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Pastor 
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Seminarian Matthew Sawyer 

 
Pastoral Minister 

Kim Bornais 
 

Family and Youth Ministry 
Lisa Mullins 

Bookkeeper 
Shelly Bondy 

 
Secretary 

Karen McGuire 
 

Custodians 
Matt Sutton - Amherstburg 

Romy Mayea—Harrow 

Pastoral Council Chair 
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Finance Committee Chair 

To be determined 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Help Line 
Amherstburg - 519-984-7594 

Harrow - 519-971-2095 

All submissions must be in writing or 
emailed no later than Tuesday at 4:00 pm 

Baptism 
Contact Kim Bornais 519-736-5418        

kbornais@dol.ca 
 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - Amherstburg 11am - 12noon 

 or by appointment 519-736-5418 
 

Holy Matrimony 
Contact the parish office one year  

prior to your wedding 

      Weekday                    Weekend 
Tuesday 6:00pm - Harrow    Saturday 5pm - Amherstburg  
Wednesday 9am - Amherstburg   Sunday 9am - Harrow  
Thursday 9am - Harrow    Sunday 11am - Amherstburg  
Friday 9am - Amherstburg  
 

January 10, 2021 
Baptism of  the Lord 

Sacraments 

Our office is closed  
at this time 

Phone messages will be 
answered on Friday.  

Mass times have been suspended due to  
the Covid-19 Restrictions 

Bulletin Notices 

Parish Organizations 

Parish Staff 

Pastoral Team 

 



Our Christmas Collection  
 

St. John the Baptist Parish     St. Anthony of Padua Parish 
Christmas Collection $ 30,407.00     Christmas Collection   $ 6,170.00 

Please keep in mind our Christmas collection for many, has been a catch up for the entire year.  These funds 
were placed in the Christmas envelope therefore have been directed to the Christmas account.. 

 
e-Transfers for December $ 4195.00    e-Transfers for December $ 260.00 
  
Pre-Authorized Payments (PAP) Weekly summary  Pre-Authorized Payments (PAP) Weekly Summary: 
Regular Sunday Offertory $2,214.66    Regular Sunday Offertory $635.00  
Capital Account $978.83      Capital Account  $53.75     

Weekday Mass  & Mass Intentions  
Fr Matt will live stream Mass daily at 9am  

and will include your Mass Intention requests: 
 

 Tuesday, January 12, 2021   
† John D’Aloisio by Frank D’Angelis 
† Joyce Diemer by Ralph Craig 
† the Vandermuren Family by Drina 
 

Wednesday, January 13, 2021   
† David Bratt by AHCFOP 
† Agostino & Marietta Menna by Nick Menna 
† Barry Purdy by Theresa Bezaire 
† Alice Schneider by Marilyn Sutton 
† Bernadette Renaud by Valerie Stewart 
† Steve Kerester by Nancy & David Fox 
 

Thursday, January 14, 2021  
Sp. Int. the Vandermuren Family by Drina 
 

Friday, January 15, 2021    
† Alice Schneider by Lea Grondin  
† Cesidio & Lisabeta D’Angelo by Nick Menna 
† Bernard Colombe by Marilyn Sutton 
†Elizabeth DeBlois by AHCFOP 
†Jonathan Chiaramonte by Mom 
Sp. Int. Jeannette Damphouse by Rose Charles 
 

