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St. Vincent de Paul Help Line 
Amherstburg - 519-984-7594 
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All submissions must be in writing or 
emailed no later than Tuesday at 4:00 pm 

Baptism 
Contact Kim Bornais  

 
Reconciliation 

Saturday - Amherstburg 9:45am - 10:30am 
 or by appointment 519-736-5418 

 
Holy Matrimony 

Contact the parish office one year  
prior to your wedding 

September 4, 2022 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sacraments 

 

Regular Mass Times and Location 

Bulletin Notices 

Parish Organizations 

Parish Staff 

Pastoral Team 

Office Hours 
Monday ~ Closed 

Tuesday - Friday  9:00 am - 4:30 pm  
Closed for lunch  12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

Pastor 
Rev. Matthew Kucharski 

ahcfoppastor@dol.ca 
 

Pastoral Minister 
Kim Bornais kbornais@dol.ca 

 
Family and Youth Ministry 
Lisa Mullins lmullins@dol.ca 

 
Deacon Leonard Tetreault 
Deacon Matthew Sutton 

 

      Weekday                    Weekend 
Tuesday 6pm - Harrow    Saturday 5pm - Amherstburg  
Wednesday 9am - Amherstburg   Sunday 9am - Harrow  
Thursday 9am - Harrow    Sunday 11am - Amherstburg  
Friday 9am - Amherstburg  

Our Mission Statement 
“Guided by the Holy Spirit, we are a welcoming, Eucharistic community, 

rooted in love and service, leading all to an encounter with Christ”.  



 Our Masses will be live streamed Tuesday at 6pm, 
Wednesday - Friday at 9am and Saturday 5pm  on  

Facebook: Amherstburg-Harrow Catholic Family of Par-
ishes. You can also view later once it is posted to our  

Website and Facebook page 

Weekday Mass  & Mass Intentions  
 

 Tuesday, September 6, 2022  6pm  St. Anthony 
† Jamie Liberato 
† Gabriel Teves by Maria Teves 
† Mary Schmidt by Rich Schmidt 
† Maria & Duarte Medeiros by Eduarda Teves 
 
 Wed.  September 7, 2022  9am St. John the Baptist   
† Oscar Bondy (5oth Ann.) by the Bondy Family 
† Kathleen L. Bornais by Rita Fata 
† Rose Ross by Mary Vespa 
† John Boyko by Susan & Perc Nicholas 
† Holly Beres by Mom 
 

 Thursday, September 8, 2022  9am St. Anthony  
† Evelina Pavao by Nicolau Mederios 
† Valerie Pereira by Albino Pereira 
 

 Fri. September  9, 2022  9am St. John the Baptist 
† Mary Lou Bezaire by Cecile & Don Bezaire 
† Joan Rouble by the Rouble Family 
† Isabella Ruzza by Madge & Wayne Moore 
† Carol Vuk by Kathy & Fred Kehl 
† Luke Adam by Josephine, Chris and Daniel 
Sp. Int.  Garnet Berthiaume by Dianne Fox & Family 
 

Financial Report for the Week of August 28, 2022 
 

 St. John the Baptist Parish      St. Anthony of Padua Parish 
Regular Sunday Offertory   $3,292.00   Regular Sunday Offertory  $1,035.74 
Debits / eTransfers  $2,212.70   Debits / eTransfers  $   685.39 
Dio. Assess (including Debits) $   721.93   Dio. Assess (including Debits) $   119.93 
General Donations  $    40.00   General Donations  $     25.00 
Total    $6,266.63   Total    $1,866.06 
 
Average weekly budget  $8,662.00   Average weekly budget  $2,824.00 
Shortfall / surplus   -$2,395.37   Shortfall / surplus   $  -957.94 
 
Capital Funds including Debits $   203.00   Capital Funds including Debits $     51.23 
Other: Vestments   $   700.00 
 
Gift Cards   Sales Profit $2,000.80   Gift Cards    Sales Profit $   244.95 
      $3,375.00 $102.50  $  102.50     
Year to Date Profit  $2,103.30   Year to Date Profit  $    244.95 

C 
ongratulations to our happy couples 

who celebrated their wedding in the 

month of August 

Jessica Fernades & Steven Teves 

Sarah Voegeli & Peter West 

Welcome into our family of faith for the month of 
August through the sacrament of baptism the following 
children: 
 

 Ophelia Fatallah  Karter Cadarette, 
 Mason McDonald Olivia Masters,    

Hunter Kanwar    
 

Let us pray for these children  
and for their families. 

