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St. Vincent de Paul Help Line 
Amherstburg - 519-984-7594 

Harrow - 519-971-2095 

All submissions must be in writing or 
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Baptism 
Contact Kim Bornais 519-736-5418        

kbornais@dol.ca 
 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - Amherstburg 11am - 12noon 

 or by appointment 519-736-5418 
 

Holy Matrimony 
Contact the rectory office one year  

prior to your wedding 

Monday ~ Closed 
Tuesday - Friday  9:00 am - 4:30 pm  
Closed for lunch  12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

      Weekday                    Weekend 
Tuesday 6:00pm - Harrow    Saturday 5pm - Amherstburg  
Wednesday 9am - Amherstburg   Sunday 9am - Harrow  
Thursday 9am - Harrow    Sunday 11am - Amherstburg  
Friday 9am - Amherstburg  
 

November 29, 2020 
1st Sunday of  Advent 

Sacraments 

Office Hours 

Mass Time and Location 

Bulletin Notices 

Parish Organizations 

Parish Staff 

Pastoral Team 

 



Weekday Mass  & Mass Intentions  
 

 Tuesday, December 1, 2020 6:00pm Harrow  
† Antonio Faria (39th Ann.) by Delfina & Jose Pereira 
†  All Souls in Purgatory by Teresa Pereira 
† Deceased members of the Dias Family by Lucy Liberato 
† Deceased members of the Liberato Family by Lucy  
 

Wednesday, December 2, 2020 9am Amherstburg  
†  Mario Rosati by Mirella & Mauro Tonin 
†  Sebastian Savo by Anna & Gino Savo & Family 
†  Marie Mancini by Anna & Gino Savo & Family 
† Katherine Leskiw by Katie & Michael Savo & Family 
† Mary E. Dow by the Wed. Ladies Card Party 
   

Thursday, December 3, 2020 9am Harrow  
† Barbara Lauriault by Kim & Jeremie Bornais 
† Anna Palumbo by Mary & Peter DiPasquale 
Sp. Int. In Thanksgiving by Teresa Pereira 

 
Friday, December 4, 2020  Amherstburg  

† Domenic Donofrio by Iolanda & Joe D’Alimonte 
† Valentino DeThomasis by Anna Leardi 
† Gina Persichilli (Italy) by Anna & Gino Savo & Family 
† Domenic Donofrio by Anna & Gino Savo & Family 
Sp. Int. The Vandermuran Family by Drina Vandermuran 

Gospel Reading 
 
Mark 13:33-37 
Jesus warns his disciples to be watchful so that 
they will be ready when the Son of Man comes. 
 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 Today we begin the season of Advent, which marks the 
start of a new liturgical year for the Church. The readings for 
Sunday Mass are arranged on a three-year cycle. Each year 
features a different Gospel—Matthew, Mark, or Luke. Readings 
from the Gospel of John are interspersed throughout all three 
years. With this year’s first Sunday of Advent, we begin Cycle B 
of the Lectionary, which focuses our attention on the Gospel of 
Mark. This week and next week, our readings from Mark’s Gospel 
present two important Advent themes: the Lord’s return at the end 
of time and John the Baptist’s preparation for Jesus. 
 Today’s Gospel is taken from the end of Mark’s Gospel, 
the chapter that immediately precedes Mark’s account of Jesus’ 
Passion. Having been questioned repeatedly by the scribes and 
the Pharisees, Jesus is now questioned by his disciples—Peter, 
James, John, and Andrew—who want details about his prediction 
of the destruction of the Temple. Jesus answers with many 
warnings about the difficulties that the disciples will face. 
 Today’s passage comes at the conclusion of Jesus’ 
warnings to his disciples. Jesus emphasizes the need for 
watchfulness. The Son of Man will come without warning; only the 
Father knows the exact hour. The disciples must not be caught 
unprepared when this time comes. 
 Scholars believe that Mark’s Gospel was written around 
the time of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 
70. Mark’s audience consisted of Christians who were living in 
difficult social and political times, times of conflict. They were 
likely beginning to face persecution as followers of Jesus. In this 
difficult time, it helped to recall that Jesus had foretold of such 
difficulties. Early Christian communities took courage from Jesus’ 
warning to remain alert and watchful, and they found in his words 
a way to persevere through suffering. 
 Today’s Gospel reminds us that Advent is about more 
than our preparation for the Church’s celebration of Christ’s birth 
at Christmas. Advent is also about preparing ourselves for 
Christ’s return in glory at the end of time. Like the disciples and 
the faithful in Mark’s community, we must also stay alert and 
watchful. Our faithfulness to God, through the good times as well 
as the difficult times, shows us to be ready for the coming of the 
Son of Man. 

