
 

 



 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, MAY 17TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 

Saturday, May 16th 

8:00 a.m. +Bob Sweeney by Dcn. Ray & Clare Fischer 

Sunday, May 17th 

10:00 a.m. +Rick Wujek by Family 

Monday, May 18th 

11:00 a.m. + Leroy & Hester Full by Bruce & Jan Full 

Tuesday, May 19th 

6:00 a.m. +Rita Happ by Arlene Schmitt 

Wednesday, May 20th 

11:00 a.m. +Brian Faber by Tom & Mary Heitmann 

Thursday, May 21st 

6:00 a.m. + Stephanie Mahar by Tom & Mary Heitmann 

Friday, May 22nd 

11:00 a.m. Jenny & Diacono Díaz by Diacono Héctor Díaz 

Saturday, May 23rd 

8:00 a.m. +Dave Pohl 

Sunday, May 24th 

10:00 a.m. +Mr. & Mrs. Francis Ege 

 by Bob & Rose Ann Saylor 

Fr. Pilon to Offer Mass via Zoom 

Streaming Service 

Father Pilon has scheduled Masses on Zoom. The 

weekly schedule is below for anyone who can go 

online to Zoom (website:  zoom.us) and stream the 

Mass. The schedule is the same each week. Feel free 

to attend any Mass you wish to attend. You do not 

need a camera or microphone on your computer to 

be able to watch. Below you will find the necessary 

information. 

Please Read Carefully: 

There are a few instructions you will need to follow. 

1. Once you have logged into the meeting, please be 

sure to mute your audio input (your mic).  If 

everyone responds online it sounds horrible.  There 

will be one household designated as “the people” 

who will be heard by everyone, especially me so 

that I know when to continue. 

2. If you want to be a reader, just email me and let me 

know and I can schedule that to make it happen. 

2. (Cont’d.) You can go to the USCCB website and find 

the daily readings if you do not have a missalette 

and you want to follow along. 

3. Remember to respond at home as you normally 

would, just be sure you are muted. What you will 

see most of the time is the Chapel inside the 

Rectory here at Holy Cross, where I am saying 

Mass. 

We will use the same ID and Password, and the same 

Link, for each Mass. You can either click on the Link, or 

go to Zoom and enter the ID and Password.  They are 

the same for every scheduled Mass (it will say meeting 

on Zoom). The first time you go to Zoom you will have 

to enter a new id and password for yourself.  But it is 

free and you can attend any meeting you want.  Or you 

can download the app for your smartphone or iPad/

tablet. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 

Password: 811195 

The scheduled daily Mass times are as indicated 

under the “Mass Intentions” section. 

Feel free to share this, and as was said previously, 

the link, ID, and Password are the same for all of 

the Masses.  If there are any questions, Fr. Pilon 

may be reached by email at: 

frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

http://zoom.us/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
mailto:frppilon@holycrossmendota.com


 

 

 

Father Pilon’s Homily… 
Homily for the 6th Sunday of Easter, Year A 

 
s we hear in the first reading, Dea-
con Philip had his audience at-
tending closely to what he said 
and did. The actions of St. Philip 
the Deacon attested to the words 
that he proclaimed, in imitation of 
his Savior, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
When Jesus came near the end of 

His public ministry, he testified that the works 
that He had done were testimony to His claim as 
the Son of God and son of man. He would even 
say, “If you don’t believe me, believe the works 
that I do. They are the works of the Father who 
sent me.” It is why we read the Word of God at 
every Mass, so that the words and works of Jesus 
will be present to us in our own time. 

As we heard in the First Reading, many people 
were baptized after seeing and listening to all that 
Philip proclaimed about Jesus.  This scenario is 
present throughout the Acts of the Apostles, be-
cause they followed closely the command that Je-
sus gave to them before His Ascension, in Mat-
thew 28:18-20:  “Then Jesus approached and said 
to them, “All power in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me.  Go, therefore, and make disci-
ples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have com-
manded you.  And behold, I am with you always, 
until the end of the age.”  This command and mis-
sion was taken very seriously by the Apostles, and 
the early Church, and today’s reading is another 
example of it. 

