
 

 



 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, AUGUST 2ND, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 

Saturday, August 1st 

4:00 p.m. +Paul & Margaret Joerger by Family 

Sunday, August 2nd 

9:00 a.m. +The Poor Souls in Purgatory 

12:00 p.m. +Pedro y Hermalinda Arteaga by Carmen Arteaga 

Monday, August 3rd 

8:00 a.m. +Christy Lilja by Kevin & Becky McPheeters 

Tuesday, August 4th 

7:00 a.m. +Temple Burger and Bob Kurek 

 by Tim & Lori McConville 

Wednesday, August 5th 

8:00 a.m. +Dave Pohl 

Thursday, August 6th 

7:00 a.m. +Karl Soliman by Family 

Friday, August 7th 

8:00 a.m. +Jim O’Neil by Dan & Angela O’Neil 

Saturday, August 8th 

4:00 p.m. +Jean Joerger by Deb Mahaffey 

Sunday, August 9th 

9:00 a.m. + 

12:00 p.m. Jessica & María Diaz for their birthday 

 by Deacon Héctor Díaz  

Lector’s Schedule 

Saturday, August 8: Brian Corrigan 

Sunday, August 9:  Andy Wujek 

Saturday, August 15: Nancy Goble 

Sunday, August 16: Rudy Arteaga 

Saturday, August 22: Clare Fischer 

Sunday, August 23: Brian Corrigan 

Saturday, August 29: Nancy Goble 

Sunday, August 30: Gwen Krenz 

If you are interested in getting on the list of Lector’s 

for the weekend Mass schedule, please contact the 

parish office, or briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com 

Thanks be to God, we are once again able to participate in 

the holy sacrifice of the Mass inside the church. 

Everyone should be aware that we are still restricted in the 

number of attendees we are allowed to have. Abuse of 

these restrictions, or stretching them in any way will surely 

be cause to lose our privilege of reopening the church 

building for worshiping together. 

We will have ushers to direct people to the proper pews; 
greeters to check people in, offer hand sanitizer and other 
support. Please be sure to follow the direction of the greet-
ers and ushers. 

It should also be noted that the church will not be opened 
more than 30 minutes before the Mass’s published start 
time. 

There will still be some details to work out and work on as 
we begin this new time of worshiping together, while main-
taining social distancing from our neighbors. Families living 
under the same roof will be allowed to occupy the same 
pew and not observe the otherwise required social distanc-
ing rules. Couples will be seated together, and single at-
tendees will be seated accordingly. 

*We do expect the strong likelihood that we may have 
more people wanting to worship in the church than we ac-
tually have room for. Please know that we will still have the 
loudspeaker set up so that people who cannot come into 
the church may still attend Mass from the parking lot. Com-
munion inside will be at the usual time during the Mass. 

Additionally, there are a few main points everyone should 
be aware of: 

No one should leave their missalette (or any other worship 
aids) in the pew after Mass 

Please leave the kneeler down to signify to the cleaning 
crew that the pew will need to be wiped down and re-
sanitized 

Continue to wear your face covering or mask until you 
leave the church 

=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

We are still in need of people willing to usher, greet, 
and clean the common areas of the church, and 
those church pews where someone has been 
seated. Talk to one of our volunteers to learn more! 

 

 

 

 

=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
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Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 
Extended Eucharistic Adoration 

“The culmination of the Mass is not the 

consecration, but Communion” 

 ~Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

Pray that our Chapel may soon reopen so that we 
may once again fall down in Adoration of Our Blessed 

Lord exposed in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

Chapel Coordinator, Karen Brandner 
1-815-915-6635 

 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  July  25 2699 50.00 Bear Fitzpatrick 

Sun. July  26 2248 50.00 Tim McConville 

Mon. July  27 532 100.00 Marjorie C. Jones 

Tue. July   28 2063 50.00 Ross Brunoehler 

Wed. July  29 1675 50.00 Brian Stamberger 

Thur. July  30 1164 50.00 Holy Cross School 

Fri.   July   31 3059 50.00 Mark & Juli Wixom 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS! ! ! 

