
 

 

 



 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 

Sunday, December 13th 

9:00 a.m. +Living & Deceased Members of  

 Ray & Melissa Flahive 

12:00 p.m. +Leopoldo, Perfecto, María de Jesús, Eligio,  

 Teresa Covarrubias 

Monday, December 14th 

8:00 a.m. +Joseph Shimek by Jan Kahl 

Tuesday, December 15th 

7:00 a.m. Parish: Mr. & Mrs. Francis Ege 

 by Bob & Rose Ann Saylor 

9:00 a.m. School Mass on Zoom: +Brian Faber 

 by Tim & Lori McConville 

Wednesday, December 16th 

8:00 a.m. +Joan Harris by Tim & Lori McConville 

Thursday, December 17th 

7:00 a.m. Parish: +Joel Schroeder by Family 

9:00 a.m. School Mass on Zoom: +Larry Lauer 

 by Jim & Diane Flaherty 

Friday, December 18th 

8:00 a.m. +Cora Walters by Richard Bergmark Family 

Saturday, December 19th 

4:00 p.m.  

 by Family 

Sunday, December 20th 

9:00 a.m. +Janet P. Schmidt by James Schmidt Family 

12:00 p.m. +Javier Espinoza por su hermana 

Lector’s Schedule 

Saturday, December 12 Nancy Goble 

Sunday, December 13 Rudy Arteaga 

Saturday, December 19 Brian Corrigan 

Sunday, December 20 Nancy Goble 

Saturday, December 26 Clare Fischer 

Sunday, December 27 Gwen Krenz 

Saturday, January 2 Teresa Leffelman 

Sunday, January 3 Clare Fischer 

If you are interested in getting on the list of Lector’s 
for the weekend Mass schedule, please contact the 

parish office, or briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com 

Tuesday and Thursday at 

The Mass will continue to be livestreamed via the 
Zoom connection we have been using. The Sunday 
Masses, including the Saturday Vigil Mass will contin-
ue to be broadcast to the parking lot via the loud-
speaker system. It may be best to leave the sound off, 
but if you would like to watch, this option may make 
your Mass experience a better one. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 

Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 
are aware of this new development.  The link, ID, and 
Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 
are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

mailto:briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
mailto:frppilon@holycrossmendota.com


 

 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 

“While all the sacraments confer grace, 

the Eucharist contains the author of 

grace, Jesus Christ Himself.” 

 ~ Fr. John Hardon, S.J. 

Pray that our Chapel may soon reopen so that we 
may once again fall down in Adoration of Our Blessed 

Lord exposed in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

Chapel Coordinator, Karen Brandner 
1-815-915-6635 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  Dec     5 1862 50.00 John Dean 

Sun.  Dec    9 1635 50.00 Floyd Jones 

Mon.  Dec 10 2159 100.00 Jim Zens 

Tue.  Dec 11 3440 50.00 Tom Schultz 

Wed. Dec 12 0598 50.00 Kyle Siemers 

Thur. Dec  13 0063 50.00 Kennedy McCollom 

Fri.   Dec  14 1187 50.00 Michael E. Vercimak 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS! ! ! 

They make our bulletin possible. 

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Religious Retirement 
Immaculate Conception 
Seminarian Appeal 

Total 
Ss. PETER & PAUL 
DECEMBER 6TH, 2020 
 

Sunday 
Seminarian Appeal 
Miscellaneous 

Total 

For the Week of 

12/06/2020 

 
 

$5,884.00 
234.00 
130.00 
85.00 
90.00 

107.00 
200.00 

$6,840.00 
 
 
 

$6,435.00 
$110.00 

50.00 
$6,595.00 

   

2020 ANNUAL 
DIOCESAN APPEAL 

Thanks to all who have 
made a pledge to the 
Annual Diocesan Appeal. 
Currently, at Holy Cross we 
have pledges of $34,635.00 

toward our goal of $46,356.00. We have received pledge 
cards from 136 parishioners. 

At Ss. Peter & Paul we have pledges of $12,400.00 toward 
the goal of $15,422.00 34 pledge cards have been returned. 

A gift to the ADA, no matter how great or small can go a 
long way. A pledge of $10 or $20 a month can add up. 
Even a one-time gift is helpful. To those who have 
contributed, we are most grateful. If you have not yet 
made a gift to the ADA, we invite you to do so today. Every 
dollar raised to make our goal supports important diocesan 
services and every dollar raised over our goal will be kept 
in the parish. 

Give God what is just, not what is left! 

The 2021 Daily Dollars are here! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

https://mendotacatholic.org/


 

 

 

Zoom web address:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 9:00 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

 2:00 p.m. Adoration via Zoom 

 2:00 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. Confession NOW INSIDE 

 3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 3:15 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 9:00 a.m.  School Mass—On Zoom 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession NOW INSIDE 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Wed: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession NOW INSIDE 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 9:00 a.m.  School Mass—On Zoom 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession NOW INSIDE 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Fri: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession NOW INSIDE 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Sat: 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession NOW INSIDE 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 

The following letter is from Susan Presley, the 
Pastor at the First Presbyterian Church, and is 
communicating for the Mendota Area Ministerial 
Association (MAMA). It is pertaining to the bell 
ringing for the Salvation Army at local businesses. 

