
 

 

 



 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 

Sunday, October 25th 

9:00 a.m. +Donna Linder by Jeanne & Jim Fitzpatrick 

11:00 a.m. Humberto Torres by Family 

Monday, October 26th 

7:00 p.m. +Barb Sondgeroth by Jim & Jeanne Fitzpatrick 

Tuesday, October 27th 

7:00 a.m. Parish: +Jean Joerger by Matt & Kristi Carroll 

9:00 a.m. School: +Janet Schmidt by Alice Lauer 

Wednesday, October 28th 

8:00 a.m. +Danny Arredondo by Papa, Ama, y Tio Ric 

Thursday, October 29th 

7:00 a.m. Parish: +Joel Schroeder by Lisa Schroeder 

9:00 a.m. School: +Karl Soliman by Prendergast Family 

Friday, October 30th 

8:00 a.m. +Dennis Jones by Troy & Shelley Koehler 

Saturday, October 31st 

4:00 p.m. +Oneida Doran by Family 

Sunday, November 1st 

9:00 a.m. +Deceased Members of the Knights of Columbus 

12:00 p.m. Dominga Arteaga by Felipa Arteaga 

Lector’s Schedule 

Saturday, October 24 Brian Corrigan 

Sunday, October 25 Rudy Arteaga 

Saturday, October 31 Brian Corrigan 

Sunday, November 1 Clare Fischer 

Saturday, November 7 Gwen Krenz 

Sunday, November 8 Rudy Arteaga 

Saturday, November 14 Nancy Goble 

Sunday, November 15 Clare Fischer 

Saturday, November 21 Gwen Krenz 

Sunday, November 22 Nancy Goble 

Saturday, November 28 Brian Corrigan 

Sunday, November 29 Rudy Arteaga 

If you are interested in getting on the list of Lector’s 

for the weekend Mass schedule, please contact the 

parish office, or briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com 

Tuesday and Thursday at 

The Mass will continue to be livestreamed via the 
Zoom connection we have been using. The Sunday 
Masses, including the Saturday Vigil Mass will contin-
ue to be broadcast to the parking lot via the loud-
speaker system. It may be best to leave the sound off, 
but if you would like to watch, this option may make 
your Mass experience a better one. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 

Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 
are aware of this new development.  The link, ID, and 
Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 
are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

mailto:briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
mailto:frppilon@holycrossmendota.com


 

 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 

"“I desire that (Eucharistic) Adoration take 
place for the intention of imploring Mercy 

for the world.” 
~St. Faustina Maria Kowalska 

Pray that our Chapel may soon reopen so that 
we may once again fall down in Adoration of 

Our Blessed Lord exposed in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. 

Chapel Coordinator, Karen Brandner 
1-815-915-6635 

 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.   Oct  17 3148 50.00 Carlene Schuhler 

Sun.  Oct  18 3032 50.00 Randy Schoenfeld 

Mon.  Oct  19 2534 100.00 Greg Malach 

Tue.  Oct  20 2184 50.00 Kyle Shevlin 

Wed. Oct  21 2893 50.00 Jack Beetz 

Thur. Oct  22 2496 50.00 Connor Reppin 

Fri.   Oct  23 3153 50.00 Eugene Leffelman 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS! ! ! 

They make our bulletin possible. 

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Mission Sunday 
All Saints Day 
Air Conditioning 

Total 

For the Week of 

10/18/2020 

 
 

$4,194.00 
175.00 
131.00 
40.00 

296.00 
30.00 
23.00 

$4,889.00 

   Give God what is just, not what is left! 

2020 ANNUAL 

DIOCESAN  

APPEAL 

Thanks to all who have 
made a pledge to the Annual Diocesan Appeal. Cur-
rently, at Holy Cross we have pledges of $27,585.00 
toward our goal of $46,356.00. We have received 
pledge cards from 114 parishioners. 

