
 

 

 



 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 

Sunday, December 6th 

9:00 a.m. +Ed Lauer 

12:00 p.m. +Perfecto Espinoza by Sara Escatel 

Monday, December 7th 

8:00 a.m. +Dennis Jones by Jerry & Pat Garland 

Tuesday, December 8th 

7:00 a.m. Parish: Special Intentions of the Kuczek Family 

9:00 a.m. School Mass on Zoom: +Ben Bokus by Family 

Wednesday, December 9th 

8:00 a.m. +Betty Strouss Smith by Jeanne & Jim Fitzpatrick 

Thursday, December 10th 

7:00 a.m. Parish: +Darlene Burke by Tim & Mary Shimmek 

9:00 a.m. School Mass on Zoom: +Jim Leonard 

 by Mike & Kim Schuhler 

Friday, December 11th 

8:00 a.m. +Carl & Antoinette Vogel  

 by Deane & Phyllis Vogel 

Saturday, December 12th 

4:00 p.m. +Danny Arredondo by Papa, Ana, y Tio Ric 

Sunday, December 13th 

9:00 a.m. +Living & Deceased Members of  

   Ray & Melissa Flahive 

12:00 p.m. +Leopoldo, Perfecto, María de Jesús, Eligio,  

   Teresa Covarrubias 

Lector’s Schedule 

Saturday, December 5 Clare Fischer 

Sunday, December 6 Gwen Krenz 

Saturday, December 12 Nancy Goble 

Sunday, December 13 Rudy Arteaga 

Saturday, December 19 Brian Corrigan 

Sunday, December 20 Nancy Goble 

Saturday, December 26 Clare Fischer 

Sunday, December 27 Gwen Krenz 

Saturday, January 2 Teresa Leffelman 

Sunday, January 3 Clare Fischer 

If you are interested in getting on the list of Lector’s 
for the weekend Mass schedule, please contact the 

parish office, or briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com 

Tuesday and Thursday at 

The Mass will continue to be livestreamed via the 
Zoom connection we have been using. The Sunday 
Masses, including the Saturday Vigil Mass will contin-
ue to be broadcast to the parking lot via the loud-
speaker system. It may be best to leave the sound off, 
but if you would like to watch, this option may make 
your Mass experience a better one. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 

Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 
are aware of this new development.  The link, ID, and 
Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 
are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

mailto:briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
mailto:frppilon@holycrossmendota.com


 

 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 

“You come to me and unite Yourself intimately to me 

under the form of nourishment. Your Blood now runs 

in mine, Your Soul, Incarnate God, compenetrates 

mine, giving courage and support. What miracles! 

Who would have ever imagined such! ” 

 ~ Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

Pray that our Chapel may soon reopen so that we 
may once again fall down in Adoration of Our Blessed 

Lord exposed in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

Chapel Coordinator, Karen Brandner 
1-815-915-6635 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  Nov  28 0258 50.00 Steve Reppin 

Sun.  Nov 29 2512 50.00 Sherry Wink 

Mon.  Nov 30 1629 100.00 Angie Hedger 

Tue.  Dec     1 2577 50.00 Julie Malach 

Wed. Dec     2 0702 50.00 Jean Gordon 

Thur. Dec    3 2880 50.00 Lana Eddy 

Fri.   Dec     4 0035 50.00 Bonnie Martin 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS! ! ! 

They make our bulletin possible. 

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Human Development 
All Saints’ Day 
Seminarian Appeal 

Total 
Ss. PETER & PAUL 
NOVEMBER 29TH, 2020 
 

Sunday 
Human Development 
Seminarian Appeal 

Total 

For the Week of 

11/29/2020 

 
 

$3,839.80 
30.00 
60.00 
7.00 

30.00 
5.00 

403.52 
$4,375.32 

 
 
 

$635.00 
$60.00 
420.00 

$1,115.00 

   

2020 ANNUAL 
DIOCESAN APPEAL 

Thanks to all who have 
made a pledge to the 
Annual Diocesan Appeal. 
Currently, at Holy Cross we 
have pledges of $34,635.00 

toward our goal of $46,356.00. We have received pledge 
cards from 136 parishioners. 

