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St. Vincent de Paul Help Line 
Amherstburg - 519-984-7594 

Harrow - 519-971-2095 

All submissions must be in writing or 
emailed no later than Tuesday at 4:00 pm 

Baptism 
Contact Kim Bornais 519-736-5418        

kbornais@dol.ca 
 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - Amherstburg 11am - 12noon 

 or by appointment 519-736-5418 
 

Holy Matrimony 
Contact the parish office one year  

prior to your wedding 

      Weekday                    Weekend 
Tuesday 6:00pm - Harrow    Saturday 5pm - Amherstburg  
Wednesday 9am - Amherstburg   Sunday 9am - Harrow  
Thursday 9am - Harrow    Sunday 11am - Amherstburg  
Friday 9am - Amherstburg  
 

February 14, 2021 
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sacraments 

Our office is closed  
at this time 

phone messages will be 
answered on Friday.  

Mass times have been suspended due to  
the Covid-19 Restrictions 

Bulletin Notices 

Parish Organizations 

Parish Staff 

Pastoral Team 



Weekday Mass  & Mass Intentions  
 

Fr Matt will live stream Mass daily at 9am  
and will include your Mass Intention requests: 

 
 Tuesday, February 16, 2021   

† Lucille Craig by the AHCFOP 
† Andrew Gyorgy by Gramma & Papa Gomes 
Sp. Int. Gods blessing on the 40 Days for Life Campaign 
 

 Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021   
† Gabriel Rosati by the AHCFOP 
† Anna Beneteau by the AHCFOP 
† Ignazio Galvan by Anna & Gino Savo & Family 
† Valentino DeThomasis by Anna Leardi & Family (France) 

 
Thursday, February 18, 2021  

† the Vandermuren Family by Drina 
† Lucille Craig by Ralph Craig 
 

Friday, February 19, 2021    
† John D’Aloisio by Maria & Donato Menna 
† Delores Specht by Olga & Leonard Beaudoin 
† Gabe Rosati by Leda Rosati 
† Gina Persichilli (Italy) by Anna & Gino Savo & Family 
 

Gospel Reading 
Mark 1:40-45 
Jesus cures a person with leprosy, who reports his cure to 
everyone. 
 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 In today’s Gospel, we continue to hear Mark report the 
miraculous healings that Jesus performed in Galilee. The Gospel 
begins with Jesus healing a man with leprosy. Leprosy is a 
disfiguring, infectious skin disease that has been surrounded by 
many social and religious taboos throughout history. In 1873, the 
cause of leprosy, also known as Hansen’s disease, was identified. 
We now know that leprosy is caused by a bacterial infection. 
Although it is infectious, modern medical studies have shown that 
transmission is more difficult than previously thought. Since the 
1940s, medical treatments have been available, and the patient no 
longer needs to be isolated once long-term treatment has begun. 
In Jesus’ time, however, religious and social taboos dictated the 
behavior of those with leprosy and other skin diseases. The Law of 
Moses provided for the examination of skin diseases by the 
priests, and if leprosy was identified, the person was declared 
unclean. People with leprosy lived in isolation from the community. 
They were instructed to rip their clothes and to announce their 
presence with loud cries when moving in the community. If the 
sores of leprosy healed, the Law of Moses provided a purification 
rite that permitted the person to return to the community. 
 In today's Gospel, the man with leprosy took the initiative, 
approaching Jesus and asking for healing. In doing so, the leper 
violated the religious customs of the day by approaching a person 
who was clean. His request to Jesus can be interpreted as a 
courageous and daring act. The confidence of the leper in Jesus' 
ability to heal him is evident in the words of his request. But his 
words can also be read as a challenge to Jesus, asking just how 
far Jesus was willing to extend himself in order to heal someone. 
While healing the man, Jesus touched him, which also violated 
established social norms. This is an important sign of the depth of 
Jesus' compassion for the man and an important statement about 
Jesus' interpretation of the Law of Moses. 
 Although Jesus touched the leper, he did not break 
completely with the Law of Moses. He instructed the man not to tell 
anyone about the cure and told him to present himself to the 
priests as prescribed by the Law of Moses. The first instruction 
sounds nearly impossible to honor. Certainly, the man would want 
to share the good news of his healing, and his quick improvement 
would require an explanation. The second instruction honors the 
Law of Moses. 
 Mark's Gospel tells us that after this healing, it became 
difficult for Jesus to travel freely. There are several possible 
explanations for this. There might have been concern about the 
repercussions of Jesus' breach of social and religious norms. In 
touching the man with leprosy, Jesus made himself unclean. 
Mark's narrative, however, leads to the conclusion that Jesus' 
movement was hampered by his popularity. Despite his 
instructions, the cured man spread the word about Jesus' healing 
power. Even when Jesus was in deserted places, people sought 
him out in search of his healing. 

