
St. John the Baptist Parish 
Est. 1802 

225 Brock St., Amherstburg, ON N9V 2H3 
Phone 519 736 5418 Fax: 519 736 5410 

www.stjohnb.dol.ca email: stjohnb@dol.ca 
www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptist 

St. John the Baptist Parish is a large diverse, multi-cultural Roman Catholic Community in 
the Amherstburg area.  Called together through the love of God, and led by the Spirit, we 

experience our faith in worship, in our daily living, and in ministry to all.  We strive to 
make our parish a welcoming place where our faithful stewardship bears witness to the 

love of Christ in our lives. 

Pastor 
Rev. Matthew Kucharski 

 
Deacon Leonard Tetreault 
Deacon Matthew Sutton 

 
Pastoral Minister 

Kim Bornais 

Business Administrator 
Anita Walach 

 
Secretary 

Karen McGuire 
 

Custodian 
Matt Sutton 

Pastoral Council Chair 
David Mailloux 

 
Finance Committee Chair 

Sharon Pillon 
 

Building Committee Chair 
Mike Specht 

 
St. Vincent de Paul Help Line 

519-984-7594 

Must be received no later than noon Tuesday by email or in writing 

Baptism 
Contact Kim Bornais 519-736-5418        
kbornais@dol.ca 
 

Reconciliation 
Saturday from 4:00 pm - 4:45 pm, 
or by appointment 
 

Holy Matrimony 
Contact the rectory office one year prior 
to wedding 

Monday ~ 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Tuesday - Friday  9:00 am - 4:30 pm  
Closed for lunch  12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

Tuesday - Friday ~ 9:00 am 
Saturday ~ 5:00 pm 
Sunday ~ 8:00 am, 10:00 am 

Parish Mission Statement 
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Body and Blood of  Christ 
Sacraments 

Office Hours Mass Times 

Bulletin Notices 

Parish Organizations 
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Pastoral Team 



June 14, 2020  
Gospel Reading 

 
John 6:51-58 
Jesus says, “I am the living bread.” 
 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
 This Sunday we celebrate a second solemnity during 
this period of Ordinary Time in the liturgical calendar. Today is 
the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. This 
day was once called Corpus Christi, which is Latin for “Body of 
Christ.” In the revised Lectionary the name for this day is 
expanded to reflect more completely our Eucharistic theology. 
Today’s Gospel is taken from the Gospel according to John. 
The reading is part of a discourse between Jesus and a crowd 
of Jews. The discourse comes shortly after the miracle of 
Jesus’ multiplication of the loaves and fishes. In John’s Gospel, 
miracles such as this are identified as “signs” through which 
people come to believe that Jesus is the Son of God. These 
signs are followed by dialogue, or discourse that interprets and 
explains the miracle. In John’s Gospel, Jesus’ multiplication of 
the loaves is said to have occurred near Passover, thus linking 
it to the Exodus story and God’s saving action toward the 
Israelites. 
 Having seen Jesus multiply the loaves and fishes, the 
crowd pursues him, perhaps seeking more food but also 
looking for another sign. Jesus tells the crowd that he is the 
bread of life. He explains that just as God gave the Israelites 
manna to sustain them in the desert, so now God has sent new 
manna that will give eternal life. It is in this context that Jesus 
repeats those words in today’s Gospel and tells them again 
that he is the living bread that came down from heaven. 
Jesus’ words are not well understood by the crowd; they argue 
that Jesus is not from heaven but born of Mary and Joseph. 
The crowd also has trouble understanding how Jesus could 
give them his flesh to eat. Jesus tells them that when they eat 
his flesh and drink his blood, they will remain forever 
connected to him. These are difficult words, but they are 
important because they seek to show us our intimate 
connection with Jesus. 
 This is the mystery that is at the heart of our 
Eucharistic theology. In the elements of bread and wine, Jesus’ 
Body and Blood are truly present. When we share in the Body 
and Blood of Christ, Jesus himself comes to dwell within us. 
This communion with the Lord makes us one body, brings us 
eternal life, and sends us forth to be Christ’s Body in the world. 

Sunday Chuckle 

     During the priest’s prayer at church one Sunday, there was a loud 
whistle from one of the back pews. Tommy’s mother was horrified. 
She pinched him into silence and after church asked, “Tommy, 
whatever made you do such a thing?” Tommy answered, “I asked 
God to teach me to whistle and He did!” 

It’s easy and free to start 

enjoying FORMED! 

 Go to signup.formed.org 

Type in: Amherstburg 

Click on:  

St. John the Baptist Parish 

Register with your name and 

email address 

Check that email account for 

a link to begin using Formed 

Our gift to you that lasts the 

whole year through ENJOY! 

Outreach Resources 
The diocese has a webpage that will be continually updated with 
resources for the faithful http://dol.ca/outreach. Join us in the newly 
added “House of Prayer” initiative. Please promote this page to your 
family and friends to help them find online Masses, Catholic 
publications and activities for families, children and youth. 

