
 

 



 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, AUGUST 9TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 

Saturday, August 8th 

4:00 p.m. +Jean Joerger by Deb Mahaffey 

Sunday, August 9th 

9:00 a.m. +Amore Lauer by Family 

12:00 p.m. Jessica & María Díaz for their birthday 

 by Deacon Héctor Díaz  

Monday, August 10th 

8:00 a.m. +Jim Leonard by Frank & Anita Kobilsek 

Tuesday, August 11th 

7:00 a.m. +Dave Pohl by Mike & Barb 

Wednesday, August 12th 

8:00 a.m. +Elanore Sjostrom by Tom & Mary Heitmann 

Thursday, August 13th 

7:00 a.m. Living & Deceased Members of Paul Joerger 

 Family by the Family 

Friday, August 14th 

8:00 a.m. +Danny Arredondo by His Grieving Parents 

Saturday, August 15th 

4:00 p.m. +Dave Pohl by Mike & Barb Bokus 

Sunday, August 16th 

9:00 a.m. +Raymond Sondgeroth  

 by Bertha Sondgeroth and Family  

12:00 p.m. Julia Salinas by Felipe Arteaga  

Lector’s Schedule 

Saturday, August 15: Nancy Goble 

Sunday, August 16: Rudy Arteaga 

Saturday, August 22: Clare Fischer 

Sunday, August 23: Brian Corrigan 

Saturday, August 29: Nancy Goble 

Sunday, August 30: Gwen Krenz 

If you are interested in getting on the list of Lector’s 

for the weekend Mass schedule, please contact the 

parish office, or briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com 

Due to current circumstances regarding the COVID-19 
situation in the Mendota area, we will once again be 
celebrating Mass in the parking lot. This will take effect 
with the 8 a.m. Mass on Friday, August 7 and continue 
until further notice. 

This is intended to help keep everyone safe within the 
confines of their cars until Mendota's experience with 
the virus improves enough to justify moving back into 
the church building. 

Everyone is encouraged to continue watching out for 
one another, wearing a mask wherever it is deemed 
necessary, or otherwise maintain a 6' distance between 
people, and wash your hands frequently. 

And most importantly, pray. The Lord wants to hear 
from us. Pray for the world's leadership, pray for the 
leadership of our nation and state, as well as our own 
little community; and pray for each other. The Lord likes 
it best when we express love for each other out of love 
for him! 

God Bless, 

And thank you for your understanding and patience. 

Father Pilon 

The Mass will continue to be livestreamed via the Zoom 

connection we have been using. It may be best to leave 

the sound off, but if you would like to watch, this option 

may make your Mass experience a better one. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 

Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 

are aware of this new development.  The link, ID, and 

Password are the same for all of the Masses.  If there 

are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email at: 

frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

mailto:briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
mailto:frppilon@holycrossmendota.com


 

 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 
Extended Eucharistic Adoration 

“If angels could be jealous of men, 

they would be so for one reason: 

Holy Communion.” 
 ~Saint Maximilian Mary Kolbe 

Pray that our Chapel may soon reopen so that we 
may once again fall down in Adoration of Our Blessed 

Lord exposed in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

Chapel Coordinator, Karen Brandner 
1-815-915-6635 

 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  Aug  01 1271 50.00 Jason Motter 

Sun. Aug  02 1192 50.00 Holy Cross School 

Mon. Aug  03 3017 100.00 Penny Zimmerman 

Tue. Aug  04 3466 50.00 Tracy Schwemlein 

Wed.     Aug 05 1374 50.00 Taylor Dockter 

Thur. Aug  06 2588 50.00 Jeremy & Emily Abbott 

Fri.   Aug  07 1005 50.00 Gary Eddy 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS! ! ! 

They make our bulletin possible. 

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Assumption of the BVM 
Air Conditioning 

Total 

For the Week of 

08/02/2020 

 
 

$5,244.99 
141.00 
277.00 
58.00 
45.00 
25.00 

$3,955.52 

   Give God what is just, not what is left! 

The 2020 Daily Dollars are here! 
A chance to win money and help our school! 

Support Your Parish 

Even though we are not able 

to attend Mass to 

our financial 

support. 

the diocesan website:  

https://cdop.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/parishes 

You can create recurring donations taken from your 

credit card, or make a one time donation. 