At Ss. Peter & Paul we have pledges of $7,635.00 to-
ward the goal of $15,422.00 24 pledge cards have 
been returned. 

A gift to the ADA, no matter how great or small can go 
a long way. A pledge of $10 or $20 a month can add 
up. Even a one-time gift is helpful. To those who have 
contributed, we are most grateful. If you have not yet 
made a gift to the ADA, we invite you to do so today. 
Every dollar raised to make our goal supports im-
portant diocesan services and every dollar raised over 
our goal will be kept in the parish. 

The 2021 Daily Dollars are here! 
A chance to win money and help our school! 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

The Cantlin Law Firm 

John L. Cantlin 

Christina M. Cantlin 

Timothy B. Cantlin 

Joseph H. Cantlin 

Megan K. Cantlin 

Let Our Family Help 
Your Family 

www.cantlinlaw.com 
(815) 433-4712 



 

 

 
Our Devotion for October is to 

the Holy Rosary 

Mary, Our Lady of the Rosary 

By Brian Smith 

Back in the Middle Ages, many Catholics began observing special 
devotions around a particular theme each month — the Seven 
Sorrows of Mary for September, for instance. Today, many 
families are reviving this practice as part of the way they observe 
the liturgical calendar at home. By practicing monthly devotions, 
the core values of the faith will become more alive within your 
family. The beauty of monthly devotions is that there is no set 
way to celebrate. So, be creative, make it fun, and adapt your 
celebration to your own family. 

Here are some ways to celebrate the popular devotion 
for October, the holy rosary. 

Talking with kids about the Rosary 

In the year 1206 in southern France, many people were 
beginning to think that Satan was not a fallen angel but 
rather a “bad god.” This, of course, is not true. The Cath-
olic Church has always taught that Satan is a fallen an-
gel; one that rejected God’s love and mercy. There is but 
one true God. 

A man by the name of Dominic was very troubled by 
what was taking place in the hearts and minds of his 
countrymen. Dominic began to pray very fervently and 
made many sacrifices. He hoped that this misbelief that 
Satan was a god would soon pass. 

God was very pleased with Dominic’s prayers and al-
lowed Mary to appear to him. Mary gave Dominic the ro-
sary and taught him how to use it as a prayerful weapon 
in combatting the evils taking place on Earth. Mary asked 
Dominic to encourage others to pray the rosary in hope 
that more souls will follow the teachings of Jesus. 

Dominic was canonized a saint on July 3, 1234. His feast 
day is Aug. 8. St. Dominic is also the founder of the Or-
der of Friars Preachers, also known as the Dominicans. 

 

The holy rosary is a prayer in which we meditate on the 
life of Jesus. Because of the mission that Mary received 
from God, her life was closely tied to Jesus. Mary’s Im-
maculate Heart was always focused on the life of her son 
Jesus. When we pray the rosary, we are asking Mary to 
pray for us that we might be more focused on the life of 
Jesus. 

Feast days & Memorials 

The following days can be connected to this month’s 
devotion. Click to learn more. 

1 St. Thérèse of Lisieux 

2 The Holy Guardian Angels 

3 St. Francis of Assisi 

4 Blessed Marie Rose Durocher 

5 St. Faustina 

7 Our Lady of the Rosary 

9 St. John Leonardi 

11 St. John XXIII 

15 St. Theresa of Avila 

17 St. Ignatius of Antioch 

18 St. Luke 

20 St. Paul of the Cross 

22 St. John Paul II 

Bible Verse 

A take away for kids to memorize and/or include in their 
daily prayer. 

“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.” Lk 1:38) 

Prayer Prompts 

Questions to help propagate the faith with your children. 

• How can we better follow Jesus as Mary did? 

• What sins can we petition God to help us combat? 

• Which mystery of Jesus’ life is most important to me? 

Live It 

Incorporate this month’s devotion with the virtues of 
faith, hope and charity. 

Faith 

Recite the following prayer as a family. 

