
 

 

 



 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2021 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 

Sunday, March 14th 

9:00 a.m. +Betty Shaughnessy by Jeff & Julie Winner 

12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - Rev. Msgr. William Graham 

Monday, March 15th 

8:00 a.m. +Marillyn Jeanne O’Neill by Joanne Wacker 

Tuesday, March 16th 

7:00 a.m. Parish: +Steven Schroeder by Family 

9:00 a.m. School: +Ben Bokus by Family 

Wednesday, March 17th 

8:00 a.m. +Karl Soliman by Family 

Thursday, March 18th 

7:00 a.m. Parish: +Dennis Jones by Deb Mahaffey 

9:00 a.m. School: +Sr. Mary Dominic Joerger 

  by Leota Joerger & Lorraine Ethridge 

Friday, March 19th 

8:00 a.m. +Danny Arredondo by Papa, Ama, y Tio Ric 

5:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross during Confessions 

Saturday, March 20th 

4:00 p.m. +Debra Funfsinn by Family 

Sunday, March 21st 

9:00 a.m. +Todd Barrett by Tim & Lori McConville 

12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - Sabina Mandujano y  

  Librada Mandujano by Familia 

Lector’s Schedule 

Saturday, March 20 Brian Corrigan 
Sunday, March 21 Rudy Arteaga 

Saturday, March 27 Teresa Leffelman 
Sunday, March 28 Gwen Krenz 

Holy Thursday, April 1 Gwen Krenz 

Good Friday, April 2 Nancy Goble, Gwen Krenz 

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil Brian Corrigan, Rudy Arteaga 

Easter Sunday, 8 a.m. Teresa Leffelman 

Easter Sunday, 10 a.m. Nancy Goble 

If you are interested in getting on the list of Lector’s 
for the weekend Mass schedule, please contact the 

parish office, or briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com 

Tuesday and Thursday at 

The Mass will continue to be livestreamed via the 
Zoom connection we have been using. The Sunday 
Masses, including the Saturday Vigil Mass will contin-
ue to be broadcast to the parking lot via the loud-
speaker system. It may be best to leave the sound off, 
but if you would like to watch, this option may make 
your Mass experience a better one. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 

Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 
are aware of this new development.  The link, ID, and 
Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 
are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

mailto:briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
mailto:frppilon@holycrossmendota.com


 

 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 

“Formerly, in an obscure way, there was manna 
for food; now, however, in full view, there is the 

true food, the flesh of the Word of God, as he 
himself says: ‘My flesh is true food, and my blood 

is true drink’ [John 6:55]” (xxxii).     

~ Origen, A.D. 248 

Pray that our Chapel may soon reopen so that we 
may once again fall down in Adoration of Our Blessed 

Lord exposed in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

Chapel Coordinator, Karen Brandner 
1-815-915-6635 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.   Mar 06 1572 50.00 Joe Meyer 

Sun. Mar  07 3315 50.00 Ron Barnes 

Mon. Mar 08 0348 100.00 Dorothy Barnes 

Tue.  Mar 09 3295 50.00 Scott Bertrand 

Wed. Mar 10 1519 50.00 Jim & Rosemary Nelson 

Thur. Mar 11 1403 50.00 Matt & Vickie Gehm 

Fri.    Mar 12 2072 50.00 Kasen Novak 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS! ! ! 

The 2021 Daily Dollars are here! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Flowers 
Aid to Eastern Europe 
Fuel Collection 
Seminarian Appeal 
Misc. 

Total 
Ss. PETER & PAUL 
MARCH 7, 2021 

Sunday 
Ash Wednesday 
Aid to Eastern Europe 

Total 

For the Week of 

03/07/2021 

 
 

$6,278.00 
232.00 
62.00 
35.00 
55.00 
30.00 

105.00 
40.00 

       102.00 
$6,939.00 

 
 

$1,680.00 
5.00 

         10.00 
$1,695.00 

   Give God what is just, not what is left! 