Knights of Columbus 

Council 2090 

Sweet Corn Sales! 

Saturday, August 8th. 

8 a.m. until…? 

C’mon out and buy some Fresh-picked 

Sweet Corn and HELP a very worthy 

Organization—and CAUSE! We’ll be at 

the corner of 8th Street & 6th Avenue. 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

 

The bones of Saint Peter are buried beneath 

the altar of the great basilica in Rome; 

the bones of Saint Polycarp were 

collected soon after his martyrdom. 

This has been the way through all 

of Christian history. Interestingly 

enough, there are no bones, no 

other relics of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. She was assumed into 

heaven body and soul at the end 

of her earthly life—her dormition. 

Saturday, August 15th is the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

https://cdop.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/parishes


 

 

 

Our Devotion for August is  

the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
By Brian Smith 

Back in the Middle Ages, many 
Catholics began observing 
special devotions around a 
particular theme each 
month —the Holy Name 
of Jesus in January, for 
instance. Today, many 
families are reviving this 
practice as part of the 
way they observe the 
liturgical calendar at 
home. By practicing 
monthly devotions, the 
core values of the faith 
will become more alive 
within your family. The 
beauty of monthly devotions is  
that there is no set way to cele- 
brate. So, be creative, make it fun, and adapt your cele-
bration to your own family. 

Here are some ways to celebrate the popular devotion 
for August, the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

Talking with kids about the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary means to 
recall the emotions of joy and sadness that Mary 
experienced in her own life. When you look at an image 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, you see a burning heart 
surrounded with a crown of thorns and pierced with a 
sword. The Immaculate Heart of Mary shows us that 
despite the sufferings of Jesus (crown of thorns), he 
loves all of us, regardless of our sins, and spilled his 
blood (the sword) in hope that we would join him in 
heaven. It is for this reason that despite the trials and 
sufferings of Jesus, Mary’s heart still burns with love and 
devotion. 

As the mother of Jesus, Mary experienced all of the 
same feelings that your own mother has for you. Whether 
you are happy or sad, your mother shares in your 
feelings (even if she doesn’t tell you). The Bible tells us 
that “and his mother kept all these things in her heart” (Lk 
2:51). We can share in Mary’s emotions and constant 
love for Jesus by recalling the mysteries of the rosary 
and by praying the seven sorrows. 

Feast Days & Memorials 

The following days can be connected to this month’s 
devotion. Click to learn more. 

4  St. John Vianney 
6  Transfiguration 
11  St. Philomena 

 

14  St. Maximillian Kolbe 
15  Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
21  St. Pius X 
22  Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
27  St. Monica, The Seven Joys of Mary 
28  St. Augustine of Hippo 
29  Passion of St. John the Baptist 

Bible Verse 

A take away for kids to memorize and/or include in their 
daily prayer. 

“His mother kept all these things in her heart.” (Lk 2:52) 

Prayer Prompts 

Questions to help propagate the faith with your children. 

• How can I bring joy to Mary by honoring Jesus and 
glorifying God? 

• In what ways do my sins hurt Jesus and cause Mary 
to be sad? 

• What sorrows have I brought upon my own mother 
that I can pray for? 

Live It 

Incorporate this month’s devotion with the virtues of faith, 
hope and charity. 

Faith 

Recite the following prayer as a family. 

The “Memorare” prayer is one that asks Mary for her to 
interceded for us that God might bestow the graces and 
blessings that we seek. The “Memorare” can be prayed 
whenever you wish, but is most commonly prayed 
following the conclusion of the rosary. 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, 
that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy 
protection, implored thy help, or sought thine 
intercession was left unaided. 
Inspired by this confidence, 
I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, my mother; 
to thee do I come, before thee I stand, sinful and 
sorrowful. 
O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my 
petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me. 
Amen. 
– “Memorare” from The Catholic Family Book of Prayers 

Hope 

Learn about God’s infinite mercy. 

