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All submissions must be in writing or 
emailed no later than Tuesday at 4:00 pm 

Baptism 
Contact Kim Bornais 519-736-5418        

kbornais@dol.ca 
 

Reconciliation 
by appointment 519-736-5418 

 
Holy Matrimony 

Contact the parish office one year  
prior to your wedding 

      Weekday                    Weekend 
Tuesday 6:00pm - Harrow    Saturday 5pm - Amherstburg  
Wednesday 9am - Amherstburg   Sunday 9am - Harrow  
Thursday 9am - Harrow    Sunday 11am - Amherstburg  
Friday 9am - Amherstburg  
 

February 28, 2021 
2nd Sunday of  Lent 

Sacraments 

Office Hours 
Monday ~ Closed 

Tuesday - Friday  9:00 am - 4:30 pm  
Closed for lunch  12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

Mass times and Location 

Bulletin Notices 

Parish Organizations 

Parish Staff 

Pastoral Team 



Please join us every Wednesday from  
1pm to 3pm  and  7pm—9pm 

For Adoration 
at    St John the Baptist Church  - 225 Brock Street  

Amherstburg 
 

Divine Mercy Hour at St John the Baptist Church 
Every Friday afternoon at 3pm in the church proper 

Come and pray for mercy on the whole world. 

Weekday Mass  & Mass Intentions  
 

 Tuesday, March 2, 2021  6pm Harrow 
†  Annina DeAngelis by Dan DeAngelis 
† Manuel C. Gomes by Delphia & Jose Pereira 
† Elgei LaButte by AHCFOP 
† Lucille Craig by Marlene Lovell 
 

 Wednesday, March 3, 2021  9am Amherstburg 
† Anna Pelaccia (Italy) by Anna & Gino Savo 
† Matt Cristofaro by Theresa Cristofaro 

 
Thursday, March 4, 2021 9am Harrow 

† Souls in Purgatory by Sizaltine Abreu 
 

Friday, March 5, 2021 9am Amherstburg    
† Barb Mayville by Bob Mayville 
Sp. Int. the Huntley Family by Marilyn Goggin 
 

Gospel Reading 
 
Mark 9:2-10 
Jesus is transfigured in the presence of  
Peter, James, and John.  
 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 On the second Sunday of Lent in 
each Lectionary cycle, the Gospel reading proclaims the story of 
Jesus’ Transfiguration. This event is reported in each of the 
Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke. This year, in 
Lectionary Cycle B, we hear Mark’s report of this event. 
 The context for Mark’s Transfiguration story is similar to 
that found in both Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospel. The 
Transfiguration occurs after Peter’s confession that Jesus is the 
Messiah and Jesus’ prediction about his passion. After this, in 
each of these Gospels, there is also a discussion of the cost of 
discipleship. 
 In each case, Jesus takes three of his disciples—Peter, 
James, and John—to a high mountain. While they are there, Elijah 
and Moses appear with Jesus. In Matthew’s and Mark’s Gospel, 
there is reference to a conversation among Jesus, Elijah, and 
Moses, but only Luke’s Gospel includes the detail that this 
conversation is about what Jesus will accomplish in Jerusalem. 
 Elijah and Moses are significant figures in the history of 
Israel. Moses led the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and received 
from Yahweh the Ten Commandments. In appearing with Jesus at 
his Transfiguration, Moses represents the Law that guides the lives 
of the Jewish people. Elijah is remembered as one of the most 
important prophets of Israel who helped the Israelites stay faithful 
to Yahweh. Some Jews believed that Elijah’s return would signal 
the coming of the Messiah for the Jewish people. This belief is 
evidenced in the question posed by Jesus’ disciples after they 
have witnessed the Transfiguration. The appearance of these two 
important figures from Israel’s history with Jesus signifies Jesus’ 
continuity with the Law and with the prophets and that Jesus is the 
fulfillment of all that was promised to the people of Israel. 
 On seeing Jesus with Elijah and Moses and having 
witnessed his Transfiguration, Peter offers to construct three tents 
for them. Mark reports that the disciples are terrified by what they 
have witnessed and that Peter’s offer is made out of confusion. We 
also notice that Peter has reverted from his earlier confession that 
Jesus is the Messiah, calling Jesus rabbi instead. As if in reply to 
Peter’s confusion, a voice from heaven speaks, affirming Jesus as 
God's Son and commanding the disciples to obey him. This voice 
from heaven recalls the voice that was heard at Jesus’ baptism. 
 In his Transfiguration, we see an anticipation of the glory 
of Jesus’ Resurrection. In each of the reports of the 
Transfiguration, Jesus instructs the disciples to keep secret what 
they have seen until after the Son of Man has risen from the dead. 
The disciples’ confusion continues as they wonder what Jesus 
means by rising from the dead. The disciples cannot possibly 
understand Jesus’ Transfiguration until they also witness his 
passion and death. We hear the story of Jesus’ Transfiguration 
early in Lent, but we have the benefit of hindsight. In our hearing of 
it, we anticipate Jesus’ Resurrection, even as we prepare to 
remember Jesus’ passion and death. 