2020 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 
Thanks to all who have made a pledge to the Annual 
Diocesan Appeal. Currently, at Holy Cross we have pledges of 
$39,450.00 toward our goal of $46,356.00. We have received 
pledge cards from 152 parishioners. 

At Ss. Peter & Paul we have pledges of $13,150.00 toward 
the goal of $15,422.00 36 pledge cards have been returned. 

A gift to the ADA, no matter how great or small can go a 
long way. A pledge of $10 or $20 a month can add up. Even 
a one-time gift is helpful. To those who have contributed, 
we are most grateful. If you have not yet made a gift to the 
ADA, we invite you to do so today. Every dollar raised to 
make our goal supports important diocesan services and 
every dollar raised over our goal will be kept in the parish. 

https://mendotacatholic.org/


 

 

 

Zoom web address:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 9:00 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

 2:00 p.m. Adoration via Zoom 

 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Confession  

 3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 3:15 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 9:00 a.m.  School Mass—On Zoom 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 6:30 p.m. Adoration (3rd Tuesday only) 

Wed: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 9:00 a.m.  School Mass—On Zoom 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Fri: 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 11:30 a.m. Mass @ OSF St. Paul 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

 5:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

Sat: 9:00 a.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 6:00 p.m. Distribution of Communion drive thru 

 
HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2021 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2021 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09


 

 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  

is dedicated to St. Joseph. 

We don't know much about him except what 

is mentioned in the Gospels. Joseph was the 

husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the foster-

father of Jesus. Holy Scripture proclaims him as a "just 

man," and the Church has turned to Joseph for his 

patronage and protection. Pope Leo XIII in his 

encyclical Quamquam Pluries (On the Devotion to St. 
Joseph) in 1889 explains why we place so much trust 

in this saint: 

"Thus in giving Joseph the 

Blessed Virgin as spouse, God 

appointed him to be not only 

her life's companion, the 

witness of her maidenhood, the 

protector of her honor, but 

also, by virtue of the conjugal 

tie, a participator in her 

sublime dignity. And Joseph 

shines among all mankind by the most august dignity, 

since by divine will, he was the guardian of the Son of 

God and reputed as His father among men. Hence it 

came about that the Word of God was humbly subject 

to Joseph, that He obeyed him, and that He rendered 

to him all those offices that children are bound to 

render to their parents. From this two-fold dignity 

flowed the obligation which nature lays upon the head 

of families, so that Joseph became the guardian, the 

administrator, and the legal defender of the divine 

house whose chief he was. And during the whole 

course of his life he fulfilled those charges and those 

duties. ...It is, then, natural and worthy that as the 

Blessed Joseph ministered to all the needs of the family 

at Nazareth and girt it about with his protection, he 

should now cover with the cloak of his heavenly 

patronage and defend the Church of Jesus Christ." 

One hundred years later John Paul II echoes his 

predecessor in his 1989 Apostolic Exhortation 

Redemptoris Custos (Guardian of the Redeemer), 

hoping "that all may grow in devotion to the Patron of 

the Universal Church and in love for the Savior whom 

he served in such an exemplary manner ... In this way 

the whole Christian people not only will turn to St. 

Joseph with greater fervor and invoke his patronage 

with trust, but also will always keep before their eyes 

his humble, mature way of serving and of "taking part" 

in the plan of salvation." St. Joseph is invoked as patron 

for many causes. He is the patron of the Universal 

Church. He is the patron of the dying because Jesus and 

Mary were at his death-bed. He is also the patron of 

fathers, of carpenters, and of social justice. Many 

religious orders and communities are placed under his 

patronage.— Jennifer Gregory Miller 

 
The Church encourages us to be 

devoted to Joseph because he was a 

model in the heroic practice of all the 

virtues. The example of virtuous 

living that he gave in the exact 

fulfillment of the duties of his state of 

life is worthy of our reflection. Read 

the gospel and you will see his faith, 

hope and charity practiced under trying circumstances. 