At Ss. Peter & Paul we have pledges of $12,400.00 toward 
the goal of $15,422.00 34 pledge cards have been returned. 

A gift to the ADA, no matter how great or small can go a 
long way. A pledge of $10 or $20 a month can add up. 
Even a one-time gift is helpful. To those who have 
contributed, we are most grateful. If you have not yet 
made a gift to the ADA, we invite you to do so today. Every 
dollar raised to make our goal supports important diocesan 
services and every dollar raised over our goal will be kept 
in the parish. 

Give God what is just, not what is left! 

The 2021 Daily Dollars are here! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

S. J. Dullard, DVM ABVP 

1205 6th Ave. 

Mendota, IL 61342 

815-539-3844 

www.ancarevet.com 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

https://mendotacatholic.org/
http://www.ancarevet.com


 

 

 

Zoom web address:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 9:00 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

 2:00 p.m. Adoration via Zoom 

 2:00 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. Confession NOW INSIDE 

 3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 3:15 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 9:00 a.m.  School Mass—On Zoom 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession NOW INSIDE 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Wed: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession NOW INSIDE 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 9:00 a.m.  School Mass—On Zoom 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession NOW INSIDE 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Fri: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession NOW INSIDE 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Sat: 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession NOW INSIDE 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 

The following letter is from Susan Presley, the 
Pastor at the First Presbyterian Church, and is 
communicating for the Mendota Area Ministerial 
Association (MAMA). It is pertaining to the bell 
ringing for the Salvation Army at local businesses. 

Dear Friends in Ministry: 

As you know, MAMA is in charge of the Salvation 
Army bell ringing each year, which raises thousands 
of dollars, and nearly all of it stays in our 
community. 

Normally, the five organizations that ring the bell for 
two weekends are MAMA (Shell), Rotary (Beck's 
Lakeside), Lions (Cindy's) and Kiwanis (Sullivan's) 
and  

This year, things are different. 

 The local Kiwanis club has dissolved 

 Both the Lions and Rotary have opted not to put 
their members at health risk by having them ring 
bells, and both clubs are donating the average of 
what they raised in the last two years. 

 The police offered to take over the Kiwanis' two 
weekends at Sullivan's, rather than doing one 
weekend later in  

I said all that to say this—I'm open to suggestions. 
Here's a few thoughts, but would welcome other 
ideas, as well. 

• We could leave it as it is, with bells only being 
rung at Sullivan's and Shell, since traffic will 
likely be very slow at Cindy's, at least. 

• Each of the larger churches could take Shell, 
Cindy's and Beck's 

I've made a sign-up sheet online for Shell, https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4cadac2fa31-
salvation2 So far a total of zero people have signed 
up, and it's been in our church newsletter. 

I'd be glad to hear thoughts from anyone. I think 
this is an important thing in the community, but it's 
a tricky year, to say the least. 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4cadac2fa31-salvation2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4cadac2fa31-salvation2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4cadac2fa31-salvation2


 

 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

The Second Sunday of Advent 

DECEMBER 6, 2020 

 

 

The Solemnity of the  

Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

On Tuesday, December 8th, we 

celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

An essential part of God’s plan for the 

mother of his Son was that she be 

conceived free from Original Sin. 

“Through the centuries the Church 

became ever more aware that Mary, ‘full 

of grace’ through God, was redeemed from the moment of her conception (CCC, no. 491). 

In anticipation that she was to bear the Son of God, Mary was preserved from the time of her conception 

from Original Sin. 

We call this the Immaculate Conception. No sin would touch her, so that she would be a fitting and worthy 

vessel of the Son of God. The Immaculate Conception does not refer to the virginal conception and birth of 

Christ, but rather to Mary’s being conceived without inheriting Original Sin. 

In the course of time, the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception became more precisely enunciated, as its 

truth—long supported by the universal popular devotion of the faithful—was better understood by 

deepening theological inquiry. 

In 1854, Pope Pius IX proclaimed this dogma infallibly: that is, in his role as supreme teacher of the Church, 

he declared that this doctrine is divinely revealed and must be accepted with faith by the entire Church. 

