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St. Vincent de Paul Help Line 
Amherstburg - 519-984-7594 

Harrow - 519-971-2095 

All submissions must be in writing or 
emailed no later than Tuesday at 4:00 pm 

Baptism 
Contact Kim Bornais 519-736-5418        

kbornais@dol.ca 
 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - Amherstburg 11am - 12noon 

 or by appointment 519-736-5418 
 

Holy Matrimony 
Contact the rectory office one year  

prior to your wedding 

Monday ~ Closed 
Tuesday - Friday  9:00 am - 4:30 pm  
Closed for lunch  12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

      Weekday                    Weekend 
Tuesday 6:00pm - Harrow    Saturday 5pm - Amherstburg  
Wednesday 9am - Amherstburg   Sunday 9am - Harrow  
Thursday 9am - Harrow    Sunday 11am - Amherstburg  
Friday 9am - Amherstburg  
 

December 6, 2020 
2nd Sunday of  Advent 

Sacraments 

Office Hours 

Mass Time and Location 

Bulletin Notices 

Parish Organizations 

Parish Staff 

Pastoral Team 

 



Weekday Mass  & Mass Intentions  
 

 Tuesday, December 8, 2020 6:00pm Harrow  
† Antonio Rocha by Delfina & Jose Pereira 
†  Patrick Parker by Elaine Parker 
† Howard Parker by Elaine Parkier 
† Tokey Ryan by Evelyn Ryan 
† Joe & Maria Ferandes by Maria Carreira 
 

Wednesday, December 9, 2020 9am Amherstburg  
†  Gabriel Rosati by Rose Charles 
†  Mario Rosati by Maria & Donato Menna 
†  Wayne Marshall by Rose Marshall 
†  Jennie Marshall by Rose Marshall 
†  Santino DiCarlo by Concetta DiCarlo 
† George Whittal by Sue 
   

Thursday, December 10, 2020 9am Harrow  
† Fernando Fernandes by Maria Carreira 
† Jose Carreira by Maria Carreira 
† Maria Vieira by Maria Carreira 

 
Friday, December 11, 2020  Amherstburg  

 
†  Harvey Gignac (4th Ann.) by Brenda and Randy Gignac 
†  Domenic Donofrio by Lea & Mario DeThomasis 
†  John Wynands by Diny & Kids 
†  Rie Mabesoone by Diny Wynands 
† Valentino DeThomasis by Maria Montagner & Family 
† Mary E. Dow by the Wednesday Ladies Card Group 

Gospel Reading 
 
Mark 1:1-8 
John the  Bapt is t  p reached 
repentance and baptized the people, 
in preparation for the one who would 
baptize with the Holy Spirit.  
 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
Today’s Gospel is taken from the beginning of Mark. Unlike Luke 
and Matthew, Mark does not include any details of Jesus’ birth. 
Instead Mark begins with the appearance of John the Baptist in 
the desert. On this the Second Sunday of Advent, we are invited 
to reflect upon the role of John the Baptist, who prepared the way 
for Jesus and the salvation that he would bring to us. 
Mark’s description of the appearance of John the Baptist 
highlights John’s continuity with the Jewish prophetic tradition. 
Mark combines quotations from the Old Testament books of 
Malachi, Isaiah, and Exodus. Mark’s description of John as an 
ascetic, living in the desert, clothed in camel hair, and eating 
locusts and wild honey, is reminiscent of the description of the 
prophet Elijah found in Second Kings. The people of Judea and 
Jerusalem flock to him, listening to his message of repentance 
and forgiveness; they also come to him to be baptized. Mark’s 
Gospel is clear, however, that John the Baptist’s role is only to 
prepare the way for another who will come, one who is greater 
than John. 
Many scholars believe that the Gospels reflect the tension that 
likely existed between followers of John the Baptist and disciples 
of Jesus. Each of the four Evangelists report on John’s preaching 
and baptizing, and they each emphasize the importance of Jesus’ 
baptism by John. The four Gospels also explain that John was 
sent to preach in preparation for another. In the Gospel of Luke, 
the question is raised as to whether John the Baptist was himself 
the Messiah. Just as in today’s Gospel, however, John speaks 
quite explicitly that the Messiah was to come after him. 
In today’s Gospel we hear John the Baptist contrast his baptism 
of repentance with the baptism that Jesus will inaugurate. John 
says that he has baptized with water, but that the one who is to 
come will baptize with the Holy Spirit. John’s baptism was not yet 
a Christian baptism, but a preparation for the Sacrament of 
Baptism through which sins are forgiven and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit is received. 
John the Baptist is presented to us as a model during Advent. 
We, too, are called upon to prepare a way for the Lord. Like John 
the Baptist, we are messengers in service to one who is greater 
than we are. Our Baptism commissions us to call others to life as 
disciples of Jesus. 