Yet we also hear in this First Reading that the 
Apostles knew that Baptism alone was not 
enough “help” to follow the commands of Jesus.  
The Apostles wanted to make sure that they re-
ceived the fullness of the Spirit and that He was 
living among and in them so that they could fol-
low Jesus.  This does not mean that Baptism does 
not impart the Holy Spirit, because you do receive 
the Holy Spirit at Baptism, but this passage is re-
ferring to Confirmation.  The Apostles wanted the 
people to have “the other advocate” that Jesus 
mentions in today’s Gospel.  As Jesus says it is the 
Spirit of Truth and elsewhere tells us this advo-
cate will remind us of all that Jesus said and did. 

In today’s Gospel we hear Jesus speak about 
following His commands.  He tells us that follow-
ing His commands is how we show that we love 
Him.  It is not enough to say “Lord, Lord” but we 

 

to following Him as well, because it is in love that the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit all dwell within us and 
help us live the Christian life.  And yes, they dwell in 
us and are not just watching over us like an outsider.  
Jesus lived on this earth 2000 years ago and so He 
knows what daily trials we encounter.  Not only that, 
He forewarns us that the world will treat us in much 
the same way it treated Him.  This means that we can 
expect to be mocked and ridiculed for what we be-
lieve and try to live.  Jesus tells us that the Spirit that 
lives in us will not be recognized by the world be-
cause they do not know Him and cannot see Him. 

An Ancient Christian writer likened the Christian 
life’s connection to the world as being similar to the 
soul’s connection to the body.  Both the Christian and 
the soul give life to their counterparts.  Yet the coun-
terpart wars against them because they feel that 
their pleasures are being restricted.  The body and 
the world only seem to care about pleasure and what 
they can get out of the moment.  What the body and 
the world do not recognize is that true life is brought 
by the soul and the Christian.  The life the Christian 
tries to bring to the world is Jesus.  Jesus is the true 
life and the Spirit is the one who reminds us of that 
life and helps us live it out in the world.  That is why 
the Apostles wanted to make sure that the people re-
ceived the Spirit. 

St. Peter tells us 
to hold fast to our 
life in Christ and be 
willing to speak 
about Him to 
anyone who asks.  
We should not be 
ashamed or try to 
hide our identity as 
Christ-ians.  St. 
Peter also tells us 
to speak gently 
and respectfully.  
We will win hearts 
by 

  If force is all 
it takes, then Christ 
would not 

 
at Calvary and died 
for our sins.  He 
said in John 18:36 
that “My kingdom 
does not belong to this world.  If my kingdom did 
belong to this world, my attendants [would] be 
fighting to keep me from being handed over to the 
Jews.  But as it is, my kingdom is not here.”  Only 
love can win hearts and Jesus told us this when He 
accepted His passion and death.  And the saints and 
the martyrs bear true witness to this truth. 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 



 

 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 
Extended Eucharistic Adoration 

“I throw myself at the foot of the Tabernacle 

like a dog at the foot of his Master.” 

 ~ St. John Vianney 

Adorers Needed: 

Monday 2-3 p.m., 3-4 p.m. 
Tuesday 8-9 a.m., 10-11 a.m., 2-3 p.m., 3-4 p.m. 

Friday 9-10 a.m., 2-3 p.m. 

Chapel Coordinator, Karen Brandner 
1-815-915-6635 

Pray for an End  

to the Coronavirus  

Global Pandemic 
$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.   May  9 3086 50.00 Susanne & Mike Ballock 

Sun. May 10 2830 50.00 Brian & Molly Doughty 

Mon. May 11 431 100.00 Brett Chaon 

Tue.  May 12 42 50.00 Steve Manning 

Wed. May 13 3397 50.00 Behr Ketter 

Thur. May 14 3257 50.00 Doris Ryan 

Fri.    May 15 3464 50.00 Steven Schwemlein 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS! ! ! 

They make our bulletin possible. 

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Ascension 
Catholic Relief 
Bishop’s Seminarian Appeal 
Fuel 
Holy Land 
Easter 
Youth Ministry 

 
 

 
 
 

05/01/2020 
thru 

05/11/2020 

 
 

$7,796.60 
225.00 
365.00 
55.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
35.00 
55.00 
15.00 

   Give God what is just, not what is left! 

The 2019 Daily Dollars are here! 
A chance to win money and help our school! 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, MAY 17TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

Support Your Parish 

Even though we are not 

able to attend Mass to 

our fi-

nancial support. 

the diocesan website:  

https://cdop.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/parishes 

You can create recurring donations taken from your 

credit card, or make a one time donation. 

Please know that you may also drop your parish do-

nation envelope with your donation through the mail 

slot on the front door of the rectory. The money will 

still be counted and accounted for. The Business 

Manager is still going into the office briefly each day 

to take care of the mail and make sure all the bills 

are being paid, so any money  supporting the parish 

will also be able to be deposited into the parish’s 

bank account. 

