
 

 

 



 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 

Sunday, September 20th 

9:00 a.m. +George Cassidy Sr. by Kevin & Carol Cassidy 

12:00 p.m. Pro Populo 

Monday, September 21st 

8:00 a.m. +Karl Michael Soliman by Family 

Tuesday, September 22nd 

7:00 a.m. Parish: Evangelization Team 

9:00 a.m. School: HCS Family 

Wednesday, September 23rd 

8:00 a.m. Living Priests of Our Diocese 

Thursday, September 24th 

7:00 a.m. Parish: +Basilia Arredondo 

 by Hector & Ma. Arredondo 

9:00 a.m. School: Healing and Conversion of Our Country 

7:00 p.m. +Sister Mary Lavon Lauer 

Friday, September 25th 

8:00 a.m. +Deceased Priests of Our Diocese 

Saturday, September 26th 

4:00 p.m. +Oneida Doran by Family 

Sunday, September 27th 

9:00 a.m. +Enrique Lemus Jr. by Yolanda Lemus 

12:00 p.m. +Enrique Magallanes by Grace 

Lector’s Schedule 

Saturday, September 26 Nancy Goble 

Sunday, September 27 Brian Corrigan 

Saturday, October 3 Clare Fischer 

Sunday, October 4 Rudy Arteaga 

Saturday, October 10 Gwen Krenz 

Sunday, October 11 Nancy Goble 

Saturday, October 17 Nancy Goble 

Sunday, October 18 Gwen Krenz 

Saturday, October 24 Brian Corrigan 

Sunday, October 25 Rudy Arteaga 

If you are interested in getting on the list of Lector’s 
for the weekend Mass schedule, please contact the 

parish office, or briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com 

Tuesday and Thursday at 

The Mass will continue to be livestreamed via the 
Zoom connection we have been using. The Sunday 
Masses, including the Saturday Vigil Mass will contin-
ue to be broadcast to the parking lot via the loud-
speaker system. It may be best to leave the sound off, 
but if you would like to watch, this option may make 
your Mass experience a better one. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 

Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 
are aware of this new development.  The link, ID, and 
Password are the same for all of the Masses.  If there 
are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

mailto:briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
mailto:frppilon@holycrossmendota.com


 

 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 

"My Jesus! What a lovable contrivance this holy 
Sacrament was - that You would hide under the 

appearance of bread to make Yourself loved and to 
be available for a visit by anyone who desires You!" 

~St. Alphonsus Liguori 

Pray that our Chapel may soon reopen so that we 
may once again fall down in Adoration of Our Blessed 

Lord exposed in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

Chapel Coordinator, Karen Brandner 
1-815-915-6635 

 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.   Sep  12 828 50.00 Ed Olsen 

Sun.  Sep  13 2552 50.00 Rick Cardot 

Mon.  Sep  14 2356 100.00 Michael Vaessen 

Tue.  Sep  15 1118 50.00 Katie Burnette 

Wed. Sep  16 444 50.00 Nathan Kim 

Thur. Sep 17 3307 50.00 Eva Beetz 

Fri.   Sep  18 1205 50.00 Darlene Wujek 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS! ! ! 

They make our bulletin possible. 

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Assumption of the BVM 
Air Conditioning 

Total 

For the Week of 

09/13/2020 

 
 

$5,406.07 
174.00 
79.00 
22.00 
32.00 

142.00 

$5,855.07 

   Give God what is just, not what is left! 

The 2020 Daily Dollars are here! 
A chance to win money and help our school! 

 

TWENTY -FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

https://mendotacatholic.org/


 

 

 
Our Devotion for September is to 

The Seven Sorrows of Mary 

By Brian Smith 

In the Middle Ages many Catholics began observing 
special devotions around a particular theme each 
month—the Holy Name of Jesus in January, for instance. 
Today, many families are reviving this practice as part of 
the way they observe the liturgical calendar at home.  By 
practicing monthly devotions, the core values of the faith 
will become more alive within your family.  The beauty of 
monthly devotions is that there is no set way to celebrate. 
So, be creative, make it fun and adapt your celebration to 
your own family. 

Here are some ways to celebrate the popular devotion 
for September, the Seven Sorrows of Mary.  

Talking with kids about the Seven Sorrows of Mary 

When you think of someone suffering, what do you think 
of? Do you think of someone who is sick, or a person 
without a food? These are what we call physical 
sufferings. Many of the saints suffered physically before 
they died. But there is another type of suffering too: 
spiritual suffering. 