He was prudent in caring for his wife and the child; he 

showed great leadership in protecting them and 

assisting them. He was religious in every sense, with 

that delicacy and sincerity of conscience that is proper 

to the saints of God. He was just in his dealings with 

God and man. He was conspicuous for his fortitude and 

courage. He was truly outstanding in the practice of 

virginal chastity. More: he protected and defended 
Mary's virtue in the time of courtship and all during 

their life together. They had made a promise of 

chastity, and because they were resolved to live it for 

God they were blessed above all others. While Mary 

inspired him to practice this virtue perfectly, he, as a 

real man, understood the profound meaning of her 

inspiration and how it came from a heart that was 

steeped in the love of God. Time and again the Church 

has made it clear that Joseph is not a saint for only a 

https://www.catholicculture.org/library/view.cfm?recnum=4882
https://www.catholicculture.org/library/view.cfm?recnum=5462


 

 

certain number of souls, but that he can help all men. 

Excepted from St. Joseph: a Theological Introduction by 

Michael D. Griffin, O.C.D. 

St. Joseph plays a prominent 

part in popular devotion: in 

numerous popular traditions; 

the custom of reserving 

Wednesdays for devotion to St. 

Joseph — popular at least since 

the end of the seventeenth 

century — has generated 

several pious exercises 

including that of the Seven 
Wednesdays; in the pious 

aspirations made by the faithful; in prayers such as that 

of Pope Leo XIII, Ad te, Beate Ioseph, which is daily 

recited by the faithful; in the Litany of St. Joseph, 

approved by St. Pope Pius X; and in the recitation of the 

Chaplet of St. Joseph, recollecting the Seven agonies and 
seven joys of St. Joseph. 

That the solemnity of St. Joseph falls in Lent, when the 

Church concentrates her attention on preparation for 

Baptism and the memorial of the Lord's Passion, 

inevitably gives rise to an attempt to harmonize the 

Liturgy and popular piety. Hence, the traditional 

practices of a "month of St. Joseph" should be 

synchronized with the liturgical Year. Indeed, the 

liturgical renewal movement attempted to instill among 

the faithful a realization of the importance of the 

meaning of Lent. Where the necessary adaptations can 

be made to the various expressions of popular piety, 

devotion to St. Joseph should naturally be encouraged 

among the faithful who should be constantly reminded 

of the "singular example [...] which, surpassing all states 

of life, should be recommended to the entire Christian 

community, whatever their condition or rank." 

— Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2021 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 

In the litany of St. Joseph, we 

say, “St. Joseph, Head of the Holy 

Family, pray for us.” There is 

more hidden behind this 

invocation than meets the eye. 

We know, of course, that Mary is 

the Virgin Mother of Jesus 

Christ. We know that the Savior 

was not conceived of a human 

father. Yet the Church has never 

tired insisting on the fatherhood 

of St. Joseph in the Holy Family. It is crucially important 

to understand that there are two levels to fatherhood. 

There is the physical level of providing for the 

conception of a human body. In this sense, Christ did 

not have a human father. But a father is not only to 

cooperate with his wife in generating a child. He is also 

to cooperate with her in rearing the offspring which his 

spouse brings into the world. From all eternity, Joseph 

was destined to be the spouse of the Blessed Virgin. 

They were truly married. Joseph was Mary’s husband, 

and she was his wife. Marriage is the most intimate of 

all unions between two human beings. It imparts a 

community of gifts between those joined together in 

matrimony. Consequently, in giving Joseph the Blessed 

Virgin as his spouse, God appointed him to be not only 

her life’s companion, but also the witness of her 

virginity, the protector of her honor. No, by reason of 

his conjugal tie to Mary, he participated in her sublime 

dignity. We cannot exaggerate the importance of seeing 

St. Joseph as the true spouse of Mary. Under God, he 

was to share in her unique role as Mother of the Word 

made flesh who dwelt among us. St. Luke tells us that, 

on returning to Nazareth after Mary and Joseph found 

the young Christ in the temple, “Jesus advanced in 

wisdom and age and grace before God and men (Luke 

2:52)”. What are we being told? We are being told that 

the Christ child constantly manifested greater wisdom 

as he grew in age. In God’s mysterious providence, both 

Mary and Joseph contributed to this manifestation of 

greater wisdom in Jesus. 