 
 

 
 

  
 
 
“It is good for us to be here” 
 The above words are proclaimed by Peter in this weekend’s Gospel. For those of us who were able 
to attend Mass this past weekend, these were words that you probably would say too.  Not everyone is 
comfortable in returning to Mass and that is very understandable.  However, I found it wonderful to be able to 
celebrate Mass with “people” and not just a couple of persons.  We do not know how long we may be open 

with the threat of the new variants, but it is nice to come back.  Please continue to pray for all those affected by this virus.  
As we know it is impacting people’s lives in so many ways and increasingly is challenging our mental wellness.     
 
 Getting Back to “normal” 

 Now that we were given permission to re-open for Mass, we are also going to start returning back to some 
of our spiritual devotions.  So starting this week we will once again have times for Adoration.  We have decided to change 
our Adoration times to Wednesday only (i.e. we are moving the Thursday evening time).  Thus we will open the church for 
Adoration Wednesday from 1:00 – 3:00pm and 7:00 – 9:00pm.  We will be following the same protocols as before the 
lockdown – people must sign in when they arrive, keep socially distant, limited number of participants, etc. We are also 
going to begin praying again the Divine Mercy Hour at 3:00pm on Fridays. We will still continue praying the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet on our Facebook page each Friday at 3:00pm. 

 
Holy Hour 
 During the lockdown we introduced a “virtual” Holy Hour for the First Friday of each month at 7:00pm.  We 

are going to continue this practice, but now that we are no longer in lockdown, we are opening the Holy Hour to those who 
wish to attend “in person”.  We will still “live-stream” the Holy Hour, but now people can also come to St. John the Baptist 
church (once again, subject to the usual COVID protocols).  Please see the article on the difference between Adoration and 
Holy Hour elsewhere in the bulletin. 

 
Update on Cold Building, Warm Hearts? 
 As I mentioned last week we are having some difficulty with the heat.  We called in the service people some 

time ago, but there has been a delay in getting the necessary parts.  I am pleased to announce we have made some 
progress and the church is now functioning in a more reasonable temperature range.  It is still not working in the way that it 
should (sadly, this may mean, in the not too distant future, we may need to look at a new boiler system), but at least we can 
manage for now.  

 
Reminder: Prayer Series with Father Matt  

  This past week we came to the conclusion of our journey with “The Search”, which many of you participated 
in and found very powerful (thanks Kim and Deacon Matt for leading us).  Central to our “search” for God and our place in 
this world, is the need to be people of prayer.  Beginning March 4th for four weeks, I will be leading a series on “prayer”.  It 
will be a basic introduction looking at “what is prayer”, “what is relational prayer”, “what is Lectio Divina”, and “what is praying 
with one’s senses and the Art of Prayer Journaling”. Each session, we will look at the “theory” as well as experiencing prayer 
in different ways.  God calls each of us to prayer, to a deep relationship with the Divine.  God desires to be in a prayerful, 
loving relationship with you.  What do you desire?  How do you find God through prayer? How do you discover how God 
sees “you” in prayer.  Each Thursday we will gather via ZOOM at 7:00pm for about an hour.  To register, please contact Kim 
(kbornais@dol.ca). 
 
 Reminder: Stations of the Cross 

 A long-standing tradition during lent is the devotion of praying the Stations of the Cross.  This Lent we will 
continue that practice by streaming on our Facebook page the Stations each Friday at 10:00am.  Each week a different 
member of our pastoral team will lead the Stations and we invite you to follow.  This year we will only be streaming them and 
we will not be praying them in the church as a community. 
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 Reminder: Mandatory Masks 

 We would like to remind you that masks (not face shields) are required by provincial law in all public 
buildings, which includes churches. The exemption remains in place for those who have a medical condition and for 
children under the age of two. Those who refuse to wear masks without a proper exemption will be turned away for the 
sake of the health and safety of all who gather in our churches. If you are exempted for medical reasons, we require 
written documentation from a medical professional. Also, when registering for Mass, you must advise the secretary of 
your exemption, so that you can be seated in a designated area and advised on the protocols. 