Aside from Jesus, no other person has spiritually 
suffered as much as the Blessed Virgin Mary. Mary, 
called upon by God to bring Jesus into the world, 
witnessed all of the hurtful things that happened to 
Jesus. Mary knew that God had sent Jesus here to teach 
people to avoid sin and to work toward pleasing God. But 
because so many people rejected Jesus, Mary’s 
immaculate heart grew weary and sad that people were 
rejecting God. 

The Seven Sorrows of Mary 

The Prophecy of Simeon: LK 2:25-35 

The Loss of Jesus in the Temple: Lk 2:41-52 
Mary meets Jesus on the Way of the Cross: Lk 23:26-32 
Jesus dies on the Cross: Jn 19:17-30 
Mary receives the Dead Body of Jesus: Lk 23:50-56 
Jesus is placed in the Tomb: Jn 19:38-42 

To this day, we continue to witness many things that add 
more pain to Mary’s immaculate heart. We are all sinners 
and in God’s eye, a sin is a sin no matter what the sin 
may be. Even if we think a certain type of sin might not 

 

be “as bad” as another sin, all sins are displeasing to 
God and cause Mary’s heart to weep for us today. Mary 
only wants us to grow closer to Jesus. We can do this by 
asking her to pray for us that, by the grace of God, we 
might be able to overcome our own temptations  

Feast Days & Memorials 

The following days can be connected to this month’s 
devotion. Click to learn more. 

8 The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
12 The Most Holy Name of Mary 
14 The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
15 Our Lady of Sorrows 
19 St. Januarius 
21 St. Matthew 
26 Sts. Cosmas and Damian 
27 St. Vincent de Paul 
28 Sts. Lawrence Ruiz and companions 
29 Sts. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael the 

Archangels (Michaelmas)  

Bible Verse 

A take away for kids to memorize and/or include in their 

daily prayer. 

“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know 

that I must be in my Father’s house” (Lk 2:49)? 

This verse, spoken by Jesus, tells us that although we 
may not see Jesus anywhere else, we can always find 
him present in the Church. 

Prayer prompts 

Questions to help propagate the faith with your children. 

• Which of Mary’s sorrows do you think about the 
most? 

• How have you displeased God through your sins 

• How can you help other people grow closer to Jesus? 

Live It 

Incorporate this month’s devotion with the virtues of faith, 
hope and charity. 

Faith 

Recite the following prayer as a family. 

The Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows is a prayer that recalls 
the grief that Mary experienced within her own life. Each 
sorrow is recalled followed by praying seven Hail Marys. 
This chaplet takes a bit longer to recite than a typical 
rosary. For detailed information and reflections, click here 
to download the instructions. 

For younger children, the chaplet may be condensed as 
you see fit. For example, each sorrow could be stated 
followed by one to three Hail Mary’s’. 

Hope 

Learn about God’s infinite mercy. 

In March of 1888 in Castelpetroso, Italy, Our Lady of 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

http://pbgrace.com/the-holy-name-of-jesus-monthly-devotion-for-january/
http://pbgrace.com/our-lady-of-sorrows/
http://pbgrace.com/our-lady-of-sorrows/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/2
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/2
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/23
http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/19
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/23
http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/19
http://pbgrace.com/celebrate-mary-birthday/
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/blog/index.cfm?id=153
http://pbgrace.com/exaltation-of-the-cross/
http://pbgrace.com/our-lady-of-sorrows/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-januarius/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=84
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saints-cosmas-and-damian/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincent_de_Paul
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=231
http://pbgrace.com/meet-the-archangels/
http://pbgrace.com/meet-the-archangels/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/2
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/2
https://www.companionscross.org/sites/default/files/file-attachments/The%20Rosary%20of%20the%20Seven%20Sorrows%20of%20Our%20lady_edited.pdf
https://www.companionscross.org/sites/default/files/file-attachments/The%20Rosary%20of%20the%20Seven%20Sorrows%20of%20Our%20lady_edited.pdf


 

 

Zoom web address:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 9:00 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

 2:00 p.m. Adoration via Zoom 

 3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 3:15 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Wed: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession by garage 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession by garage 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Fri: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Sat: 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Confession by garage 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 

TWENTY -FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

The Seven Sorrows of Mary… 
Sorrows appeared to two women. The women reported 
that they had seen a bright light coming from a rock. 
When they approached the light, they saw a vision of Our 
Lady of Sorrows.  