 

For Everything there is a season. . . .   
“a time to be healed. . .”   

Please pray for those in our parish family who are sick 
and chronically ill. 

 
“a time to die. . .” 

Remember in prayer all deceased relatives and 
parishioners  who have past away in the month of  
August . . . 
especially. . Dino Gobbo, Mary Schmidt, Elizabeth 
Martin, Maria Salvitti, George Egervari, George 
Atherley, Manuel “Thomas” Silva 



 

 
 
 
 
Sundae Sunday enjoyed by all 
 
The weather was a question mark the one weekend, but that did not deter people from 

coming out to enjoy a Sundae.  Over 100 parishioners, friends and “people from the neighbourhood” 
came by to pick a sauce, choose some toppings and put a cherry on top of their Sundae creation.  We 
had a few wasps this year, but not as bad as last year.  Thanks to all those who came out to have a 
treat and help build community! 

 
Dispensation from Sunday Obligation 
 
 This week’s bulletin contains a letter from Bishop Fabbro explaining his decision to abrogate the 
general dispensation from the Sunday obligation effective September 6, 2022.  He also explains an 
option contained in Canon Law that may apply to those who still have some concerns about returning 
to active practice due to health reasons. Please read the letter and if you have any questions contact 
me by phone (519-736-5418, x111) or email (ahcfoppastor@dol.ca). 
 
Labour Day Office Hours 
 
Due to the Labour Day statutory holiday on Monday, our parish personnel (which normally gets 
Mondays off) is entitled to Tuesday as their “holiday”.  Thus, the office will be closed on Tuesday. 
 
Mini Putt Golf Tournament 
 

Calling all people that like to have fun!  September 18th, 2022 our Family of Parishes is hosting 
a Mini Putt Golf Tournament at Ure’s Country Kitchen and Mini Golf (6000 Essex County Road 20).  We 
will begin at 1:30pm with a shot gun start (i.e. we will have people starting at different holes all at the 
same time, rather than everyone beginning their game at hole number 1).  No skill is required (probably 
the less, the better!).  There will be prizes, but not necessarily for the best scores (remember the 
emphasis on this event is fun, not competition).  This is another way for us to come together as a 
Family to get to know one another and celebrate who we are.  Come as a family, as friends, as 
individuals…come as youth, as “more” mature… simply, please come and enjoy!  The cost is $5.00 per 
person and we ask that you register (by September 13

th
) by contacting the Office (519-736-5418).  

Numbers are limited so please register early. 
 

CWL Cookbooks 
 
 Our CWL has been working very hard for many months to create a cookbook. As you will note in 
the bulletin, they have succeeded.  Please support their fundraising efforts by purchasing one of their 
cookbooks for $15 – your tummy will appreciate it! 
 
Men’s Faith Group 
 
 Our Family of Parishes has a men’s group (named G.O.L.F. - Gentlemen Of Love and Faith) 
that meets twice a month at St. John the Baptist (details in the bulletin).  This is an informal group of 
men that gathers to discuss faith and share some fellowship.  As Catholic men, it is not always easy to 
find a group of men that you can share about life through a Catholic perspective.  Through this group 
you will learn more about your faith and will be given tools and encouragement to live as a Catholic 
man in our society.  With the challenges of family, or work, or one’s personal journey, it is always better 
to deal with things with somebody, rather than alone.  Come check it out.  
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Grieving the death of a loved one?  Consider joining our GriefShare group. 
Coming on Wednesday evenings this fall.  Beginning Oct. 19 - Feb. 1  
at St. John the Baptist Parish Centre, 225 Brock Street - Amherstburg 
We will share a meal, a short video  
and small group conversation. 
Watch the bulletins for more information. 

CWL Fundraising COOKBOOKS 
are now on sale $15 per copy  

To Purchase a cookbook  please contact:  
   Bonnie: 519-736-7121 
   Marilyn: 519-736-5829 
   Judith: 519-736-7147 
   Karen: 519-980-6373 
These books make a great birthday gift, dorm room send off,  
welcome to your new home, stocking stuffer. . .etc. 