Did you know that the month of August occurs in what is 
called Ordinary Time? Ordinary Time lasts approximately 
33 weeks of the liturgical year. The word “ordinary” does 
not mean it is an uninteresting time or that it is less im-
portant than other times of the year (such as Lent or 
Christmas). The word “ordinary” means “to order.” It is 
during Ordinary Time that we are called to grow in our 
spiritual life in hope of becoming closer to God. The color 
green is worn during this time to symbolize growth and 
hope in the salvation promised by Jesus. 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, AUGUST 9TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

http://pbgrace.com/the-holy-name-of-jesus-monthly-devotion-for-january/
http://pbgrace.com/the-holy-name-of-jesus-monthly-devotion-for-january/
http://pbgrace.com/the-holy-name-of-jesus-monthly-devotion-for-january/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/2
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/2
https://teachingcatholickids.com/12-tips-for-praying-the-rosary-with-kids/
https://www.immaculee.com/pages/7-sorrows-rosary-prayer
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=399
http://pbgrace.com/celebrating-the-feast-of-the-transfiguration/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=98
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/blog/9-things-to-know-about-st-maximilian-kolbe/4426/
http://pbgrace.com/celebrate-the-solemnity-of-the-assumption/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-pius-x/
http://pbgrace.com/queenship-of-mary/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=1
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/seven-joys-of-mary.html
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=418
http://saltandlighttv.org/blogfeed/getpost.php?id=58313
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/2
https://www.osvcatholicbookstore.com/product/the-catholic-family-book-of-prayers


 

 

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass in the church 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Wed: 8:00 a.m. Mass in the church 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession by garage 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass in the church 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession by garage 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Fri: 8:00 a.m. Mass in the church 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Sat: 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Confession by garage 

 4:00 p.m. Mass in the church, with communion 

 overflow in parking lot with communion distrib- 
 uted to parking lot attendees after Mass. 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

To recap, ALL Masses are moving back into the church, 
and if there is an overflow of the Saturday afternoon or 
Sunday Masses people may still participate from the 
parking lot and receive the Eucharist after. Daily Masses 
will also be moving back into the church, and social 
distancing must be practiced at all times. Masks or face 
coverings must be worn while in the church. If you 
occupy a pew, please leave the kneeler down to signify to 
the cleaning crew that the pew needs to be cleaned. 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Immaculate Heart of Mary… 
Charity 

Help the Church to grow within your own community. 

Many times we are called to pray for the well being and 
spiritual conversion of ourselves and of those close to us. 
On September 8, 1840, the Blessed Virgin Mary 
appeared to Sister Justine Bisqueyburo in France. 

Mary appeared to Sister Justine holding a green scapular 
in one hand and her Immaculate Heart in the other. Mary 
asked Sister Justine to spread devotion of the 
Immaculate Heart to others by distributing the green 
scapular. 

The green scapular (recall earlier that green symbolizes 
hope and spiritual growth), contains an image of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary on one side and an image of the Immaculate 
Heart on the other. When using the scapular to invoke 
Mary’s help, we are called to pray, “Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, pray for us, now and at the hour of our death.” 

The church permits that we may wear the green 
scapular, give a scapular to someone, and/or place it in 
the vicinity of the person for whom we are praying. We 
simply need to pray what Mary had asked us to and have 
hope that our prayers will be answered by God. 

For more information on the green scapular visit the 
Society of the Green Scapular. 

For more information about monthly devotions, see the 
Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy: #20, #32, 
#190-191 and the Catholic Encyclopedia: Special 
Devotions for Months. 

https://teachingcatholickids.com/the-immaculate-heart-of-mary-
monthly-devotion-for-august/ 

Zoom web address:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 
Password 811195 
Sun: 9:00 a.m. Mass in the church, with communion 

 overflow in parking lot with communion distrib- 
 uted to parking lot attendees after Mass. 

 12:00 noon Mass with all the same as above. 

 2:00 p.m. Adoration in the church and via Zoom 

 3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet in the church 

 3:15 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass in the church 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Saint Lawrence was one of the Roman church’s seven 
deacons who were personally responsible for the care of 
the city’s poor. When the Roman clergy was rooted out and 
killed under the Emperor Valerian in the year 258, Lawrence 
saw his beloved Pope Sixtus II hauled off to martyrdom. 
Tradition says that Lawrence at once liquidated the 
Church’s possessions and dispersed them to the poor. 
When the prefect of Rome heard of this, he demanded that 
Lawrence turn over the money. Three days later Lawrence 
brought him the “Church’s treasure”: the destitute, the 
orphans, the blind, and the lame. For this, Lawrence was 

roasted on a gridiron. 