Praying the rosary as a family is a great tradition. It is 
hard to say an entire rosary properly, especially with 
younger children. Older kids, who may have never 
prayed the rosary before, may also struggle. What’s im-
portant is to develop a system that works for your family. 

To learn the proper way to pray the rosary in its entirety, 
click here. 

Hope 

Learn about God’s infinite mercy. 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

https://teachingcatholickids.com/the-seven-sorrows-of-mary-monthly-devotion-for-september/
https://teachingcatholickids.com/the-seven-sorrows-of-mary-monthly-devotion-for-september/
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p1s2c1p7.htm
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p1s2c1p7.htm
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=105
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-every-catholic-should-know/guardian-angel-prayer
https://teachingcatholickids.com/meet-st-francis-of-assisi-saints-for-kids/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=402
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=510
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/our-lady-of-the-rosary/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=359
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=7305
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=208
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=677
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-luke/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=810
http://www.usccb.org/about/leadership/holy-see/john-paul-ii/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/1
https://teachingcatholickids.com/teaching-children-the-rosary/


 

 

Zoom web address:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 9:00 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

 2:00 p.m. Adoration via Zoom 

 3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 3:15 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 9:00 a.m.  School Mass—Staff & Students Only 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Wed: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession INSIDE 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 9:00 a.m.  School Mass—Staff & Students Only 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession INSIDE 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Fri: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Sat: 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Confession INSIDE 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

The Holy Rosary… 
On October 7, 1571, the Battle of Lepanto took place af-
ter tension between Christian Europe and the Islamic 
Ottoman Empire had been mounting for many years. 
The Ottoman Empire was closing in on Rome and was 
on the verge of overthrowing Christian Europe. St. Pius 
V saw the impending danger and summoned as much 
militia as he could to combat the Ottomans. Despite his 
plea for help, St. Pius’ fleet was outnumbered nearly 
double. 

Before the battle took place, St. Pius V prayed the ro-
sary very frequently, begging Mary to plead with God 
that Christianity would be saved. The pope asked all of 
the men in the papal forces to carry a rosary with them 
into battle and to pray it often. 

The battle lasted nearly five hours; the sea turned red 
from all of the bloodshed. In all, 16,000 men lost their 
lives that day, and even more were injured. The papal 
forces had succeeded and Christian Europe was pre-
served. St. Pius V declared Oct. 7 as the feast of Our 
Lady of Victory. Two years later in 1573, Pope Gregory 
XIII changed the name of the feast to the feast of the 
Holy Rosary. 

Charity 

Help the church to grow within your own 
community. 

Many parishes across the country have scheduled times 
where parishioners may congregate to pray the rosary 
together. These times are often published in your parish 
bulletin. 

In addition, there are two national rosary campaigns that 
take place during the month of October. Catholics from 
the United States (and beyond) will be coming together 
to pray for our nation and our fellow citizens. Consider 
attending a rosary rally near your home: 

Rosary Coast to Coast: October 2019 

For more information about monthly devotions, see the 
Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy: #20, #32, 
#190-191 and the Catholic Encyclopedia: Special 
Devotions for Months 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
http://rosarycoasttocoast.com/
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccdds/documents/rc_con_ccdds_doc_20020513_vers-direttorio_en.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10542a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10542a.htm


 

 

 

In today’s world, where seemingly everything is 
political, it is not uncommon to hear the charge that, 
for most of us, who are descended in some way from 
European pilgrims or settlers, there is also someone 
who is called the “First Nation” people. 

The saying goes that through colonization and war-
time conflict and conquest, these First Nation people 
lost what was theirs. And to be sure, there is some 
truth to that, but the wider point that is too often 
missed is this: Throughout the history of the world, 
one people has raised arms against another people in 
conflict and conquest, and as the saying goes, “to the 
victor goes the spoils.” It’s a sad but true statement 
that throughout all of human history mankind has not 
been able to live according to the commands of God.  

