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HAPPY 
FATHER’S 

DAY 

LET’S BUILD A NEW PARISH HALL! 

FOOTPRINT OF RECTORY 
FOOTPRINT OF PARISH OFFICE 

Architectural Rendering 
of the future 
Community Room! 

It takes a special man like you, to be a great DAD— a man who puts 
his family first, who guides with strength and listens with LOVE. 



A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR  

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPIST 

“It is easier for a father to have children than for children  
to have a real father.” (Saint John XXIII) 

Dear Parishioners and Visitors: 

 I pray that you and your loved ones are doing well as the 
summer weeks approaching.  Please know that you are in my  
prayers during the celebrations of the holy Eucharist for all your 
travel destinations to be safe and free from Covid-19 illnesses. 

 June is a month of joy and accomplishment for many 
families because of graduation.  Parents are proud for their  
children; there is an inner joy in every parent that their  
self-sacrifices for their children were worth it.  

 Children from teenage to young adults are excited  
with their accomplishment. Their graduation either junior high 
school, high school, or university signifies a new chapter,  
a new path to follow or a new professional career ahead  
of their life.  

Cathedral Chapel School Graduation and  
CCS Alumni’s High School Graduation 

 Last Friday evening on June 11th, on the solemnity  
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, we celebrated the graduation mass  
and commencement ceremony for our thirty two (32) eight grade 
students and their families. This is our second graduation class 
during Covid-19 pandemic where our students studied mostly 
online.  

 Since March, we had a hybrid model of teaching where 
some students with their parents’ approval return to in person 
classroom. The joy on the faces of our students were amazing.   
I am grateful to the parents of our graduates for all their love and 
sacrifices, to our faculty and staff for their commitment and 
creativity, to our graduates for their achievement and their 
acceptances to the different high school.  

 Congratulation to some of our CCS alumni graduating 
from high school especially Gian Ibarrola. I have a niece  
graduating from Pepperdine Law school and another niece 
graduating high school.   

Father’s Day Celebration 

 I am thankful with all the living fathers here on earth 
especially during these months of the pandemic. Many are frontline 
and essential workers; they continue to work supporting not only 
their family but also others such as their loved ones and strangers 
alike. St. John XXIII (pope) said it best with his quote above.  
He captures a duty and responsibility of an authentic father.  

  This is my first year celebrating without my father present. 
There will be a big void in our family’s celebration. Instead of 
gathering at home, most of us will be at the cemetery. I now join in 
accompany with all of you and those in the  
cemetery especially with some of our parishioners  
whose fathers or husbands died in recent months:  

Michael Manion; Charles Day; Angel Bobis,  
and Wilfred Batara.  

Celebrations of the Sacrament of Initiation  
(Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist)  
during the Month of May 

 During the month of May, as a parish we joined with Pope 
Francis praying the holy rosary for an end to the pandemic.  I am 
thankful to members of our parish pastoral leadership for 
volunteering to pray with me.  

 For First Holy Communion, we celebrated seven students 
from our RE program, 22 students from CCS (class of 2021),  
9 students from CCS (class of 2019).  For confirmation, Bishop Clark 
confirmed 10 young people who achieve the fullness of the 
sacrament of initiation.  For RCIA, we had one man joined us this 
year.   

 I am thankful to Sr. Anna, catechists, and volunteers in  
RE program, Fran Manion, Cay Chiuco, Chris Carson with the 
RCIA, Ms. Kipp, Mrs. Valaroso, and Mrs. Anulet with CCS First 
Communion program. 

Gratitude to CCSV Parish Staff 

 As this fiscal year comes to an end, I want to thank our 
parish staff for all their gifts and support of our parish. First, I am 
thankful to Karen Hall in our school who will be retiring this month. 
I wish her and her husband, Stewart, fullness of health and happiness 
in this stage of their life of love and commitment.  

 I am grateful to Ms. Kipp (principal), faculty and staff 
throughout these many weeks of the pandemic. Finally, to Nancy 
(business manager), Mayela and Maria at the church especially 
during the last six months after the death of my father, I am thankful 
for all the work that they do each week especially with mass 
registrations and in keeping our parishioners safe.  

 May the Holy Family of God (Joseph, Mary and Jesus) 
guide you in all your endeavors.  Please continue to keep me in your 
prayers as I pray for you and your family during the celebration of 
the holy Eucharist.   

 

My WORD for the second 6 Months of 2021:  
VACCINATION (Effectiveness & Equitable) 

My WORD for the first 6 Months of 2021:   
FRONTLINE 

 
1 Corinthians 15:58 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work  

of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord  
your labor is not in vain. 