Dear Friends in Ministry: 

As you know, MAMA is in charge of the Salvation 
Army bell ringing each year, which raises thousands 
of dollars, and nearly all of it stays in our 
community. 

Normally, the five organizations that ring the bell for 
two weekends are MAMA (Shell), Rotary (Beck's 
Lakeside), Lions (Cindy's) and Kiwanis (Sullivan's) 
and  

This year, things are different. 

 The local Kiwanis club has dissolved 

 Both the Lions and Rotary have opted not to put 
their members at health risk by having them ring 
bells, and both clubs are donating the average of 
what they raised in the last two years. 

 The police offered to take over the Kiwanis' two 
weekends at Sullivan's, rather than doing one 
weekend later in  

I said all that to say this—I'm open to suggestions. 
Here's a few thoughts, but would welcome other 
ideas, as well. 

• We could leave it as it is, with bells only being 
rung at Sullivan's and Shell, since traffic will 
likely be very slow at Cindy's, at least. 

• Each of the larger churches could take Shell, 
Cindy's and Beck's 

I've made a sign-up sheet online for Shell, https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4cadac2fa31-
salvation2 So far a total of zero people have signed 
up, and it's been in our church newsletter. 

I'd be glad to hear thoughts from anyone. I think 
this is an important thing in the community, but it's 
a tricky year, to say the least. 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

The Second Sunday of Advent 

DECEMBER 6, 2020 

What is special about the Third Sunday of Advent? 

For much of the Church’s history, this Sunday had a special name: “Gaudete” Sunday. The traditions 

surrounding this Sunday go back as far as the fourth century, as does the season of Advent itself. Advent, 

our preparation for Christmas, was originally a forty-day penitential season like Lent. In fact, since it used 

to begin on November 12 (just after the Memorial of St. Martin of Tours), it was called “St. Martin’s Lent.” 

“Gaudete Sunday” was the Advent counterpart to “Laetare Sunday,” which marks the midpoint in Lent. 

On Gaudete Sunday, the season of Advent shifts its focus. For the first two weeks of Advent, the focus can 

be summed up in the phrase, “The Lord is coming.” But beginning with Gaudete Sunday, the summary 

might be, “The Lord is near.” This shift is marked by a lighter mood and a heightened sense of joyous 

anticipation. Liturgically, the colors lighten as well. The priest usually wears rose-colored vestments, a hue 

seen on Gaudete Sunday and Laetare Sunday. On this day, we light the third candle of the Advent wreath, 

which is also rose-colored, or if you prefer, pink. 

The word “Gaudete” is Latin for “Rejoice.” In times when the focus of our anticipation is often on the 

negative and fearful, this celebration is a reminder that God who loves us is still in charge and that we 

await his coming not with fear, but with tremendous joy. 

Today’s Second Collection 

Elderly religious have offered a lifetime of service. Now they need your help. Please consider donating to 

the Retirement Fund of Religious collection this weekend. Learn more at retiredreligious.org 



 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

Pray the Rosary… 
Did you know that each Tuesday 

night a small group of 
parishioners gets 
together to pray the 
rosary together? 

At 6:30 each 
Tuesday evening 
parishioners dial in to 
pray together. And you 
can join in too! Simply 
call 425.436.6314 and 
when prompted enter 
the passcode 604509# 
(you must include the 
“pound” sign). 

On the third Tuesday of every month Father 
Pilon is offering Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament in the Church. If you are someone 
who has gone before the exposed Body, Blood, 
Soul, and Divinity of Jesus in the Eucharist and 
have missed that peaceful and quiet solitude 
communing with our Lord, you may participate 
in this too. We always begin at 6:30 with the 
Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe: Truly heaven-sent 
FATHER MICHAEL MORRIS  

Great art has contributed to the culture of the Church. 
But once in a rare while, another kind of sacred image 
appears that does not seem to be the work of human 
hands. The Shroud of Turin and the Veil of Veronica are 
examples. In the Western Hemisphere, the greatest and 
most potent image attributed to heavenly intervention is 
that of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

Miraculous vision 

It appeared in 1531 on the cactus-fiber cloak, or tilma, 
of a native Mexican who had been baptized and given the 
name Juan Diego. It had been 10 years since Hernando 
Cortez had overtaken the Aztec Empire and subjugated 
the land that he called New Spain. With great difficulty, 
the missionaries tried to make converts among the native 
peoples. 

Juan Diego’s conversion had been sincere, and he was 
on his way to Mass one cold December morning when Our 

Lady appeared to him on a hill called Tepeyac and spoke 
to him in his native tongue. She ordered him to tell 
Bishop Juan Zumarraga of Mexico City to build a church 
there in her honor. When he finally gained an audience 
with Bishop Zumarraga, the good bishop hesitated, not 
knowing whether to believe the native’s astonishing 
story. He asked Juan Diego to have the lady give him a 
sign in order to assist him in his decision. 