Even God-fearing people have not been able to live 
up to the high ideal which our Lord was asked about in 
today’s Gospel. In yet another foolish attempt to lay a 
trap for Jesus, the Pharisees ask Jesus “which 
commandment in the law is greatest?” Jesus tells them 
the answer is really very simple: “You shall love the 
Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first 
commandment. The second is like it: You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. The whole law and the 
prophets depend on these two commandments.” 

This is the beginning of understanding the answer 
to that most basic of questions—why am I here? You 
and I are here because God put us here. He put each 
one of us here for a very specific reason. He also put 
us here for a very general reason—to know Him, to 
love Him, and to serve Him in this world, and to live 
forever with Him in the world that is to come. In 
essence, we were put here to become saints; for a 
saint is a holy soul.  Whether that holy soul is in the 
here and now or already in eternity doesn’t matter. 
There are indeed saints who may be seen living among 
us right this very moment. Of course there are also 
those who have gone on before us and are alive in 
eternity enjoying the beatific vision in the presence of 
God right now. 

All of this is merely to say, it is time for us to put 
politics aside and retrain our focus on loving God and 
loving each other. If we can achieve that ideal and live 
that commandment, then it really will not matter a 
whit what the outcome of any election is, or who sits in 
power. There is really only one seat of power anyway... 

This is one of the most basic 
questions known to man. “Why am I here? What 
is the purpose of all this? Is there any rhyme or 

reason to what happens—and is happening—in the 
world today? 

Last week we heard about King Cyrus of Persia 
allowing the Jewish people to return to their home and 
rebuild the Temple. In today’s passage from Exodus we 
hear the admonition “You shall not molest or oppress 
an alien, for you were once aliens yourselves in the land 
of Egypt. You shall not wrong any widow or orphan. If 
you ever wrong them and they cry out to me, I will 
surely hear their cry. … I will kill you by the sword; then 
your own wives will be widows, and your children 
orphans.”  

“Like”       us on                     at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross   by Brian Corrigan 

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross


 

 

fueron desterrados del 
jardín del Edén, todavía no tenían hijos. Los primeros hijos 
nacidos naturalmente en la historia de la humanidad, Caín 
y luego Abel, fueron los primeros en nacer con la mancha 
del pecado original de sus padres en sus almas. 

Esa mancha finalmente asomó su fea cabeza cuando 
ambos, Caín y Abel, ofrecieron un sacrificio a Dios. Caín era 
un granjero que trabajaba la tierra para producir su pro-
ducto. Abel era un pastor que cuidaba el ganado. Caín 
ofreció del fruto de la tierra, mientras que su hermano 
ofreció a Dios la prueba de la grasa, esto es, los animales 
más selectos de sus rebaños. Al Señor le agradó la ofrenda 
de Abel, pero la ofrenda de Caín no le agradó. 

Esto le dolió a Caín. Comenzó a acumular resentimien-
to contra su hermano porque su propio sacrificio no agra-
daba al Señor. Dios le preguntó a Caín por qué estaba 
enojado y abatido. Le dijo a Caín que sería aceptable si ac-
tuaba correctamente. Señaló que era capaz de controlar 
sus emociones, pero si continuaba dejando que sus emo-
ciones lo dominaran, entonces el pecado lo estaría espe-
rando. 

Como sabemos, Caín dejó que sus emociones se apo-
deraran de él. Conspiró para matar a su hermano y le pidió 
a Abel que caminara por el campo con él. Cuando estaban 
en el campo, Caín atacó a Abel y lo mató. 

Entonces el Señor le preguntó a Caín: '¿Dónde está tu 
hermano?' Caín respondió: '¿Soy yo acaso guarda de mi 
hermano?' Dios le pidió a Caín que confesara su pecado, lo 
que Caín no hizo. Dios le dijo que debido a que había ma-
tado a su hermano, la tierra que había trabajado ya no le 
rendiría sus frutos. Sería expulsado y obligado a vagar por 
la tierra sin fin. 