 
 Reminder: Revised Guidelines for Registration for Weekend Masses 

Learning from our past experiences, we are making a few changes to the process to register for Weekend Masses: 
 

 An email will be sent out to all those who receive our bulletin electronically on Tuesday at 9:00am each week which 
will have the upcoming Weekend’s Mass registration link.  The link will also be posted on our webpage and Facebook.  
On-line registration will not be open until 9:00am each Tuesday. 

 
 Phone registration does not open until Tuesday at 9:00am.  Calling the office before Tuesday and leaving a voicemail 

message will not result in you being registered for Mass. 
 
 All registration (on-line and phone) closes at 4:00pm on Thursday. 
 
 If you do not register to attend a Weekend Mass, you will not be permitted to enter into the church to wait.  We will 

open the church to anyone who has not registered, providing there are seats available, no earlier than 10 minutes 
before the scheduled start of Mass. 

 
 If you register for Weekend Mass, you must be at the church no later than 10 minutes before the scheduled start of 

Mass.  If you come later than that, your “registered” seat may be given up for somebody who is waiting for a seat. 
 
 It is imperative that you sit in the seats that you are assigned and that you follow the directions of our Ministers of 

Hospitality. 
 

 



 

 

 
First Reconciliation & First Eucharist: Registration for the spring 
celebrations of First Reconciliation and First Eucharist closes March 1st 
2021. If you wish to have your child make the sacraments please contact 
Lisa in the parish office.  
 
Confirmation: Registration for Spring celebrations closes March 15th 
2021. Please contact Lisa in the parish office to register your child. 

 
Lent Package: All the Lent packages have been spoken for.  However, we do have copies of the 
Family Devotional available.  If you wish to have one for your family, please contact Lisa in the parish office to arrange 
pick up. 
 
Family & Youth Ministry Committee: I am looking to put together a committee of parishioners who are interested in 
helping assess the needs of our Families and Young people and can help formulate a plan to move forward.  Meetings 
would be held monthly, and I am asking for a year commitment.  If you think you might be interested please contact Lisa 
in the parish office for further details. 
 
The diocese has put together some resources for families to use during lent.  You can access them on the diocesan website 
at  www.dol.ca  and under the Prayer & Worship banner.  

 

  
 

The Difference between times of Adoration and Holy Hour 
    
 One of our favourite opportunities to pray together as a family has been our times for Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament on Wednesday afternoons and Thursday evenings when we are able to gather publicly. Unfortunately, the 
lockdown in December had suspended our ability to gather in person. Knowing how much our community loves praying 
before the Blessed Sacrament, the pastoral team looked for a way to bring Jesus to our family and our answer was to begin 
celebrating Holy Hours on the first Friday of each month. If you have been able to participate in our online Holy Hours, you 
would recognize some differences if you compared them to our Wednesday afternoons and our Thursdays.  
 
  On Wednesday and Thursday, the Blessed Sacrament is exposed for private prayer and adoration for everyone with 
no set time limit.  It is considered devotional prayer so people can stay for a few minutes or stay for much longer. There is 
not any official structure to the time.  The Holy Hour, however, is liturgical prayer and is a more organized time.  There is a 
defined beginning and end.  We gather together to hear the Word of God and a homily or reflection.  There are songs, 
prayers and a time of silent prayer, all directing us into a deeper relationship with Christ through the Eucharist. At the end of 
the hour, we have Benediction (a blessing) where the Priest or Deacon blesses the congregation with the Blessed 
Sacrament.   The expectation for a Holy Hour is that you are present for the whole time versus with our Eucharistic 
Adoration times, the length of time of one’s presence is at the discretion of the individual. 
 
 
  Now that the lockdown has lifted we have the opportunity to gather in person once again, so the pastoral team 
would like to invite you to attend our Holy Hour on Friday March 5, 2021 at 7:00 pm at St. John the Baptist Church in 
Amherstburg. It is an amazing time to grow in relationship with the Lord and we look forward to sharing it with you. 