They make our bulletin possible. 

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Peter’s Pence 
Youth Ministry 

Total 

For the Week of 

07/26/2020 

 
 

$3,769.52 
37.00 

112.00 
2.00 

35.00 
$3,955.52 

   Give God what is just, not what is left! 

The 2020 Daily Dollars are here! 
A chance to win money and help our school! 

Support Your Parish 

Even though we are not able 

to attend Mass to 

our financial 

support. 

the diocesan website:  

https://cdop.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/parishes 

You can create recurring donations taken from your 

credit card, or make a one time donation. 

Knights of Columbus 

Council 2090 

Sweet Corn Sales! 

Saturday, July 25th  

and Saturday August 1st & 8th. 

8 a.m. until…? 

C’mon out and buy some Fresh-picked 

Sweet Corn and HELP a very worthy 

Organization—and CAUSE! We’ll be at 

the corner of 8th Street & 6th Avenue. 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

 

Note to All Parishioners: 

Bishop Jenky has asked two things of us 
regarding Mass.  

1. Everyone, including the priest, must wear a 
mask when not speaking.  

2. We only receive communion in the hand.  

We've been doing our best to follow these 
directives, but now they are mandates so we 
must do them. 

https://cdop.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/parishes


 

 

 

Our Devotion for August is  

the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
By Brian Smith 

Back in the Middle Ages, many 
Catholics began observing 
special devotions around a 
particular theme each 
month —the Holy Name 
of Jesus in January, for 
instance. Today, many 
families are reviving this 
practice as part of the 
way they observe the 
liturgical calendar at 
home. By practicing 
monthly devotions, the 
core values of the faith 
will become more alive 
within your family. The 
beauty of monthly devotions is  
that there is no set way to cele- 
brate. So, be creative, make it fun, and adapt your cele-
bration to your own family. 

Here are some ways to celebrate the popular devotion 
for August, the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

Talking with kids about the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary means to 
recall the emotions of joy and sadness that Mary 
experienced in her own life. When you look at an image 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, you see a burning heart 
surrounded with a crown of thorns and pierced with a 
sword. The Immaculate Heart of Mary shows us that 
despite the sufferings of Jesus (crown of thorns), he 
loves all of us, regardless of our sins, and spilled his 
blood (the sword) in hope that we would join him in 
heaven. It is for this reason that despite the trials and 
sufferings of Jesus, Mary’s heart still burns with love and 
devotion. 

As the mother of Jesus, Mary experienced all of the 
same feelings that your own mother has for you. Whether 
you are happy or sad, your mother shares in your 
feelings (even if she doesn’t tell you). The Bible tells us 
that “and his mother kept all these things in her heart” (Lk 
2:51). We can share in Mary’s emotions and constant 
love for Jesus by recalling the mysteries of the rosary 
and by praying the seven sorrows. 

Feast Days & Memorials 

The following days can be connected to this month’s 
devotion. Click to learn more. 

4  St. John Vianney 
6  Transfiguration 
11  St. Philomena 

 

14  St. Maximillian Kolbe 
15  Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
21  St. Pius X 
22  Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
27  St. Monica, The Seven Joys of Mary 
28  St. Augustine of Hippo 
29  Passion of St. John the Baptist 

Bible Verse 

A take away for kids to memorize and/or include in their 
daily prayer. 

“His mother kept all these things in her heart.” (Lk 2:52) 

Prayer Prompts 

Questions to help propagate the faith with your children. 

• How can I bring joy to Mary by honoring Jesus and 
glorifying God? 

• In what ways do my sins hurt Jesus and cause Mary 
to be sad? 

• What sorrows have I brought upon my own mother 
that I can pray for? 

Live It 

Incorporate this month’s devotion with the virtues of faith, 
hope and charity. 

Faith 

Recite the following prayer as a family. 