St. John the Baptist Parish—Mass Intentions 
 

 Tuesday, June 16, 2020 
† Lucia D’Alimonte by Lucia Conte 
† Mario Rosati by Maria Salvati 
† Domenico Pietrangelo by Maria & Donato Menna 
 

Wednesday, June 17, 2020 
† Eileen Beneteau by Theresa Bezaire 
† Gary McGuire by Delores & Mike Specht 
† Antonetta Parete by the Parete Family 
 

Thursday, June 18, 2020 
† Michael Matte by Grandma & Grandpa 
† Donato DiBartolomeo by Rose Charles 
† Lynwood Brush (9th Ann.) by Pat Brush & Family 
 

Friday, June 19, 2020 
† Eileen Beneteau by Mary & Paul Whittal 
† Mary Dow by Catherine & Leonard Bondy 
Sp. Int. Dianne Fox by Roseanne & Garnet Berthiaume 
 
Please note: Fr Matt will celebrate a daily private Mass at which 
time he will include the Mass Intentions scheduled for the day. 
 

We request if you are mailing or dropping the 
envelopes off, we would prefer you use cheques (made 
payable to St. John the Baptist Church), rather than cash, if 
possible.   

The parish is now able to accept your Sunday 
offering via E-transfer. This is possible if you use 
online banking.  Go to your account, select Interac E
-transfer and follow the prompts.  You will be 

sending your E-transfer to stjohnb@dol.ca.  We have it set up 
so that any donations sent to this email will be deposited into 
our parish bank account without the need for you to use any 
extra passwords.   

 

http://dol.ca/outreach
mailto:stjohnb@dol.ca


 

 Some of you may have heard it announced by our Premier earlier this week that places of 
worship will be permitted to open as of June 12. Then there was some confusion as to whether that would 
apply to us since we are in an area that is still designated as being in Phase 1. It has been confirmed that 
the permission for places of worship to open is not dependent upon what “phase” a community is in; all 
places of worship can open across the province. However, there are certain rules and protocols that must 
be in place for a church to open. One of the most significant rules is that only 30% of a building’s seating 
capacity may be permitted to be used. Our Bishop, with his team of advisors, have been working on 
establishing a set of diocesan rules and protocols based upon the guidance from the province. Parishes 

are supposed to be receiving this information some time Friday. At the time of creating the bulletin, I had not received 
anything yet. So we are not certain what may be required to open the churches in the Diocese of London. On Monday and 
Tuesday of next week the Bishop, via the computer, will be meeting with priests, deacons, and Lay ecclesial ministers to 
outline the procedures for our diocese. Other dioceses have included such measures as dividing up the seating space to 
ensure proper physical distancing, marking the floor with arrows and “wait here” spots, establishing sanitization teams to 
clean the church after each celebration, training greeters and ushers with all the new protocols to follow before people can 
enter the church and be seated, setting up adequate sanitizing stations, etc. As you can see this will involve a number of 
different aspects that need to be well thought out, people need to be trained, and “equipment” may need to be purchased. 
In consulting a few parishioners and discussing it with our Pastoral Leadership, there is a concern with all the “unknowns” 
to commit to opening our church before we are truly ready. Once we have the information and have had our meetings with 
the diocese, we felt it would be appropriate and manageable to “commit” to opening the church on our patronal feast day – 
Wednesday, June 24, the Nativity of St. John the Baptist. We believe that will give us enough time to make sure everything 
is in place to protect our parishioners and will also give us time to communicate to you the protocols you will be expected to 
follow to come to Mass. If we find that an earlier date is possible, we will use email and our website to let you know. We are 
getting close, but please be aware, attending Mass will not be the same as it was before. I continue to ask for your prayers 
during this time of uncertainty and for your understanding. Please watch our website (www.ahcfop.ca) or our Facebook 
page (Amherstburg-Harrow Catholic Family of Parishes) for further information and let those you know who do not have 
access to a computer the updates. 
 
 As you may have noticed in last week’s bulletin, there was a letter regarding the latest information about the Family 
of Parishes. As well, that same letter was sent to every registered parishioner at St. John the Baptist and St. Anthony. If 
you are a “registered” parishioner at either parish and did not receive the mailout this week please contact Karen (once the 
office re-opens, no date yet has been set by the Bishop) so that we can update our records. In the letter it noted that the 
activation date for some Families has been modified. At this point, we do not have a date of activation for our Family. 
However, with Fr. Rick retiring June 30, 2020, I am now being appointed parish administrator of St. Anthony’s effective July 
1, 2020. As well, the Bishop has requested that we start the Family of Parishes Mass schedule (weekday and weekend) 
effective July 4, 2020. So please mark your calendars, beginning July 4, our Family of Parishes Mass Schedule will be: 
Tuesday 6:30 pm (Harrow), Wednesday 9:00 am (Amherstburg), Thursday 9:00 am (Harrow), Friday 9:00 am 
(Amherstburg), Saturday 5:00 pm (Amherstburg), Sunday 9:00 am (Harrow) and Sunday 11:00 am (Amherstburg). This is 
the temporary schedule we included in the letter that will be in effect until we have had the opportunity to discuss it with the 
parishioners. As more details are determined, I will let you know. If you have access to technology, our Family website and 
Facebook page are the two best places for the latest information. 
 