On his return home, Juan Diego again encountered 
the Virgin, who bid him to return to the bishop with the 
same message the next day. She would provide him with 
a sign. Upon returning to his village, however, Juan 
learned that his beloved uncle was near death and 
urgently bid him to find a priest to assist him in his final 
hours. Now burdened with two urgent requests, Juan 
Diego opted to first aid his uncle by finding a priest. 

He purposefully took another route around Tepeyac 
in order to avoid the Virgin. But she intercepted him, 
assuring him that his uncle would be cured. She ordered 
him to climb the barren hill and gather the roses he 
would find on its summit and take them to the bishop 



 

 

 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Guadalupe (cont’d) 

who had requested a sign. Juan Diego did so and before 
departing on his journey the Virgin herself arranged the 
miraculous blooms in the folds of his cloak. This time 
Juan Diego encountered even more difficulty in gaining 
admittance to the bishop, but he persisted, and when he 
was finally ushered in and opened up his tilma to the cas-
cade of unseasonable flowers he was surprised to watch 
the prelate fall to his knees. 

Image’s power 

The roses alone were not what had astonished the 
bishop. Juan Diego soon discovered that Our Lady had 
provided an even more marvelous sign. It was a portrait 
of her as he had seen her, an image that has become the 
most powerful and beloved likeness of the Virgin in all of 
human history. 

She had dark skin and hair like the native peoples who 
were soon attracted to her image and persuaded by what 
they saw. Though she would seem to be a goddess, wear-
ing a cloak of stars and blocking the sun’s rays while 
standing on the moon held aloft by an attendant angel, 
her head was bowed in humility. Something greater was 
coming through her. Beneath her folded hands a materni-
ty sash was tied. She was pregnant. A new beginning was 
about to unfold. 

A shrine was immediately built on Tepeyac where 
Juan Diego spent the rest of his days as caretaker and 
guardian of the indelible portrait. The power of that im-
age soon became evident. In the next decade between 8 
million and 10 million natives were converted to the faith. 
Not since apostolic times had so many conversions taken 
place. The vast number more than made up for the loss-
es suffered in a Europe that was now divided by the 
Reformation. 

Dual meanings 
When asked under what name the Virgin had ap-

peared to him, Juan Diego responded with a phrase that 
seemed to the Spanish chronicler’s ear to sound like 
“Guadalupe,” the site of a venerated cult of the Virgin back 
in his native country. But some scholars believe that Juan 
Diego was actually saying in his native tongue a phrase 
that phonetically sounds like Guadalupe but actually 
means one “who treads upon the serpent.” Since the ser-
pent god had been the very foundation of the Aztec reli-
gion that demanded human sacrifice atop stone pyramids 
erected in his honor, Our Lady’s description of herself in 
his native tongue has a more profound meaning. It was 
she who would overcome the serpent by bringing forth 
the one true God whose own sacrifice would take place in 
the ritual of the Mass celebrated in churches built atop 
the ruins of the pagan temples. The dual meanings in the 
word Guadalupe in effect united two peoples, the Span-
iard and the native, forging a new culture whose identity 

is forever marked by this miraculous image. 

The tilma should have disintegrated long ago, but it 
remains intact. Centuries of veneration, of touching, of 
kissing, of candle smoke and incense have not dulled its 
color. It has survived the ravages of flood, plague, fire and 
even an exploding bomb planted underneath it by agents 
of an anti-clerical and Masonic government. It has been 
the source of numerous miracles, the cause of much 
healing and a consolation to multitudes. Millions of pil-
grims visit the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe every 
year. 

Painted copies of the tilma have been reverently pro-
duced over the centuries. New versions were customarily 
touched to the original in order to transmit its miraculous 
properties. This derivative copy has the Virgin crowned 
and flanked by angels. Four cartouches in the corners of 
the painting recount the apparitions made to the sainted 
Juan Diego and his presentation to the bishop. And at the 
bottom the artist has included an image of the shrine that 
was built at Tepeyac. 

When such a copy was presented to Pope Benedict 
XIV in 1754, he wept and uttered words derived from 
Psalm 147 that underscore the divine gift that has be-
come the glory of Mexico: “He has not dealt in like man-
ner with any other nation.” 

Queen of all America 
Venerations of Our Lady of Guadalupe, whose feast 

day is Dec. 12, is not limited to Catholics of Hispanic herit-
age. Indeed, she is the patroness of all America — North, 
Central and South — as Pope Pius XII designated in 1945. 

In the 1999 post-synodal apostolic exhortation Eccle-
sia in America, Pope John Paul II stressed the Blessed 
Mother’s important role in spreading the message of her 
son throughout the land: 

“The appearance of Mary to the native Juan Diego on 
the hill of Tepeyac in 1531 had a decisive effect on evan-
gelization. Its influence greatly overflows the boundaries 
of Mexico, spreading to the whole continent. America, 
which historically has been, and still is, a melting pot of 
peoples, has recognized in the mestiza face of the Virgin 
of Tepeyac, ‘in Blessed Mary of Guadalupe, an impressive 
example of a perfectly inculturated evangelization’ ” (No. 
11). 