 

 

Hello everyone, 

 

 

This week was our final session of The Search. It was an amazing series and it was great to see so 

many people join us. Thank you to all who helped out and attended. 

 

 

 

As Fr Matt has mentioned, he will be 

starting a 4-week series on prayer, 

beginning on Thursday March 4 at 

7pm on Zoom.  

 

To sign up, please email me at 

kbornais@dol.ca  

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for more opportunities to learn and grow in our faith in the near future! 

 

It was such a joy to be able to return to Mass this 
past weekend. I am very grateful to our wonderful 
Ministers of Hospitality. In order for us to be able to 
celebrate Mass in person, volunteers are essential. 
If you are interested in helping out, please contact 
me. We would greatly appreciate your help.  
 

 

Please know you are in my prayers and I look forward to what God has planned for our Family of 

Parishes.  

 

Blessings, 

Kim 

 

Pastoral Minister 
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It’s easy and free to start enjoying 
FORMED! 

 
Go to signup.formed.org 
Type in and click on: Amherstburg-
Harrow Catholic Family of Parishes 
Register with your name and email 
address 
Check that email account for a link to 
begin using Formed 
 

 ENJOY! 

 Yearly report from St. Vincent de Paul—Amherstburg 
 
The year 2020 was a year like no other!  We were blindsided by the immensity of the pandemic and 
had to very quickly adapt to an entirely new world.  We were able to maintain our home visits, but 
under Covid 19 restrictions, these visits were contact free.  We were, unfortunately, unable to send 
any children to camp this year and many of our usual fundraisers fell by the wayside.  We did make 

approximately 260 home visits, well below last year’s 408 visits.  It is our belief that the government subsidies, along with 
the generosity of so many other agencies and individuals in this time of need, led to this downturn.  It remains to be seen if 
that outside assistance will continue into 2021.  If not, our calls for assistance may rise again. 
 
 We would like to particularly thank our benefactors over this year: the Knights of Columbus, Meloche’s No Frills, 
Amherstburg Community Foundation, Ecole St. Jean Baptiste who held a fundraiser at Christmas time in lieu of their usual 
canned goods collection, those donors who have requested anonymity, and particularly you, the parishioners of St. John 
the Baptist Parish who have also made very generous monetary donations in lieu of our usual Giving Tree gifts.  We were 
able to provide 38 families with No Frills gift cards for Christmas dinners and Walmart gift cards to help Santa put gifts un-
der the tree for their 77 children.  Any remaining balance of these funds will go towards the purchase of food for what we 
may find is a very busy 2021. 
 
 We look forward to 2021 as a year when vaccines will be widely distributed, the pandemic will be better controlled 
and we can return to a more normal way of serving the disadvantaged in the community. Our Social Justice Committee is 
also working towards providing eligible families in our community with information and assistance to access government 
programs like Canada Learning Bond and Healthy Smiles Ontario.   
 
 As always, if you would like to participate in the work of assisting the poor and disadvantaged in our community, 
please feel free to contact me or any other member of the Society.  If you are unable to assist us with your time and talent, 
please continue to support us and those we serve with your prayers. 
 
Sharron Bombardier, President 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul—Amherstburg 

 



OPTOMETRISTS 
Dr. Anthony DiPasquale, 
Dr. Giuseppe DePinto, 
Dr. Peter DiPasquale, 
Dr. Lara DiPasquale 

80 Richmond Street  519-736-2406 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Council 2110 Assembly 2355       New members Needed 
Serving our Church and our Community.   

Join and become a proud member. 
Hall Rentals for all occasions catering to your needs 

190 Richmond Street, Amherstburg 
519-736-4870 

Remember. . . 

Let our advertisers 

know you saw their 

ad here 

Eat 
Shop 

Spend 
and Enjoy 
LOCAL 

please support the 
businesses that  

support your  
Parish 

Call 

519-736-5418 

for this space 

 

 

 

 

 

Brisebois 
Christian Bookstore &  

Gift Shoppe  
2475 Central Avenue 

This Space is Available 

It’s Wise to Advertise 

CYNTHIA A. THRASHER 
Barrister & Solicitor 

274 Dalhousie Street, Unit 102 
Amherstburg, N9V 0E8 

519-730-0003 
519-730-1676 

cynthia@thrasherlaw.ca 

 

This Space is Available 