The Feast of Saint Lawrence is Monday, August 10th 

http://www.greenscapular.com/
http://www.greenscapular.com/
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccdds/documents/rc_con_ccdds_doc_20020513_vers-direttorio_en.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10542a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10542a.htm
https://teachingcatholickids.com/the-immaculate-heart-of-mary-monthly-devotion-for-august/
https://teachingcatholickids.com/the-immaculate-heart-of-mary-monthly-devotion-for-august/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09


 

 



 

 

 

 

miles offshore.”  The Sea of Galilee at its widest point is 
about 7 miles across, which would indicate that the boat 
and its inhabitants were clearly out in the middle of the 
sea.  We also hear the water was beyond just being 
“choppy” since [the boat] “was being tossed about by the 
waves.”  The inhabitants of this boat are very seasoned 
fishermen, so it is important to understand their state of 
mind and determination to keep the boat on course to 
the best of their abilities. 

Some time between 3 a.m. and 6 a.m. (the fourth 
watch of the night), they see someone or something 
walking on the water and heading right for them.  If they 
are a few miles offshore, then Jesus must also have been 
a few miles offshore.  He was walking across the wind-
swept waters of the sea and it was to incredible to pro-
cess for the apostles. They had to be wondering what in 
the world they were seeing!  The scripture even mentions 
they thought it might be ghost. 

It is then that Jesus speaks to them:  “Take courage, it 
is I (I Am); do not be afraid.”  These specific words of 
Jesus are critical here. He is claiming his divinity—his 
Sonship—when he uses the words I Am.  This is the 
name of God.  Recall when Moses encountered God in 
the burning bush and asked who he should say sent him 
when Pharaoh or the Israelites ask and God replied, “I 
am who I am.  ...tell the Israelites: I Am has sent me to 
you” (Ex 3:14). 

Peter, curiously says in reply, “Lord, if it is you, com-
mand me to come to you on the water.”  Jesus accedes 
and bids him “Come.”  Peter then crawls over the side of 
the boat and begins to walk on. the. water towards the 
Master.  Realizing he is actually doing it, he begins to fear 
and loses faith causing him to start to sink. He cries out, 
“Lord, save me!” Jesus reaches out and effectively saves 
Peter from going under.  This interchange alone is rife 
with material to contemplate on the meaning of Jesus’s 
saving ministry.  Have you experienced the saving hand 
of Christ preventing you from going under, or succumb-
ing to some worldly disorder?  When we begin looking for 
it, we can realize his saving hand daily in our lives. 

Wrapping this scene up, Jesus says to Peter, “O you of 
little faith, why did you doubt?” He gets Peter back to the 
boat and immediately the wind died down.  Why didn’t 
the winds die down when Jesus started his journey 
across the water?  I imagine he really didn’t need it to.  
When Jesus and Peter got into the boat, the rest of them 
who had witnessed all of this said to Jesus, “Truly, you are 
the Son of God.” He told them who he was (I Am) and 
they witnessed yet another fantastic miracle and came to 
be convinced of his divinity and Sonship to the Father in 
heaven.  This week, look for, and expect, a miracle. God 
will provide. 

“Like” us on at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross   by Brian Corrigan 

 follows soon after the miracle of 
feeding five thousand with five loaves and two 
fish.  Again I ask you to place yourself in the 
scene.  Let’s examine what can know based on 

what this passage tells us. 
The first thing we hear is that he sent the apostles on 

ahead of him in their boat to go to the other side.  He then, 
goes off by himself (up a mountain) to pray.  Why do we 
hear so often about Jesus going off by himself to pray?  Re-
member that Jesus is unique, in that, he has two natures—
human and divine. Whereas all other persons have only a 
human nature. I believe that Jesus went off by himself to 
pray so often because he had to come to understand this 
hypostatic union of human and divine nature.  He necessari-
ly had to understand in his humanity what his divinity al-
ready knew. 