In this year of St. Joseph we will feature reflec ons from 
members of our pastoral liturgy commi ee and 

parishioners. This week, we reflect on St. Joseph’s role  
as a father to Jesus and what this role signifies  

to the fathers in our parish. 

What does being a Father mean to you? 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.” – Jeremiah 29:11 

When I think of being a Dad, I cannot help but think it is part of 
God’s plan for me.  Meeting Nancy Paz Galicia was not an accident, 
it was part of a larger more intricate thread in the fabric of Divine 
Providence. Becoming Tisha’s Dad was serendipitous, but within 
seemingly random happenings is always a pattern that we may not 
be able to fathom initially. 

From Scripture we can see that Saint Joseph was a righteous man.  
St. Joseph said "yes" to God by adopting Jesus, the Incarnate Son of 
God, as his own Child. Joseph's "yes" is very similar to the "yes" of 
Mary: just as it demonstrated her humility and obedience, so it also 
demonstrates his. 

I have always lived a rather simple life: Teach, Coach, Run, Repeat. 
To be given an opportunity to love and be loved (as I said in my 
wedding vows) by two “Angels” put on this earth just for me. This 
was the easiest “Yes” I had in my Life.  I was taught how to love my 
daughter, Tisha, by watching how my Mom and Dad loved my 
brother, sister, and me. They worked so hard so that we could have a 
good education, grow athletically, and spiritually. 

I remember watching my Dad annotate and specify the hardware 
details on architectural blueprints beyond his regular work hours.  
He did this while listening to USC play UCLA/PAC 12 in football on 
Saturdays just trying to earn enough money so that we could attend 
Cathedral Chapel School. Years later, I remember doing private 
tutoring after a full day of teaching and coaching at Daniel Murphy 
High School so that Tisha could attend Cathedral Chapel School. 
Our graduation pictures are on opposite walls of the entrance to the 
school office. Tisha’s picture is in color while mine is more of a 
grayish sepia tone. 

How did I know when I was really a Father? Well, that’s another 
question. 

As Tisha started high school at St. Monica’s Catholic High School, 
she joined the choral group called The Rainbow Riders. Mr. Archer, 
their director, had them perform solo at a “Coffehouse” style 
concert.  This was not easy for Tisha, because she was painfully shy.  
She sang and I started to cry.  It was just so beautiful.  She was 
finding her Voice. She was finding her Spirit.  

I did not teach her to sing and certainly not as lovely as that.  I just 
felt so proud that she had overcome a barrier, gone beyond a 
threshold that before she could not pass.  She had what it takes 
inside to do it…and now she knew it! 

Lao Tzu from Tao Te Ching: 'When the student is ready the teacher 
will appear. When the student is truly ready the teacher will 
disappear.” 

I have been a Laker fan all my life since Jerry West and Wilt laced 
them up in the Forum up to the present.  Kobe Bryant impacted my 
life greatly. As he neared retirement, he began reaching out to 
younger players and teaching them. From the time he retired until 
his last breath he was being the best Father he could be to his 
daughters. He was a #GirlDad.   

I am a #GirlDad.  

I asked my daughter directly about what I should write about in 
being a Dad, because I not only value what she thinks and says. She 
teaches me.  Every Day. 

She said, “Write about Kobe and what he said about the Journey.” 
She proceeded to quote practically verbatim the #8/#24 Jersey 
Retirement Speech that I had shared with her years earlier: 

“Lastly our daughters, Natalia, Bianca and Gianna. You guys know 
that if you do the work, you work hard enough, dreams come true. 
You know that, we all know that. But hopefully what you get from 
tonight is that those times when you get up early and you work hard; 
those times when you stay up late and you work hard; those times 
when don’t feel like working — you’re too tired, you don’t want to 
push yourself — but you do it anyway. That is actually the dream. 
That’s the dream. It’s not the destination, it’s the journey. And if you 
guys can understand that, what you’ll see happen is that you won’t 
accomplish your dreams, your dreams won’t come true, something 
greater will.  And if you guys can understand that, then I’m doing 
my job as a father.” 

Tisha, the student, has truly become the teacher. 

That is what being a Dad means to me. 

Mike Sheehan, Usher, Member of the Pastoral Liturgy Council 
Cathedral Chapel School, Class of ‘76 

————————————————— 

“A man does not become a father simply by bringing a child into 
the world, but by taking up the responsibility to care for that 

child.” [Pope Francis] 

INTRODUCTION Pope Francis has proclaimed December 8, 2020 
through December 8, 2021 as the “Year of St. Joseph”.  Our Pope has 
described the father of Jesus as a beloved, tender, loving, obedient, 
courageous, accepting, and hard-working “father in the shadows”. 

As a loving father, I feel some sense of delight of knowing that I may 
also have acquired some of the above- described attributes of St. 
Joseph while rearing up my own daughter, Vanessa Anne Dichoso. 