 As we celebrate The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) this weekend, we do so 
not being able to physically partake of this great gift Jesus left the Church. I found the following excerpt from the USCCB 
which I invite you to read to get some greater insight into this precious celebration: 
 

 “The Catholic Church professes that, in the celebration of the Eucharist, bread and wine become the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit and the instrumentality of the priest. Jesus said: "I am the 
living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh 
for the life of the world. . . .  

 



. . . . For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink" (Jn 6:51-55). The whole Christ is truly present, body, blood, soul, and 
divinity, under the appearances of bread and wine—the glorified Christ who rose from the dead after dying for our sins. This is 
what the Church means when she speaks of the "Real Presence" of Christ in the Eucharist. This presence of Christ in the Eu-
charist is called "real" not to exclude other types of his presence as if they could not be understood as real (cf. Catechism, no. 
1374). The risen Christ is present to his Church in many ways, but most especially through the sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. What does it mean that Jesus Christ is present in the Eucharist under the appearances of bread and wine? How does 
this happen? The presence of the risen Christ in the Eucharist is an inexhaustible mystery that the Church can never fully ex-
plain in words. We must remember that the triune God is the creator of all that exists and has the power to do more than we can 
possibly imagine. As St. Ambrose said: "If the word of the Lord Jesus is so powerful as to bring into existence things which were 
not, then a fortiori those things which already exist can be changed into something else" ( De Sacramentis, IV, 5-16). God 
created the world in order to share his life with persons who are not God. This great plan of salvation reveals a wisdom that 
surpasses our understanding. But we are not left in ignorance: for out of his love for us, God reveals his truth to us in ways that 
we can understand through the gift of faith and the grace of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us. We are thus enabled to understand at 
least in some measure what would otherwise remain unknown to us, though we can never completely comprehend the mystery 
of God. 

By his Real Presence in the Eucharist Christ fulfils his promise to be with us "always, until the end of the age" (Mt 
28:20). As St. Thomas Aquinas wrote, "It is the law of friendship that friends should live together. . . . Christ has not left us 
without his bodily presence in this our pilgrimage, but he joins us to himself in this sacrament in the reality of his body and 
blood" ( Summa Theologiae, III q. 75, a. 1). With this gift of Christ's presence in our midst, the Church is truly blessed. As Jesus 
told his disciples, referring to his presence among them, "Amen, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to 
see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it" (Mt 13:17). In the Eucharist the Church both 
receives the gift of Jesus Christ and gives grateful thanks to God for such a blessing. This thanksgiving is the only proper 
response, for through this gift of himself in the celebration of the Eucharist under the appearances of bread and wine Christ 
gives us the gift of eternal life.” 



OPTOMETRISTS 
Dr. Anthony DiPasquale, 
Dr. Giuseppe DePinto, 
Dr. Peter DiPasquale, 
Dr. Lara DiPasquale 

80 Richmond Street  519-736-2406 

Computer Data Products 
80 Richmond Street 
519 - 736 - 5561 

●Custom Built Computers ●PC Repairs ●Upgrades●Laptops 
●Printers ●Networking  ●PC Peripherals ●Office Supplies 

●Software ●Hardware ●Cable Internet ●DSL 
●High Speed Rural Wireless Internet Provider 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Council 2110 Assembly 2355       New members Needed 

Serving our Church and our Community.  Join and become a proud member. 
Hall Rentals for all occasions catering to your needs 

190 Richmond St.         519-736-4870 

Remember. . . 

Let our advertisers 

know you saw their 

ad here 

 

This Space is Available 

Eat 
Shop 

Spend 
and Enjoy 
LOCAL 

please support the 
businesses that  

support your  
Parish 

 

Call 

519-736-5418 

for this space 

 

Biscuit Cards 
Religious and ALL Occasions 
Hand-Made Greeting Cards 

Lorraine Bortolin 519-736-5045 
Biscuit Cards on Facebook 

Shopping Locally Saves Gas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C.W.L—Amherstburg 
General Meeting  

3rd Monday of the month  
at 7pm 

President: Mary Verstick 519 736 8531 

 

 

Brisebois 
Christian Bookstore &  

Gift Shoppe  
2475 Central Avenue 

519-944-9780 

This Space is Available 

It’s Wise to Advertise 

Sharron Carr,  

MORTGAGE AGENT 
MortgagesBySharron.ca  

    519.736.6562| 
   MortgageBSharon@gmail.com 

 

CYNTHIA A. THRASHER 
Barrister & Solicitor 

274 Dalhousie Street, Unit 102 
Amherstburg, N9V 0E8 

519-730-0003 
519-730-1676 

cynthia@thrasherlaw.ca 

 

 

 

Rags To Riches 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

41 Sandwich St. S. 519 736 4020 
RagsToRichesUpholstery.com 

 

 

https://www.mortgagesbysharron.ca/
tel:+5197366562
mailto:MortgageBySharron@gmail.com
http://mortgageintelligence.ca/mi/home/