Please join us every Wednesday from 1pm to 3pm 
 and Thursday from 7pm to 9pm 

For Adoration 
at St John the Baptist Church  - 225 Brock Street  

Amherstburg 
 

Divine Mercy Hour at St John the Baptist 
Every Friday afternoon at 3pm in the church proper 

November 29, 2020 
       St. John the Baptist Parish      St. Anthony of Padua Parish 
Regular Sunday Offertory: $ 2,808.50        Regular Sunday Offertory   $ 1262.00 
             December Rectory Rent  $ 800.00 
  
Pre-Authorized Payments:  (PAP)      Pre-Authorized Payments: (PAP)  
Regular Sunday Offertory  $1,654.33    Regular Sunday Offertory  $440.00 
Capital Account   $   814.66    Capital Account    $ 42.40 

Sunday Chuckle 
 
Guarding the front of the nativity scene under the Christmas tree 
was a small armoured figure with tape over its mouth.  When 
asked who it was, Joshua said, “That’s the silent knight!” 

 



 
 

 
 

  
 
Advent Thoughts 
 As we begin this second week of Advent, when we focus on the theme of “peace”, I cannot say my past 
week has been all that peaceful.  There are many things that have to be prepared for Christmas and many 
unknowns.  One of the most challenging aspects right now is that we almost have to be preparing for “two” 
different Christmases – one where we are open and one where we may be in lockdown.  As of Friday afternoon, 
we are still in the red zone, so we can proceed with Masses as we normally do.  However, the situation in the 
Windsor-Essex area does not look promising regarding this COVID outbreak.  We will continue to pray that 
things improve and we will be able to celebrate in person this Christmas, for as many as we can accommodate.  
We will keep you posted as new information is made available. 

 
  Advent Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Due to COVID-19, we will not be having any communal Reconciliation services.  However, we have a few times 
scheduled for Reconciliation: Dec. 16th 10 am-noon and 6:30-8:30 pm and Dec. 18th 2:30-4:00 pm at St. John the Baptist; Dec. 
17th 10 am-noon and 6:30-8:30 pm at St. Anthony of Padua.  Due to social distancing, we cannot use the confessionals but we 
will be using other “rooms” in the church.  To ensure as many as possible can receive the sacrament, please refrain from 
conversations or spiritual direction issues during your confession time.  This will be first come, first served, so please be patient.  
My thanks to Fr. Dave and Fr. Jim for offering to help. 

 
 COVID Update from the Diocese 

  Face Masks:  Masks are now required by provincial law in all public buildings, which includes churches.  The exemption 
remains in place for those who have a medical condition and for children under the age of two. Those who refuse to wear 
masks without proper exemption can be turned away at the door of the church.   

 
  Persons with Exemptions from Wearing Masks:  Parishioners who have a legitimate exemption to the provincial mask 

requirements, must present documentation to their pastor before January 1, 2021.  Without it, they will be prevented from 
entering a church after that date.  Documentation to support a medical exemption or proof of a disability requiring 
accommodation can come from a physician, nurse practitioner, social worker, respirologist or other regulated health 
professional. Those with a valid reason not to wear a mask will be seated in a designated area of the church. 