MY STORY – AS FATHER My wife Marilou and I brought Vanessa 
into this world on Valentine’s Day, February 1997. I contributed my 
own share of our joint husband-wife responsibilities of rearing up 
Vanessa by exemplifying a hard-working father of success in my 
career, being courageous by taking reasonable business risks for 
financial rewards for the family’s future, while promoting a loving 
character with empathy towards charity by helping the less 
fortunate.  As Pope Francis further elaborates: Children need fathers 
who will not try to dominate them, but instead raise them to be 
“capable of deciding for themselves, enjoying freedom and exploring 
new possibilities.”   

FATHER’S RESPONBILITY – SAVINGS FOR CHILD Just like St. 
Joseph, I was a hard-working father.  With a thriving CPA practice 
in two (2) locations, I immediately and instinctively focused on 
securing her future college education as soon as she was born due to 
the nature of my accounting and business career. Because I also 
understood the rising college costs each year, my first responsibility 
as a father was just that: immediately begin a monthly college tuition 
fund in 1997 – the year of Vanessa’s birth, including budgeting and 
planning for Vanessa’s future registration into the best elementary 
and secondary schools.  With patience, the funds created and 
accumulated through those years instead of hasty spending on vices 
or less important matters paved the way through her college 
education and dormitories with ease.  Worrying less about 
educational costs during her teens provided Vanessa with the main 
focus to enjoy the exploratory benefits of education and financial 
freedom. 



Religious Freedom Week 
2021: Solidarity in 
Freedom 

“Solidarity means much more than 
engaging in sporadic acts of 
generosity. It means thinking and 
ac ng in terms of community” 
(Fratelli tu , 116). 

Religious freedom allows the Church, 
and all religious communi es, to live 
out their faith in public and to serve 
the good of all.  Beginning June 22, 
the feast of Sts. Thomas More and 

John Fisher, the USCCB invites 
Catholics to pray, reflect, and act to 
promote religious freedom. Visit 
h ps://www.usccb.org/ 
commi ees/religious-
liberty/religious-freedom-week. 
June 22 - Adop on & Foster Care 
Pray that children wai ng to be 
placed in a loving home and the 
caregivers who serve those children 
will find strength and support from 
the Church.  
June 23 - Catholic Services During 
the Pandemic 
Pray that God would con nue to 
grant Catholic ins tu ons the wisdom 
and courage to serve a world 
suffering the effects of the COVID 
pandemic.  
June 24 - The Equality Act 
Pray that the dignity of all people will 
be respected in our country.  
June 25 - Church Vandalism 

Pray that Chris an witness in the face 
of a acks on our churches will 
convert hearts to faith in Jesus Christ.  
June 26 - Catholics in Nicaragua 
Pray for our Catholic sisters and 
brothers who are suffering in 
Nicaragua.  
June 27 - Conscience Rights for 
Healthcare Workers 
Pray that governments would respect 
the consciences of all people who 
care for the sick and vulnerable.  
June 28 - Chris ans in Iraq 
Pray for Chris ans in Iraq, and that 
people of all faiths in the land of 
Abraham may live in peace.  
June 29 - Free Speech  
Pray that Chris ans will have the 
courage to speak the truth with 
kindness and clarity, even in the face 
of adversity.  

FATHER’S RESPONSIBILITY – FORMULATING MORAL 
CHARACTER/FREEDOM FOR CHILD Despite living in the 
Westside, Marilou and I searched far and beyond our Westside-
based home for academically-acclaimed Catholic elementary schools, 
primarily because of its excellent teaching reputation, in addition to 
exposing Vanessa to develop her faith and moral character.  Even our 
personal Jewish friends hailed the Catholic educational system!  

Searching with due diligence as far as the San Fernando Valley for 
the best elementary Catholic schools, we found Cathedral Chapel 
School in Miracle Mile, which coincidentally was conveniently 
within our local home distance. Vanessa attended this highly 
acclaimed elementary school since kindergarten, which have won 
various academic decathlons, including two (2) state championships! 
Our due diligence in picking this school has paid off. And how time 
flies, she graduated Valedictorian in 2011!  Our Dichoso family 
attributes and thanks their teachers and staff for their past 
commitment in helping shape a responsible and success-oriented 
grade schooler Vanessa. She closes this chapter in her life with 
academic success, and a major part of my father responsibility 
fulfilled. 