Caín volvió a sentirse abatido y le dijo al Señor: 'Mi cas-
tigo es demasiado grande para que yo lo pueda soportar'. 
Lamentó que había perdido su trabajo como forma de vida 
y al verse obligado a vagar estaba sujeto a ser asesinado él 
mismo. Dios le dijo que no sería asesinado. Puso una mar-
ca en Caín y dijo que si alguien mataba a Caín, sería venga-
do siete veces. 

Caín vagó hacia el este y se estableció en la tierra de 
Nod, que se encuentra al este del Edén. La lección aquí es 
que el pecado original traído a la creación de Dios es de 
hecho promulgado e ilustrado en la historia de Caín y Abel. 
A lo largo de toda la Historia de la Salvación, debemos te-
ner en cuenta que Dios es amor y que creó todo (incluida 
la humanidad) para compartir ese amor perfecto. 

were banished from the garden of Eden, 
they were still childless. The first naturally-born children in 
the history of mankind, Cain and then Abel, were the first 
born with the stain of their parents original sin on their 
souls. 

That stain ultimately reared its ugly head when both, 
Cain and Abel offered a sacrifice to God. Cain was a farmer, 
working the ground to bring forth its produce. Abel was a 
herdsman who tended to livestock. Cain offered from the 
fruit of the ground, while his brother offered God the fat-
test, this is, the choicest, animals from his flocks. The Lord 
was pleased with Abel’s offering, but Cain’s offering did 
not please him. 

This stung Cain. He began to build up resentment 
against his brother because his own sacrifice was not 
pleasing to the Lord. God asked Cain why he was angry 
and dejected. He told Cain he would be acceptable if he 
only acted rightly. He pointed out that he was able to have 
command over his emotions, but if he continued to let his 
emotions rule, then sin would be waiting for him. 

As we know, Cain did let his emotions get the best of 
him. He plotted to kill his brother, and asked Abel to walk 
in the fields with him. When they were in the field Cain set 
upon Abel attacking him and killing him. 

The Lord then asked Cain, “Where is your brother?” 
Cain replied, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” God asked Cain 
to confess his sin, which Cain did not do. God told him 
that because he had killed his brother, the ground that he 
had worked would no longer yield its produce to him. He 
would be cast out and forced to wander the earth end-
lessly. 

Again Cain was dejected, saying to the Lord, “My pun-
ishment is too great for me to bear.” He lamented that he 
had lost his labor as way of life and in being forced to 
wander was subject to being murdered himself. God told 
him he would not be murdered. He put a mark on Cain 
and said if anyone should kill Cain he would be avenged 
seven times. 

Cain wandered to the east and settled in the land of 
Nod, which lies east of Eden. The lesson here is that the 
original sin brought into God’s creation is indeed promul-
gated and illustrated in the story of Cain and Abel. 
Through all of Salvation History we must keep in mind 
that God is love, and he created everything (including 
mankind) to share in that perfect love. 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have not checked out the new FORMED.org 
website, we strongly encourage you to do so. It is chock-
full of great videos, movies, eBooks and audio books, 
Bible studies, talks, and so much more! 

All you need to do now is go to: Formed.org and 
register an account by clicking on “Sign Up,” then select “I 
belong to a Parish or Organization,” find our parish by 
name, or zip, enter your email address and you’re in. It’s 
that easy! 

What can we recommend for this week? 
Watch 
 POPE JOHN PAUL II’S LETTER ON THE ROSARY—FORMED 
NOW To close out October, the month dedicated to the 
Most Holy Rosary, enjoy this discussion between Dr. Tim 
Gray and Lucas Pollice on St. John Paul II ’s letter on the 
Rosary. This wonderful discussion will help draw you 
deeper into the mysteries of Christ meditated on in the 
Rosary. 