Proceeds will benefit our local charities.  

Thank You from the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
On behalf of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, I would like to thank the CWL and our parishioners for 
the generous support of the CWL canned goods drive that took place from April to the end of June.  
During that time, we received approximately 350 bags of food for our cupboards which helped us get 
through the summer. 
 
I would also like to thank all of the parishioners who contributed to our Clothing Drive in June.  We were 
able to collect 57 bags of gently used clothing which helped the inventory at our local stores. 
 

The Knights of Columbus have generously offered us a fish fry which will be taking 
place on Friday, September 9

th
, with net proceeds going to St. John the Baptist 

Conference of SSVP, so please come out and support our conference and the K of C. 
 

We are so blessed to have such wonderful service groups and, of course, parishioners who have given 
so willingly and generously to help us continue to serve the marginalized people of our community.  We 
will continue to keep you in our prayers as we trust you will keep our members and those we serve in 
your prayers also. 
 
Thank you all. 
Sharron Bombardier, President 
St. John the Baptist Conference, Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Prayer for the New School Year 
Dear Lord, 

As our students begin a new school year, I pray that you will keep them in your care. 
Send your Spirit to open their minds to all that is true and beautiful and good, help them to 

see the gifts and talents you have given them and to use them well. 
Help them to grow in knowledge and wisdom.  Help them to be kind to others and lead others 

to be kind to them. 
Give their teachers patience and understanding and help them teach what is just and true. 

Send your angels to guide and guard our children and to keep them from all harm. 
Open their young hearts to your presence and enfold them in your peace and protection. 

Hold them in the palm of your hand and bring them home safely at each day’s end. 
Amen. 



First Reconciliation/Eucharist: There will be a Parent information meeting 
regarding First Reconciliation & Eucharist on Tuesday September 27th at 6:45pm at 
St. Anthony Church and Wednesday September 28th at 6:45pm at St. John the 
Baptist Church.  Both meetings will contain the same information.  You need only 
attend one.  
 

 
We would like to offer Children's Church for children aged 4-7 beginning this 
fall.  I would like to invite you to consider helping by being a Children’ Church 
Leader.  
 The children’s church leader will be responsible for planning and executing a 
Sunday lesson for children aged 4-7 during the entire 11am mass at SJB.   We 
are hoping each leader will be responsible for a session once every 4-6 weeks 
during the school year.  
Each week will have 2 adults; the main leader, and an assistant. 

 
• Police record check is required  
• Must be 18 years and older  
• All materials and training provided by the church (Lisa). 
If you would like to volunteer for this ministry opportunity, please contact Lisa in the parish office at 
lmullins@dol.ca or (519) 736-5418 ext. 113 
 

Confirmation Table Leaders needed.  I invite you to consider joining our 
Confirmation candidates as they prepare for the Sacrament.  Confirmation table 
leaders will be responsible for engaging 8-10 young people in conversation and 
activities each meeting.  The Confirmation coordinator (Lisa) will outline/ teach 
each meetings’ theme and the leaders will help apply it with the 
candidates.  Parents of candidates are encouraged to volunteer; however 
you need not have a child in the program, only a desire to journey with our 
young people as they grow in their faith. 
 

• There will seven 90-minute meetings beginning in early December and ending in early February.  
• 2 leaders per table  
• Training and materials provided  
• Police Record Check required  
• 18 years old and older  
If you would like to volunteer for this ministry opportunity, please contact Lisa in the parish office at 
lmullins@dol.ca or (519) 736-5418 ext. 113 

 
 
Birthday Greetings: If your child has a birthday in September and would like a card 
from the church/Miss Lisa please send their name, birthday and address to Lisa at 
lmullins@dol.ca 

Sunday Chuckle 
G.O.L.F. Gentlemen of Love & Faith 

Calling all gentlemen...  
 
Please join us as we begin our journey. 
 
We will meet every 1st and 3rd Monday of each month 
sharing faith and fellowship. 
Our first meeting will be held this Monday, September 5th at 
7pm in the Fr. Ware room of the parish center in 
Amherstburg. 
For more information contact Stephen at 519-563-5716 



You’re invited… 

Our Alpha series is quickly coming to a close. But there are many 

reasons to celebrate all the blessings that have been experienced 

through this event. We will be having a Celebration Dinner on 

Wednesday September 21, and you are invited! Come and share a 

delicious dinner with us, hear testimonies, and get a taste of what Alpha 

is all about. If you would like to come (and bring a friend or two), please 

call the parish office, or let me know, so we can plan for enough food. 