As word of this apparition spread, many people, including 
skeptics, traveled to the site to decide for themselves if it 
were true. As many as 4,000 pilgrims testified to seeing 
Our Lady of Sorrows appear between 1888 and 1889. 
Many also reported seeing Mary as Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, Our Lady of Grace and Our Lady of the Most 
Holy Rosary. Some people reported that they saw Sts. 
Michael, Anthony and Sebastian alongside Our Lady. 

In May of 1888, a spring appeared from the rock where 
the light had first been seen. When a young boy with 
tuberculosis visited the spring in November 1888, he was 
cured instantly. Since then, many people have believed 
that the water has healing powers, much like the waters 
of Lourdes, France. 

Many members of the clergy, including bishops, 
investigated the apparitions and found them to be worthy 
of belief. In May of 1890, the bishop of Bojano, in union 
with Pope Paul VI, approved the building of the Our Lady 
of Sorrows Basilica. 

Charity 

Help the Church to grow within your own community. 

What do you and your family pray for? It is often easy to 
ask God for help in our own lives. As important as it is to 
pray and speak with God about our personal struggles, it 
is also essential to pray for those around us, even if we 
do not know them! 

We can pray for other people whenever and wherever 
the moment strikes us. For example, pray when: 

• An ambulance drives past you 

• Someone is asking for money 

• A person is seeking food or shelter 

• Seeing a stranger cry 

• Someone who seems to be stressed out 

Whatever the case may be, there are opportunities 
around you every day to help those around you through 
your silent prayers. When you witness such an occasion, 
simply say: 

“Immaculate Mary, pray for this person, that God may 
bestow all the blessings and graces that they need.” 

And then conclude with the Hail Mary. 

For more information about monthly devotions, see the 

Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy: #20, #32, 

#190-191 and the Catholic Encyclopedia: Special 

Devotions for Months 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccdds/documents/rc_con_ccdds_doc_20020513_vers-direttorio_en.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10542a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10542a.htm


 

 

“Like” us on at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross   by Brian Corrigan 

 

 “I long to depart this life and 
be with Christ, for that is far better” Saint Paul 
is able to make, because of his encounter with 
the Risen Lord. For a long time I have pon-

dered this verse from scripture. On the weekend that fol-
lowed the terror attacks on September 11, 2001, I attend-
ed a WATCH weekend at the Peterstown TEC/Cursillo 
Center. “WATCH” stands for We Are The Church, and is a 
program that is presented by parishioners at the parish 
level; it is modeled after the Cursillo method (as is the 
TEC program) and seeks to give the candidate an experi-
ence of an encounter with the Risen Christ. 

That WATCH weekend was my first real experience of 
the Risen Christ, and it certainly has not been my last. 
With the door that opened on that weekend, and with 
the additional tools I have picked up from my Cursillo 
[and TEC] experiences have made it possible for me to 
see the presence of Jesus in my daily life, and that al-
lows me to understand Paul’s words much more clearly. 

Paul continues, “Yet that I remain in the flesh is more 
necessary for your benefit” means that he is aware of 
the total, perfect love and mercy of our Lord, even as he 
is aware of the sacredness of the life we are given in this 
world.

 

Jesus by Akiane Kramarik 

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross


 

 

 due to the coronavirus pandemic has 
necessitated a change in our approach to how we 

present religious education to the students of our parish 
community. 

This approach necessarily means more family in-

volvement  As I say at the beginning of each new school 

year, quoting paragraph 2223 of the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church: “Parents have the first responsibility for 

the education of their children. They bear witness to this 

responsibility first by creating a home where tenderness, 

forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and disinterested service are 

the rule. The home is well suited for education in the vir-

tues. This requires an apprenticeship in self-denial, sound 

judgment, and self-mastery—the preconditions of all true 

freedom. Parents should teach their children to subordi-

nate the “material and instinctual dimensions to interior 

and spiritual ones. Parents have a grace responsibility to 

give good example to their children. By knowing how to 

acknowledge their own failings to their children, parents 

will be better able to guide and correct them: 

He who love his son, will not spare the rod . . . 

He who disciplines his son will profit by him. 

(see Sirach 30:1-2) 

Fathers do not provoke your children to anger, 

but bring them up in the discipline and 

instruction of the Lord. (see Ephesians 6:4) 

The home is the natural environment for initiating a 

human being into solidarity and communal responsibili-

ties. Parents should teach children to avoid the 

compromising and degrading influences which threaten 

human societies (CCC 2224). 