MEMORARE 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to your protection, 

implored your help or sought your intercession was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, we fly unto 

you, O Virgin of Virgins, our Mother. To you we come. Before you we kneel, sinful and sorrowful. O 

Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not our petitions, but in your clemency, hear and answer them. 

Amen. –St. Bernard of Clairvaux 



 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

Pray the Rosary… 
Did you know that each Tuesday 

night a small group of 
parishioners gets 
together to pray the 
rosary together? 

At 6:30 each 
Tuesday evening 
parishioners dial in to 
pray together. And you 
can join in too! Simply 
call 425.436.6314 and 
when prompted enter 
the passcode 604509# 
(you must include the 
“pound” sign). 

On the third Tuesday of every month Father 
Pilon is offering Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament in the Church. If you are someone 
who has gone before the exposed Body, Blood, 
Soul, and Divinity of Jesus in the Eucharist and 
have missed that peaceful and quiet solitude 
communing with our Lord, you may participate 
in this too. We always begin at 6:30 with the 
Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary. 

The Immaculate Conception 
Would that I could fully express the thoughts 

that, in his goodness, God has granted to me on 
the subject of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin, so that the true understanding 
that I possess of her merits and the desire that I 
have to render her fitting homage may remain 
always in my heart…. The most pure bod of the 
Blessed Virgin is a worthy dwelling place for the 
soul that God created for her. Both are 
agreeable to God because, from the moment of 
her pure conception, both have been enriched 
by the merits of the death of her Son. As into a 
very precious vessel, more and more graces 
have been poured into her soul and she has 
never failed to make good use of them. 

 

honored by all creatures and served in a 
particular way by Christians since she is the only 
pure creature who has always found favor in the 
eyes of God. This makes her the astonishment of 
the heavenly court and the admiration of all 
humanity. 

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin leads us to realize and to adore the 
omnipotence of God because grace totally 
vanquished nature in her. She was saved without 
ever having been lost, not only through mercy 
but also through justice, since this was essential 
for the Incarnation of the Son of God in the 
eternal plan for the Redemption of mankind. We 
must, therefore, honor this Holy Conception that 
made her so precious in the eyes of God and 
believe that [we can] receive the assurance of the 
Blessed Virgin in all our needs. This is so because 
it seems to me that it would be impossible for 
God to refuse her anything. His divine and loving 
glance never left her since she always lived 
according to his will. Therefore, we must be 
convinced that he is always ready to grant 
whatever she requests because she asks for 
nothing that is not for his glory and our good. 

SAINT LOUISE DE MARILLAC 

Saint Louise de Marillac († 1660) was the co-founder, 
with Saint Vincent de Paul, of the Daughters of Charity. 



 

 

 

“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross      by Brian Corrigan 

At the end of the day the landowner calls all the 
crews back in to get their pay. When the last ones hired 
are the first to be paid, and all the other workers see 
them getting paid a full day’s wages, they understanda-
bly think that their pay will have increased dramatically. 
But when those who were hired at the beginning of the 
day also receive the full day’s wages they grumble and 
complain.  

It is then that the landowner reminds them that they 
agreed to their pay. It seems a harsh lesson, but it 
shows the mercy and justice of the Father in heaven, 
who is represented by the landowner in this parable. 
The gifts are his to distribute as he sees fit to distribute 
them. If it were otherwise we would very likely have an 
incredibly hard lesson to learn, because there is no way 
any one of us is able to earn that wage that an eternity 
in heaven promises. 

Last week I mentioned that each of the four weeks of 
Advent have a focus on a particular virtue. This week’s 
virtue is the theological virtue of love. Theologically 
speaking, love is also seen as mercy and charity. It is 
this divine love of the Father that balances out the mer-
cy and justice of the Father. As dreadful and retched as 
our hearts and souls may be, the Father in heaven is 
perfect love, and he distributes this perfect 

  

In today’s first reading and Gospel, we have an ac-
counting of the prophecy of John the Baptist from 
Isaiah, and its fulfillment in the Gospel. Advent is our 
time to prepare the way for the Lord in our own hearts. 
And so again I ask, is time slipping away from us? It is, 
so let us prepare the way. 

that time is also a creation of God’s and that we re-
side within its bounds and limits while God resides 

outside of time. “With the Lord one day is like a thousand 
years and a thousand years like one day.” 