Prayer is the way we communicate with God, and in this, 
Jesus was no different from anyone else.  We can surmise 
that he spent not a little time in prayer, as we hear “When it 
was evening…” indicating he had been up that mountain for 
quite some time.  We can know from our own experience of 
getting lost in prayer how satisfying—and perhaps even fas-
cinating—it can be.  Imagine what prayer for Jesus must 
have been like…  A very good human man comes to under-
stand his unique make-up of truly being the Son of God and 
having a divine nature simultaneous to his human nature.  
That is why he was able to be anguished in the Garden of 
Gethsemane while at the same time exhibiting such tremen-
dous courage to go ahead and fulfill his mission.  Prayer for 
Jesus must have truly been fascinating in every possible 
sense. 

The next thing we hear is that the boat was “already a few 

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have not checked out the new FORMED.org 
website, we strongly encourage you to do so. It is chock-
full of great videos, movies, eBooks and audio books, 
Bible studies, talks, and so much more! 

All you need to do now is go to: Formed.org and 
register an account by clicking on “Sign Up,” then select “I 
belong to a Parish or Organization,” find our parish by 
name, or zip, enter your email address and you’re in. It’s 
that easy! 

What can we recommend for this week? 

 

 

 

Life for Life 
Maximilian Kolbe 

Auschwitz, 1941. One of the prisoners, Jan, escapes 

from the German concentration camp while working at 

a gravel pit. Thanks to the help of kind-hearted people, 

he finds shelter. There Jan hears tragic news about ten 

random inmates sentenced by the Nazis to death by 

starvation as a punishment for his escape. One among 

the convicts is Fr. Maximilian Kolbe, a Franciscan priest 

who volunteered to die in place of one of the inmates. 

THESE EXCERPTS ARE FROM THE COMPENDIUM OF THE CCC. 

† What is the value of private revelations? 
While not belonging to the deposit of faith, private revelations 
may help a person to live the faith as long as they lead us to 
Christ. The Magisterium of the Church, which has the duty of 
evaluating such private revelations, cannot accept those which 
claim to surpass or correct that definitive Revelation which is 
Christ. 

Further reading CCC ¶ [67] 

† Why and in what way is divine revelation transmitted? 
God “desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4), that is, of Jesus Christ. For this 
reason, Christ must be proclaimed to all according to his own 
command, “Go forth and teach all nations” (Matthew 28:19). 
And this is brought about by Apostolic Tradition. 

Further reading CCC ¶ [74] 

Father Maximilian Kolbe had a very deep devotion to 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, consecrating himself to Jesus 

through our Blessed Mother. He founded the Militia 

of the Immaculata in 1917 to be an organization to 

fight on behalf of Our Lady and to seek her interces-

sion in our worldly needs. He prayed daily a prayer 

known as the Sub Tuum Praesidium, continuing its 

recitation until his death. This prayer is the oldest 

prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary, dating as far back 

as the 3rd century. 

We fly to thy protection, 
O holy Mother of God. 
Despise not our petitions in our necessities, 
but deliver us always from all dangers, 
O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

The Memorial for St. Maximilian Kolbe is Friday, August 14th

https://formed.org


 

 

Sister Mary Dominic Joerger, OP 

75 years 

ORDER: Dominican Sisters of Springfield, Illinois 

CURRENT ASSIGNMENT: Ministry of Prayer 

ADDRESS: Sacred Heart Convent, 1237 W. 

Monroe St., Springfield, IL 62704 

HOMETOWN: Mendota  

HOME PARISH: Holy Cross, Mendota 

PROFESSED VOWS: June 13, 1945, at Sacred Heart Convent, 

Springfield 

EDUCATION: Bachelor’s degree in education from DePaul 

University; K-12 teaching and supervision certificate; 

master’s degree in elementary education from the 

University of Illinois 

MINISTRIES: A longtime educator, Sister Mary Dominic 

served at schools in Illinois and Minnesota, and was a parish 

volunteer in Springfield. In the Diocese of Peoria, she taught 

fifth grade at Holy Cross in Mendota from 1968 to 1969. 

CELEBRATION PLANS: A private celebration with the 

Dominican Sisters is planned for August 8. 