* We are once again able to include the weekly 

offering tabulations in the bulletin. We will try to 

keep our bulletin up to date with the parish con-

tributions going forward. 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Alleluia, alleluia. Whoever loves me will keep my word, 

says the Lord,/ and my Father will love him and we will 

come to him. Alleluia, alleluia.    (Jn 14:6) 

You loved us first, Lord Jesus; help us to keep your commands 
and remain in Your love. 

http://www.ancarevet.com
https://cdop.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/parishes


 

 

What to Do When You Can’t Go To Mass? 

We are trying to compile a list of things to do during 
these times of quarantine-self and otherwise… 

 For starters, EWTN television and radio are 
excellent sources for prayers, and televised Mass 
viewing. In addition to the website https://
www.ewtn.com/ you can also use this resource 
by radio at 88.1 FM, and TV channels 275 if you 
are a Comcast subscriber, 370 for DirecTV, 261 
for DISH Network. They also have an app you can 
download to your smartphone. 

 Sunday Mass can be viewed at 9:30 a.m. on WGN
-TV Chicago 

 Relevant Radio is another excellent source of 
Catholic broadcasting and can be found at 930 
AM  on your radio. They too have an app to 
download to your phone, and a website https://
relevantradio.com/ 

 Don’t forget we have the subscription to 
Formed.org and there is no better time to take 
advantage of this powerful resource. 

 Magnificat has made the online version of their 
wonderful magazine available to anyone. To help 
them sanctify their day and to keep walking in 
the liturgical rhythm of the Church, we are 
honored to make our online version of 
MAGNIFICAT temporarily available to everyone 
for free. 

Free temporary access is also available in 
Spanish: 
www.magnificat.com/gratis. 

We are also happy to make available 
complimentary access to MagnifiKid. Visit 
www.magnifikid.com/free to view and download 
each weekly booklet of our colorful Sunday 
missalette for children ages 6 through 12. 

As we work through this time of quarantine, let’s 
remember to check on, and be kind to each other. 

 

Confessions are held  

on Wednesdays from  

12 p.m.—1 p.m. and on 

 

in front of Father’s garage. 

Please follow the signs as 

they will direct you. 

My Jesus 
I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, and I desire  

to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me 

to be separated from You.  
Amen 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

If you would like to spend some 

time before the Bless-ed Sacra-

ment, Fr. Pilon will livestream 

this Exposition, using the 

same site as is used for 

streaming the Holy Sacrifice of 

the Mass (see inside front cov-

er for instructions). 

The Adoration will stream from 

2:00—3:00 p.m. on Sunday. 

*Exposition will also be visible 

from Michigan Avenue, as 

well... 

Father will lead the  

Divine Mercy Chaplet at 

3:00 p.m. on Sunday, fol-

lowing the Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament. 

These additional devo-

tions will be every Sun-

day for the foreseeable 

https://www.ewtn.com/
https://www.ewtn.com/
https://relevantradio.com/
https://relevantradio.com/
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=5c99256208&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=34601392d7&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=34601392d7&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=3ce490eaec&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=3ce490eaec&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=87f0c82cf1&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=fd059d0d87&e=297cc1cfe7


 

 

 

 

 
OW WHEN the apostles in Jerusalem 

heard that Samaria had accepted the 

word of God, they sent them Peter and 

John, who went down and prayed for 

them, that they might receive the Holy 

Spirit, for it had not yet fallen on any of them; they had only 

been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid 

hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit “(Acts 8:14-

17) (emphasis added). 

We

As new converts to the faith, the Samaritans were an es-

pecially good example for others to witness, and when the 

Apostles in Jerusalem got wind of this conversion they were 

nearly overjoyed. You see, the Samaritans were not quite 

Gentiles, while still being distant kin to the Jews by virtue of 

their blood. This conversation necessitated sending Peter 

and John to Samaria to confirm these newly baptized people 

in their faith. We read that they had not yet received the Holy 

Spirit, and so Peter and John laid hands on them and 

prayed over them that they might receive the Holy 

Spirit. 

“Like”           us on at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross   by Brian Corrigan 

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have not checked out the new FORMED.org 
website, we strongly encourage you to do so. It is chock-
full of great videos, movies, eBooks and audio books, 
Bible studies, talks, and so much more! 