This is our  
Facebook Online Schedule: 
 
Daily Mass:  
Tuesday to Friday 9am,  
Saturday: 5pm 
Daily Rosary: 6:30pm 
Divine Mercy Chaplet:  
3pm on Fridays 
https://www.facebook.com/amherstburgharrow 



 
 

 
 

  
 
 
What’s the latest? 
 This Friday has been a day of waiting.  We were anticipating an announcement that we would soon 
be moving out of the lock-down status.  But what level were we moving to?  What date would the change 
take effect?  What were the new “rules”?  With Lent beginning on Wednesday do we plan for a possible 
opening or not? Too many questions and few answers.   

 
 Well, we have received word that, as of Tuesday, our area is moving to the “red level”, which would permit us 
opening again to a capacity of 30%.  The Bishop has sent us a letter giving permission to open our churches for the First 
Sunday of Lent, i.e. February 20/21, for those communities that are ready or the Second Sunday of Lent for those who need 
more time to prepare.  I am pleased to announce that we will be open for our normal weekend schedule for February 
20/21 (5:00 pm Saturday and 11:00 am Sunday in Amherstburg and 9:00am Sunday in Harrow).  We will remain closed 
to the public celebration of weekday Masses for the coming week.  However, we will continue to have Mass available 
through live-streaming or recorded (9:00am each day Tuesday through Friday).  Our normal, “public Mass” weekday 
schedule will begin the following week February 23rd.    
 

Once again we ask for your patience and understanding as we work through this next phase of the COVID 19 virus 
restrictions and guidelines. 

 
Mandatory Masks 
We would like to remind you that masks (not face shields) are required by provincial law in all public 

buildings, which includes churches. The exemption remains in place for those who have a medical condition and for 
children under the age of two. Those who refuse to wear masks without a proper exemption will be turned away for the sake 
of the health and safety of all who gather in our churches. If you are exempted for medical reasons, we require written 
documentation from a medical professional. Also, when registering for Mass, you must advise us of your exemption, so 
that you can be seated in a designated area and advised on the protocols. 

 
Revised Guidelines for Registration for Weekend Masses 
 

Learning from our past experiences, we are making a few changes to the process to register for Weekend Masses: 
 
1. An email will be sent out to all those who receive our bulletin electronically on Tuesday at 9:00am each week which 
 will have the upcoming Weekend’s Mass registration link.  The link will also be posted on our webpage.  On-line 
 registration will not be open until 9:00am each Tuesday. 
 
2. Phone registration does not open until Tuesday at 9:00am.  Calling the office before Tuesday and leaving a 
 voicemail message will not result in you being registered for Mass. 
 
3. All registration (on-line and phone) closes at 4:00pm on Thursday. 
 
4. If you do not register to attend a Weekend Mass, you will not be permitted to enter into the church to wait.  We will 
 open the church to anyone who has not registered, providing there are seats available, no earlier than 10 minutes 
 before the scheduled start of Mass. 
 
5. If you register for Weekend Mass, you must be at the church no later than 10 minutes before the scheduled start 
 of Mass.  If you come later than that, your “registered” seat may be given up for somebody who is waiting for a seat. 
 
6. It is imperative that you sit in the seats that you are assigned and that you follow the directions of our 
 Ministers of Hospitality. 

 

 
 