— Father John Hardon 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=1005
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=1006
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=1007
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=1008
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=1008


 

 

“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross           by Brian Corrigan 

 

All this talk of evangelizing is merely to point out the 
obvious thing about today’s Gospel, namely, as baptized 
Catholic Christians we need to expect to speak about 
Christ at certain points in our life. Now here is another 
rich nugget I would point out to you—speaking isn’t 
always using words. There is a saying that is attributed 
to St. Francis of Assisi that goes like this: “Preach the 
Gospel at all times, and if necessary, use words.” 

There is no real evidence that St. Francis actually ever 
uttered that statement, but its meaning is clear 
nonetheless. Further, St. Peter actually did say that we 
are to “always be ready to give an explanation to any-
one who asks you for a reason for your hope, but do it 
with gentleness and reverence, keeping your conscience 
clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who 
defame your good conduct in Christ may themselves be 
put to shame” (see 1 Peter 3:15-16). 

I began today’s column by pointing out that it is due 
to our own baptism that we should expect opportuni-
ties to evangelize and tell people what we know of Jesus 
Christ. Many non-Catholic Christians use the “John 3:16” 
verse as their sole point of reference for salvation. The 
thing is, Jesus never said that simply believing in him 
was enough to guarantee eternal life. He very clearly, 
earlier in this same conversation with Nicodemus, said 
that “no one can enter the kingdom of God without first 
being born of water and Spirit.”  

Today’s passage is a continuation of that conversa-
tion between Jesus and Nicodemus, in which they are 
primarily talking about how one may be able to enter 
heaven. Jesus is actually testifying to Nicodemus that he 
has been to heaven, and indeed, has come from heav-
en. He is telling Nicodemus that, just as the pole with 
serpent that Moses raised in the desert had the power 
to call God’s people to Himself and heal them from the 
snakebites that were rampant, so too would it be for 
Jesus (the Son of Man) to be lifted up, calling people to 
Himself and give them healing and hope. 

One final point to make in today’s column: Dale 
Carnegie did not come up with the idea that one would 
never be called on to speak without first being at least 
somewhat expert in the subject. In John 3:11 Jesus tells 
us, “Amen, amen, I say to you, we speak of what we 
know and we testify to what we have seen…” 

And so today we are encouraged to preach the 
Gospel always, and when necessary, use words! 

 

I’m sure most, if not all, of us have seen the sign at 
one time or another; someone in the endzone at a foot-
ball game, or sitting in the stands at a sporting event, 
holding a sign that simply reads John 3:16. The purpose 
of which is to be if not a conversation starter, certainly 
food for thought for the non-Christian.

http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross


 

 

ha estado dando lecciones diarias de 

Cuaresma sobre la Misa, y en su lección sobre la ho-
milía, señala las palabras del Papa Francisco, quien dice 
que el homilista debe hablar concisamente y decir mucho. 
En pocas palabras. La homilía debe estar relacionada con 
las lecturas de la Misa y ser clara, concisa, convincente e 
inspiradora. P. Rocky también nos recuerda que aún más 
importante que la preparación de la homilía es la prepara-
ción del homilista: ¡ore por sus sacerdotes (y diáconos)! 

Antes de avanzar demasiado en este camino explicando 
esta parte de la Misa, debo señalar que hay una diferencia 
entre una homilía y un sermón. ¿Sabes cuál es la diferen-
cia? 

Si pudiera usar al P. Pilón como ejemplo, la mayoría de 
las veces pronuncia una homilía —como lo hacen nuestros 
diáconos— que es un comentario sobre las lecturas del día; 
La homilía puede tratar de relacionar el significado de las 
lecturas con la vida cristiana en el mundo de hoy. A veces, 
sin embargo, el P. Pilón dará un sermón, que es un discurso 
que no tiene relación con las lecturas. Por ejemplo, cuando 
el padre habla sobre la santidad de la vida u otros asuntos 
morales, eso no necesariamente se alinea con las lecturas 
del día. He descubierto que la mayoría de las veces, cuando 
el P. Pilon da un sermón y de alguna manera se las arregla-
rá para incluir una breve homilía en su discurso. 