All you need to do now is go to: Formed.org and 
register an account by clicking on “Sign Up,” then select “I 
belong to a Parish or Organization,” find our parish by 
name, or zip, enter your email address and you’re in. It’s 
that easy! 

What can we recommend for this week? 
Shade: The Series 

Franciscan Friars of the Renewal 

 

 

 

 

 

This new acoustic series offers simple and uncut 
prayers from the heart to experience the Lord ’s 
accompanying presence and refreshment in the 

midst of your day-to-day journey. 

THESE Q & A ITEMS ARE ADDRESSING QUESTIONS  
USING THE BALTIMORE CATECHISM: 

† Before entering the confessional, how should we prepare ourselves 
for a good confession? 

Before entering the confessional, we should prepare ourselves for a 
good confession by taking sufficient time not only to examine our 
conscience, but, especially to excite in our hearts sincere sorrow 
for our sins and a firm purpose not to commit them again. 
† How should we begin our confession? 
We should begin our confession in this manner: Entering the 
confessional, we kneel, and making the sign of the cross we say 
to the priest: “Bless me, Father, for I have sinned”; and then we 
tell how long it has been since our last confession. 
† After telling the time of our last confession, what do we confess? 
After telling the time of our last confession, if we have 
committed any mortal sins since that time we must confess 
them, and also any that we have forgotten in previous 
confessions, telling the nature and number of each; we may 
also confess any venial sins we wish to mention. 
Further reading CCC ¶ [1485 – 1498] 

May is the Month of Mary 
We are delighted and consoled by this pious custom 

associated with the Month of May, which pays honor to 
the Blessed Virgin and brings such rich benefits to the 

Christian people. Since Mary is rightly to be regarded as 
the way by which we are led to Christ, the person who 

encounters Mary cannot help but encounter Christ 
likewise. For what other reason do we continually turn to 
Mary except to seek the Christ in her arms, to seek our 

Savior in her, through her, and with her? 

May she who experienced the cares and hardships of 
earthly life, the weariness of daily toil, the hardships and 
trials of poverty, the sorrows of Calvary, come to aid the 

needs of the Church and the human race. May she 
graciously lend an ear to the devout pleas of those all 

over the world who beg her for peace. May she enlighten 
the minds of those who rule nations. And finally, may 

she prevail on God, who rules the winds and storms, to 
calm the tempests in men’s warring hearts and grant us 
peace in our day. ~ Pope Saint Paul VI, Encyclical 1965

https://formed.org
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It’s that time of year! 

Even though our religious education school year 

finished with less than optimal conditions, it is time 

to look forward to the 2020-2021 school year. If you 

need to register your children please fill out the 

Registration Form that came along with this bulletin. 

Even if you have registered before, we need 

everyone to register again so we can be sure we have 

the most recent information for each family on file. 

We are also looking for parents and any other 

qualified adults interested in passing on our faith to 

the children of our parish, to join our dedicated team 

of teachers and staff. 

There are many ways to share your talents; whether 

you want to step into a classroom as a teacher-

catechist, a teacher’s assistant, office help, or as a 

volunteer before and after class to help ensure the 

safety of our students, please be assured there is a 

place for you! 

We are specifically looking for someone to teach the 

8th Grade Confirmation class to boys (preferably a 

male) and the 8th Grade Confirmation class to girls 

(preferably a female). We have an excellent program 

that is already organized with lesson plans, Teacher’s 

Manual, workbooks for students, as well as small 

books for the parents and sponsors of the students. 

help out with the religious ed program if financial 

hardship would otherwise keep the child(ren) from 

being able to register and attend the classes. 

I urge you to pray about it, and if you find yourself 

being called by our Lord to help in his vineyard in 

this way, please contact Mr. Corrigan, the Director 

of Religious Education by phone at 815.538.6151 or 

via email at briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com. 

Be a volunteer—all that’s missing is YOU! 