Gospel Reading  Mark 1:7-11 
      Jesus is baptized by John the Baptist. 
 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
Today we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. In 
most years, this feast is celebrated on the Sunday after 
Epiphany. When Epiphany falls on either January 7 or 8, the 
Baptism of the Lord is celebrated on the Monday after 
Epiphany. 
In today's Gospel we hear John the Baptist contrast his 
baptism of repentance with the baptism that Jesus will 
inaugurate. John the Baptist says that he has baptized with 
water, but that the one who is to come will baptize with the 
Holy Spirit. John's baptism was not yet a Christian baptism; it 
was a preparation for the Christian Baptism we celebrate 
today, and through which sins are forgiven and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit is received. In accepting John's baptism, Jesus, 
though sinless, united himself with all sinners. 
The baptism of Jesus is reported in each of the three 
Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Clearly, Jesus' 
baptism was an event of great significance for Jesus and for 
the early Christian community. Mark and Luke report the story 
from Jesus' perspective; the voice from heaven is addressed 
to Jesus. In Matthew's Gospel, the voice from heaven speaks 
to all who are present. The descent of the Holy Spirit on 
Jesus at his baptism shows that something new is beginning 
through the baptism and ministry of Jesus. 
The baptism of Jesus is considered an important 
manifestation of God in the person of Jesus, another 
epiphany. Jesus' baptism inaugurates his mission. Mark's 
Gospel moves quickly from the report of Jesus' baptism to 
Jesus' temptations in the desert to his ministry in Galilee after 
John's arrest. The end of the ministry of John the Baptist is 
the beginning of Jesus' ministry. In an analogous way, our 
Baptism inaugurates our mission as Christians. 
Surprisingly, on this the last day of the Christmas season the 
Gospel does not tell a story from Jesus' childhood. Instead 
the Gospel reveals Jesus' relationship to God: the Son of 
Mary and Joseph is also God's own Son. We believe that 
through Baptism we are also made children of God. 

Sunday Chuckle 



 
 

 
 

  
As we leave the Christmas Season 
 With the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord this weekend, we come to the end of the Christmas 
Season.  My thanks to all those who sent me and the staff cards or gifts.  We appreciated your kindness.  It 
was one way that we still felt connected to you because this has been an extremely unusual Christmas 
Season!  I am sure your family celebrations were very different than any other year.  Not being able to gather 
together definitely impacted things.  Hopefully, however, you were able to connect in some ways.  Here at the 
parish it was also very strange.  Celebrating Mass in an “empty” church and “speaking” to a camera were not 

the ways that I learned at the Seminary about being a presider. I am thankful that we have such technology to work with, but it 
is not the same.  However, the safety of our people is what is important, and if this temporary time of sacrifice keeps people 
protected, then this is what we must do.  Observing the increasing numbers this past week of COVID cases and deaths in our 
region only shows how dangerous the situation is.  We all must follow the guidance of the medical professionals to stop the 
spread of this virus. 

 
Office Closure 

Due to the virus lockdown, our offices are closed and much of our staff are working from home.  Thus, not all the 
usual tasks are being completed, only those that are essential and that can be done from home.  Karen will access the 
voicemail on a regular basis and will try to return calls as she is able.  If anyone has an emergency, i.e. somebody is in need 
of the anointing of the sick, please call the office and leave a message on my voicemail (519-736-5418, ext. 111).  If 
somebody is in the hospital though, contacting the hospital and requesting the hospital chaplain is the recommended 
suggestion due to all the “lockdown protocols” the hospitals have implemented. 

 
Phone Outreach to Parishioners 

As a Family of Parishes, your pastoral team is trying to still stay connected with you and to offer different ways to pray 
together.  With the limitations we have, this usually means we are employing computer/internet technology.  We recognize 
that not everyone has access to this or some are not comfortable in using such means.  Unfortunately, we do not have many 
other options, and are always open to ideas if you have them.  One alternative way that we are trying to reach out is by calling 
each of our parishioners.  This takes time, so please be patient as you wait to receive your phone call.  One issue that we are 
having is that a number of our parishioners have changed their phone numbers and have not notified the parish.  If this 
applies to you, please give the parish a call (519-736-5418, ext. 110) and let us know your new number. 