Listen 
 PUT NOT YOUR TRUST IN PRINCES BY CHRISTOPHER CHECK 
Speaking from his perspective as a historian, Christo-
pher Check reminds us that the crisis in our age is cul-
tural and, in the end, spiritual. He explains that a flour-
ishing society is not achieved through legislation or at 
the ballot box, but instead radiates from the family out. 

Learn 
 LECTIO: MARY Why is Mary so important to Catholics, 
and why have so many people been devoted to her 
over the centuries? Dr. Brant Petre examines the life 
and identity of Mary. 

In what way is the faith of the Church  
one faith alone?

THESE EXCERPTS ARE FROM THE COMPENDIUM OF THE CCC. 

† Why are the formulas of faith important? 
The formulas of faith are important because they permit one to 
express, assimilate, celebrate, and share together with others 
the truths of the faith through a common language. 

Further reading CCC ¶ [170-171] 

† In what way is the faith of the Church one faith alone? 
The Church, although made up of persons who have diverse 
languages, cultures, and rites, nonetheless profess with a united 
voice the one faith that was received from the one Lord and 
that was passed on by the one Apostolic Tradition. She 
confesses one God alone, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and 
points to one way of salvation. Therefore we believe with one 
heart and one soul all that is contained in the Word of God, 
handed down or written, and which is proposed by the Church 
as divinely revealed. 

Further reading CCC ¶ [172-175, 182]

~ Confirmation News ~ 
Holy Cross church will celebrate the 
Sacrament of Confirmation at 7:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, October 28. 

The restrictions for the number of 
people who may attend are limited to 
the Confirmand, the Sponsor, plus 3 
additional people (per Confirmand) for a  

total of 5 people per pew. Masks must be worn and 
except for those from the same household, the 6 foot 
social distance recommendation must be followed. 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle 
in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they 
shall be created, and You shall renew the face of the earth. 
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the 
hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we 
may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations, through 
Christ our Lord, Amen. 

https://formed.org


 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 
Dear Parents, 

I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you, par-

ents, for all that you are doing to self-check COVID-19 

symptoms at home and to work with us and your 

health care providers as symptoms appear. I realize it 

is frustrating for parents when it is even one symptom 

that presents itself. Please be patient with us and with 

yourselves. This too, shall pass. 

I also wanted to give a huge recognition to our 
teachers and staff. I know the planning that has gone 
into this school year from my perspective. I have had a 
few days when I haven’t been able to find a substitute 
or we need an on-the-spot substitute and I find myself 
in the classroom again. I miss teaching and I love 
teaching. This time in the classroom has given me so 
many opportunities to pray for our awesome teachers 
and staff, and pray for all that they are doing to keep 
the teaching and learning going. I can’t even find words 
to describe my gratitude to our teachers and staff. We 
have all found that at any moment’s notice, we might 
find ourselves quarantined, isolated, waiting for re-
sults, teaching remote students, etc. and the teaching 
continues. Here’s the great thing about our teachers 
and staff, everyone pitches in. Our teachers and staffs’ 
flexibility is second to none. So, I give huge kudos to 
our Holy Cross School teachers and staff. They truly are 
the best!!!!!!!! HCS is so blessed!!!!! 

I also give credit to our substitute teachers. They 
truly are blessings to help us keep running smoothly. 
You remain in my prayers of gratitude!!!!!!! 

Peace, 

Mrs. Kobilsek 

Halloween Costumes May Be Worn on 
Thursday, October 29th 

We celebrate Halloween because it is the eve or 
All Saints Day, November 1st. We will celebrate All 
Saints Day on October 29, with an 11:30 a.m. dismis-
sal. We welcome fun with the wearing of Halloween

 

gory and inappropriate costumes for your own use 
and not worn at school. No weapons. No face 
paint. Halloween costume masks may be worn as 
students arrive at school and then after dismissal. 
Halloween costume masks will not be worn during 
school. Have fun making your plans! If you don’t 
want to wear a costume, you can wear jeans (no 
rips or tears), khakis, knee-length shorts or knee-
length skirt or dress and an appropriate shirt of 
your choice. No leggings as pants. 