The “Memorare” prayer is one that asks Mary for her to 
interceded for us that God might bestow the graces and 
blessings that we seek. The “Memorare” can be prayed 
whenever you wish, but is most commonly prayed 
following the conclusion of the rosary. 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, 
that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy 
protection, implored thy help, or sought thine 
intercession was left unaided. 
Inspired by this confidence, 
I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, my mother; 
to thee do I come, before thee I stand, sinful and 
sorrowful. 
O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my 
petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me. 
Amen. 
– “Memorare” from The Catholic Family Book of Prayers 

Hope 

Learn about God’s infinite mercy. 

Did you know that the month of August occurs in what is 
called Ordinary Time? Ordinary Time lasts approximately 
33 weeks of the liturgical year. The word “ordinary” does 
not mean it is an uninteresting time or that it is less im-
portant than other times of the year (such as Lent or 
Christmas). The word “ordinary” means “to order.” It is 
during Ordinary Time that we are called to grow in our 
spiritual life in hope of becoming closer to God. The color 
green is worn during this time to symbolize growth and 
hope in the salvation promised by Jesus. 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, AUGUST 2ND, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

http://pbgrace.com/the-holy-name-of-jesus-monthly-devotion-for-january/
http://pbgrace.com/the-holy-name-of-jesus-monthly-devotion-for-january/
http://pbgrace.com/the-holy-name-of-jesus-monthly-devotion-for-january/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/2
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/2
https://teachingcatholickids.com/12-tips-for-praying-the-rosary-with-kids/
https://www.immaculee.com/pages/7-sorrows-rosary-prayer
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=399
http://pbgrace.com/celebrating-the-feast-of-the-transfiguration/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=98
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/blog/9-things-to-know-about-st-maximilian-kolbe/4426/
http://pbgrace.com/celebrate-the-solemnity-of-the-assumption/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-pius-x/
http://pbgrace.com/queenship-of-mary/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=1
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/seven-joys-of-mary.html
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=418
http://saltandlighttv.org/blogfeed/getpost.php?id=58313
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/2
https://www.osvcatholicbookstore.com/product/the-catholic-family-book-of-prayers


 

 

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass in the church 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Wed: 8:00 a.m. Mass in the church 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession by garage 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass in the church 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession by garage 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Fri: 8:00 a.m. Mass in the church 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Sat: 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Confession by garage 

 4:00 p.m. Mass in the church, with communion 

 overflow in parking lot with communion distrib- 
 uted to parking lot attendees after Mass. 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

To recap, ALL Masses are moving back into the church, 
and if there is an overflow of the Saturday afternoon or 
Sunday Masses people may still participate from the 
parking lot and receive the Eucharist after. Daily Masses 
will also be moving back into the church, and social 
distancing must be practiced at all times. Masks or face 
coverings must be worn while in the church. If you 
occupy a pew, please leave the kneeler down to signify to 
the cleaning crew that the pew needs to be cleaned. 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Immaculate Heart of Mary… 
Charity 

Help the Church to grow within your own community. 

Many times we are called to pray for the well being and 
spiritual conversion of ourselves and of those close to us. 
On September 8, 1840, the Blessed Virgin Mary 
appeared to Sister Justine Bisqueyburo in France. 

Mary appeared to Sister Justine holding a green scapular 
in one hand and her Immaculate Heart in the other. Mary 
asked Sister Justine to spread devotion of the 
Immaculate Heart to others by distributing the green 
scapular. 

The green scapular (recall earlier that green symbolizes 
hope and spiritual growth), contains an image of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary on one side and an image of the Immaculate 
Heart on the other. When using the scapular to invoke 
Mary’s help, we are called to pray, “Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, pray for us, now and at the hour of our death.” 

The church permits that we may wear the green 
scapular, give a scapular to someone, and/or place it in 
the vicinity of the person for whom we are praying. We 
simply need to pray what Mary had asked us to and have 
hope that our prayers will be answered by God. 

For more information on the green scapular visit the 
Society of the Green Scapular. 

For more information about monthly devotions, see the 
Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy: #20, #32, 
#190-191 and the Catholic Encyclopedia: Special 
Devotions for Months. 

https://teachingcatholickids.com/the-immaculate-heart-of-mary-
monthly-devotion-for-august/ 

Zoom web address:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 
Password 811195 
Sun: 9:00 a.m. Mass in the church, with communion 

 overflow in parking lot with communion distrib- 
 uted to parking lot attendees after Mass. 