Father Michael Morris writes from California. 

This article originally appeared in Our Sunday Visitor. 



 

 

 

“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross      by Brian Corrigan 

The Jews of that time would have recalled the passage 
from Deuteronomy in which Moses said, “A prophet like 
me will the LORD, your God, raise up for you from among 
your own kindred; that is the one to whom you shall lis-
ten” (Dt 18:15; emphasis added). “The” prophet insinuates 
a prophet like Moses, thus John is able to answer with a 
simple “No” when asked if he is the prophet. 

In order for John to help them to see who he was, he re-
called the prophecy of Isaiah, and of Malachi. We have 
treated the passage from Isaiah which points to John and 
his mission; but in addition to this prophecy from Isaiah, 
the prophet Malachi also spoke of a messenger who would 
“prepare the way” before the coming of the Lord (see Mal-
achi 3:1). 

I usually try to bring the readings together, at least in 
part, to give application and encouragement for taking the 
Word of God with us into our daily lives. This is not one of 
those times, however. Sometimes it is just good to sit and 
reflect on the beauty of God’s Word and his revelation of 
himself so that we can know him better. 

The Church highly recommends periodically undertak-
ing some spiritual reading to use as nourishment for the 
soul. There is much to be said about the benefits of spir-
itual reading, but my only reason for raising it as a topic 
here is to highlight its well-known propensity to form, and 
inform the intellect and will of the reader to bring him (or 
her) more closely to the will of God in one’s life. 

And so today we should just take with us the thought of 
discerning who John the Baptist was. He was important 
enough that the Church gives us two Sundays in Advent to 
hear about him. 

John was a brave and heroic prophet who spoke with a 
great, clear voice alerting the people of his time of the 
coming of God. He told them to get ready, prepare for the 
Lord; be baptized and repent of your sins. This baptism 
and repentance/forgiveness of sins was also a hard thing 
for the authorities in Jerusalem to come to grips with. If 
John is not the prophet (like Moses), or Elijah coming again 
to precede the advent of the Lord, or the Christ, then by 
what authority did he baptize and forgive the sins? 

The truth of the matter is that he did not forgive the 
sins, but he did call people to repent, nonetheless. Like 
Jesus, I’m sure that John knew he would come to a violent 
end—especially when he began calling out Herod and He-
rodias. 

One last thing I would reflect on… Recall in the Gospels 
when Jesus questioned his disciples with “Who do people 
say the Son of man is?” Consider how this scenario is a bit 
reversed here with the people asking John who he was. 
Jesus wrapped his first question in the deeper one—Who 
do you say I am? 

This of course, brings the joy-
ful change of liturgical color 
to rose, from the more peni-
tential color of violet, or pur-
ple. 

Our readings today are 
largely about identifying 
John the Baptist and his role 
in the story of Salvation His-
tory. 

John was a very popular personality in his time. People, 
including Pharisees, Levites, priests, and scribes, came 
from all around to see him, to listen to him, and to be 
baptized by him. The Pharisees sent priests and Levites to 
question John as to who, exactly, he was? As we know, 
during this time the people of Israel and Judea were in 
great expectation that the anointed one (in Hebrew, 
Mashach; Greek, Cristos) of God would come. 

Due to John’s wide popularity they often thought he 
might be the one for whom the were waiting. And so the 
priests and Levites asked...and John said “I am not the 
Christ;” they then asked if he might be Elijah—because 
the scriptures foretold that Elijah would precede the com-
ing of the Lord—and again John said, “I am not;” They 
then asked if he were the prophet? One more time John 
said “No.” 

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross


 

 

stronger, it was much easier to read the Olde English font 
style that most of them use. The images of Jesus are easy 
enough to see and make out the meaning. 

I should also mention the Stations of the Cross that 
depict our Lord’s Passion, beginning with the guilty verdict 
handed down, the scourging with the Roman flagellum, 
carrying the Cross while clinging to life through the streets 
of Jerusalem, through to his execution and death, and fi-
nally being taken down from the Cross and laid in the 
tomb. 

Should the occasion arise where you can enter the 
sanctuary, notice the great windows on the west and east 
walls there. The western wall has depictions of the sacri-
fice of the Old Covenant...the sacrifice of Cain and Abel; 
Isaac nearly being sacrificed by Abraham, the sacrifice of 
the bread and wine of Melchizedek, and Moses initiating 
the Passover; meanwhile, on the eastern wall the window 
shows the sacrifice of the New Covenant, Jesus instituting 
the Eucharistic meal on that Holy Thursday night before 
his trial. There is also a depiction that is said to be Mon-
signor Wissing—the long-time Pastor of this parish, who 
was instrumental and present when the church was built. 

Now, fix your gaze on the magnificent “Rose” window 
above the high altar. There is so much symbolism within 
just this one window, that I could use up all the space of 
these two columns writing about it. 