Students in grades 1, 3, 4, and 7 will be at the 
school Mass at 9:00. Teachers will use their best 
judgment of what needs to be left in the classroom 
during Mass. This is a directive from Fr. Pilon. 

Things we won’t be able to do on October 29th: 

• Have class parties 

• Have class treats 

• Have trunk or treating 

Things we will be able to do on October 29th: 

• Wear a costume 

• Have a costume parade with some other classes 

• Do a class Saint study 

• Have a class STREAM (Science, Technology, 
Religion, Engineering, Art, Math) activity and 
design masks for the Pope image located in the 
school hallway 

• The teachers will be working on recording and 
creating a virtual costume parade. After the day 
is over, we will be sharing it with you 
electronically. 

Repeat: School Masses 
Our school Masses are on Tuesdays and Thurs-

days. We are sorry that you are not able to join us 

for those Masses in person. The Masses will contin-

ue to be live streamed via the Zoom connection Fr. 

Pilon has been using. It may be best to leave the 

sound off, but if you would like to watch, this op-

tion may make your Mass experience a better one. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 



 

 

 

Vision & Hearing Screening 
The Kindergarten to Grade 8 students will have their 
vision and hearing screened on October 28 and 29. If 
your child wears glasses, please make sure they bring 
their glasses with them that day

 

Students May Wear Shorts  
Through October 

Students may wear shorts through the month of October. 

Continuous Novena through the 
intercession of Saint Thérèse of Lisieux 

Our Kindergarten to Grade 8 students will be 
participating in a Diocesan wide continuous novena 
through 2020-2021 through the intercession of St. 
Thérèse of Lisieux. Our Holy Cross students will be 
saying our share of the 9-day novena during the school 
days from November 3-6 and November 9-13. We will 
send our prayers through the intercession of St. 
Therese for holy vocations in our diocese - especially to 
the priesthood. 

Here is the link to the novena if you would like to join in 
on our prayers: 

https://comeandfollowme.org/howtohelp/prayer/ 

Knowing that a sacred call comes from Jesus Himself, 
Who asked us to beg Him for more laborers, please 
join in our prayers. 

Collect Your Empty Cartridges 
One of our fundraisers is to collect your empty ink 
cartridges.

 

Fr. Pilon ~ Weekend Away 

I will be gone from Friday, October 23rd to Monday, 
October 26th. Although we cannot attend a game, my 
brother’s tailgate weekend is still happening. Mass on 
Monday will be at 7 pm. Msgr. Swaner will be here for 
Masses on Saturday and Sunday. There will be no 
scheduled confessions on Saturday and the Spanish 
Mass on Sunday will be at 11 am. 

In addition, I would remind everyone that there will be 
NO confession available on Saturday, October 24th. 
God bless. Fr. Pilon 

School Masses (continued from previous page) 
Here is the link for the Zoom site: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?
pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 

Password: 811195 

The Sunday Masses, including the Saturday Vigil 
Mass will continue to be broadcast to the parking 
lot via the loud-speaker system. The school Masses 
will not be broadcast in the parking lot. The link, ID, 
and Password are the same for all of the Masses. If 
there are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached 
by email at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

Repeat: IDPH Protocol 

The Illinois Department of Public Health exclusion 
guidance is the protocol we follow for symptomatic 
individuals. We do need to send home or deny entry 
if even one symptom is present. We need a release 
note from your doctor or healthcare provider in or-
der to return to school. This note can be in paper 
form, or you can take a picture of it and email it to: 
tthomas@holy-crossmendota.com, or you can fax it 
to Holy Cross School at 1-815-539-9082. 

Next steps are guided by your doctor or health care 

Health. 

If you have any questions, please call Mrs. Thomas 

or Mrs. Kobilsek. 