Nuevamente, confiando en el libro que he estado usan-
do como fuente principal para esta explicación de las par-
tes de la Misa, Una explicación simple de la Misa por el P. 
Eamon Tobin, explicaré con más detalle cuál es el propósito 
de la homilía. En su libro escribe, El difunto liturgista fran-
cés, el padre Lucien Deiss, describe el objetivo del homilista 
de esta manera: “El homilista debe mostrar a esta congregación 

en particular cómo la Palabra que acaban de escuchar es relevante 

para sus vidas. Les ayuda a escuchar la voz de Cristo y a ver el 

rostro de Cristo en el texto sagrado. El homilista lleva a la 

asamblea a mirarse a sí misma, a sus alegrías, a sus dolores, a sus 

problemas, y a juzgarlos a la luz de la Palabra de Dios'. En otras 
palabras, una buena homilía vinculará la vida de la 
asamblea con las lecturas recién proclamadas. Una buena 
homilía anima y desafía. Consuela a los afligidos y aflige a 
los confortados. 

También me gustaría señalar al P. El comentario de 
Rocky en sus Lecciones de Cuaresma sobre la Misa, en el 
que dijo que cree que St. Paul tiene el récord de la homilía 
más larga. ¡Esa homilía duró alrededor de diez horas! Inclu-
so se detuvo en un momento para devolverle la vida a un 
joven que se había caído por una ventana del tercer piso a 
su muerte. Puede leerlo en el capítulo veinte de Los Hechos 
de los Apóstoles. 

has been giving daily Lenten Lessons on 
the Mass, and in his lesson on the homily, he points 

out the words of Pope Francis, who says the homilist is to 
speak concisely, and say much in a few words. The homily 
should be related to the readings of the Mass and be clear, 
concise, convincing and inspiring. Fr. Rocky also reminds us 
that even more important than the preparation of the 
homily is the preparation of the homilist—pray for your 
priests (and deacons)! 

Before we get too far down this road explaining this 
part of the Mass, I should point out that there is a differ-
ence between a homily and a sermon. Do you know what 
is the difference?

If I might use Fr. Pilon as an example, most of the 
time he delivers a homily—as do our deacons—which is 
a commentary on the readings of the day; the homily 
may seek to relate the significance of the readings to 
Christian living in today’s world. Sometimes however, Fr. 
Pilon will deliver a sermon, which is a speech that is un-
related to the readings. For example, when Father 
speaks on the sanctity of life or other moral issues, that 
may not necessarily align with the day’s readings. I have 
found that more often than not, when Fr. Pilon gives a 
sermon he will still somehow manage to fit a brief homi-
ly into his speech as well. 

Again, relying on the book I have been using as a pri-
mary source for this explanation of the parts of the 
Mass, A Simple Explanation of the Mass by Fr. Eamon 
Tobin, I will explain further what is the purpose of the 
homily. In his book he writes, The late French liturgist, 
Father Lucien Deiss, describes the aim of the homilist in 
this way: “The homilist must show this particular congregation 

how the Word they have just heard is relevant to their lives. He 

helps them to hear Christ’s voice and see Christ’s face in the sa-

cred text. The homilist leads the assembly to look at itself, its 

joys, its sorrows, its problems, and judge them in the light of 

God’s Word.” In other words, a good homily will link the 
life of the assembly with the readings just proclaimed. A 
good homily both encourages and challenges. It com-
forts the afflicted and afflicts the comfortable. 

I would also like to point out Fr. Rocky’s comment in 
his Lenten Lessons on the Mass, in which he said he be-
lieves St. Paul has the record for the longest homily. That 
homily lasted somewhere around ten hours! He even 
stopped at one point to restore to life a young man who 
had fallen out of a third story window to his death. You 
can read about it in the twentieth chapter of The Acts of 
the Apostles. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have not checked out the new FORMED.org 
website, we strongly encourage you to do so. It is chock-
full of great videos, movies, eBooks and audio books, 
Bible studies, talks, and so much more! 