 12:00 noon Mass with all the same as above. 

 2:00 p.m. Adoration in the church and via Zoom 

 3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet in the church 

 3:15 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass in the church 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

“This is my beloved Son, 
listen to him.” 

 
The Feast of the 

Transfiguration of the 
Lord is 

Thursday, August 6th. 

http://www.greenscapular.com/
http://www.greenscapular.com/
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccdds/documents/rc_con_ccdds_doc_20020513_vers-direttorio_en.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10542a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10542a.htm
https://teachingcatholickids.com/the-immaculate-heart-of-mary-monthly-devotion-for-august/
https://teachingcatholickids.com/the-immaculate-heart-of-mary-monthly-devotion-for-august/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09


 

 



 

 

 

 

the other readings. Notice that the beginning of the 
passage tells us that when Jesus learns of John the 
Baptist’s death, he goes off by himself in a boat. This is 
presumably to mourn and to pray. 

The second thing I would like to point out is that it ac-
tually tells us there were many, many more than five 
thousand who were fed from this miraculous providence 
of the Son of God. The gospel says, “Those who ate were 
about five thousand men, not counting women and chil-
dren” (emphasis added). 

As Deacon Hector urged us a few weeks ago, let’s 
place ourselves in this story. We are gathered with our 
friends and family on the hillside, listening to this great 
teacher tell us of the wonders of God. Jesus is positioned 
above us, allowing his voice to carry over everyone who 
is gathered at the slightly lower elevation. One more 
thing I think is important to think about is the fact that it 
says it was evening when he made this miraculous meal. 
That means they would have been with him, listening to 
his words for the better part of the day, before it would 
have been time for the evening meal. 

Jesus himself seems to explain to us why this particu-
lar passage from Paul’s letter coincides with the other 
readings today. In his teaching, and remember he has 
been teaching them about the kingdom of God, he is not 
only indicating how great this kingdom is, but also how 
simple is the formula for those with ears to listen and 
eyes to see to grasp. 

This passage from Paul today begins with the ques-
tion, “What will separate us from the love of Christ?” He 
then goes on to list all of those things that will not be a 
blockade preventing us from attaining to that love. The 
general idea is that nothing, absolutely nothing can sepa-
rate us from Christ’s love. But that is not the end of the 
story… 

This passage is used as a reading very often at funer-
als because of its picture of hope. However, it is also fre-
quently used by certain Protestant denominations to bol-
ster their idea of an assurance of salvation. They believe 
if one simply states that Jesus is their personal Lord and 
Savior, that is all that is necessary. There are other verses 
they would use as well, but this separation from Christ is 
a big one. 

In conclusion, until we are with God—Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit in heaven, we are dependent on God’s 
providence. In God’s perfect Love and Mercy he provides 
everything we need, food for the body, food for the soul, 
clothing for the body, all so long as our faith remains 
strong. And the strength of our faith is what connects us 
to the love of Christ. The only thing that separates us 
from Christ is us. God will always provide. 

“Like”           us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross   by Brian Corrigan 

 of Jesus comparing the 
kingdom of heaven to various things. Of course 
today’s Gospel is not about the parables at all; 
rather, we have a scene in the life of the minis-

try of Jesus. 
A first perusal of the readings, primarily the First Reading, 

the Responsorial Psalm, and the Gospel, look to be in-
congruent with the Second Reading, from Saint Paul’s great 
Letter to the Romans. Let’s focus first on the readings that 
have to do with feeding the people of God, and then I will 
attempt to introduce thinking on why this letter from Paul 
would be included with these readings. 

In the First Reading, from the Prophet Isaiah, we hear the 
words of the prophet proclaiming the word of God to the 
people of God by way of invitation to the people to come 
and eat. . . . “come, receive grain and eat; Come, without 
paying and without cost, drink wine and milk!” The prophet 
continues to extend the invitation by offering a rich banquet 
that will lead to everlasting life and happiness. 