You would of course notice first the “all seeing eye” of 
God at the center of the window. The history of this image 
is longer than that of Christianity, dating back to ancient 
Egypt and quite possibly even beyond that. Positioned 
around the eye are two sets of twelve longer stained glass 
windows shaped something like a candle. The two sets of 
twelve should make you think of a clock. The clock can be 
understood to represent the gift of time we have been 
given by our Father God. But there is something even 
more meaningful here. Revelation. In its twenty-first chap-
ter has much to say about the number twelve and its sym-
bolism. Jacob/Israel had twelve sons, Jesus had twelve 
apostles, and so on. 

Closer inspection of the images at the twelve o’clock, 
three o’clock, six o’clock, and nine o’clock positions show 
the symbols for the four Gospel writers. Saint John the 
Evangelist is depicted as a winged eagle, Saint Matthew is 
depicted as a divine man, Saint Mark is a winged lion, and 
Saint Luke is seen as a winged ox. 

The next time you enter the church I encourage you to 
arrive earlier than usual and take some time to view some 
of the stunningly beautiful artwork and craftsmanship 
contained within. 

we 
should probably take a step back and consider the 
church building. The next time you enter the church 

through the front doors I would ask you to look up at the 
church before you go up the steps to enter. 

You’ll notice a couple of things inscribed in the 
church—In Hoc Vinces and Venite Adoremus. The first is 
from the Latin and is taken from, I’ll not say the conver-
sion of Constantine, but rather his encounter. Before go-
ing into battle on the Milvian bridge, he saw a peculiar 
sign in the sky—the chi [Χ] rho [Ρ], the first two letters of 
the word Christ from the Greek alphabet. This appears 
as the more familiar symbol    and it is said that when 
Constantine saw this symbol he knew it was from God 
and instructed his entire army to paint this symbol on all 
of their battle regalia. 

As a Latin speaker, Constantine said “In hoc signo 
vinces” which means something like, under this sign, vic-
tory. The inscription on the church is an abbreviated 
form of this statement. The other saying is more easily 
recognizable, especially at this time of year. Venite 
Adoremus—”Come let us adore Him.” The sign of our 
church is the sign of our faith, the Holy Cross. And the 
One who inhabits the tabernacle is the One whom we 
adore, Christ the Lord. 

Stepping inside the church, turn and look at the front 
doors. Notice the twelve apostles are represented in the 
windows there. Looking at the window in the west end 
of the vestibule, you will see an image of St. Peter’s Basil-
ica—our Mother Church, and the universal church of all 
Catholic Christians. The east window contains an image 
referencing the Church’s seven sacraments. 

Coming into the main body of the church and begin-
ning on the west side near our Blessed Mother, the first 
[lower] window represents the first season in the 
Church’s liturgical year—Advent. Working your way 
around the outer aisles from Advent back to the vesti-
bule continues with windows representing the liturgical 
year, and it picks up again on the east side aisle , culmi-
nating with the feast of All Saints, representing Novem-
ber and the close of the liturgical year. 

The big windows above are vignettes from the Gos-
pels imaging various events and miracles from the life of 
Christ. If you look very closely, you can see verses from 
the scriptures written on the scrolls held by the angels 
on the side windows. It’s difficult for me to read them 
anymore, but when I was younger and my eyes were 



 

 

probablemente 
deberíamos dar un paso atrás y considerar la 
construcción de la iglesia. La próxima vez que 

ingrese a la iglesia por las puertas de entrada, le pediría 
que mire hacia la iglesia antes de subir los escalones para 
ingresar. 

Notarás un par de cosas inscritas en la iglesia: en Hoc 
Vinces y Venite Adoremus. El primero es del latín y está 
tomado de, no diré la conversión de Constantino, sino su 
encuentro. Antes de entrar en batalla en el puente Milviano, 
vio un signo peculiar en el cielo: el chi [Χ] rho [Ρ], las dos 
primeras letras de la palabra Cristo del alfabeto griego. Esto 
aparece como el símbolo más familiar y se dice que cuando 
Constantino vio este símbolo supo que era de Dios e 
instruyó a todo su ejército a pintar este símbolo en todas 
sus insignias de batalla. 

Como hablante de latín, Constantine dijo “In hoc 
signo vinces” que significa algo así como, bajo este 
signo, victoria. La inscripción de la iglesia es una forma 
abreviada de esta declaración. El otro dicho es más fácil 
de reconocer, especialmente en esta época del año. 
Venite Adoremus: 'Venid, adorémoslo'. El signo de 
nuestra iglesia es el signo de nuestra fe, la Santa Cruz. Y 
el que habita en el tabernáculo es aquel a quien 
adoramos, Cristo el Señor. 

Al entrar a la iglesia, gire y mire las puertas de entra-
da. Note que los doce apóstoles están representados en 
las ventanas allí. Al mirar la ventana en el extremo oeste 
del vestíbulo, verá una imagen de la Basílica de San 
Pedro, nuestra Iglesia Madre y la iglesia universal de to-
dos los cristianos católicos. La ventana este contiene 
una imagen que hace referencia a los siete sacramentos 
de la Iglesia. 