 
On-line Prayer Options 
 Regarding “on-line” ways of staying connected, we hope you are aware that daily Mass (9:00am) is live-streamed as 
well as the Saturday Mass (5:00 pm) for the weekend liturgy.  All Masses can be viewed live or later as they are recorded and 
left on our Facebook page “Amherstburg Harrow Catholic Family of Parishes”.  You can also find out various events 
happening in the parish by going to our website page www.ahcfop.ca. Beginning January 11th at 6:30pm each day a daily 
rosary will be posted on our Facebook page so that you can join members of the pastoral team in praying for our parishes and 
for your intentions.  As well, beginning on January 15th, we will be praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3pm on Friday’s (again 
found on our Facebook page).  My thanks to Kim for arranging and setting these up.  As I noted previously, the church is 
currently closed to all worship and devotional prayer, so these are the ways we are trying to continue praying as a community 
until we move out of lockdown. 
 
The Search 
 If you have not yet signed up for “The Search”, what are you waiting for?  Kim, with the help of Deacon Matt has been 
working hard to coordinate this and I am very excited and encouraged by what I have seen of this new program.  As Deacon 
Matt shared with us in his homily last weekend, this program is for anyone who is searching…searching for meaning in life, 
searching for a better understanding of God or of the Church, searching for answers to questions about faith, searching for 
answers about our existence and how we all “fit” together…the list goes on.  This is a seven week program beginning on 
Thursday, January 14 at 7pm that you can participate in by watching in the comfort of your home and joining with other 
parishioners to discover…  Please contact Kim (kbornais@dol.ca) or Deacon Matt (msutton@dol.ca) to register.  Pre-
registration is required.  No commitment if you find it is not right for you at this time.  However, do not risk missing it in the 
chance you think it may not be for you.  You never know until you check it out, that’s what I am doing! 

 
 

http://www.ahcfop.ca
mailto:kbornais@dol.ca
mailto:msutton@dol.ca


Confirmation: Our Confirmation 
Program is set to start in a few 
weeks.  If you have not 
registered your child yet please 
contact Lisa in the parish office 
asap.  (519-736-5418) 
lmullins@dol.ca  

 
If you are interested in helping us with the 
program (1.5 hours every other week) 
please contact Lisa for details. 
 
First Reconciliation/First Eucharist: If you 
haven't registered your child for the 
sacrament please contact Lisa in the office to 
do so. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

It’s easy and free to start 
enjoying FORMED! 

Go to signup.formed.org 
Type in and click on:  
Amherstburg-Harrow Catholic 
Family of Parishes 
Register with your name and 
email address 
Check that email account for a 
link to begin using Formed 
Its our gift to you that lasts the 
whole year through 

Matthew’s Musings 
 
 2021 is here! As the new 
year begins, we start thinking about 
resolutions. We begin to think of 
plans for living healthier, cutting 
down on junk food or maybe going 
to the gym. Perhaps we want to 
read a certain number of books by 
the end of this year. What resolutions are we making to 
God? We all desire a deeper relationship with the Lord, 
but how do we go about it? Making a large, elaborate 
plan won’t do. We will follow it for a little while but will 
ultimately abandon it after a period of time. I think a 
good practice for us is to choose one area of our rela-
tionship with God to improve. Maybe our desire is to 
grow in knowledge of Scripture? Instead of pledging to 
read all of it, start with a verse or chapter from a favour-
ite book in the Bible. If we want a deeper prayer life, in-
stead of dedicating an hour to prayer right away, start 
small, with 5 or 10 minutes and work our way up the de-
sired hour with God. I think taking these small steps will 
be beneficial in our overall journey towards a deeper 
relationship with the Lord.  
 

Seminarian Matthew 

 



Pastoral Ministers Corner 

Dear parishioners, 

 

 I hope that you and your loved ones are safe and healthy. You remain in my thoughts and 

prayers during this time apart.  

 The 33 Days to Morning Glory group made (or renewed) our Consecration to Jesus through 

Mary, on January 1. Many of them have shared that it was a beautiful experience and they learned 

a great deal. I am planning on offering another opportunity (33 Days to Morning Glory) to those 

of you who may want to participate. It will begin on February 20. More details will be provided in 

the upcoming weeks. Please pray about it and contact me if you have any questions. 