Please join us every Wednesday from 1pm to 3pm 
 and Thursday from 7pm to 9pm 

For Adoration 
at St John the Baptist Church  - 225 Brock Street  

Amherstburg 
 

Divine Mercy Hour at St John the Baptist 
Every Friday afternoon at 3pm in the church proper 

November 22, 2020 
       St. John the Baptist Parish      St. Anthony of Padua Parish 
Regular Sunday Offertory: $ 3,009.00        Regular Sunday Offertory   $ 875.00 
  
Pre-Authorized Payments:  (PAP)      Pre-Authorized Payments: (PAP)  
Regular Sunday Offertory  $1,654.33    Regular Sunday Offertory  $440.00 
Capital Account   $   814.66    Capital Account    $ 42.40 

 

Sunday Chuckle 

While shopping for a bathroom scale, I found one that tracks not 
only weight but also body fat, bone mass, and water percentage.  I 
nixed that one in favor of a low-tech model.  As I told the 
salesperson, “I don’t need to be depressed four ways; one  in 
quite enough.” 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent


 
 

 
 

 Advent Thoughts 
We have entered the Advent Season once again. It is a time to prepare to commemorate the birth of Jesus and to 
anticipate when He will come again.  There is so much commotion this time of year, preparing spiritually can often get put 
on the “back burner”.  We have decorating to do, presents to buy, baking to finish, and so on.  What is the reason we do 
all of this?  Because Christmas is coming! However, if we forget the real reason for Christmas, i.e. celebrating the 
Incarnation and what that means for each one of us from a spiritual perspective, then it is only a bunch of hustle and 
bustle and perhaps a whole bunch of unpaid credit card bills.  Make sure you set some time aside for the preparing of 
your heart too! 
An Advent Wreath is a common part of many households for Advent and will also be in our “shared” household, the 
church. Each week we light a candle reminding us that Christ, the Light of the World,  has come and will come again.  We 
need to reflect that light and bring that light to others.  As you light your Advent Wreath candle each day, or if you do not 
have a wreath, do so symbolically, praying: 

 
O God, rejoicing, we remember the promise of your Son.   
As we light this candle, may the blessing of Christ come upon us,  
brightening our way and guiding us by His truth.   
May Christ our Saviour bring life into the darkness of our world and to us,  
as we wait for His coming.  Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Weekly Advent Prayer Service 
As Matthew notes in his musings, one of the ways the pastoral team is trying to reach out to our parishioners and to encourage 

prayer during this special time of year, is to create a weekly Advent prayer service.  We encourage you to check out our weekly video as a 
way to enter more deeply into this sacred season of preparation.  Each Sunday, if you have an Advent wreath, perhaps you can gather 
around it as we pray and you can light your candle(s) at the same time! 

 
Advent Mailout 
My thanks to the many volunteers who helped put together our envelopes for our Advent mailout.  All registered parishioners should 

be receiving mail from our parish this coming week.  If you do not receive anything by Friday, please call the office as some of your 
information may not be accurate in our parish database.  There were some issues within the database in bringing the two parishes together 
as a Family, so your assistance to correct matters would be appreciated.  

 
Live Streaming the Masses from St. John the Baptist 
 We have completed all of our tests and we believe we are ready to start live-streaming and recording some of our Masses.  

Unfortunately with the equipment we need and the requirement to have internet capabilities in the church, we cannot live-stream from St. 
Anthony of Padua.  We will be live-streaming our Wednesday and Friday morning Masses (9:00 am) and the Saturday evening Mass (5:00 
pm).  You can watch the Mass by going to our Facebook page, Amherstburg-Harrow Catholic Family of Parishes.  You do not have to have a 
Facebook account, just go to Facebook.com and search for our parish page.  If you do not wish to watch the Mass as it is being shown live, it 
will remain on the page and you can watch it whenever is convenient for you.  This way if you are not comfortable in coming to Mass or if our 
Masses are full, you can still be part of our community by participating in the Mass on-line.  This is new for us so be patient as we struggle 
through this technology. 