Al entrar en el cuerpo principal de la iglesia y 
comenzar en el lado oeste cerca de nuestra Santísima 
Madre, la primera ventana [inferior] representa la 
primera temporada del año litúrgico de la Iglesia: 
Adviento. Recorriendo los pasillos exteriores desde el 
Adviento de regreso al vestíbulo continúa con ventanas 
que representan el año litúrgico, y se reanuda en el 
pasillo del lado este, culminando con la fiesta de Todos 
los Santos, que representa noviembre y el Cierre del año 
litúrgico. 

Las grandes ventanas de arriba son viñetas de los 
Evangelios que representan varios eventos y milagros de 
la vida de Cristo. Si miras con atención, puedes ver los 
versículos de las escrituras escritos en los rollos que 
sostienen los ángeles en las ventanas laterales. Ya me 

cuesta leerlos, pero cuando era mas joven y mis ojos 
eran mas fuertes, fue mucho más fácil leer el estilo de 
fuente en inglés antiguo que usa la mayoría de ellos. Las 
imágenes de Jesús son bastante fáciles de ver y entender 
el significado. 

También debo mencionar las Estaciones de la Cruz 
que representan la Pasión de nuestro Señor, comenzando 
con el veredicto de culpabilidad dictado, la flagelación con 
el flagelo romano, llevando la Cruz mientras se aferra a la 
vida por las calles de Jerusalén, hasta su ejecución y muer-
te, Y finalmente ser bajado de la cruz y puesto en la tum-
ba. 

Si surgiera la ocasión en la que puedas entrar al san-
tuario, fíjate en las grandes ventanas en los muros este y 
oeste. El muro occidental tiene representaciones del sacri-
ficio del Antiguo Pacto ... el sacrificio de Caín y Abel; Isaac 
casi siendo sacrificado por Abraham, el sacrificio del pan y 
el vino de Melquisedec, y Moisés iniciando la Pascua; 
Mientras tanto, en la pared oriental la ventana muestra el 
sacrificio de la Nueva Alianza, Jesús instituyendo la comida 
eucarística en la noche del Jueves Santo antes de su juicio. 
También hay una representación que se dice que es Mon-
señor Wissing, el pastor de esta parroquia durante mucho 
tiempo, quien fue fundamental y estuvo presente cuando 
se construyó la iglesia. 

Ahora, fije su mirada en la magnífica ventana 'Rose' so-
bre el altar mayor. Hay tanto simbolismo dentro de esta 
única ventana, que podría usar todo el espacio de estas 
dos columnas escribiendo sobre ella. 

Por supuesto, notaría primero el 'ojo que todo lo ve' de 
Dios en el centro de la ventana. La historia de esta imagen 
es más larga que la del cristianismo, se remonta al antiguo 
Egipto y posiblemente incluso más allá. Alrededor del ojo 
hay dos juegos de doce vidrieras más largas con forma de 
vela. Los dos juegos de doce deberían hacerte pensar en 
un reloj. Se puede entender que el reloj representa el re-
galo del tiempo que nuestro Padre Dios nos ha dado. Pero 
hay algo aún más significativo aquí. Revelación. En su vigé-
simo primer capítulo tiene mucho que decir sobre el nú-
mero doce y su simbolismo. Jacob / Israel tuvo doce hijos, 
Jesús tuvo doce apóstoles, y así sucesivamente. 

Una inspección más cercana de las imágenes en las 
posiciones de las doce en punto, las tres en punto, las seis 
y las nueve en punto muestra los símbolos de los cuatro 
escritores de los Evangelios. San Juan Evangelista es repre-
sentado como un águila alada, San Mateo es representado 
como un hombre divino, San Marcos es un león alado y 
San Lucas es visto como un buey alado. 

La próxima vez que ingrese a la iglesia, lo animo a que 
llegue antes de lo habitual y se tome un tiempo para ver 
algunas de las obras de arte y la artesanía increíblemente 
hermosas que contiene. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have not checked out the new FORMED.org 
website, we strongly encourage you to do so. It is chock-
full of great videos, movies, eBooks and audio books, 
Bible studies, talks, and so much more! 

All you need to do now is go to: Formed.org and 
register an account by clicking on “Sign Up,” then select “I 
belong to a Parish or Organization,” find our parish by 
name, or zip, enter your email address and you’re in. It’s 
that easy! 

What can we recommend for this week? 

Watch 
 SAINT TERESA OF ÁVILA: A STUDY IN PERSEVERANCE 

. Teresa 
of Ávila lived heroic lives of prayer. In honor of these 
spiritual masters, enjoy this film depicting the 
Carmelite way of life and the virtue of perseverance.  

Listen 
 THE MYSTERY OF CHRISTMAS BY FR. LARRY RICHARDS 
In this talk, Fr. Larry Richards reminds us that in the 
mystery of Christmas, God gives humanity his 
greatest gift—the gift of his Son to the world. 