Our response today, “The hand of the Lord feeds us; he 
answers all our needs,” continues to illustrate how depend-
ent we are on God’s providence to care for all our needs. As 
much as we might like to think we are self-sufficient, that is 
far from the truth. Everything we receive comes to us from 
the hand of God. 

In the gospel, we hear of the miraculous feeding of five 
thousand people from five loaves and two fish. 

There are a couple of things I would like to point out from 
the gospel today before we look at it for its connection to 

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have not checked out the new FORMED.org 
website, we strongly encourage you to do so. It is chock-
full of great videos, movies, eBooks and audio books, 
Bible studies, talks, and so much more! 

All you need to do now is go to: Formed.org and 
register an account by clicking on “Sign Up,” then select “I 
belong to a Parish or Organization,” find our parish by 
name, or zip, enter your email address and you’re in. It’s 
that easy! 

What can we recommend for this week? 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Barron illuminates with conviction that Jesus of 

Nazareth is the promised Messiah and revelation of 

God become man. He shows how Jesus fulfills the four 

tasks of the Messiah according to the Old and New 

Testaments and how the living legacy of Christ is 

proclaimed by the Church. 

THESE EXCERPTS ARE FROM THE COMPENDIUM OF THE CCC. 

† What are the next stages of God’s Revelation? 
God chose Abram, calling him out of his country, making him 
“the father of a multitude of nations” (Genesis 17:5), and 
promising to bless in him “all the nations of the earth” (Genesis 
12:3). The people descended from Abraham would be the trustee 
of the divine promise made to the patriarchs. God formed Israel 
as his chosen people, freeing them from slavery in Egypt, 
establishing with them a new covenant of Mount Sinai, and, 
through Moses giving them his law. The prophets proclaimed a 
radical redemption of the people and a salvation which would 
include all nations in a new and everlasting covenant. From the 
people of Israel and the house of King David, would be born the 
Messiah, Jesus. 

Further reading CCC ¶ [59-64, 72] 

† What is the full and definitive stage of God’s Revelation? 
The full and definitive stages of God’s revelation is 
accomplished in his Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, the 
mediator and fullness of Revelation. He, being the only-
begotten Son of God made man, is the perfect and definitive 
Word of the Father. In the sending of the Son and the gift of 
the Spirit, Revelation is now fully complete, although the faith 
of the Church must gradually grasp its full significance over the 
course of centuries. 
“In giving us his Son, his only and definitive Word, God spoke 
everything to us at once in this sole Word, and he has no more 
to say.” (Saint John of the Cross) 

Further reading CCC ¶ [65-66, 73] 

"All the good works in the world are not equal to the 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass because they are the 

works of men; but the Mass is the work of God. 

Martyrdom is nothing in comparison for it is but the 

sacrifice of man to God; but the Mass is the sacrifice 

of God for man." 

  ~ St. John Vianney, Cure d'Ars 

The Memorial for St. John Vianney is Tuesday, August 4th

https://formed.org


 

 

Sister Mary Dominic Joerger, OP 

75 years 

ORDER: Dominican Sisters of Springfield, Illinois 

CURRENT ASSIGNMENT: Ministry of Prayer 

ADDRESS: Sacred Heart Convent, 1237 W. 

Monroe St., Springfield, IL 62704 

HOMETOWN: Mendota  

HOME PARISH: Holy Cross, Mendota 

PROFESSED VOWS: June 13, 1945, at Sacred Heart Convent, 

Springfield 

EDUCATION: Bachelor’s degree in education from DePaul 

University; K-12 teaching and supervision certificate; 

master’s degree in elementary education from the 

University of Illinois 

MINISTRIES: A longtime educator, Sister Mary Dominic 

served at schools in Illinois and Minnesota, and was a parish 

volunteer in Springfield. In the Diocese of Peoria, she taught 

fifth grade at Holy Cross in Mendota from 1968 to 1969. 

CELEBRATION PLANS: A private celebration with the 

Dominican Sisters is planned for August 8. 