The second phase of shared parental responsibility came into 
searching for acclaimed high schools, again far and wide. We chose 
Notre Dame Academy – an all-girls Catholic School in West Los 
Angeles. Our parental due diligence paid off the second time. 
Academic competition was fierce at this Blue Ribbon school where 
many of her fellow classmates were grade school valedictorians 
themselves. She graduated in 2016 with over 4.5 GPA. Her Class of 
2015 were accepted to the best universities and colleges, including 
MIT, Harvard, Stanford, UCLA, University of Chicago, Berkeley, 
LMU and USC. At this time, she had already made her independent 
decision as to her future career as well as the university of her choice. 
She accepted the offer from the #1 public university and the #1 most-
applied for university year after year: UCLA.  

FATHER’S RESPONSIBILITY – TOWARDS AN INDEPENDENT, 
SUCCESS-ORIENTED CHILD Vanessa’s consistent success as a top 

student formulated her life morally and into a success-oriented 
mindset.  The long history under excellent Catholic educational 
guidance established her moral character. For example, whenever the 
family travels, one of our first priorities is to find the nearest Catholic 
Church so not to miss the Sunday mass in another town or country.  
This strong moral character to her faith has been instilled in Vanessa, 
as she spent one (1) month in South Korea alone with her best friend 
last September 2019 exploring the countryside, while she sent us 
pictures of her attending various Sunday masses in different South 
Korean towns. 

The South Korean trip was her college graduation reward from 
UCLA, which included more academic and leadership recognitions 
in various organizations.  Her success as a UCLA college-student 
earned her an internship with BDO Seidman – a prestigious global 
CPA firm during her junior year. Ultimately, she received an even 
bigger, advanced job offer during her senior year to work for one the 
world’s biggest CPA firms with over $30 billion of revenues – KPMG 
- after graduation.  She chose the much respected CPA career on her 
own without parental influence since high school, following the 
footsteps of her dad.  At a young age of still 23 years old, Vanessa will 
continue to succeed professionally, financially, and morally.  She 
aspires that mansion, that expensive sportscar, that Bugatti as has 
described in her own words, all financially reachable as she succeeds 
as a CPA.  There is nothing wrong with these dreams. She deserves it. 
But I know she will not forget the charity and love that she is 
required of her faith. Vanessa can be reached at the KPMG Building 
in downtown: vdichoso@kpmg.com. 

As a father, I now enjoy the fruits of my labor after all these years.  I 
feel that I have accomplished the responsibilities as promulgated by 
our Holy Father Pope Francis. 

Van Gerard Dichoso, CPA, Parish Finance Council Member 



2021 TOGETHER IN MISSION 
ANNUAL APPEAL 

The Together in Mission 2021 “Forward 
with Faith” Annual Appeal. One in  
EVERY 5 parishes needs financial  
assistance and 1 in every 4 Catholic 
schools needs cri cal funds to keep 
their doors open. 

Our 2021 Parish Goal: 
$24,268 

Give online at togetherinmis-
sion.org/give 

Father’s Day Prayers  
 

God, our Father Bless these men,  
that they may find strength as fathers.  
Let the example of their faith and love 

shine forth. Grant that we, their sons and 
daughters, may honor them always with  

a spirit of profound respect.  
Amen. 

FATHER’S DAY NOVENA 
Living: Gary Herman Sr., Loreto Soriano, Gigs Ibarrola, 
Pete Perez, Michael Miller, Mike Sheehan, Edmund 
Lagman, Jimmy Navarro, Ed Rubrico, Hugo Baquiax,  
Rudy Tidalgo, Jerry Domier, Rudy Jenkins, Michael 
Luongo, Joseph Nadarajah, Wilson Winnek, Francisco 
Montalvo, Javier Miranda, Gregg Rue, Victor 
Benedicto, Gerald Wilkins, Joe Sias, Mikels Rilloraza, 
Louie Soriano 

DECEASED: Trung Nguyen, Sigmund Herman, Michael 
Manion, Charlie Day, Angel Bobis, Don Shewfelt,  
Filemon Celso, Perfecto Bermudez, Eugenio Lim, Gene 
Galicia, Dennis Sheehan, Claude Lagman, Arturo 
San ago, Wilfred Batara, Arturo Casino, Jim Holleran, 
Jean Bardeau, Alfons Ste ler, Ronald Foster, James 
Moore, Antonio Albarran, Herbert Coom, Edwin Celso 

Father’s Day is June 20th  
As a way to express our love for our beloved fathers, we will 
be having a Father’s Day Novena. 

For nine masses, starting Father’s Day, June 20th, the masses 
will be dedicated to all fathers, grandfathers, godfathers, 
fathers-in-law, or any man who has played a fatherly role in 
our lives.   

You can remember any dear father, living or deceased by 
using one of the envelopes in the back of the church.  All 
you have to do is write their names, include a donation and 
drop the envelope in the collection basket. We will place all 
the envelopes on the altar during the novena. 
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