 Beginning on February 2, I will begin a new 10-week retreat experience, called “Consoling 

the Heart of Jesus,” with Fr Michael Gaitley. It is a continuation of the 33 Days to Morning Glory, 

but is available to anyone. There will be a Facebook group to join. More information will be given 

next week.  

 Our pastoral team will be praying the rosary on our Facebook page, beginning on 

Monday January 11. A video will be posted each day at 6:30pm for you to join us in prayer and 

petition to our Blessed Mother. Also, starting on January 15
th
 at 3:00pm, every Friday we invite you 

to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet with us. We look forward to sharing these times of prayer with 

you! 

 Do you know that the Bible is God’s love letter to you? Would you like to commit to daily 
reading of Scripture? If so, Ascension Press and Fr Mike Schmitz have given us a wonderful 
opportunity to read (listen) to the Bible in a Year. Here is the link to sign up: https://
ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-registration I have signed up for this and it has been such a 
blessing already. It is not too late to join me! Contact me for more information and also check out 
the Facebook group, to journey together:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/3864879360242196. 

Finally, The Search begins on Thursday January 14. It is not too late to sign up! Please see the 

flyer in this bulletin, or contact me if you would like to join myself and Deacon Matt on this 7-week 

adventure. It is open to anyone, near and far. Please do not worry if you are unfamiliar with Zoom. 

We are here to help you!  

I look forward to all the different ways we will stay connected in 2021. 

Blessings, 

 

Kim Bornais, Pastoral Minister 

 

https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-registration
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-registration
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3864879360242196


EXPLORE BEAUTIFUL MYSTERIES 

 

 

Why are we here? What is life all about? What happens when we die? These are some of life’s deepest questions, 

rooted in the human heart’s deepest desires: happiness, love, beauty, meaning. Where can we find the answers to these 

questions and these desires? Until satisfied, we are left questioning, longing, and searching. 

 

 The Search video series guides viewers through an arc of seven episodes, examining the great big story of 

everything—life and death, sorrow and happiness, science and faith—as astrophysicists, psychologists, astronauts, 

neuroscientists, professors, athletes, artists, and the beauty of the cosmos all point to one big (and perhaps surprising) 

conclusion: that Jesus Christ and the Catholic Church have the best and most satisfying answers to every one of the 

questions and desires of the human heart. 

 

Embark on the adventure! Discover the purpose! Begin The Search! 

When: Thursday January 14, 2021, and continues for 7 weeks 

Where: Online (through Zoom)  

Register: https://forms.gle/3dV2QSMaAusRnNZo9 

Questions? Contact: Kim Bornais (kbornais@dol.ca) or 519-816-8154 

                                or Deacon Matt Sutton (msutton@dol.ca)  

“To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek him the greatest  
adventure; to find him, the greatest human achievement.”  

(St. Augustine) 

https://forms.gle/3dV2QSMaAusRnNZo9
mailto:kbornais@dol.ca
mailto:msutton@dol.ca


OPTOMETRISTS 
Dr. Anthony DiPasquale, 
Dr. Giuseppe DePinto, 
Dr. Peter DiPasquale, 
Dr. Lara DiPasquale 

80 Richmond Street  519-736-2406 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Council 2110 Assembly 2355       New members Needed 
Serving our Church and our Community.   

Join and become a proud member. 
Hall Rentals for all occasions catering to your needs 

190 Richmond Street, Amherstburg 
519-736-4870 

Remember. . . 

Let our advertisers 

know you saw their 

ad here 

Eat 
Shop 

Spend 
and Enjoy 
LOCAL 

please support the 
businesses that  

support your  
Parish 

Call 

519-736-5418 

for this space 

 

 

 

 

 

Brisebois 
Christian Bookstore &  

Gift Shoppe  
2475 Central Avenue 

This Space is Available 

It’s Wise to Advertise 

CYNTHIA A. THRASHER 
Barrister & Solicitor 

274 Dalhousie Street, Unit 102 
Amherstburg, N9V 0E8 

519-730-0003 
519-730-1676 

cynthia@thrasherlaw.ca 

 

This Space is Available 


