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“Stewardship programs you can count on” 

 

Empowered by Grace! 
Bulletin Message – First Sunday 

 
 
 
Empowered by Grace 
This week’s theme “Empowered by Grace to Know Your Purpose” is the first week of our [five]- 
week stewardship emphasis titled “Empowered by Grace.” By grace, we understand that we 
were created for God’s purpose, not ours. Kind David wrote, “The Lord will fulfill his purpose 
for me” (Psalm 138:8). Through the working of the Holy Spirit, we can submit to God’s will that 
he might transform our desires to coincide with his. Please join us next week in both worship and 
Bible study when we focus on “Empowered by Grace to Serve.” 
 
 
 
 
 

    Empowered by Grace to Know Your Purpose 
 
ALL OUR THOUGHTS, WORDS, 
AND DEEDS ARE TO GLORIFY 
GOD. 
 
 
“From the rising of the sun to its  
setting, the name of the Lord is to 
be praised!  The Lord is high above 
all the nations, and his glory above 
the heavens!” (Psalm113:3-4). 



Empowered by Grace to Know Your Purpose 
 

Where are you looking to find purpose in your life? 
As Christians, we know the purpose that the world offers 
doesn’t in any shape or form resemble God’s purpose for 
our lives. The world promotes self-reliance and self-
promotion. The purpose promoted by the world is to 
accumulate more and more things to enjoy the good life. 
In the Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes, we read about 
King Solomon who had everything the world offered. His 
worldly interests and appetite were completely indulged, 
but he found no satisfaction or purpose in his worldly 
possessions or accomplishments: “Then I considered all that my hands had done and the toil I had 
expended in doing it, and behold, all was vanity and a striving after wind, and there was nothing to be 
gained under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 2:11).  We can discover our purpose in life only through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

The Apostle Paul wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). He is telling us that, when God is in control of our lives, we have new 
meaning and purpose. In essence, we live under new management. The old godless person is hardly 
recognizable as the new person in Jesus is created. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). God is now in 
control of our lives. We have a new master and a new purpose: to live for Christ. 
 
Purpose to Glorify God 

By God’s grace and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, who enlightens us through the Gospel of 
Christ, we acknowledge God as our Creator and Jesus as our Savior from sin. “Praise the 
Lord!...Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and forevermore! From the rising of the sun 
to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be praised!” (Psalm 113:1-3). 
 
Purpose to Do Good Works 

How blessed we are to be given the opportunity to be Jesus’ hands, feet, and mouth as he works 
through us. “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). 

 
Share the Good News: Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we are to share the Gospel with people in our 
neighborhoods, cities, and throughout the world (Acts 1:8). God has placed us among many people who 
do not know Jesus. With God’s help, we can become very intentional with our witnessing. He can open 
our eyes to opportunities and give us the words to speak. 
 
Love and Serve Others: Just as Jesus came not to be served but to serve, he wants us to live lives in 
service to others. Jesus tells us, “But whoever would be great among you must be your servant…” 
(Matthew 20:26). Greatness in God’s kingdom is characterized by willingness to serve others rather than 
being served. 



Give Generously: Created in God’s image, we have been made 
to be giving people. When we give, we display God’s image and 
likeness. Through our generosity, we give glory to our heavenly 
Father. We are to give the first portion of our incomes cheerfully 
and generously (2 Corinthians 9:7-8; 1 Corinthians 16:2). 
 
Purpose to Be Disciples 

We do not choose to be disciples. Jesus says, “Follow me” 
(Matthew 4:19). He calls us to be his disciples. Christ is the 
active agent. We are the passive recipients (John 15:16). We 
claim no credit when it comes to being disciples or making disciples. Such activity is God’s initiative 
and his work in us. Jesus’ love demonstrated on the cross prompts us to be his disciples. 
 
Purpose to Be Stewards 

A steward is one who has been entrusted with property which is to be administered according to the 
owner’s will or direction. God owns everything, “The earth is the LORD’S and the fullness thereof…” 
(Psalm 24:1). “‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ declares the Lord of hosts” (Haggai 2:8). No, 
nothing is ours, but God has given us the high calling of stewards.  

From the beginning God called us to be stewards: “Let [man] have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth” (Genesis 1:26). With such a high calling comes responsibility. With such 
high honor comes accountability: “Moreover,” writes the Apostle Paul, “it is required of stewards that 
they be found trustworthy” (1 Corinthians 4:2). May we, like the two faithful stewards we read about in 
the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), hear our Master’s gracious words, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant.” 
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Empowered by Grace! 
Lay Reader Presentation - First Sunday 

 
Our Purpose Is to Give God Glory 

This is the first week of our stewardship emphasis “Empowered by 
Grace.” The focus for this week is “Empowered by Grace to Know Your 
Purpose." 

In His prayer, Jesus told the Father, “I glorified you on earth, having 
accomplished the work that you gave me to do” (John 17:4). By 
fulfilling his purpose on earth, Jesus brought honor and praise to God. In 
the same way, when we fulfill the purposes God gives us, we bring him 
glory. In Rick Warren’s book, The Purpose Driven Life, he gives five 
purposes for your life that will bring glory to God: 

1. We bring God glory by worshipping him. 
2. We bring God glory by loving other believers 
3. We bring God glory by becoming like Christ. 
4. We bring God glory by serving others with our gifts. 
5. We bring God glory by telling others about him. 

Living the rest of your life for the glory of God may require a change 
in your priorities, your schedule, your relationships, and everything else. 
If you are on the path in life that is focusing on yourself with the goals 
of comfort and pleasure, you may need to pause for some self-
examination. Is this a path that will bring self-fulfillment? The path that 
glorifies God will likely be more difficult. Even though it won’t be easy, 
God will give you wisdom, strength, and faith to make the choice to live 
for Him. You will receive divine power through the Holy Spirit working 
through God’s Word. This power will enable you to choose the right 
path that gives God glory. In 2 Peter 1:3 we read, “His divine power has 
granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence.” How 
blessed we are to be able to tap into God’s power and follow his path 
that leads to abundant life with Christ now and forever in eternity. 