 

News from the Diocese 

Update: covid-19 

The following is the 
Executive Summary of 
the Bishop’s plan men-

tioned in his letter.  Of particular impor
-tance is the team that needs to be 
established here at Holy Cross and Sts. 
Peter and Paul churches.  I think that 
one team for both churches will be 
sufficient.  Also, I am looking for volun-
teers for the parish team as mentioned in the basics 
of the plan, #2 and 3. highlighted bulletin points.  If 
you are interested, you need to have internet access 
and be able to watch the webinars for the required 
training. As it says, we will need to be certified before 
we can open up our churches.  So if interested, 
please email me at frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 
and let me know.  I have a few volunteers already 
but would like a few more.  Or if you want more 
information, email me and I will try and answer your 
questions as best as I am able. 
God bless to you all – Fr. Peter Pilon 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This document is an Executive Summary of the multi
-phased protocols and procedures, known as the 
Plan, for reopening churches and resuming public 
participation in the sacramental life of the Church 
for the Catholic dioceses in Illinois. The 

utive Summary. The 
Plan has been developed by the bishops of the 
Chicago Province in consultation with and the 
approval of state and local public health officials and 
civil authorities. 

Four guiding principles undergird the multi-
phased Plan: 
1. Everything possible should be done to provide 
people the solace of the church’s sacramental life in 
a timely and reasonable way.    (cont’d Inside Back Cover) 

 

mailto:briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com
mailto:frppilon@holycrossmendota.com
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Catholic Diocese of Peoria 
Streaming Masses cdop.org 

Click on Coronavirus updates image 
Saturday Vigil: 

4pm:  St. Mary Bloomington; St. Patrick  

 Bloomington; Hancock County 

 Catholic; LaSalle Catholic; Logan 

 County 

5pm:  St. Joseph Pekin; St. Thomas Philo 

5:15pm:  St. Matthew Champaign 

5:30pm:  Immaculate Conception Monmouth 

Sunday Masses: 

7:30am:  St. Mary Bloomington 

8am:  St. Theresa Earlville; LaSalle Catholic;  

 St. Philomena Peoria; St. Thomas Philo 

9am:  St. Patrick Bloomington; St. Mary  

 Metamora; St. Jude Peoria; St. Vincent  

 Peoria; St. Pius X Rock Island; Nativity 

 Spring Valley 

9:30am:  St. Matthew Champaign; Christ the  

 King Moline; St. Mary Pontiac; Stark  

 County Catholic 

9:45am:  Sacred Heart Rock Island 

10am:  Holy Trinity Bloomington; Galesburg  

 Catholic; Hancock County Catholic;  

 LaSalle Catholic; Blessed Sacrament  

 Morton; St. Bede Peru 

10:30:  St. John Newman U of I; St. Edward  

 Chillicothe; St. Patrick Colona; St. Paul  

 Danville; St. Mary Lourdes; St. Mary  

 Kickapoo 

11am:  Fulton Cunty Catholic 

12pm:  Holy Trinity Bloomington 

Weekday Masses: 

7am:  St. Matthew Champaign; Nativity 

Spring Valley 

7:30am:  St. Edward Chillicothe 

7:45am:  St. Vincent Peoria; St. Bede Peru 

8am:  St. Theresa Earlville; Galesburg  

 Catholic; Hancock County Catholic;  

 St. Mary Kickapoo; LaSalle Catholic;  

 Logan County; Immaculate  

 Conception Monmouth;  

 St. Philomena Peoria 

8:30am:  St. Jude Peoria 

10:30am:  Holy Trinity Bloomington (Mon-Sat) 

11am:  Fulton County Catholic 

12pm:  St. Mary Lourdes 

12:10pm:  Sacred Heart Rock Island 

Spanish Sunday Masses: 

9am:  Immaculate Conception Monmouth 

11am:  St. Mary Bloomington 

12pm:  LaSalle Catholic 

Watching the Mass being celebrated on TV or 

online is surely not the same as being there in 

person, but it does offer us an opportunity to 

worship in community while at the same time 

being a shut-in. We can still hear God’s word 

proclaimed and contemplate the Blesses 

Sacrament while we perform an act of Spiritual 

Communion. 

https://cdop.org/


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Most Rev. Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C.                     Office of the Bishop 
  Office of the Bishop                         419 NE Madison Avenue 
    Diocese of Peoria                        Peoria IL 61603 
                                     Phone: 309 671 1550 
                                  FAX: 309 671 1576 
 

May 13, 2020 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

This letter comes to you as we continue to celebrate the great Feast of Easter. These fifty days leading to Pentecost are 

marked by unprecedented suffering as humanity has fallen victim to a perilous contagion. In addition to the threats to 

our physical wellbeing, we are suffering spiritually as the Covid-19 pandemic has required restrictions of our worship 

and active participation in the sacramental life of the Church. Surely, there have been moments in history when 

governments and rulers have persecuted Christians and banned their public worship. This is not one of them. Rather, 

the present restrictions come in response to an extreme medical emergency as local, state and federal authorities – 

specifically public health officials – legitimately fulfil their responsibilities to safeguard human life and the common 

good. They have based their reasonable guidance on careful consideration of empirical data and the best available 

disease-mitigation practices as they seek to contain the pandemic’s rampage through our communities. 