How can I Financially Support my Parish? 
 Some have been asking how they can support their parish in 2021 with the continuing restrictions 
caused by COVID.  One way is to drop off a cheque (preferred over cash) at either St. John the Baptist (225 
Brock St., Amherstburg) or at St. Anthony of Padua (120 Munger St., Harrow).  Both sites have a mail slot so 
your envelope goes into the “office” and is not left outside in an “open” mailbox.  At St. John’s,  it is in the 
entrance area of the office in the wall and at St. Anthony’s a mail slot has been installed in the office door.  You 
can also mail a cheque for either parish to our Family of Parishes office at 225 Brock St., Amherstburg, ON, 
N9V 2H3.  Clearly mark on your check which church you would like the donations to be applied to.  Another 
option is to do an E-Transfer.  This involves transferring electronically your donation from your bank account 
into the parish’s bank account.  You go to your online banking website or app and add the parish you wish to 
donate to using the parish donation email account.  For St. John the Baptist donations, it is stjohnb@dol.ca and 
for St. Anthony of Padua donations, it is stanthonyp@dol.ca .  No password is needed as the parishes are set 
up for auto-deposit.  Lastly is the use of PAD (Pre-Authorized Debit).  With PAD you never have to worry 
about remembering to bring your envelope to Mass or be concerned that you can’t donate because you can’t 
attend Mass.  There is a form available on our website (ahcfop.ca) that you can print off and fill in.  Then you 
bring, or send, the completed form to the Family of Parishes Office (225 Brock St.) with a void cheque.  This 
will set up an automatic re-occurring withdrawal from your bank account to the parish of your choice each 
month (contact Karen, 519-736-5418, for further details of the frequency options for your donation(s) and the 
various donations, i.e. Sunday offertory, Easter, Christmas, Thanksgiving, etc. that you can make). 

Stations of the Cross 
A long-standing tradition during lent is the devotion of praying the Stations of the Cross.  This Lent we will 

continue that practice by streaming on our Facebook page the Stations each Friday at 10:00am.  Each week a different 
member of our pastoral team will lead the Stations and we invite you to follow.  This year we will only be streaming them 
and we will not be praying them in the church as a community. 

 
 

Prayer Series 
We are coming to the end of our journey with “The Search”, which many of you participated in.  Central to 

our “search” for God and our place in this world, is the need to be people of prayer.  The Search concludes on 
February 25th.  Beginning March 4th for four weeks, I will be leading a series on “prayer”.  It will be a basic 
introduction looking at “what is prayer”, “what is relational prayer”, “what is Lectio Divina”, and “what is praying 
with one’s senses and the Art of Prayer Journaling”. Each session, we will look at the “theory” as well as 
experiencing prayer in different ways.  God calls each of us to prayer, to a deep relationship with the Divine.  God 
desires to be in a prayerful, loving relationship with you.  What do you desire?  How do you find God through 
prayer? How do you discover how God sees “you” in prayer.  Each Thursday we will gather via ZOOM at 7:00pm 
for about an hour.  To register, please contact Kim (kbornais@dol.ca). 

 
 
Sale of The House 

As many of you noticed there has been a “For Sale” on the property, most recently known as “The House”,  
across the street from St. John the Baptist. The former tenants of The House found a new location some months ago.   
This property is owned by the parish.  We are pleased to announce that the property has been sold and the closing date 
for the sale is scheduled to be March 12.  As with any sale of this nature, there are still some details to work out, but we 
are very excited about this.  All net proceeds belong to the parish. We will keep you informed as details are confirmed. 

mailto:stjohnb@dol.ca
mailto:stanthonyp@dol.ca
mailto:kbornais@dol.ca


 

It’s easy and free to start enjoying FORMED! 
Go to signup.formed.org 
Type in and click on: Amherstburg-Harrow 
Catholic Family of Parishes 
Register with your name and email address 
Check that email account for a link to begin 
using Formed 

 ENJOY! 

 

 
First Eucharist: I will be contacting the parents of all registered first 
Eucharist children this week to check in and answer any questions you may 
have. 
 
Confirmation: We continue to meet with our young people via Zoom.  We 
have spent some fun times slowly getting to know each other in our 
groups.  Please continue to pray for them and the leaders who are 
journeying with them 
 

 

  

Matthew’s Musings 
  The Super Bowl always fascinates me. It is amazing that one football game turned into such 
a cultural phenomenon. Two of the best teams in the United States played for the championship this 
past weekend and that got me thinking. The players sacrificed a lot to be there. They dedicated 
hours to training, pouring blood, sweat and tears into a game they love. They travelled all season, 
spending time away from their loved ones, which would be especially hard this year due to the 
pandemic. All for the chance to fight for the ultimate prize. Brothers and sisters, what is the ultimate 
prize we are fighting for as Christians? We are striving to build the Kingdom of God here on Earth, 

so we can be with God in Heaven. Are we willing to put the same amount of effort into achieving our goal as the players 
in the Super Bowl were? Are we willing to train our spiritual muscles? Are we willing to sacrifice? As Lent approaches 
once more, we now have the opportunity to take time and reflect on our lives so far, where we are reaching success and 
where we still need to grow. I encourage everyone to take the time and pick one area of your relationship with God in 
which you want to grow. Whether it will be to spend more time in silent prayer with him, to start praying the rosary, or 
perhaps reading more scripture, the possibilities are endless. It may not seem like a lot right now, but starting from a solid 
foundation of prayer will help us grow into something special. Even Tom Brady had to start somewhere.  