First Communion Date Set 

We have set the First Communion dates for those 

students who were preparing in the 2019-2020 

school year. 

 First Communion celebrated in English 

will be scheduled for 2:00 p.m., Sunday, 

September 13th. 

 First Communion celebrated in Spanish 

will be scheduled for 2:00 p.m., Sunday, 

September 20th. 
As the church is still to be seated only according 

to social distancing, extra precautions will need to 

be put in place. We will still be able to have families 

occupy a single pew—as long as the pew’s occu-

pants are living under the same roof. We will have 

very limited extra seating, so it is recommended 

that only the immediate family attend the Mass. Of 

course you may still have your family celebrations to 

honor the First Communicant, but we strongly urge 

only the immediate family attend the First Commun-

ion Mass. 

All banners must be turned in NO LATER THAN 

FRIDAY AUGUST 21st. Remember to include the 

child’s first and last names on the banner. The ban-

ners may be dropped off at the parish office during 

office hours, or left on the bench after hours. 

One last note: Father Pilon will also be schedul-

ing a Reconciliation Service and Rehearsal for the 

students near the end of this month. 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  



 

 



 

 



 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, AUGUST 9TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

For Daily Mass  
Seating and Cleaning 

To MINIMIZE the daily cleaning of pews that will be re-

used by the same household during the week (Monday thru 

Friday).  Fold this paper marker and place on the top outer 

edge of the pew indicating it has been used and that you may 

return before Saturday.  Please REMOVE the marker on Fri-

day and take it with you to be reused the following week. 

Leave the marker even if you unexpectedly do not return, the 

pew will be cleaned every Friday.  Cleaning volunteers will 

sanitize pews for the weekend Mass scheduled.  Announce-

ments for funeral Mass or special liturgies will require remov-

ing the marker for pre event cleaning as needed.  Unclaimed 

markers on Friday will be collected and placed in a box for 

reuse the following week, or take a new marker for your pew.  

Continue to leave the kneeler down while your family marker 

is in place as a sign that it is in use and has not been cleaned.  



 

 

AN OPEN LETTER TO PARISHIONERS 

REGARDING RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN THE ERA OF COVID-19 

D ear Parents of Holy Cross and Ss. Peter & Paul Parishes. The age of COVID-19 and the novel 

coronavirus has thrust us into a state of seemingly constant flux. To address this situation, primarily 

as regards the religious education of those students attending public school, we will necessarily have 

to change the way we transmit the faith to the children of the parish. 

The Fourth Commandment says: “Honor your father and mother; that your days may be long in the 

land which the Lord your God gives you.” We know from the Gospels that Jesus was obedient to 

Mary & Joseph, and that they cared for, and taught him everything they knew about growing in faith and righteous-

ness as a human child of God. The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) states in paragraph 2223: Parents have 

the first responsibility for the education of their children. They bear witness to this responsibility first by creating a 

home where tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and disinterested service are the rule. The home is well suit-

ed for education in the virtues. This requires an apprenticeship in self-denial, sound judgment, and self-mastery—

the preconditions of all true freedom. Parents should teach their children to subordinate the “material and instinc-

tual dimensions to interior and spiritual ones. Parents have a grace responsibility to give good example to their 

children. By knowing how to acknowledge their own failings to their children, parents will be better able to guide 

and correct them: 

He who love his son, will not spare the rod . . . He who disciplines his son will profit by him. 

(see Sirach 30:1-2) 

Fathers do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 

instruction of the Lord. (see Ephesians 6:4) 

The home is the natural environment for initiating a human being into solidarity and communal responsibili-

ties. Parents should teach children to avoid the compromising and degrading influences which threaten human so-

cieties (CCC 2224). 

Education in the faith by the parents should begin in the child’s earliest years. This already happens when 

family members help one another grow in faith by the witness of a Christian life in keeping with the Gospel. Family 

catechesis precedes, accompanies, and enriches other forms of instruction in the faith. Parents have the mission 

of teaching their children to pray and to discover their vocation as children of God (Lumen Gentium 11). The parish 

is the Eucharistic community and the heart of the liturgical life of Christian families; It is a privileged place for the 

catechesis of children and parents (CCC 2226). 

Our former model of using the Holy Cross School classrooms for weekly sessions will not be possible this year. 