Education in the faith by the parents should begin in 

the child’s earliest years. This already happens when 

family members help one another grow in faith by the 

witness of a Christian life in keeping with the Gospel. 

Family catechesis precedes, accompanies, and enriches 

other forms of instruction in the faith. Parents have the 

mission of teaching their children to pray and to discover 

their vocation as children of God (Lumen Gentium 11). The 

parish is the Eucharistic community and the heart of the 

liturgical life of Christian families; It is a privileged place for 

the catechesis of children and parents (CCC 2226). 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have not checked out the new FORMED.org 
website, we strongly encourage you to do so. It is chock-
full of great videos, movies, eBooks and audio books, 
Bible studies, talks, and so much more! 

All you need to do now is go to: Formed.org and 
register an account by clicking on “Sign Up,” then select “I 
belong to a Parish or Organization,” find our parish by 
name, or zip, enter your email address and you’re in. It’s 
that easy! 

What can we recommend for this week? 

 

 

 

 

Padre Pio 

What is the Canon of Scripture?
THESE EXCERPTS ARE FROM THE COMPENDIUM OF THE CCC. 

† What is the Canon of Scripture? 
The Canon of Scripture is the complete list of the sacred 
writings which the Church has come to recognize through 
Apostolic Tradition. The Canon consists of 46 books of the Old 
Testament and 27 of the New.  

Further reading CCC ¶ [120, 138] 

† What is the importance of the Old Testament for 
Christians? 

Christians venerate the Old Testament as the true word of 
God. All the books of the Old Testament are divinely inspired 
and retain a permanent value. They bear witness to the divine 
pedagogy of God's saving love. They are written, above all, to 
prepare for the coming of Christ the Savior of the universe.  

Further reading CCC ¶ [121-123] 

† What importance doe the New Testament have for 
Christians? 

The New Testament, whose central object is Jesus Christ, 
conveys to us the ultimate truth of divine Revelation. Within 
the New Testament the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John are the heart of all the Scriptures because they are the 
principle witness to the life and teaching of Jesus. As such, they 
hold a unique place in the Church.  

Further reading CCC ¶ [124-127, 139] 

A Holy Hour for Life 
Benediction, Rosary, and other Prayers 

Please join us Sunday, September 27th 

St. Louis Parish, 616 S Gosse Blvd, Princeton 

All are welcome to gather in prayer 
on the fourth Sunday of each month 

from 7-8 pm in the Church for the intention of 
respect for the sacredness of all human life. 
(Face masks and social distancing required) 

Please contact the Parish Office for more information 

815-879-0181

https://formed.org


 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 
Hi, 

• We will dismiss at 1:45 p.m. every day until further 

notice. The teachers still have to be able to 

communicate with their remote learners during this last 

part of their in-class day. Their planning time is 

certainly different. I commend our teachers and staff on 

their flexibility and agility to meet the needs of their 

teaching responsibilities. 

• Our Kindergarten to Grade 8 students will begin their 

MAP (Measure of Academic Progress) testing with a 

completion date of October 1. These are the tests that 

replace our standardized tests. These tests will be 

completed on their chrome books. 

• We are going to try to serve hot lunch beginning 

Monday, September 28, 2020. Student lunches cost 

$2.50. Students need to tell their teacher first thing in 

the morning, if they are eating hot lunch. Money can be 

sent in or charged to your credit card. If money is sent 

in, please mark on the envelope what the money if for 

and the name of the student. Please send the money in 

advance. 

• There will only be white milk served this year. We are 

looking to hasten the process of the tray line. 

• I would like to commend your kids and our teachers on 

following the protocol set in place. I am proud to see 

masks worn properly, social distance happening and so 

many more positive actions during these times. Thank 

you so much for all of your encouragement and help. 

We also have a Parish event coming up that your children 

in which your children will be participating during the day 

and we are asking for parent participation as you can 

manage. 

Here is some of the information. 

On Thursday, September 24th our parish is participating in 

a National Day of Prayer and Fasting in reparation for heal-

ing and conversion of hearts for our country. We would like 

to enlist the HCS students and you, parents, to join in and 

participate in whatever way works best for your family. 

The students will participate in the Luminous Mysteries of 

the Rosary. We will pray for the benefit of our country. 

And finally, an encouraging word to you, parents. We ask 

that you participate as your schedules allows. The Saint 

Michael Prayer Warriors are looking to fill eight 

unaccounted for hours on that particular Thursday. If that is 

something you might be interested in, you can reach out to 

Tom Schuhler at stmichpw20@gmail.com, or by phone 

at 815.538.1940. 