First Communion Date Set 

We have set the First Communion dates for those 

students who were preparing in the 2019-2020 

school year. 

 First Communion celebrated in English 

will be scheduled for 2:00 p.m., Sunday, 

September 13th. 

 First Communion celebrated in Spanish 

will be scheduled for 2:00 p.m., Sunday, 

September 20th. 
As the church is still to be seated only according 

to social distancing, extra precautions will need to 

be put in place. We will still be able to have families 

occupy a single pew—as long as the pew’s occu-

pants are living under the same roof. We will have 

very limited extra seating, so it is recommended 

that only the immediate family attend the Mass. Of 

course you may still have your family celebrations to 

honor the First Communicant, but we strongly urge 

only the immediate family attend the First Commun-

ion Mass. 

All banners must be turned in NO LATER THAN 

FRIDAY AUGUST 21st. Remember to include the 

child’s first and last names on the banner. The ban-

ners may be dropped off at the parish office during 

office hours, or left on the bench after hours. 

One last note: Father Pilon will also be schedul-

ing a Reconciliation Service and Rehearsal for the 

students near the end of this month. 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  



 

 



 

 



 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, AUGUST 2ND, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

For Daily Mass  
Seating and Cleaning 

To MINIMIZE the daily cleaning of pews that will be re-

used by the same household during the week (Monday thru 

Friday).  Fold this paper marker and place on the top outer 

edge of the pew indicating it has been used and that you may 

return before Saturday.  Please REMOVE the marker on Fri-

day and take it with you to be reused the following week. 

Leave the marker even if you unexpectedly do not return, the 

pew will be cleaned every Friday.  Cleaning volunteers will 

sanitize pews for the weekend Mass scheduled.  Announce-

ments for funeral Mass or special liturgies will require remov-

ing the marker for pre event cleaning as needed.  Unclaimed 

markers on Friday will be collected and placed in a box for 

reuse the following week, or take a new marker for your pew.  

Continue to leave the kneeler down while your family marker 

is in place as a sign that it is in use and has not been cleaned.  



 

 

AN OPEN LETTER TO PARISHIONERS 

REGARDING RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN THE ERA OF COVID-19 

D ear Parents of Holy Cross and Ss. Peter & Paul Parishes. The age of COVID-19 and the novel 

coronavirus has thrust us into a state of seemingly constant flux. To address this situation, primarily 

as regards the religious education of those students attending public school, we will necessarily have 

to change the way we transmit the faith to the children of the parish. 

The Fourth Commandment says: “Honor your father and mother; that your days may be long in the 

land which the Lord your God gives you.” We know from the Gospels that Jesus was obedient to 

Mary & Joseph, and that they cared for, and taught him everything they knew about growing in faith and righteous-

ness as a human child of God. The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) states in paragraph 2223: Parents have 

the first responsibility for the education of their children. They bear witness to this responsibility first by creating a 

home where tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and disinterested service are the rule. The home is well suit-

ed for education in the virtues. This requires an apprenticeship in self-denial, sound judgment, and self-mastery—

the preconditions of all true freedom. Parents should teach their children to subordinate the “material and instinc-

tual dimensions to interior and spiritual ones. Parents have a grace responsibility to give good example to their 

children. By knowing how to acknowledge their own failings to their children, parents will be better able to guide 

and correct them: 

He who love his son, will not spare the rod . . . He who disciplines his son will profit by him. 

(see Sirach 30:1-2) 

Fathers do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 

instruction of the Lord. (see Ephesians 6:4) 

The home is the natural environment for initiating a human being into solidarity and communal responsibili-

ties. Parents should teach children to avoid the compromising and degrading influences which threaten human so-

cieties (CCC 2224). 

Education in the faith by the parents should begin in the child’s earliest years. This already happens when 

family members help one another grow in faith by the witness of a Christian life in keeping with the Gospel. Family 

catechesis precedes, accompanies, and enriches other forms of instruction in the faith. Parents have the mission 

of teaching their children to pray and to discover their vocation as children of God (Lumen Gentium 11). The parish 

is the Eucharistic community and the heart of the liturgical life of Christian families; It is a privileged place for the 

catechesis of children and parents (CCC 2226). 