 
Music for our Weekend Masses 
This Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent and that means we begin a new liturgical year.  To celebrate the new year, we are going 

to be adding two new components to our Masses.  The first is the re-introduction of music to our liturgies.  Details are still be worked out, but 
we should have some instrumental music and limited singing occurring during our Weekend Masses.  With the COVID-19 restrictions, we are 
not permitted to sing as a congregation, so please even if you know the hymn, only sing it in your heart and mind and not out loud.  Music will 
be provided by an instrumentalist and possibly a cantor (choirs are not allowed).  

 
Reminder about the Dispensation Extension 
We also recognize that some of you are concerned about the dangers of possibly contracting the virus by attending Mass, due to 

your age or your own frail health.  Under these circumstances or if you cannot attend Mass because the Masses are full, then the Bishop has 
decided to extend the dispensation he promulgated previously to go until Easter, removing the obligation of attending Mass.  You are still 
encouraged to “attend” Mass by watching it on one of the streaming services provided by many of the churches in our diocese or around the 
world. 

 

 



Reminder about 33 Days to Morning glory (Consecration to Jesus through Mary)  
Many times people ask me how they can get closer to Jesus.  The simple answer is to get to know His Mother (and our Mother) 

Mary better.  Mary’s purpose is to always lead her children deeper into the heart of her Son.  Kim will be leading a prayer experience for 
33 days beginning November 29th (see details in Kim’s article).  Mary is such a powerful example of faith and submission to the will of the 
Father.  She is also an amazing intercessor for each one of us.  These 33 days will be a journey of getting to know Mary better, 
culminating in a consecration to Mary.  Falling in love with our Mother will naturally lead to a stronger love relationship with Jesus. Many 
of the great saints attribute their love of Jesus through their relationship with Mary.  I encourage you to consider being part of the 33 
Days to Morning Glory.  I prayed with  this book last year and really found it helpful for my spiritual journey. 

 
Reminder about 2020-2021 Sunday Missals 
 Each year we sell Missals which have the readings and prayers for each Sunday.  Due to the COVID restrictions we 

cannot sell them at the back of the church as we normally would have done.  However, we did purchase a number of copies and they are 
available for $5 by coming to the parish office (during office hours, Tuesday to Friday 9:00am – 4:30pm) or through the Harrow Knights of 
Columbus outside the church in Harrow (November 22, 29, and December 6th  , before and after the 9:00am Mass). 

 
Reminder about 2021 Boxes of Envelopes 
 Again with the COVID restrictions, we cannot set the boxes of envelopes out for people to pick up.  If you wish to have 

a box of envelopes for 2021 (which we really would encourage you to do!) you can contact the parish office and Karen will make sure a 
box is ready for you to pick up in the office entrance in Amherstburg or we can make arrangements for you to pick them up before/after 
Mass at the office in Harrow. 

 
Reminder about Volunteers for Christmas 
As you can read in the announcement below, our Christmas schedule is going to be VERY busy. With the COVID restrictions, 

our worship space capacity is rather limited, thus the need for so many Masses. However, with so many Masses comes the need for so 
many volunteers. This is a tough request, because who wants to commit to volunteering on Christmas, right? Yet that is the reality we 
face. If we want to try to accommodate as many people as possible to celebrate the birth of our Saviour, then this is what we need to do. 
Just as Jesus gave of Himself to serve us, perhaps we need to consider giving of ourselves to serve Him this Christmas season. We will 
need Hospitality Ministers to help with greeting, registering, seating and sanitizing. If we get enough hands to help, the load will be 
lighter. We will be providing further details in the next couple of weeks, but maybe you can start pondering now how you can be of 
service to the Lord and your brothers and sisters in His name. 