All What can we recommend for this week? 

Watch 
 JOSEPH OF NAZARETH:  

THE STORY OF THE MAN CLOSEST TO CHRIST 
With this year being consecrated to St. Joseph, we 
celebrate the feast day of Christ’s foster father with 
even more joy and respect! Enter into the life of this 
great saint through the movie Joseph of Nazareth. 

Listen 
 ST. JOSEPH: PATRON OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH 

BY MARK MIRAVELLE 
St. Joseph, the holiest of the patriarchs, serves as a 
model of fatherhood, obedience, chastity, and so 
many other virtues. Join Dr. Mark Miravelle as he 
shares incredible lessons found in the hidden life 
of Joseph. 

Learn 
 BELOVED: SESSION 4—THE TOTAL GIFT OF SELF 
As foster father of Christ and virginal husband of 
Mary, St. Joseph fully gives  to both his 
family and to God. Explore how we can emulate this 
gift of self in this episode of our Beloved series! 

Why did Jesus redeem us on the Cross? 
† Why did Jesus redeem us on the Cross? 
The cross on which Jesus, although innocent, was cruelly 
executed is the place of utmost degradation and abandonment. 
Christ, our Redeemer, chose the cross so as to bear the guilt of 
the world and to suffer the pain of the world. So he brought 
the world back home to God by his perfect love. 
God could not show his love more forcibly than by allowing 
himself in the person of the Son to be nailed to the Cross for 
us. Crucifixion was the most shameful and most horrible 
method of execution in antiquity. It was forbidden to crucify 
Roman citizens, whatever crimes they were guilty of. Thereby 
God entered into the most abysmal sufferings of mankind. 
Since then, no one can say “God does not know what I’m 
suffering.” (YOUCAT question 101) 

Further reading: CCC 612 

“You don’t know how to pray? Put yourself 

in the presence of God, and as soon as you 

have said, ‘Lord, I don’t know how to pray!’ 

you can be sure you’ve already begun.” 

        ~ St. Josemaría Escrivá 

Marriage Classes 
There are classes scheduled for 
marriage prep in 2021.  
For more information please visit: 
https://cdop.org/evangelization-and-faith-formation-old/
marriage 

Campaign for 22 Million Rosaries 
Join our Campaign for 22 Million Rosaries for Peace in 
the Family, Nation, & World. Visit the website to 
register how many rosaries you have prayed. 
http://www.praytogetherstaytogether.net 

https://cdop.org/evangelization-and-faith-formation-old/marriage
https://cdop.org/evangelization-and-faith-formation-old/marriage
http://www.praytogetherstaytogether.net


 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 
Dear Parents, 

If you haven’t sent in your registration money and 
form for 2021-2022, you have until March 12 if you 
want it to go to your 2021-2022 tuition. If it is paid after 
March 12, it will be in addition to your 2021-2022 
tuition. 

If you want to participate in the optional K-8 
Parent/Teacher Conferences, you can Zoom or Google 
Meet with your child(ren)’s teacher on Thursday 
afternoon. You need to sign up in advance through the 
parent log-in on the Option-C portal. Let us know if you 
have any questions. 

We are preparing for the summer for Ready, Set, 
Grow Extended Care. If you need care for your kids, or 
know of someone who needs care, please call Ready, 
Set, Grow Extended Care at 815.538.7604. 

Peace, 
Mrs. Kobilsek 

Holy Cross School Lenten Challenge 

Lent Almsgiving 
Donating to IVPADS homeless shelters 

in Peru & Ottawa 
Contact: Cal Doyle—4th Grade 
Donations Due By: Thursday, April 1, 2021 

Loving & Caring 

Are you looking for some way to do almsgiving during 
Lent? Well, I have the perfect way of how to do it. I’m 
planning to give the donated items to IVPADS in Ottawa 
and Peru. 