Take care. 

Peace and all good. 

Mrs. Kobilsek 

Holy Cross Confirmation 

Due to COVID-19 considera-
tions our Confirmation Cel-
ebration Mass will be split 
into two separate occa-
sions. 

We are also looking to go 
back to celebrating the sac-

 
ing the week, as was done in years ’ past. 

We are still looking at celebrating the sacra-
ment in October, and are now also targeting 
Wednesday evenings. Father Pilon still has to 
get some details aligned through the diocese 
and then we will know the dates. Most likely, we 
will be looking at two consecutive Wednesdays 
in the middle of the month, or at the end of the 
month. 

More information will be coming in the next 
couple of weeks. Please watch this section of 
the bulletin for updates. 

mailto:stmichpw20@gmail.cp,


 

 

this action in our country today. Click on the 
link for more information: 
https://www.actsxxix.org/national-day-prayer-fasting 

Our country is in a very bad place right now 
with the union of states splintering more and 
more every day. People are being less civil 
toward one another, and we are clearly losing 
our way. This is not the way of the Christian. 
Christ calls us to union with Him, and if we 
would be His disciples then it is critical that we 
bring His LOVE back into the world. 

We are planning a day of prayer and fasting, 
including Mass and Eucharistic Adoration, the 
Rosary and the Divine Mercy Chaplet. 

Many parishioners have signed up to be a part 
of the Saint Michael’s Prayer Warriors to pray 
for COVID-related intentions. The intent of this 
endeavor was to have someone praying every 
hour of every day. We have fallen short of that 

goal. {Perhaps this day is an opportunity for 

you to fulfill one hour. This is not a commitment 

to repeating the hour every week, it is just com-

mitting for this special day. If you can fill an 

hour of prayer, please contact Tom Schuhler at 

stmichpw20@gmail.com, or by phone at 

815.538.1940} 

Our schedule for the day is as follows: 
6:00 a.m. ~ Adoration 
7:00 a.m. ~ Mass 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. ~ Adoration ~ in the  
 main church—NOT the chapel 
1:30 p.m. ~ Pray the Luminous Mysteries of the  
 Rosary 
3:00 p.m. ~ Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
6:00 p.m. ~ Adoration 
7:00 p.m. ~ Mass 

For more information click this link: 
https://mendotacatholic.org/national-day-of-prayer-fasting 

Confession and Communion will also be 
available as always. Please make a plan to join 
us for at least some portion of the scheduled 
prayers—even if you are unable to join us 
physically and can commit to praying at home. 

First Communion Celebrated 

Please pray for the children making their First Holy 

Communion on Sunday, September 13th and Sunday, 

September 20th. 

Save the Date! 
A National Day of Prayer is being planned for 
Thursday, September 24th? 

This is being planned based on a proclamation 
by President Abraham Lincoln, calling on all 
the faithful of this country to have a day of 
prayer, humiliation and fasting for the benefit 
of the country. 

When you read the text of this proclamation 
you will clearly see the relevance of calling for 

TWENTY -FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

https://www.actsxxix.org/national-day-prayer-fasting
mailto:stmichpw20@gmail.cp,
https://mendotacatholic.org/national-day-of-prayer-fasting


 

 



 

 

FORM (ONE FOR EACH CHILD, PLEASE),

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 



 

 

TWENTY -FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Why do we celebrate  
Catechetical Sunday? 

In 1935, the Vatican published On the Better Care and 
Promotion of Catechetical Education, a document that 
asks every country to acknowledge the importance of 
the Church’s teaching ministry and to honor those who 
serve the Christian community as catechists. For the 
first few years after Catechetical Sunday was estab-
lished, national catechetical congresses were held in 
conjunction with the celebration. Beginning in 1971, the 
USCCB’s Department of Education began producing ma-
terials to help parishes celebrate the event at the local 
level. When the Committee on Catechesis, now named 
the Committee of Evangelization and Catechesis, was 
named by the Conference as a standing Committee, it 
continued to publish Catechetical Sunday materials 
each year. The United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops has designated the third Sunday in September 
as Catechetical Sunday. 

Those whom the community has designated to serve as 
catechists will be called forth to be commissioned for their 
ministry. Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity 
to reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of 
Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness to 
the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to 
rededicate themselves to this mission as a community of 
faith. 