 
Reminder about the Christmas Schedule 
It is still early yet, but with all the challenges of COVID, we thought it may be helpful for you to already know the schedule we 

will be attempting for this Christmas. On Christmas Eve, we will be having two Masses at 4:00pm (St. Anthony’s and St. John’s), two 
Masses at 6:00pm (St. Anthony’s and St. John’s), one Mass at 9:00pm (St. John’s) and one Mass at midnight (St. John’s). On Christmas 
Day, we will be having Mass at 8:00am (St. John’s), at 9:30am (St. Anthony’s) and at 11:00am (St. John’s). I am grateful for the 
assistance of Fr. Dave Boutette and Fr. Jim Roche to help me. There will be MANY instructions on how to register, when to register, 
rules for attending, etc. in the weeks to come. Please do not contact Karen with too many questions as this time. We will be 
communicating all the necessary information over the next few weeks. Please wait until then with all your questions and concerns. 

 
Weekly Weekend Mass Pre-registration Reminder 

Here is your weekly reminder to avoid disappointment and to help Karen in the office with her weekly seating plan,  to pre-
register.  Please remember,  you need to pre- register to attend Mass every weekend you wish to come to Mass. Typically, pre-
registration will open for the following week once pre-registration has closed for the previous week.  As well, there is a new link for 
each week’s registration.  So please enter the link below or go to our website www.ahcfop.ca and click on the link there.  If you do 
not have access to online registration, you can register by calling 519-736-5418. If nobody is available to answer the phone, please 
leave a voicemail message at ext. 110 (Karen’s). Your message should include your name, phone number, the Mass you are 
registering for and the number of people you are registering. Registration will close at 12noon the Friday before the weekend in 
question. 

 
The pre-registration link for December 5/6 :   https://amherstburgharrowcatholi.flocknote.com/signup/29320  
 
 

http://www.ahcfop.ca
https://amherstburgharrowcatholi.flocknote.com/signup/29320


Sacraments:  If your child is making the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation this year 
please contact Lisa in the parish office if you missed the registration meetings. 
 
Some of our young people will be making the Sacrament of Reconciliation this coming week at St John the 
Baptist Church.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

 
Family Time:  Looking for advent activities and reflections for your family?  Check out Formed.org, Search Brother Francis 
and sign up for "Brother Francis, the days of Advent" or check out FocusontheFamily.ca and download their free Advent 

 

 

St. Anthony of Padua Society of St. Vincent de Paul will be distributing Christmas Meal 
hampers to those in need in our community.  We have divided the products needed for the meal 
among our local churches, since bulk purchasing is not available during COVID.  Our Catholic 
church will provide 75 cans of cranberry sauce and 75 cans of poultry gravy.  Please pick up a 
couple cans of each and drop them in the basket at the church entrance by December 13.  
Thank you for your generosity, Rose Campbell, SSVP President  St Anthony of Padua 
Conference 

 Harrow K of C will be selling 2021 Sunday Missals – $5,  
“Keep Christ in Christmas” Lawn signs $15  
Car magnets - $5 
Before and after 9 am Mass in Harrow November  29; December 6th 

 

  

Matthew’s Musings 
 
 Advent is a truly special time of the year, although in some ways it gets overshadowed by the excitement of 
Christmas. Advent is the first season in our liturgical year and offers us all a unique opportunity to prepare our hearts 
and our lives for the coming of Jesus. In a time of worrying about gifts, and meals, and party arrangements, Advent 
gives us the opportunity to pause and begin a different type of preparation, a spiritual preparation. To aid in this time of 
spiritual growth, the Pastoral Team will be working together to provide 4 separate videos of Advent Services. These 
Services will be available online on our Family’s Facebook Page [Amherstburg-Harrow Catholic Family of Parishes] on 
Sundays and will provide an opportunity to pray together at home. The services will follow the themes of the advent 
candles; hope, love, joy and peace. I look forward to praying with you all this Advent! 

 



Pastoral Minister 

 

 

 

Dear parishioners, 

Happy first Sunday of Advent! This season is a beautiful time, as we await in JOYFUL hope, the 

birth of our Savior at Christmas. 

 

 

On Sunday, we begin the 33 Days of Preparation for Marian Consecration, 

following the book 33 Days to Morning Glory. It is not too late to join us! There is a 

private Facebook group that you can join, where the readings will be posted each 

day. I look forward to this Advent journey with you. Here is the link:  

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/770567673504701 

 

If you have any questions, or would like more information, please feel free to contact me: (kbornais@dol.ca).  