Fortunately, there are alternative programs out there that will enable us to continue reaching and teaching our 

parish children. The model of religious education best-suited to our needs at this time is one of catechesis and 

faith formation for the whole family. 

I would ask that you not be discouraged or apprehensive about this approach. Many parents will at first feel as 

though they are not equipped to teach their children in the faith, perhaps even going so far as to think they are un-

able to teach their children at all. Let me put those fears to rest by pointing out that you are constantly teaching 

your children. They learn more from their parents, guardians, and older family members than we realize—until we 

stop to consider how much of our own learned behavior and knowledge we have received at the hands of our own 

parents. 

To take this even a step further I would like to offer the added assistance of the religious education teachers 

and staff. We will have monthly gatherings with parents to go over and inform of the upcoming topics. We will 

offer available assistance by means of websites, hand-outs, tutorials, etc., to enhance and fortify the arsenal par-

ents will possess as relates to teaching the children. 

While it is true that at this time we do not know which specific program we will go with, we can know that these 

steps will be the basic foundation on which we can build our new catechesis model. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Coming with this new model will also be a fairly costly investment up front. For that reason it will be extra-

critical that parents get their children registered for religious education. We will have to buy new books and 

materials to utilize along with the online/video/PowerPoint sources that will come with this new program. 

Please use the registration form included with this bulletin and either return it via US Postal Service, or by 

dropping it off at the Parish Office. If you need to set up a payment plan, we can accommodate that as well. We 

have the options of setting payments up via automatic withdrawal from your bank account, or regular payments 

using your credit card information; and finally, we will accept a pledge to make payments of a specific amount at 

regular intervals. We want to be as flexible as possible so that no child need be left out as regards their religious 

education and formation in the faith. With this transition to a new model of RE, I will also try to make myself as 

available as I can to assist with any questions or challenges we may encounter. 

I would also like to add one last piece of information regarding the over-all religious education goals and 

experience here at Holy Cross. For the past several years I have had a vision that I have tried to convey to the 

teachers and staff, and that is this: We must strive to help every student experience the power of the love of Jesus 

Christ, and come to a deeper and better understanding of what truly transpires during the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass. I would continue that focus until we become a vibrant parish of engaged Mass-going Catholics who are 

ready, willing, and able to share the Gospel, that is, the Good News, of the promise of the salvation that Jesus 

Christ offers us. As Christians, our mandate is to be the salt and carry the light of Christ into the world—until He 

comes again. We were born to be saints! 

Sincerely, 

 

            

Brian R. Corrigan, DRE, Certified Catechist 

briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com 

Confessions are held on Wednesdays from 12 p.m.—1 p.m. and on in front of 

Father’s garage. 

**Confession will also be available on Saturdays beginning July 11,  to 3 p.m. in front of the 

garage. 

Please follow the signs as they will direct you. 

While confessions will remain outside for the time being, Father will bring the Monstrance with 

exposed Blessed Sacrament back into the church for Eucharistic Adoration. People will once 

again be able to worship and adore our Lord from inside the church from a socially distanced 

pew. Father will continue to live-feed Adoration via the Zoom app. 

The Adoration is scheduled from 2:00—3:00 p.m. every Sunday. 

Father will lead the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, following the Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament. 

These additional devotions will be every Sunday for the foreseeable future. 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, AUGUST 9TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 
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We pray for Mr. & Mrs. Reyes (Theresa) Godina, who 

are both sick. Please offer prayers for health on their 

behalf and ask our Lord to give comfort and strength to 

the family. 

Please pray for Doug, a former Mendota man living in 

Texas, who has experienced a series of strokes and had 

surgery to clear his carotid artery. 

Please pray for the residents and staff at Heritage Health. 

They are experiencing an ever greater increase in cases 

of COVID-19. The many elderly residents are especially 

susceptible, as their immune systems are more at risk 

than the average person.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Dennis John 

Jones, who passed away on August 5, 2020; Eva Jean 

Cunefare who passed away on August 2; Evangelina De 

La Torre, who passed away on July 30;  May their souls, 

and all the souls of the faithful departed, through the 

mercy of God, rest in peace.

The Mystery of the Assumption 
Father Richard Veras 
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