This season of Advent is given to us to remind us of the 
fact that time is on loan to us—you might say we’re on 
borrowed time—and that one day God will take back that 
time he’s given us and all of this will come to an end. 

It’s the idea of that justice of God that gives most of us 
that trepidation and uncertainty about our own eternity. 
When we come out from behind that mask we wear for 
the world to see and get brutally honest with ourselves, 
we know just how unworthy we are of the great gifts God 
wants to give us. 

Consider the parable of the workers in the vineyard. 
Jesus teaches his disciples about a landowner who goes 
to the town square to hire laborers for his vineyard. He 
hires the first crew at the very beginning of the day and 
they agree to terms for a full day’s wages. He subsequent-
ly returns to the village at various hours throughout the 
day to continue hiring workers. Finally, with only a couple 
of hours left in the work day he hires the last crew mem-
bers. 

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross


 

 

Muchos de nosotros 
crecemos en el cristianismo de clase media. El 

peligro con eso es que tenemos todo lo que queremos y, 
como consecuencia no anhelamos el cielo. Hoy, me 
gustaría comenzar a abordar, al menos en parte, esa falta 
de anhelo y como la participación del feligrés en la Misa es 
una respuesta a esa falta de anhelo. 

¿Cómo abordan los católicos la misa? Lamentablemente 
para muchos, no como deberíamos. Para comenzar a 
examinar esta pregunta, primero debemos recordar que 
somos peregrinos que viajan por esta vida en este lugar y 
tiempo, viajando a nuestro —ojalá— nuestro eterno hogar 
celestial. Fuimos creados para morar en el cielo. Si 
cumplimos con la razón de nuestra creación o no, depende 
de nosotros, a través de las elecciones que hacemos. 

Es interesante notar que la palabra raíz del griego que 
nos da feligrés, Paraoikos, es la misma palabra de la que 
obtenemos paria. Esto proviene del uso que hace Pablo de 
la palabra en su carta a los Efesios. No estamos hechos 
únicamente para esta vida terrenal y por eso somos 
marginados y peregrinos. 

Como Dios se nos ha revelado, ahora lo conocemos. 
Conocerlo de verdad es comprender nuestra pequeñez 
junto a su majestad. Si entendemos nuestra propia 
posición subordinada a la luz de su asombrosa gloria 
ilimitada, podemos llegar a comprender la importancia y el 
papel de nuestro llamado a adorarlo. 

De una manera mística y espiritual, y muy real, cuando 
el sacrificio litúrgico es ofrecido por el sacerdote y el pueblo 
de Dios está participando, se trata en realidad de una 
unión, un encuentro o encuentro del cielo y la tierra. Los 
santos y ángeles que componen la Iglesia Triunfante están 
presentes con nosotros, adorando y alabando a Dios. 

En la Constitución de la Iglesia sobre la Sagrada Liturgia 
dice: En la liturgia terrena participamos en un anticipo de 
esa liturgia celestial que se celebra en la ciudad santa de 
Jerusalén hacia la que caminamos como peregrinos (n. 8). 
Un poco más adelante en ese mismo documento nos dice: 
Cristo Jesús, sumo sacerdote de la nueva y eterna alianza, 
tomando la naturaleza humana, introdujo en este destierro 
terrenal ese himno que se canta en todos los tiempos en 
los salones del cielo (n. 83). 

La próxima vez que participe en la Misa sería genial 
recordarle a su familia que está a punto de participar en un 
gran banquete donde los santos y ángeles, y Jesucristo 
mismo, estarán presentes en la iglesia al igual que 
nosotros. ¿Puedes verlos? 

Many of us grow up in middle class Christianity. 
The danger with that is that we have everything we 

want and as a consequence, we don’t really long for heav-
en. Today, I would like to begin to address, at least in part, 
that lacking longing and how the parishioner’s participation 
in the Mass is an answer to that lack of longing. 