You can brighten someone’s day by giving just a little help. 

So spread love to the world and give! 

Bring your donations to Holy Cross School c/o Cal Doyle. 

Contact Mrs. Doyle at ldoyle@holycrossmendota.com if 
you have any questions. 

 
 

HCS Lenten Challenge (cont’d) 
Items Needed for Donation: 

Coming Up:

• Friday, March 26 - 8th Grade Fundraiser - “tie-dye/
neon day” - $1.00 or more 

• Thursday, April 1 - Lenten Almsgiving Challenge 
items are due to Holy Cross School 

• April 2-11 - Easter Break - Happy Easter! - No school - 
Extended Care is available 

Juice 
Boxes 

Dryer 
Sheets 

Bleach Bottled 
Water 

Coffee 

Dry 
Cereals 

Laundry 
Soap 

Hairbrushes Paper 
Plates 

Clipboards 

13-30-39 
Gallon 
Garbage 
Bags 

Air 
Freshener 
Spray 

Pump 
Hand Soap 

Pillow 
Covers 
(New/Like 
New) 

White 
Copy 
Paper 

Paper 
Bowls 

Powder 
Coffee 
Creamer 

Multi-
purpose 
Cleaning 
Spray 

Toilet 
Bowl 
Cleaner 

Individually 
Packed 
Snacks 

Paper 
Napkins 

Dish Soap Toilet 
Paper 

Adult 
Socks 

Paper 
Towels 



 

 

 



 

 
Click on: Catholic Education > School Openings > 
Teacher Application Packet 

It begins on Thursday, February 18  
and ends on Palm Sunday, March 28th 
Sun. - Confessions during Holy Hour 
 from 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Mon.  -  No scheduled confessions 
Tues. and Wednesday  -  12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Thurs. and Fri.  -  5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Sat.  -  2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

http://www.cdop.org
mailto:akobilsek@holycrossmendota.com
mailto:akobilsek@holycrossmendota.com
http://www.cdop.org
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Please call 815-538-7604 to reserve a spot! 

How is Your Lent Going? 
If you are looking for something extra to 
energize and super-charge your Lenten 
experience, we have a few suggestions for 
you to try. In addition to availing yourself of 
the offerings on the formed.org site, you 
can catch up with Fr. Rocky’s Lenten Lessons 
on the Mass here: https://
relevantradio.com/lenten-lessons-archive/ 

You can get daily emails from Matthew Kelly 
for the “Best LENT Ever” here: https://
www.dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever/
best-lent-ever-all-reflections.html 

Or perhaps Bishop Robert Barron is more to 
your liking. You can get his daily Lenten 
Gospel Reflections here: https://
www.lentreflections.com/?
vgo_ee=wHAxjoYLqrqSd37mR5mlBtmesl%
2BfDWJDHOeo1HIlS%2B8%3D 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  

Did you know that each Tuesday night a 
small group of parishioners gets together 
to pray the rosary together? 

At 6:30 each Tuesday evening 
parishioners dial in to pray 
together. And you can join in 
too! Simply call 425.436.6314 
and when prompted enter the 
pass-code 604509# (you must 
include the “pound” sign). 

On the third Tuesday of every 
month Father Pilon is offering 
Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament in the Church. If you 
are someone who has gone before the exposed 
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Jesus in the 
Eucharist and have missed that peaceful and quiet 
solitude communing with our Lord, you may partic-
ipate in this too. We always begin at 6:30 with the 
Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary.

https://formed.org
https://relevantradio.com/lenten-lessons-archive/
https://relevantradio.com/lenten-lessons-archive/
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever/best-lent-ever-all-reflections.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever/best-lent-ever-all-reflections.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever/best-lent-ever-all-reflections.html
https://www.lentreflections.com/?vgo_ee=wHAxjoYLqrqSd37mR5mlBtmesl%2BfDWJDHOeo1HIlS%2B8%3D
https://www.lentreflections.com/?vgo_ee=wHAxjoYLqrqSd37mR5mlBtmesl%2BfDWJDHOeo1HIlS%2B8%3D
https://www.lentreflections.com/?vgo_ee=wHAxjoYLqrqSd37mR5mlBtmesl%2BfDWJDHOeo1HIlS%2B8%3D
https://www.lentreflections.com/?vgo_ee=wHAxjoYLqrqSd37mR5mlBtmesl%2BfDWJDHOeo1HIlS%2B8%3D
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Pope Francis 
announced a Year of 
St. Joseph, in honor 
of the 150th 
anniversary of the 
saint’s proclamation 
as patron of the 
Universal Church. 