 
  The Reception of Holy Communion: With the restrictions of receiving Holy Communion only in the hand, some of the 

faithful are presenting themselves with pyxes in the Communion procession, so that they can receive the Eucharist without 
touching it with their hands. In the Roman ritual, self-communicating is reserved only to priests and bishops.  In this diocese, 
reception of Holy Communion in the hand, while carrying a cloth, a pyx or some other item, to prevent contact between the 
Host and the hand of the communicant is forbidden. 

 
  Cleaning Pews after Masses: After further study, it has been determined that if a pew will not be used within an hour of 

the last occupancy, there is no need to disinfect it.  We will however still maintain our weekly cleaning of all surfaces (seats, 
backs, tops, kneelers). 
 

  Reminder about the Weekly Advent Prayer Service 
One of the ways the pastoral team is trying to reach out to our parishioners and to encourage prayer during this special 

time of year, is to create a weekly Advent prayer service.  We encourage you to check out our weekly video as a way to enter 
more deeply into this sacred season of preparation.  Each Sunday, if you have an Advent wreath, perhaps you can gather around 
it as we pray and you can light your candles at the same time! 

 
 Reminder about the Advent Mailout 
All registered parishioners should have received mail from our parish this past week.  If you did not receive anything, 

please call the office as some of your information may not be accurate in our parish database.  There were some issues within 
the database in bringing the two parishes together as a Family, so your assistance to correct matters would be appreciated.  

 

 



 
 
Reminder about Live Streaming the Masses from St. John the Baptist 
 We have completed all of our tests and we believe we are ready to live-stream and record some of our Mass-

es.  Unfortunately, with the equipment we need and the requirement to have internet capabilities in the church, we cannot live
-stream from St. Anthony of Padua at this time (we are checking into it though).  We will be live-streaming our Wednesday 
and Friday morning Masses (9:00 am) and the Saturday evening Mass (5:00 pm).  You can watch the Mass by going to our 
Facebook page, Amherstburg-Harrow Catholic Family of Parishes.  You do not have to have a Facebook account, just go to 
Facebook.com and search for our parish page.  If you do not wish to watch the Mass as it is being shown live, it will remain 
on the page and you can watch it whenever is convenient for you.  This way if you are not comfortable in coming to Mass or if  
our Masses are full, you can still be part of our community by participating in the Mass on-line.  This is new for us so be pa-
tient as we struggle through this technology. 

 
Reminder about Consecration to Jesus through Mary  
Many times people ask me how they can get closer to Jesus.  The simple answer is to get to know His Mother (and 

our Mother) Mary better.  Mary’s purpose is to always lead her children deeper into the heart of her Son.  Kim is leading a 
prayer experience for 33 days that began November 29th (you are a few days behind but you can catch up).  Mary is such a 
powerful example of faith and submission to the will of the Father.  She is also an amazing intercessor for each one of us.  
These 33 days will be a journey of getting to know Mary better, culminating in a consecration to Mary.  Falling in love with our 
Mother will naturally lead to a stronger love relationship with Jesus. Many of the great saints attribute their love of Jesus 
through their relationship with Mary.   

 
Reminder about 2021 Boxes of Envelopes 
 Again with the COVID restrictions, we cannot set the boxes of envelopes out for people to pick up.  If you 

wish to have a box of envelopes for 2021 (which we really would encourage you to do!) you can contact the parish office and 
Karen will make sure a box is ready for you to pick up in the office entrance in Amherstburg or we can make arrangements for 
you to pick them up before/after Mass at the office in Harrow. 