How do Catholics approach the Mass? Sadly for 
many, not as we ought. To begin examining this ques-
tion we must first recall that we are pilgrims traveling 
through this life in this place and time, journeying to 
our—hopefully—eternal heavenly home. We were creat-
ed to dwell in heaven. Whether we fulfill the reason for 
our creation or not, is up to us—through the choices we 
make. 

It’s interesting to note that the root word from the 
Greek which gives us parishioner—Paraoikos—is the 
same word from which we get pariah (outcast). This 
comes from Paul’s use of the word in his letter to the 
Ephesians. We are not made solely for this earthly life 
and so we are outcasts and pilgrims. 

As God has revealed himself to us, we now know of 
him. To truly know him is to understand our smallness 
next to his majesty. If we understand our own subordi-
nate position in light of his awesome limitless glory, we 
can come to understand the importance and the role of 
our call to worship him. 

In a mystical and spiritual, and very real way, when 
the liturgical sacrifice is offered by the priest and the 
people of God are participating, it is actually a uniting, a 
coming together or meeting, of heaven and earth. The 
saints and angels who comprise the Church Triumphant 

In the Church’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy it 
states: In the earthly liturgy we take part in a foretaste of 
that heavenly liturgy which is celebrated in the holy city 
of Jerusalem toward which we journey as pilgrims (no. 8). 
A little later in that same document it tells us: Christ 
Jesus, high priest of the new and eternal covenant, 
taking human nature, introduced into this earthly exile 
that hymn which is sung throughout all ages in the halls 
of heaven (no. 83). 

The next time you participate in the Mass it would be 
great to remind your family that you are about to 
participate in a great banquet where the saints and 
angels, and Jesus Christ Himself, will be present in the 
church just as we are present. Can you see them? 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have not checked out the new FORMED.org 
website, we strongly encourage you to do so. It is chock-
full of great videos, movies, eBooks and audio books, 
Bible studies, talks, and so much more! 

All you need to do now is go to: Formed.org and 
register an account by clicking on “Sign Up,” then select “I 
belong to a Parish or Organization,” find our parish by 
name, or zip, enter your email address and you’re in. It’s 
that easy! 

What can we recommend for this week? 

Watch 
 GUADALUPE: THE MIRACLE AND THE MESSAGE 

. 

Listen 
 MARIAN DOGMAS WITH MATT FRADD & BRANT PITRE 
Listen in as Matt Fradd and Dr. Brant Pitre explore the 
Church’s understanding of Mary’s role in the Church. 

Learn 
 FORMED NOW! DO WE MAKE TOO MUCH OF MARY? 
Throughout our Marian feast days, you might wonder 
why Catholics think so highly of Mary. Join Dr. Tim 
Gray and Dr. John Sehorn as they discuss our Lady ’s 
esteemed place among the saints 

What is the Central Mystery of  
Christian Faith and Life? 

† What does it mean to believe in only one God? 
To believe in the one and only God involves coming to 
know his greatness and majesty. It involves living in 
thanksgiving and trusting always in him, even in 
adversity. It involves knowing the unity and true dignity 
of all human beings, created in his image. It involves 
making good use of the things which he has created. 
Further reading CCC ¶ [222-227, 229] 

† What is the central mystery of Christian faith and life? 
The central mystery of Christian faith and life is the mystery of 
the Most Blessed Trinity. Christians are baptized in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Further reading CCC ¶ [232-237] 

† Can the mystery of the Most Holy Trinity be known by the 
light of human reason alone? 

God has left some traces of his trinitarian being in creation and 
in the Old Testament but his inmost being as the Holy Trinity 
is a mystery which is inaccessible to reason alone or even to 
Israel’s faith before the Incarnation of the Son of God and the 
sending of the Holy Spirit. This mystery was revealed by Jesus 
Christ and it is the source of all other mysteries. 
Further reading CCC ¶ [237]

School Masses 
Our school Masses are on Tuesdays (Kindergarten, 2nd, 5th, 

6th, 8th) and Thursdays (1st, 3rd, 4th, 7th) at 9:00 am like 

usual. If your child’s teacher is having your child log into zoom 

on their own, please make sure the microphone is on mute. 