What Does the word “Catechetical” Mean? 
The word might be more familiar than you think. Many 
Catholics have used the word "catechism" for years, and 
they know it has something to do with the compendium 
of the Church's teachings. The root word, "catechesis," is 
from a Greek word meaning "to echo, or resound." 
Catechesis is the act of resounding or bringing the 
Church's teachings to the world. A catechist is one who 
teaches in the name of the Church.  

How are parents, the primary catechists of their 
children, recognized on Catechetical Sunday? 
Parents are truly the primary catechists of their children. 
They prepare the soil and plant the first seeds of faith. 
On Catechetical Sunday, we not only highlight the work 
of catechists in parishes and schools, but we also 
commend parents and guardians and encourage them 
to take seriously their role of making their Catholic 
households a place where faith is passed on to the next 
generation. This is why the rite of blessing of catechists 
used on Catechetical Sunday includes an optional 
blessing of parents and guardians. 

Sunday, September 20th is 
Catechetical Sunday 

Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to reflect on the role that each per-
son plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing 
on the faith and being a witness to the Gos-
pel. Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity 
for all to rededicate themselves to this mis-
sion as a community of faith. 

A Prayer for Catechists 
Loving Father, we pray today for our cate-
chists. We thank you for their gift of minis-
try in your Church. 

Grant them your wisdom that they may 
grow in the understanding and teaching of 
your Word. Grant them also your love that 
they may be fruitful heralds of your Word 
and lead others to love you. 

Pour forth your Holy Spirit upon them to 
grant them wisdom about what is im-
portant; knowledge of the truths of faith; 
understanding of their meaning; right 
judgement about how to apply them in life; 
courage to persevere even in the face of 
adversity; reverence before all that is sa-
cred and holy; and that loving zeal which 
leads others to a transforming encounter 
with your Son. 

We pray this through Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 



 

 

Parents, students, and families who participate 
in the parish’s religious education program for 
those students who attend our community’s 
public schools. Please know that I am aware of 
the many questions arising about when our CCD 
program will start and what it will entail. 

I can tell you that we are going to a platform 
that will involve the parents’ as the primary 
teacher of their children. There is no reason to 
get nervous about it, thinking you don’t feel 
qualified to take on that role. We will furnish you 

with the information you will need, and will ask that you lead your child(ren) by ensuring that they 
keep up with their school work, including the religious education assignments each week. 

We will continue to use the same texts and curriculum that we have been using for the past several 
years (Faith & Life Published by Ignatius Press). This should allow for a smoother transition to the 
online classwork since the teachers are already familiar with the curriculum. 

We will still have dedicated teachers at each grade level, but will have to do all of our class work 

online, as we will not be using the Holy Cross School building at all this year. 

Brian Corrigan, DRE 

Confessions are held on Wednesdays from 12 p.m.—1 p.m. and on in front of 

Father’s garage. 

Confession will also be available on Saturdays,  to 3 p.m. in front of the garage. 

Please follow the signs as they will direct you. 

If you would like to spend some time before the Blessed Sacrament, Fr. Pilon will livestream this 

Exposition, using the same site as is used for streaming the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

(see inside front cover for instructions). 

The Adoration is scheduled from 2:00—3:00 p.m. every Sunday. 

*Exposition will also be visible from Michigan Avenue, as well... 

Father will lead the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, following the Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament. 

These additional devotions will be every Sunday for the foreseeable future. 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 
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A Stewardship Prayer 
Oh God, 

I resolve 
to put you first in my life. 

I recognize that You have blessed me with all that I have  
and all that I am. 

I resolve, 
as Your steward,  

to sacrifice when necessary but always to do so  
out of a spirit of sincere love,  

just as Your Son, Jesus, did for me. 

I accept 
Your challenge with humility,  

to share from my means  
rather than from my excess. 

I resolve 
to be generous with my time, talent, and treasure,  

giving in proportion to the gifts I have been given by You. 

I know 
there will be times when I will fail  

to be Your good steward. 

I pledge, 
with Your help,  

to keep on trying when that happens. 

I will 
confidently live each day  

with a spirit of true peace and joy in  

Knowing You, 
Loving You, and 

Serving You. 

Amen 

2020 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 
Today the 2020 Annual Diocesan Appeal be-
gins in our parish and throughout the Diocese 
of Peoria. It is time for us to do what we can to 
support not only our Diocese but the pro-
grams and ministries that benefit our parish 
and our Catholic community. The ADA sup-
ports the education of our future priests and 
deacons as well as the Office of Catholic 
Schools. It supports ministries that change 
lives for the better. We are blessed with much; 
let us be a blessing to others. 

C 

TWENTY -FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  



 

 