Learn 
 LECTIO: PRAYER—AN INTIMATE DIALOGUE 
St. John of the Cross, Doctor of the Church, had a 
deep desire to help others grow in prayer. In honor of 
this mystical saint, join Dr. Gray as he dives into the 
simplicity and mystery of prayer  

What did Jesus Christ reveal to us about 
the mystery of the Father? 

† What did Jesus Christ reveal to us about the mystery  
of the Father? 

Jesus Christ revealed to us that God is “Father,” not only 
insofar as he created the universe and mankind, but 
above all because he eternally generated in his bosom the 
Son who is his Word, “the radiance of the glory of God 
and the very stamp of his nature” (Hebrews 1:3). 
Further reading CCC ¶ [240-242] 

† Who is the Holy Spirit revealed to us by Jesus Christ? 
The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Most Blessed 
Trinity. He is God, one and equal with the Father and the Son. 
He “proceeds from the Father” (John 15:26) who is the 
principle without a principle and the origin of all trinitarian 
life. He proceeds also from the Son (Filioque) by the eternal 
Gift which the Father makes of him to the Son. Sent by the 
Father and the Incarnate Son, the Holy Spirit guides the 
Church “to know all truth” (John 16:3). 

Further reading CCC ¶ [243-248] 

School Masses 

Our school Masses are on Tuesdays (Kindergarten, 2nd, 

5th, 6th, 8th) and Thursdays (1st, 3rd, 4th, 7th) at 9:00 

am like usual. If your child’s teacher is having your child 

log into zoom on their own, please make sure the 

microphone is on mute. The only unmuted computers 

are for those who are reading or given the responsibility 

of responding for the rest of us. 

Fr. Pilon has the same link for all of his Masses. 

Zoom link for Masses 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?
pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 
Password: 811195

https://formed.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd%3DRzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09&sa=D&ust=1605719392651000&usg=AOvVaw0gFQ23ucF5bRHSBlZ3A3a7
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd%3DRzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09&sa=D&ust=1605719392651000&usg=AOvVaw0gFQ23ucF5bRHSBlZ3A3a7


 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 
Dear Parents, 

We continue to pray for all of those affected by 

coronavirus. Our prayers go out to all of the positive 

patients, those being quarantined, those waiting for 

results, for the people caring for them and for the 

health care workers. May those who have died from 

the virus, rest in peace. May God bless you and keep 

you. 

I pray all our school families had a safe, blessed and 

Happy Thanksgiving. Despite our many challenges, we 

all have people and things for which we are grateful. 

Keep the prayers of gratefulness flowing.  

Just an update: Mrs. Kobilsek’s hip replacement was 

rescheduled for a 4th time. She had surgery on 

Wednesday, Nov. 25. She is home and the recovery has 

begun. Prayers for Mrs. Kobilsek and a speedy 

recovery. She will be out of the office for a few weeks. 

The pro tempore administrator is Mrs. Motter. Mrs. 

Doyle and Fr. Pilon will be helping Mrs. Motter. 

Thank you to those families who made time for the 

drop-off and pick-up of materials on Friday, November 

20. Plan on another drop-off/pick-up this coming 

Friday, December 4 from 2-3 pm. Teachers will be 

available at the back door; enter from the east and 

drive up by the back door. Exit through the alley by the 

Rectory. Please keep in contact with your child(ren)’s 

teachers with your questions. 

Peace, 

Mrs. Motter 

Box Tops for Education has a New System 
 Our school will continue to collect Box Tops for 
Education this year. You will now download the Box 
Tops for Education app to your mobile phone and then 
scan your receipt. When you scan and choose Holy 
Cross School, you are helping our school to earn cash. If 
you have any paper box tops, please send them in to 
the school. 

Box Tops (continued) 

before they go into the trash. With the new system, the 
box top icon is not a coupon but an image to remind 
you to scan your receipt. If you see a Box Top icon, scan 
your receipt and choose Holy Cross School, Mendota. 

Remote Learning vs. Absence  
Beginning Immediately 

 As with anything new, we have learning to do. We 
have refined our expectations for what it means to be a 
remote learner and what it means to be absent. 
Students still need to attend appointments, etc. You can 
contact your child’s teacher because we still need to 
take attendance each day. 

 Here is an explanation. We hope it clarifies this for 
you. You or your child can email their teacher if you 
have any questions. 

 If you or your child is sick and the work can not be 
completed, please contact the teachers. We are dealing 
with many different circumstances. Also, if the teachers 
are sick or unable to teach, they will let your child know 
through google classroom or their school email. 

Collect Your Empty Cartridges 
One of our fundraisers is to collect your empty ink 
cartridges.

Scrip 
 The Scrip order form is in the File Library in OptionC. 
The businesses listed are only a few of the choices. If 
there is something you would like that is not listed, 
please write it on the order form and write the amount 
that you want. 

 You can always direct your questions to Lorraine 
Walter in the business office at 538-6151. 