The only unmuted computers are for those who are reading 

or given the responsibility of responding for the rest of us. 

Fr. Pilon has the same link for all of his Masses. 

Zoom link for Masses 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?
pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 
Password: 811195

https://formed.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd%3DRzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09&sa=D&ust=1605719392651000&usg=AOvVaw0gFQ23ucF5bRHSBlZ3A3a7
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd%3DRzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09&sa=D&ust=1605719392651000&usg=AOvVaw0gFQ23ucF5bRHSBlZ3A3a7


 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 
Dear Parents, 

We continue to pray for all of those affected by 

coronavirus. Our prayers go out to all of the positive 

patients, those being quarantined, those waiting for 

results, for the people caring for them and for the 

health care workers. May those who have died from 

the virus, rest in peace. May God bless you and keep 

you. 

I pray all our school families had a safe, blessed and 

Happy Thanksgiving. Despite our many challenges, we 

all have people and things for which we are grateful. 

Keep the prayers of gratefulness flowing.  

Just an update: Mrs. Kobilsek’s hip replacement was 

rescheduled for a 4th time. She had surgery on 

Wednesday, Nov. 25. She is home and the recovery has 

begun. Prayers for Mrs. Kobilsek and a speedy 

recovery. She will be out of the office for a few weeks. 

The pro tempore administrator is Mrs. Motter. Mrs. 

Doyle and Fr. Pilon will be helping Mrs. Motter. 

Thank you to those families who made time for the 

drop-off and pick-up of materials on Friday, November 

20. Plan on another drop-off/pick-up this coming 

Friday, December 4 from 2-3 pm. Teachers will be 

available at the back door; enter from the east and 

drive up by the back door. Exit through the alley by the 

Rectory. Please keep in contact with your child(ren)’s 

teachers with your questions. 

Peace, 

Mrs. Motter 

Box Tops for Education has a New System 
 Our school will continue to collect Box Tops for 
Education this year. You will now download the Box 
Tops for Education app to your mobile phone and then 
scan your receipt. When you scan and choose Holy 
Cross School, you are helping our school to earn cash. If 
you have any paper box tops, please send them in to 
the school. 

Box Tops (continued) 

before they go into the trash. With the new system, the 
box top icon is not a coupon but an image to remind 
you to scan your receipt. If you see a Box Top icon, scan 
your receipt and choose Holy Cross School, Mendota. 

Remote Learning vs. Absence  
Beginning Immediately 

 As with anything new, we have learning to do. We 
have refined our expectations for what it means to be a 
remote learner and what it means to be absent. 
Students still need to attend appointments, etc. You can 
contact your child’s teacher because we still need to 
take attendance each day. 

 Here is an explanation. We hope it clarifies this for 
you. You or your child can email their teacher if you 
have any questions. 

 If you or your child is sick and the work can not be 
completed, please contact the teachers. We are dealing 
with many different circumstances. Also, if the teachers 
are sick or unable to teach, they will let your child know 
through google classroom or their school email. 

Collect Your Empty Cartridges 
One of our fundraisers is to collect your empty ink 
cartridges.

Scrip 
 The Scrip order form is in the File Library in OptionC. 
The businesses listed are only a few of the choices. If 
there is something you would like that is not listed, 
please write it on the order form and write the amount 
that you want. 

 You can always direct your questions to Lorraine 
Walter in the business office at 538-6151. 

 This is an easy fundraiser for the school and it helps 
reduce your tuition for next year, as well. 

Coming Up: 
December 18 - End of Quarter #2



 

 

WHY ARE WE HERE? WHAT’S LIFE ALL ABOUT? 

Sometimes we get so caught up in the depth of our faith that we forget what it was like 
to first wrestle with the big questions – Who am I? What am I searching for? What’s our 
shared story? Who is Jesus? Why do we need a Church? Is there a God? We all need to 
get back to the basics to make sure the foundation is strong. 