 
Reminder about Volunteers for Christmas 
As you know, our Christmas schedule is going to be VERY busy. With the COVID restrictions, our worship space ca-

pacity is rather limited, thus the need for so many Masses. However, with so many Masses comes the need for so many vol-
unteers. This is a tough request, because who wants to commit to volunteering on Christmas, right? Yet that is the reality we 
face. If we want to try to accommodate as many people as possible to celebrate the birth of our Saviour, then this is what we 
need to do. Just as Jesus gave of Himself to serve us, perhaps we need to consider giving of ourselves to serve Him this 
Christmas season. We will need Hospitality Ministers to help with greeting, registering, seating and sanitizing. If we get 
enough hands to help, the load will be lighter. We will be providing further details in the next couple of weeks, but maybe you 



 
Weekly Weekend Mass Pre-registration Reminder 

Here is your weekly reminder to avoid disappointment and to help Karen in the office with her weekly seating plan,  to pre-
register.  Please remember,  you need to pre- register to attend Mass every weekend you wish to come to Mass. Typically, pre-
registration will open for the following week once pre-registration has closed for the previous week.  As well, there is a new link for 
each week’s registration.  So please enter the link below or go to our website www.ahcfop.ca and click on the link there.  If you do 
not have access to online registration, you can register by calling 519-736-5418 on Tuesday morning at 9am. If nobody is available to 
answer the phone, please leave a voicemail message at ext. 110 (Karen’s). Your message should include your name, phone number, 
the Mass you are registering for and the number of people you are registering. Registration will close at 12noon the Friday before the 
weekend in question. 

 
The pre-registration link for December 12/13 :   https://amherstburgharrowcatholi.flocknote.com/signup/30795 

Advent Reconciliation  
 
St John the Baptist      St Anthony of Padua 
December 16:  10am-12noon;  6:30pm-8:30pm   December 17:  10am-12noon;  6:30pm-8:30pm 
December 18:   2:30pm-4pm 
 
To ensure as many as possible can receive the sacrament, please refrain from conversations or spiritual direction issues during your 
confession time.  This will be first come, first served, so please be patient. Reservations are NOT required. 
 
Christmas and New Years Masses:   
 
The 12 scheduled Masses will quickly fill up.  If you want to attend Christmas Mass and/or New Year’s Mass our phone line 519-736-
5418 ext. 119 will be answered from 9am until 4pm beginning on Tuesday, December 8th (please do not call before December 8th 
as reservations will not be accepted!).  This line will remain open until the Masses are full.  You are ONLY registered if you speak to 
our phone volunteer, no emails or voicemails will be accepted.  It will likely be impossible to accommodate everyone who wants to be 
here.  The other alternative is, we will be live streaming the 6PM and Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve; and the New Year’s Eve Mass 
at 5PM on December 31st. on our  Facebook page Amherstburg-Harrow Catholic Family of Parishes.  You may also watch the recorded 
Masses at a later time on our website, once they are posted.    
 
When registering we will need to know the Mass you wish to attend, the name (s) of those attending, and a contact number.  SEATING 
WILL BE PRE-ASSIGNED.  This will ensure that we are in compliance with capacity restrictions and that all safety protocols are 
complied with. At Mass, it is very important that you follow the directions of our Ministers of Hospitality at all times. 

 
Reservations are required for the Christmas and New Year’s Masses. 
Please be considerate of your fellow parishioners. Do not make reservations for family members who may not attend. 
No walk ins or standbys—seating assignments will be made to ensure maximum capacity. 
Seating preference will ONLY be given to those with disabilities.   
Do not assume you have a seat reserved.  YOU MUST CALL and speak to the reservation person to verify your seat. 
We understand that these rules are harsh but  it is for your safety and the safety of those around you. 

Please be kind. 
 

St John the Baptist  St Anthony of Padua 
Christmas Eve    Christmas Eve 
4pm 6pm   4pm 6pm 
9pm Midnight 
 
Christmas Day   Christmas Day 
8am 11am   9:30am 
 
Mary, Mother of God  Mary, Mother of God 
5pm  (Dec 31); 11am  (Jan. 1) 9am (Jan 1) 

http://www.ahcfop.ca


Sacraments: Congratulations to all the young people who celebrated their First Reconciliation over the last 2 
weeks.  We continue to keep you in our prayers. 
 
If you are interested in your child celebrating the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation this 
year please contact Lisa in the parish office.   