 

The St. Andrew Christmas Novena: 

The feast day of St. Andrew the Apostle is November 30. Beginning on this day, it is believed that whoever recites the St. Andrew 

Christmas novena prayer FIFTEEN times each day from the feast of St. Andrew (November 30th) until Christmas Eve will obtain the 

favor requested. This is a very meditative prayer that helps us increase our awareness of the real meaning of Christmas and to 

spiritually prepare for His coming. Here is the prayer: 

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment  

in which the Son of God was born Of the most pure Virgin Mary, 

 at midnight, in Bethlehem, in the piercing cold.  

In that hour vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, O my God, 

 to hear my prayer and grant my desires (mention your intentions here) 

through the merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ, and of His blessed Mother. Amen 

 

Coming in January… 

 

Here is another teaser: 

 https://vimeo.com/413742068 

 

 

 

 

Have a blessed week! 

Kim 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/770567673504701
mailto:kbornais@dol.ca
https://vimeo.com/413742068




Help Support St John the Baptist  

Gift Card Fundraising Effort 

~ to date we have raised over 300,000!! ~ 

These cards are available for pick up at the Rectory office 
Tuesday - Friday, please phone ahead with your order 519-736-5418. 

Cash, Check or debit is acceptable. 
 

←
 

←
 

←
 

Mealtime Express 

Maria’s 

Romano’s 

Don’t forget Christmas is just around the corner.   
We will have a pre order Christmas drive during the month of November.   

Money must be received at the time of your pre-order. 
All pre-orders will be accepted until Sunday, December 6.  

Orders will be available for you to pick up  
Starting Tuesday, December 15  
Check out our pre- order form!! 





We have a  surplus inventory on hand at present from last year’s campaign which can be purchased immediately.   

Give Karen a call if you are interested in these cards 519-736-5418. 

  37—$10 Cineplex gift cards     20—$25 Cineplex gift cards 

   

    Local Businesses
GIFT CARD DRIVE 

Merchant Value Qty Total Due Merchant Value Qty Total Due

RESTAURANTS ** Indicates that we have these for immediate purchase

Beacon Ale House $25 FROM INVENTORY

$50 ** PC - No Frills  $50

Lord Amherst $25 ** Sobey's $50

$50 ** Walmart  $50

**Maria's $5 ** Canadian Tire $50

$10 ** Dollarama  $10

**Meal Time Express $5 ** Wendy's $10

$10 ** Tim Horton's $10

$20 **Cineplex Odeon $10

**Riccardo's $25  **Shoppers $50

$50 ** PC - No Frills  $250

$100 ** Romano's $50

Rosa's $25

$50

$100 Cineplex $25

Speck's Restaurant $5 Wendy's $25

$10 McDonald's $15

$20 McDonalds $25

Shoppers $25

               TOTAL

Looking for a particular store or restaurant and don't see it listed here, please ask or contact

the office at 519-736-5418 and we will let you know if it is available.  Thank You!

Cash  _______     Debit  _________  Cheque #_________ Pre Order P1

Pre Order P2

Location for pick-up:  Rectory Office ____  **Inventory P2



OPTOMETRISTS 
Dr. Anthony DiPasquale, 
Dr. Giuseppe DePinto, 
Dr. Peter DiPasquale, 
Dr. Lara DiPasquale 

80 Richmond Street  519-736-2406 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Council 2110 Assembly 2355       New members Needed 
Serving our Church and our Community.   

Join and become a proud member. 
Hall Rentals for all occasions catering to your needs 

190 Richmond Street, Amherstburg 
519-736-4870 

Remember. . . 

Let our advertisers 

know you saw their 

ad here 

Eat 
Shop 

Spend 
and Enjoy 
LOCAL 

please support the 
businesses that  

support your  
Parish 

Call 

519-736-5418 

for this space 

 

 

 

 

 

Brisebois 
Christian Bookstore &  

Gift Shoppe  
2475 Central Avenue 

This Space is Available 

It’s Wise to Advertise 

CYNTHIA A. THRASHER 
Barrister & Solicitor 

274 Dalhousie Street, Unit 102 
Amherstburg, N9V 0E8 

519-730-0003 
519-730-1676 

cynthia@thrasherlaw.ca 

 

This Space is Available 