Box Tops for Education has a New 
System 

Our school will continue to collect Box Tops for Ed-
ucation this school year. You download the Box Tops 
for Education app on your phone. You can then scan 
your receipt and choose Holy Cross School. You are 
helping Holy Cross School earn cash. If you have any 
paper box tops, please send them in to the school. 

A good rule to have is to check the boxes before 
they go into the garbage. With the new system, the 
box top icon is not a coupon but an image to remind 
you to scan your receipt. If you see the Box Top icon, 
just scan your receipt and choose Holy Cross School. 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://comeandfollowme.org/howtohelp/prayer/&sa=D&ust=1603221802339000&usg=AOvVaw2fQ-aUFHua6kJFKT_-QPAP
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd%3DRzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09&sa=D&ust=1600890962756000&usg=AOvVaw2nFwLX0_mgEOjHAzPmOY5D
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd%3DRzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09&sa=D&ust=1600890962756000&usg=AOvVaw2nFwLX0_mgEOjHAzPmOY5D
mailto:tthomas@holycrossmendota.com


 

 



 

 

, and the month of November is dedicated to 

remembering the souls of those who have gone on before us and offering prayers on their 

behalf. 

The roses that will remain in front of the altar during November are a reminder to pray 

often, not only for the souls of family and friends, but also for those souls in Purgatory 

who may not have anyone to pray for them. 

If you would like to add a loved one to the "All Souls' Remembrance Book" 

that was used last year, you may drop a note in the basket in front of the 

altar with their name(s), which will then be added to the book. If you are 

still not entering into the church building, you may send the name(s) to 

kahlj@rocketmail.com, or text the name to 815.356.1229. A rose will be 

added on your behalf to the bouquets in front of the altar. 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25TH, 2020 
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For more Pro-Life voter guides and information click on this link: https://mendotacatholic.org/2020-general-election  

 

Our National Elections are scheduled for November 3rd. As a good 

Catholic, you are responsible for making wise and prudent choices in this 

country’s electoral process. The guide below is intended to help you 

understand where various candidates stand on issues that are of primary 

importance to Catholics.  

For more information check the parish website at: 

https://mendotacatholic.org/2020-general-election 

 

 

https://mendotacatholic.org/2020-general-election
https://mendotacatholic.org/2020-general-election


 

 

 

If you would like to spend some time before the Blessed Sacrament, Fr. Pilon will livestream this 

Exposition, using the same site as is used for streaming the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

(see inside front cover for instructions). 

The Adoration is scheduled from 2:00—3:00 p.m. every Sunday. 

*Exposition will also be visible from Michigan Avenue, as well... 

Father will lead the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, following the Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament. 

These additional devotions will be every Sunday for the foreseeable future. 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

Beginning Wednesday, October 21st, confessions will be moving back inside the church. The times will 

remain the same: Wednesdays from 12 p.m.—1 p.m. and on 

 to 3:30 p.m. A barrier has been installed to maintain health & safety protocols, so confession may 

be done either anonymously or face-to-face. 
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God our Father, source of all holiness,  

the work of Your Hands is manifest in Your saints, 

the beauty of Your truth is reflected in their faith. 

May we who aspire to have part in their joy be 

filled with the spirit that blessed their lives,  

so that having shared their faith on earth may we 

also know their peace in your kingdom.  

Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The glorious company of the apostles praise Thee. 

The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise Thee. 

The white-robed army of martyrs praise Thee. 

All Thy saints and elect with one voice do 

acknowledge Thee, O Blessed Trinity, one God! 

 

Heavenly Father, who said, 

“Let light shine out of the darkness”, 

allow Your light to shine in our hearts 

and give us the grace of Your compassion. 

Jesus, dear Savior, on this day we 

prayerfully remember all our loved ones 

who have died.  Please give them 

comfort and hope and may they be 

at peace, knowing that they will rest in 

God’s arms eternally. 

Thank You for our memories of them 

and for the good times we shared.  

We ask You, please, through their 

intercession, to deepen our faith, 

strengthen our hope and 

increase our love.  Amen 



 

 