 

FAMILY LENT ADVENTURE 
Just because we are cooped up inside staying safe and healthy 

 doesn’t mean we can’t have an adventure! 
We have put together a package of prayers, crafts, and activities  

for families to do together during lent.   
Together you will learn and pray and grow as we journey towards Easter. 

We have a limited number of packages. 
The last day to request a family lent package for delivery will be this Tuesday February 
16th.  You can call the office at (519) 736-5418 or email lmullins@dol.ca to request one. 

 
If you are interested in having one for your family please contact Lisa at  

lmullins@dol.ca with your name, address and number of children in your family  
We will be doing contactless dropping of packages between 

February 12th-16th 

mailto:lmullins@dol.ca


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 

 
 

Pastoral Minister 

 

 

 
Dear Parishioners, 
I am happy that we are able to celebrate Mass in-person for the first weekend of Lent (Feb 20/21). An email has 
been sent out to the Ministers of Hospitality to once again ask for their assistance in helping us to open for Mass. 
If you are a volunteer in this ministry, you should have received an email from me. Please contact me if you are 
able to help out. 
 
The Consoling the Heart of Jesus (Lent) Retreat is off to a great start. Please contact me if you would like to join 
us. It is not too late. 
 
Ash Wednesday is February 17. This begins the 40 Days of Lent. Have you prayed about how you would like to 
spend this time? How would God like you personally to spend this time? We know about the 3 practices of Lent: 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. These are great things to do anytime. Let us strive to be more intentional with 
what we do. These should not be “checkmarks” that we can cross off at the end of each day. We may know what 
we want to do for Lent, but how about what we want to be? Do we want to be more attentive to others? More quiet 
and thoughtful? Better able to know God’s will? More compassionate with ourselves? More patient with our 
family? 
 
In these few days before Lent, I invite you to join me in these suggestions: 
Ask God to help you to be open to the graces of this Lenten season. Let us try to let go of the things that can be 
an obstacle to a deeper relationship with God. 
In your prayer, think about what can help you grow closer in your relationship with God. Is it reading Scripture? 
Journaling? Silence?  
When fasting, think about how your fasting will conform your heart to Jesus. How will it purify your desires? 
Does your almsgiving bless others with the best you can offer? Can you think of ways to give your time? How 
about reaching out to others who may be lonely or suffering during this time? There are so many ways to give! 
I invite you to also seek out the different options that are available to you from our Family of Parishes. Check out 
our Facebook page and website regularly, or contact me and I can help you.  
 
May God bless you always. 
 
Kim Bornais 
 
 
LAST CALL FOR LENT PACKAGES!  
Please email me if you would like one of these packages delivered 
to you before Wednesday: kbornais@dol.ca. 
 
 

 



 

 

 



OPTOMETRISTS 
Dr. Anthony DiPasquale, 
Dr. Giuseppe DePinto, 
Dr. Peter DiPasquale, 
Dr. Lara DiPasquale 

80 Richmond Street  519-736-2406 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Council 2110 Assembly 2355       New members Needed 
Serving our Church and our Community.   

Join and become a proud member. 
Hall Rentals for all occasions catering to your needs 

190 Richmond Street, Amherstburg 
519-736-4870 

Remember. . . 

Let our advertisers 

know you saw their 

ad here 

Eat 
Shop 

Spend 
and Enjoy 
LOCAL 

please support the 
businesses that  

support your  
Parish 

Call 

519-736-5418 

for this space 

 

 

 

 

 

Brisebois 
Christian Bookstore &  

Gift Shoppe  
2475 Central Avenue 

This Space is Available 

It’s Wise to Advertise 

CYNTHIA A. THRASHER 
Barrister & Solicitor 

274 Dalhousie Street, Unit 102 
Amherstburg, N9V 0E8 

519-730-0003 
519-730-1676 

cynthia@thrasherlaw.ca 

 

This Space is Available 