 
Family: Check out Formed.org/Advent for videos, podcasts and daily family and kid friendly ideas for advent.   

 

 

St. Anthony of Padua Society of St. Vincent de Paul will be distributing Christmas Meal hampers to those in need 
in our community.  We have divided the products needed for the meal among our local churches, since bulk 
purchasing is not available during COVID.  Our Catholic church will provide 75 cans of cranberry sauce and 75 cans 
of poultry gravy.  Please pick up a couple cans of each and drop them in the basket at the church entrance by 
December 13.  

 
Harrow Knights  of Columbus are selling 2021 Sunday Missals – $5,   
“Keep Christ in Christmas” Lawn signs $15 , Car magnets - $5 
Before and after 9 am Mass in Harrow; December 6th 
  

  

Join the Amherstburg Knights of Columbus Council 2110 on line for free for the 1st year (expires December 31st): 
 
1. From a computer, laptop, tablet or cell phone, open an internet page and type the link www.kofc.org/joinus   
2. Then you need to fill in your contact information, every required field needs to be filled and you also need to click on the three 

questions at the bottom. Then you must click the “I’m not a robot” box. And this will bring him to the next page  

3. On page 3, confirm the information and add mailing address, parish and answer the other questions. Once completed, this will 

bring you to the payment page.    

On the payment page, enter the promotional code “MCGIVNEY2020” and he will join for FREE for one year (no credit card needed to 
proceed). 
 
Keep Christ in Christmas lawn signs will be available at the Friday fish fries for $15 each.  All proceeds go to charity. 
 
Paul Peltier, Program director Council 2110. 

As you know, we need volunteers for our Christmas Masses. If you are available 
to help out in any way, please contact me: kbornais@dol.ca. If you have not 
volunteered as a Minister of Hospitality before, do not worry. We will be hosting 
an information/training night on Tuesday December 22 at 7pm at St John the 
Baptist Church. Your support is greatly appreciated. We cannot celebrate Mass 
without volunteers.  
I want to thank all of our volunteers who faithfully serve each week. 
Have a blessed week,  

                        Kim 

If you have any questions, or would like more information, please feel free to contact me: (kbornais@dol.ca).  

Coming in January… 

Here is another teaser: 

 https://vimeo.com/413742068 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ki5Szc8_U8UWs6x7GmH9BxRUT1TZAa1qjicKJ6RetYT9abtLEOLF8DmoAoHrotnmmqg86gObicNAR_MTbR2zlZhRZouw9Wb6G4lRTpG8hNMn9Hqa90h439vnGK0Gv7fm0spaWPwj-Tu7eDg-QIrptg==&c=73yPcBZqiyI8gm5f2hVOXquBoara4xRq7Vm34LX8nUgJ56dHkykqmA==&ch=1SwNi3CSgHQIz
mailto:kbornais@dol.ca
mailto:kbornais@dol.ca
https://vimeo.com/413742068




OPTOMETRISTS 
Dr. Anthony DiPasquale, 
Dr. Giuseppe DePinto, 
Dr. Peter DiPasquale, 
Dr. Lara DiPasquale 

80 Richmond Street  519-736-2406 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Council 2110 Assembly 2355       New members Needed 
Serving our Church and our Community.   

Join and become a proud member. 
Hall Rentals for all occasions catering to your needs 

190 Richmond Street, Amherstburg 
519-736-4870 

Remember. . . 

Let our advertisers 

know you saw their 

ad here 

Eat 
Shop 

Spend 
and Enjoy 
LOCAL 

please support the 
businesses that  

support your  
Parish 

Call 

519-736-5418 

for this space 

 

 

 

 

 

Brisebois 
Christian Bookstore &  

Gift Shoppe  
2475 Central Avenue 

This Space is Available 

It’s Wise to Advertise 

CYNTHIA A. THRASHER 
Barrister & Solicitor 

274 Dalhousie Street, Unit 102 
Amherstburg, N9V 0E8 

519-730-0003 
519-730-1676 

cynthia@thrasherlaw.ca 

 

This Space is Available 