(Kim Bornais: kbornais@dol.ca or 519-816-8154) 

What: Alpha Celebration Dinner 

When: Wednesday September 21 at 6:30pm 

Where: Columbus Community Hall, Amherstburg 

Who: Everyone is invited! 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Starting Soon… 

Becoming Catholic: 
 
Did you miss getting baptized or confirmed 
when you were younger? 
 
Do you wish you knew more about what the 
Catholic Church is all about? 
 
Want to find out more about who Jesus is? 
 
We want to help you explore the answers to 

      these questions and more. 
 

                Sessions will begin in late September. 
 

Adults who are interested in becoming Catholic should contact... 

Kim Bornais: kbornais@dol.ca  or 519-736-5418 ext.115 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
 

RCIA Volunteers and Catechists Needed: 

 
Are you passionate about sharing your faith? 

Do you have a gift of hospitality? 

Would you like to journey with those becoming Catholic? 

If you feel called to this rewarding ministry, please prayerfully  

consider becoming a part of our RCIA team. 

 

We meet on Thursday evenings, beginning in late September. 
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31 August 2022  
 
To: The Faithful in the Diocese of London Regarding the Celebration of Sunday Eucharist  
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
It has been over two and a half years since our world was hit by the COVID-19 virus, which upset our lives in 
many ways, including how we celebrated our faith. It was unheard of, in our lifetime, to have to close churches 
and suspend the celebration of the sacraments of the Church. So many other places were closed as well, 
forcing us to find innovative ways to be present to others and get the things we needed. It was, indeed, a bleak 
time but one that put us in solidarity with the people around us. Our streets may have been empty of vehicles 
and pedestrians, but they were filled with many expressions of love and goodness as we witnessed 
neighbours caring for neighbours, and total strangers helping one another.  
 
It was the same in our faith communities. We were united in prayer and sacrifice but not in person, for the sake 
of the common good, in order to diminish the spread of the virus and keep people as safe as possible. 
Pastoral team members reached out by phone and internet to assure our parishioners that we were there for 
them, even behind the closed doors of the churches. Priests celebrated Mass in empty churches, and by the 
internet were able to remain in contact with parishioners. Many will remember the hardship we suffered when 
we could not even gather for Funeral Masses. We eventually saw the gradual re-opening of our churches. 
Numbers were greatly restricted, however, and congregations were sparse. It was then that we learned to 
practice physical distancing and new cleaning methods. Hand sanitizers and masks became normative in our 
small gatherings, as did abbreviated and simple Masses. I am very grateful to all – pastoral teams and staff, 
volunteers and clergy – who worked hard at the parish level to carry on in such extraordinary circumstances.  
 
That time without regular Sunday celebrations was not an easy time. Many of you communicated your desire 
to celebrate the sacraments, your desire to receive the Eucharist. In some cases, the best we could do was to 
offer up our suffering, in union with Christ. Throughout that time, along with other bishops across the country 
and across the globe, I extended to the faithful a dispensation from the Sunday obligation. Restrictions on 
numbers made it impossible for all the faithful to gather and, at the same time, we were concerned about the 
ways that the virus was spreading.  
 
All those sacrifices paid off. Over time, with the new vaccines and strict rules on our gatherings in public, we 
saw the gradual decline of the virus among us. It is still present, though, since we have just gone through the 
seventh wave of COVID-19 in our area, and some are still testing positive. Medical experts warn that the virus 
is not yet eradicated and have prepared us for future waves to hit. In light of the great strides we have made 
as a country and on the local level, we see that we have been returning to a more normal life as it was pre-
pandemic. The same is true in our churches. With no government-imposed restrictions and most pastoral 
activities returning across the Diocese, parish life is once again bringing people together for Masses and 
sacraments, for devotions and instructions, and for the many works of mercy for which our Church is known.  
 