 This is an easy fundraiser for the school and it helps 
reduce your tuition for next year, as well. 

Coming Up: 
December 18 - End of Quarter #2



 

 

WHY ARE WE HERE? WHAT’S LIFE ALL ABOUT? 

Sometimes we get so caught up in the depth of our faith that we forget what it was like 
to first wrestle with the big questions – Who am I? What am I searching for? What’s our 
shared story? Who is Jesus? Why do we need a Church? Is there a God? We all need to 
get back to the basics to make sure the foundation is strong. 

Our first session is in the books! We will proceed with Session 2 on Wednesday, 

December 9 at 6:30 p.m. The plan is to be open to 90 minute sessions, but in reality 

will more likely only run about 60 minutes. If you have participated in the Mass 

through the Zoom application, this is the same exact process—same link to the site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09; the same meeting 

ID: 913 805 0856, and the same password: 811195 

We are excited to introduce The Search, a new seven part Augustine Institute Original 
Series with the goal of lighting that first fire in those who don’t yet know the faith or 
reigniting the fire in those who need a primer on the foundational questions. 

Due to Covid-19 we will be using Zoom (the same numbers used for the Mass) to 
host the study sessions. For those who are unable to use Zoom, you may call in on 
the number we use for our community rosary—425.436.6314. The access number 
is 604509. 

“ ?” (John 1:38) 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09


 

 

 

 

 

 

December 1, 2020 

To: The Clergy, Religious and Laity of the Diocese of Peoria 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 

Most of us can probably recall some religious priest, brother, or sister who has made a positive impact on our 

lives. We have experienced their consecration, their witness, and their service in so many different facets of our 

parish and of our own particular lives. It is once again, our assistance that they call for as we undertake the 

Retirement Fund for Religious collection.  

Over the years, you have generously responded to this important collection for the retired religious. The 

generosity that you have provided is still not enough to offset the multi-billion dollar unfunded liability that 

faces our elderly religious priests, brothers, and sisters. 

As they have provided us with a lifetime of service, we want to return their offering with a moment of thanks. 

By your continued generosity, we hope to continue to provide for their many needs. 

I want to thank you once again for your continued generosity to this Retirement Fund for Religious collection. 

Please know of my continued prayers, thanks, and best wishes. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C. 

BISHOP OF PEORIA 

MOST REV. DANIEL R. JENKY, C.S.C. 
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 
419 N.E. MADISON AVENUE 

PEORIA, ILLINOIS 61603 
PHONE: 309-671-1550 

FAX: 309-671-1576 
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If you would like to spend some time before the Blessed Sacrament, Fr. Pilon will 

livestream this Exposition, using the same site as is used for streaming the Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass 

The Adoration is scheduled from 2:00—3:00 p.m. every Sunday. 

Father will lead the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, fol-

lowing the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

These additional devotions will be every Sunday for the foreseeable future. 

 
**Please note the updated and expanded 
Confession schedule on page 4 of this bulletin. 
Father will be offering sacramental confession 
every day—except Mondays—through Wednesday 
evening, December 23rd.

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 



 

 

  
OSF Medical Group - Family Medicine 

1405 E 12th St. | Suite 600   1404 Washington Street 
Mendota, IL | (815) 538-7200     Mendota, IL | (815) 538-1825 

  

Luke Dempsey  

Dear Parishioners, some notes on CHRISTMAS MASSES 

Due to the current COVID pandemic, it will be necessary to have you sign up for the Christmas Eve or Christmas Day 
Mass that you wish to attend. Diocesan regulations still limit the number of people that I can have in the Church at one 
time. So the online signup will allow us to keep track and not exceed the limit for each Mass. There are 3 Christmas 
Eve Masses and 2 Christmas Day Masses, the last one being in Spanish on Christmas Day. Times are 3, 5 and 7 p.m. 
on Christmas Eve, and 8 and 10 a.m. on Christmas Day. Also, each Mass will have a speaker in the parking lot, so 
that, if you feel more comfortable, you can listen in your car or watch it on Zoom, and someone will bring out 
Communion at the proper time. I ask that you sign up for the outdoor Mass so that we have an idea for the totals for 
Communion, and to know that you are there so we can allow for proper parking. All Masses will be on Zoom. To sign 
up, please follow these Instructions: 

1. Get on the Internet and go to the parish website: https://mendotacatholic.org 

2. Scroll down to the Christmas Mass section and you will see two options, one for indoor Masses and one for 
outdoor Masses. Remember that the outdoor Masses are just the speaker in the parking lot so you can hear what is 
going on inside. Click on the one you want, indoor or outdoor. This will take you to the proper sign up page with 
all the Masses listed. 

3. FOLLOW the INSTRUCTIONS that you find on the SIGN UP page. They will direct you on what to do. When the 
indoor Masses reach the 95 limit, it will no longer accept any more registrations. The outdoor Masses are unlimited. 

4. Thank you for your patience, understanding, and cooperation. 

Fr. Peter Pilon 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

https://mendotacatholic.org/


 

 