While everyone must exercise good citizenship in observing these restrictions, I call on the Catholic faithful, both as 

good citizens and as advocates for justice and charity, to comply with these regulations. From the first pages of 

scripture we learn that we indeed are “our brother’s keeper,” a truth that must inspire us as we are called to sacrifice. 

We should also be motivated to cooperate with public safety norms, given our reverence for life and human dignity. 

This is, at its heart, a moment to proclaim the breadth and depth of what it means to be pro-life, particularly as this 

virus preys on the most vulnerable in our midst. 

The good news is that a plan for a gradual reopening of our churches has now taken shape, as I note below. However, 

since our movements will be restricted as that plan unfolds in different phases, our priests will continue for the present 

time to offer Mass in private each day and to livestream and broadcast Masses where they have the capability to do 

so. These celebrations surely are not the same as gathering in our churches for Mass, but I know from hearing 

from many parishioners that they provide a great deal of solace and support in this time of uncertainty. 

We must be honest. We expect this situation to continue for some weeks, and any plan for reopening our 

Churches for public worship must include every precaution to ensure public gatherings do not create a second wave 

of contagion, thus squandering the gains made through our sacrifice in these days.  

With those realities in mind, I am heartened to announce that the Bishops have reached an agreement with the 

Governor on a multi-phase Plan for re-opening our churches for the celebration of the sacraments, private prayer, 

adoration, and Mass. As I share the Plan with you, both by way of an Executive Summary and the full Plan in the 

following pages, I also take this opportunity to express my appreciation to the many people who have coordinated 

efforts between the Bishops of Illinois and the Office of the Governor for the many hours they have given to designing 

and fine tuning this agreement. 

I want to assure you of my prayers for you and your family’s personal, material, and spiritual wellbeing. Together, we 

will move forward as devout believers and as responsible citizens. Again, I call on all Catholics to seize this 

moment to exercise faith-filled citizenship in a way that reflects our deep regard for life, our calling as disciples of 

Jesus, and our love of country. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C. 
BISHOP OF PEORIA 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, MAY 17TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 
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St. Mary’s Altar 

and Rosary Society 

Thank you very much, 
Nancy Goble, President 

2. The current situation in Illinois remains dangerous 
and fragile.  While much has been achieved, there re-
mains the potential that the gains could be lost by a 
second more virulent wave. 
3. Trust needs to be established that the top priority 
in any Plan is the safety and wellbeing of people. We 
cannot take for granted that people will return just 
because churches are reopened. 
4. Calling people to exercise faithful citizenship will be 
key. Each Catholic will need to take personal respon-
sibility for the common good as well as their own 
safety. 

With these principles in mind, a Plan to prudently and 
gradually resume the full scope of public sacramental 
celebrations, liturgies and faith practices, has been de-
signed. The Plan envisions a set of required measures 
and phases. There will be an ongoing review of the Plan 
so that adjustments are made in accord with new data. 

The basics of the Plan are as follows: 
1. A robust communications effort to inform parishes 

and parishioners of the Plan and any updates to it. 
2. Each parish needs to recruit non-vulnerable volun-

teers at the parish level to assist the pastor in im-
plementing the Plan.  

3. The selected volunteers are to complete training by 
way of a webinar. The training will begin the week 
of May 18. 

4. A required certification of readiness to reopen will 
be required of each parish at each phase. Each 
parish is to complete an implementation template 
confirming completion of all action steps and 

 

 of trained volunteers to execute it. 
5. Phase I allows for parishes to reopen for Baptism, 
Reconciliation, Weddings and Funerals with a limit of 
10 attendees. 
6. Phase IA allows for parishes to reopen for private 
prayer and adoration with a limit of 10 attendees. 
Given the training schedule noted above, it is antici-
pated that all parishes, if they choose to do so, could 
be opened by May 23 for Phase I and by May 30 for 
Phase IA. 
7. Phase II allows for reopening for weekday and 
weekend Masses for larger groups depending on the 
guidelines from the state and the capacity of the 
church building.  
8. Through ongoing discussions with pastors, health 
care professionals and civil authorities, there will be 
a review of the Plan at each stage with an eye to 
making adjustments in accord with new data. 



 

 


