday - 10:00 am. at Holy Name of Mary Church  

1.   The intentions of Jim Whaling                                                                                                                       Frank Whaling 

2.    Mario & Yvonne Coletti                                                                                                                             Michelle Vallance  

3. Nellie Wouters                                                                                                                               Steve & Mary Horenberg 
 
 
Friday - 8:00 am. at St. Joseph’s Church (Abstinence)                                                                                                                                    

1.    For the intentions of Eden Wilkins                                                                                                Patti & Randy Rothwell  

2.    Giovanni Del Chiaro                                                                                                                                      Oliva Del Chiaro 

3.    Bill Vanos                                                                                                                                                      Bernie Van Herk 
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Sacraments                                                                                                                                                                                          

Confession times:  you are also welcome to call the office and speak with one of the priests.                                                                                                                                                                             

Saturdays:      11:00 am. —noon at St. Joseph’s 4:00 pm. —4:30 pm. at Immaculate Conception                                      

Sundays:   9:00 am.—9:30 am.  at Holy Name of Mary.                                                                                                              

Baptisms  Celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 12:00 pm. (Holy Name) or 1:00 pm. (rotating between St. 

Joseph’s and Immaculate Conception) with the preparation class held the Tuesday evening before at 7:40 pm. 

Please call the office and register your child, or email Elizabeth at emanto@dol.ca or Mary at mchisholm@dol.ca 

 

First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion   Registration is now closed. We are beginning our preparation for 

First Reconciliation and  look forward to launching a program new to our Family of Parishes by HopeStone Catholic 

Formation. For any questions or more information please contact Mary Chisholm at mchisholm@dol.ca  

 

Confirmation   We are in our 5th week of preparation using the program Decision Point by Matthew Kelly. Please 

pray for our candidates, our seminarian James as he guides the group, and our small group leaders.  

 

Weddings   Should be booked six months to a year in advance by calling either church office to speak with one of 

the priests.   



 

Parish and Parish Supported Groups 

  

Development and Peace                                                                                                                                                                

Established in 1967, Development and Peace ― Caritas Canada is the official international solidarity organization 

of the Catholic Church in Canada. 

We partner with organizations in the Global South that promote alternatives to unjust social, political and          

economic structures and support women in their quest for equality and justice. 

With the help of our 11,000+ volunteer members, we inform Canadians about the root causes of impoverishment 

and mobilize them to act for change. Our Lenten campaign, People and Planet First, offers you the opportunity to 

help protect vulnerable communities and ecosystems from corporate abuse. To learn more about and to join our 

movement, visit devp.org. 

Immaculate Conception CWL      

Raffle tickets are our only means of fund raising this year and all proceeds to to our church. Tickets are available 

from Marlene Currah 519-271-0953, Barb Mitchell 519-271-6595 and Sharon Twamley 519-273-1995. Draw date is 

March 14th. Give us a call! 

Bible Study—it’s not too late to join!         

We have begun the Bible Study……..Believe! Meeting Jesus In the Scriptures by Rich Cleveland but it’s not too 

late to join.  This six week session study lead by Marg and Jim Brickman, focuses on episodes when Jesus changed 

people’s lives. This study will lead people to become more committed to living lives in and for Jesus. We will jour-

ney online together during Lent using Zoom. Sessions will be at 1:30 pm. on Wednesdays  ending April 6th.           

There is a book that will be provided for a cost of $20. For more information and to sign up, please email us at 

thankful54@hotmail.com or call 519-273-1838.  You can also register through Flocknote or by calling the office.  
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AVON-THAMES CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 

 

Website: www.avonthamescatholic.dol.ca          

Email:  avonthamescatholic@dol.ca 

Parish Family Office: 

96 Huron Street, Stratford  ON  N5A 5S6 

Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Phone: 519-271-6722   Stratford  or                                       

519-284-2593   St. Marys 

Staff are currently working from home.   

Stations of the Cross   

(Friday evenings during Lent at 7:00 pm.)      

We are very happy to be able to pray with this  beloved devotion once again.  These evenings will  rotate         

between our 3 churches and with several  Parish groups leading our prayer time.  

We are now able to move from Station to Station during this time of spoken prayer. Please follow behind the 

cross and candle bearers.  

Here is our schedule during Lent: 

Friday, March 11th -  Immaculate Conception Church                                                                                                                
              St. Michael Catholic Secondary School 

Friday, March 18th -  Holy Name of Mary Church                                                                                                                  

               Holy Name of Mary CWL 

Friday, March 25th— St. Joseph’s Church                                                                                                                            

            The Divine Mercy Prayer Group 

Friday, April 1st—       Immaculate Conception Church                                                                                                               

            Immaculate Conception CWL 

Friday, April 8th —     Holy Name of Mary Church                                                                                                                  

               Social Justice Committee 

 Unfortunately, Lenten Luncheons are not happening in person this year, however, they are being shown via 

YouTube with different faith leaders in our community giving a talk each week. You can tune in weekly or at your                 

convenience at : 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwlM99iriRl&list=PL4A4FwTxju6sVcfEAotgkPa9WTcah8ng5thttps://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwLM99iriRI&list=PL4A4FwTxjU6sVcfEAotgkPa9WTcah8ng5 
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DONATE 

 

Your financial support is appreciated:!  

 

Holy Name of Mary:             https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/ 

Immaculate Conception:  https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/ 

St. Joseph's:                            https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/ 

To e-transfer, please email Maureen or leave a message  

at Extension 22.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwLM99iriRI&list=PL4A4FwTxjU6sVcfEAotgkPa9WTcah8ng5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwLM99iriRI&list=PL4A4FwTxjU6sVcfEAotgkPa9WTcah8ng5
https://dol-hnom.pllenty.com/
https://dol-ic.pllenty.com/
https://dol-sjcc.pllenty.com/


A Synodal Church in the Diocese of London 

On December 10, 2021, Bishop Fabbro send a letter to the faithful in which he says “we are invited to engage in 

dialogue, pray with, and listen to one another as we consider the Synod’s theme, Being a Synodal Church: Commun-

ion, Participation and Mission. What Pope Francis is saying in this process is that the Church cares about what you 

think.” He goes on to say, “The Synod invites us to come together in our parishes, to reach out to Catholics not 

coming to church regularly, to reach out to our young people, to listen prayerfully to God’s word and to listen to 

God speaking through one another. We are called to open our minds and hearts to the Holy Spirit who enables our 

Church to break out of our routine, to discern the times in which we live, in solidarity with the struggles and aspira-

tions of all our sisters and brothers.” 

 

Specific to our Diocese, Bishop Fabbro had this to say: “We have named our local synodal consultation “Together 

on the Road: Conversations for a Listening Church in the Diocese of London”. The name suggests the root meaning 

of the word “synod” [from the Greek syn (together) + hodos (road)] and makes clear that we will engage in conver-

sations about the questions and concerns lurking in our hearts, as Jesus would.” 

In his January 15, 2022 Weekend Update on Flocknote, Father David shared a link to a video on the Synod.  

 A Synodal Church in the Avon-Thames Family of Parishes 

Here at the Avon-Thames Family of Parishes, a plan is being developed and will be put in place in the next few 

weeks.  Stay tuned as details unfold throughout March and April. 

Watch for next week’s bulletin for information on how you can get help get our Family of Parishes ready! 
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