Our first session is in the books! We will proceed with Session 2 on Wednesday, 

December 9 at 6:30 p.m. The plan is to be open to 90 minute sessions, but in reality 

will more likely only run about 60 minutes. If you have participated in the Mass 

through the Zoom application, this is the same exact process—same link to the site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09; the same meeting 

ID: 913 805 0856, and the same password: 811195 

We are excited to introduce The Search, a new seven part Augustine Institute Original 
Series with the goal of lighting that first fire in those who don’t yet know the faith or 
reigniting the fire in those who need a primer on the foundational questions. 

Due to Covid-19 we will be using Zoom (the same numbers used for the Mass) to 
host the study sessions. For those who are unable to use Zoom, you may call in on 
the number we use for our community rosary—425.436.6314. The access number 
is 604509. 

“ ?” (John 1:38) 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH, 2020 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  



 

 

 

 

 

 

December 1, 2020 

To: The Clergy, Religious and Laity of the Diocese of Peoria 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 

Most of us can probably recall some religious priest, brother, or sister who has made a positive impact on our 

lives. We have experienced their consecration, their witness, and their service in so many different facets of our 

parish and of our own particular lives. It is once again, our assistance that they call for as we undertake the 

Retirement Fund for Religious collection.  

Over the years, you have generously responded to this important collection for the retired religious. The 

generosity that you have provided is still not enough to offset the multi-billion dollar unfunded liability that 

faces our elderly religious priests, brothers, and sisters. 

As they have provided us with a lifetime of service, we want to return their offering with a moment of thanks. 

By your continued generosity, we hope to continue to provide for their many needs. 

I want to thank you once again for your continued generosity to this Retirement Fund for Religious collection. 

Please know of my continued prayers, thanks, and best wishes. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C. 
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PHONE: 309-671-1550 

FAX: 309-671-1576 
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If you would like to spend some time before the Blessed Sacrament, Fr. Pilon will 

livestream this Exposition, using the same site as is used for streaming the Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass 

The Adoration is scheduled from 2:00—3:00 p.m. every Sunday. 

Father will lead the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, fol-

lowing the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

These additional devotions will be every Sunday for the foreseeable future. 

 
**Please note the updated and expanded 
Confession schedule on page 4 of this bulletin. 
Father will be offering sacramental confession 
every day—except Mondays—through Wednesday 
evening, December 23rd.

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  



 

 

  

OSF Medical Group - Family Medicine 
1405 E 12th St. | Suite 600   1404 Washington Street 

Mendota, IL | (815) 538-7200     Mendota, IL | (815) 538-1825 

  

Luke Dempsey  

Dear Parishioners, some notes on CHRISTMAS MASSES 

Due to the current COVID pandemic, it will be necessary to have you sign up for the Christmas Eve or Christmas Day 
Mass that you wish to attend. Diocesan regulations still limit the number of people that I can have in the Church at one 
time. So the online signup will allow us to keep track and not exceed the limit for each Mass. There are 3 Christmas 
Eve Masses and 2 Christmas Day Masses, the last one being in Spanish on Christmas Day. Times are 3, 5 and 7 p.m. 
on Christmas Eve, and 8 and 10 a.m. on Christmas Day. Also, each Mass will have a speaker in the parking lot, so 
that, if you feel more comfortable, you can listen in your car or watch it on Zoom, and someone will bring out 
Communion at the proper time. I ask that you sign up for the outdoor Mass so that we have an idea for the totals for 
Communion, and to know that you are there so we can allow for proper parking. All Masses will be on Zoom. To sign 
up, please follow these Instructions: 

1. Get on the Internet and go to the parish website: https://mendotacatholic.org 

2. Scroll down to the Christmas Mass section and you will see two options, one for indoor Masses and one for 
outdoor Masses. Remember that the outdoor Masses are just the speaker in the parking lot so you can hear what is 
going on inside. Click on the one you want, indoor or outdoor. This will take you to the proper sign up page with 
all the Masses listed. 

3. FOLLOW the INSTRUCTIONS that you find on the SIGN UP page. They will direct you on what to do. When the 
indoor Masses reach the 95 limit, it will no longer accept any more registrations. The outdoor Masses are unlimited. 

4. Thank you for your patience, understanding, and cooperation. 

Fr. Peter Pilon 
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