Our former model of using the Holy Cross School classrooms for weekly sessions will not be possible this year. 

Fortunately, there are alternative programs out there that will enable us to continue reaching and teaching our 

parish children. The model of religious education best-suited to our needs at this time is one of catechesis and 

faith formation for the whole family. 

I would ask that you not be discouraged or apprehensive about this approach. Many parents will at first feel as 

though they are not equipped to teach their children in the faith, perhaps even going so far as to think they are un-

able to teach their children at all. Let me put those fears to rest by pointing out that you are constantly teaching 

your children. They learn more from their parents, guardians, and older family members than we realize—until we 

stop to consider how much of our own learned behavior and knowledge we have received at the hands of our own 

parents. 

To take this even a step further I would like to offer the added assistance of the religious education teachers 

and staff. We will have monthly gatherings with parents to go over and inform of the upcoming topics. We will 

offer available assistance by means of websites, hand-outs, tutorials, etc., to enhance and fortify the arsenal par-

ents will possess as relates to teaching the children. 

While it is true that at this time we do not know which specific program we will go with, we can know that these 

steps will be the basic foundation on which we can build our new catechesis model. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Coming with this new model will also be a fairly costly investment up front. For that reason it will be extra-

critical that parents get their children registered for religious education. We will have to buy new books and 

materials to utilize along with the online/video/PowerPoint sources that will come with this new program. 

Please use the registration form included with this bulletin and either return it via US Postal Service, or by 

dropping it off at the Parish Office. If you need to set up a payment plan, we can accommodate that as well. We 

have the options of setting payments up via automatic withdrawal from your bank account, or regular payments 

using your credit card information; and finally, we will accept a pledge to make payments of a specific amount at 

regular intervals. We want to be as flexible as possible so that no child need be left out as regards their religious 

education and formation in the faith. With this transition to a new model of RE, I will also try to make myself as 

available as I can to assist with any questions or challenges we may encounter. 

I would also like to add one last piece of information regarding the over-all religious education goals and 

experience here at Holy Cross. For the past several years I have had a vision that I have tried to convey to the 

teachers and staff, and that is this: We must strive to help every student experience the power of the love of Jesus 

Christ, and come to a deeper and better understanding of what truly transpires during the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass. I would continue that focus until we become a vibrant parish of engaged Mass-going Catholics who are 

ready, willing, and able to share the Gospel, that is, the Good News, of the promise of the salvation that Jesus 

Christ offers us. As Christians, our mandate is to be the salt and carry the light of Christ into the world—until He 

comes again. We were born to be saints! 

Sincerely, 

 

            

Brian R. Corrigan, DRE, Certified Catechist 

briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com 

Confessions are held on Wednesdays from 12 p.m.—1 p.m. and on in front of 

Father’s garage. 

**Confession will also be available on Saturdays beginning July 11,  to 3 p.m. in front of the 

garage. 

Please follow the signs as they will direct you. 

While confessions will remain outside for the time being, Father will bring the Monstrance with 

exposed Blessed Sacrament back into the church for Eucharistic Adoration. People will once 

again be able to worship and adore our Lord from inside the church from a socially distanced 

pew. Father will continue to live-feed Adoration via the Zoom app. 

The Adoration is scheduled from 2:00—3:00 p.m. every Sunday. 

Father will lead the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, following the Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament. 

These additional devotions will be every Sunday for the foreseeable future. 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, AUGUST 2ND, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 
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MEDITATION FOR THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 

What the Transfiguration Makes Us Hope For 

If in Galilee five thousand people could follow him 

into the desert forgetting time and hunger because they 

were so fascinated by his personality, what will be in 

store for us when we shall see him in his risen glory, the 

fairest of men, the best of friends, the most humble of 

all masters, he the changeless one! 

We shall be united also with his mother and all his 

friends in a most intimate friendship. We shall be able to  
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