Since our parishes re-opened, many of you have returned to the weekly celebration of the Sunday Eucharist 
and other sacraments. This is central to our Catholic faith. Watching Mass on television has been a long-
standing tradition for home-bound parishioners, especially the infirm and the elderly. Throughout the 
pandemic, televised and livestreamed Masses filled a need along this line, but there is more to our Christian 
faith and the celebration of the sacraments. Not only do we need to pray and hear the word of God together, 
but our participation in the Eucharist is the essential “food for our journey” as disciples of Jesus. It is here that 
we encounter the Risen Lord, not only when we hear his word and break the Bread of the Eucharist (Luke 
24:13-35), but also in each other in the faith community, and in the priest who presides over the prayer. 
Watching by TV or internet will never be the same or match the efficacy of what Jesus wanted for us when, at 
the Last Supper, he said, “Do this in memory of me” (Luke 22:19).  
 

DIOCESE OF 
LONDON 

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

1070    WATERLOO   STREET 
LONDON, ONTARIO N6A 3Y2 

CANADA 
519-433-0658 

FAX: 519-266-4353 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

It is appropriate, therefore, that I now lift the dispensation from Mass and remind you of the need to gather to 
celebrate our faith. The general dispensation from the Sunday obligation is hereby abrogated, effective 
6 September 2022. This is not done in any way to create hardship but to do as the Church has done from the 
beginning, that is, to emphasize what is important for our lives as Catholic Christians. In this spirit, then, I 
extend an invitation to all the faithful to return to the celebration of the Sunday Eucharist, “the Supper of the 
Lamb” (Revelation 19:9), and to the other sacraments. We are members of the Body of Christ, the Church, 
who together participate in the sharing of the Body and Blood of Christ, the Eucharist, so that we may 
become that which we eat; that is, Christ who serves others.  
 
On the day before he was to suffer, on the night of the Last Supper, Jesus said to his disciples, “I have 
earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer” (Luke 22:15). In our own day, the Lord no less 
desires to eat his Passover with us! With God’s grace we have the ability to respond to this invitation and to 
Jesus’ desire to share this meal with us. In his recent apostolic letter Desiderio Desideravi, issued on 29 June 
of this year, Pope Francis wrote: Before our response to his invitation — well before! — there is his desire for 
us. We may not even be aware of it, but every time we go to Mass, the first reason is that we are drawn there 
by his desire for us (DD n. 6).  
 
Pope Francis reminds us what the Second Vatican Council taught about our celebrations; that we are all 
called to full, conscious, active, and fruitful participation as we celebrate the Eucharist. This can only happen 
when we are personally present, but for this to happen the Pope calls us to rediscover, to safeguard, and to 
live the truth and power of the Christian celebration (DD n. 16). With the help of God, this is possible.  
 
I realize, however, that some of the faithful are still cautious and concerned about being in crowds. This may 
be due to ongoing health concerns related to the pandemic such as COVID variants, or pre-existing 
conditions such as a debilitating illness or the challenges associated with a long life. The Church’s law has 
always taught – and still does – that if you are sick or infirm, you are excused from Sunday worship (cf. Code 
of Canon Law, can. 1248 §2). The Church is sensitive to such needs. As your Bishop, I want to assure you 
that your parish wants to serve you in the best way possible. I encourage you to contact your parish with any 
particular need if you are unable to participate in the Sunday Eucharist.  
 
I renew my thanks, along with those of Bishop Joseph, for all you have done during the pandemic to care for 
each other, especially those who were in need. I thank you for your efforts to preserve and to promote the 
unity we share in Christ Jesus through your acts of love. Without the acts of charity, we risk sounding like 
noisy gongs or clanging cymbals (cf. 1 Corinthians 13:1).  
 
Bishop Joseph and I have already begun visiting Families of Parishes and will again be on the road to 
celebrate the Eucharist in our parishes. We are looking forward to celebrating the Eucharist with you!  
 

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

 

 

Most Reverend Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB  
Bishop of London 



Eat. . .Shop. . .Spend 
and Enjoy  
LOCAL 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Council 2110 Assembly 2355        

Serving our Church and our Community.   

Join and become a proud member. 

Hall Rentals for all occasions catering to your needs 

190 Richmond Street, Amherstburg  519-736-4870 

 
Please support the businesses 

that support  
our  

Family of Parishes 

Would you like to advertise in our 

bulletin? 

For pricing and more information, 

please call 519-736-5418 or                      

Email ahcfop@dol.ca 