Pope Francis said he 
was establishing the 
year so that “every 
member of the 
faithful, following his 
example, may 
strengthen their life 
of faith daily in the  
complete fulfillment of God’s will.” 

Here’s what you need to know about the Year of St. 
Joseph: 

Why does the Church have years dedicated to 
specific topics?  

The Church observes the passage of time through 
the liturgical calendar - which includes feasts such as 
Easter and Christmas, and seasons such as Lent and 
Advent. In addition, however, popes can set aside 
time for the Church to reflect more deeply on a 
specific aspect of Catholic teaching or belief. Past 
years designated by recent popes include a Year of 
Faith, Year of the Eucharist, and Jubilee Year of 
Mercy. 

Why did the Pope declare a year of St. Joseph? 

In making his declaration, Pope Francis noted that 
this year marks the 150th anniversary of the saint’s 
proclamation as patron of the Universal Church by 
Pope Pius IX on Dec. 8, 1870. 

Pope Francis said the coronavirus pandemic has 
heightened his desire to reflect on St. Joseph, as so 
many people during the pandemic have made 
hidden sacrifices to protect others, just as St. Joseph 
quietly protected and cared for Mary and Jesus. 

“Each of us can discover in Joseph -- the man who 
goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden pres- 

ence -- an intercessor, a support and a guide in times 
of trouble,” the pope wrote. 

He also said he wanted to highlight St. Joseph’s role 
as a father who served his family with charity and 
humility, adding, “Our world today needs fathers.” 

When does the Year of St. Joseph begin and end? 

The year begins Dec. 8, 2020, and concludes on Dec. 
8, 2021. 

What special graces are available during this year? 

As Catholics pray and reflect on the life of St. Joseph 
throughout the coming year, they also have 
opportunities to gain a plenary indulgence, or 
remission of all temporal punishment due to sin. An 
indulgence can be applied to oneself or to a soul in 
Purgatory. 

An indulgence requires a specific act, defined by the 
Church, as well as sacramental confession, 
Eucharistic Communion, prayer for the pope’s 
intentions, and full detachment from sin. 

Special indulgences during the Year of St. Joseph can 
be received through more than a dozen different 
prayers and actions, including praying for the 
unemployed, entrusting one’s daily work to St. 
Joseph, performing a corporal or spiritual work of 
mercy, or meditating for at least 30 minutes on the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

Why does the Church honor St. Joseph? 

Catholics do not worship saints, but ask for their 
heavenly intercession before God and seek to 
imitate their virtues here on earth. The Catholic 
Church honors St. Joseph as the foster father of 
Jesus. He is invoked as the patron saint of the 
Universal Church. He is also the patron of workers, 
father, and a happy death. 
Year of St. Joseph: What Catholics need to know (catholicnewsagency.com)  

"Of all the people I have known with a true 

devotion and particular veneration for St. Joseph, 

not one has failed to advance in virtue; he helps 

those who turn to him to make real progress. For 

several years now, I believe, I have always made 

some request to him on his feast day, and it has 

always been granted; and when my request is not 

quite what it ought to be, he puts it right for my 

greater benefit."— St. Teresa of Avila 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/fifteen-ways-to-gain-an-indulgence-in-the-year-of-st-joseph-81304
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/fifteen-ways-to-gain-an-indulgence-in-the-year-of-st-joseph-81304
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/the-year-of-st-joseph-what-catholics-need-to-know-44623


 

 

 

Eucharistic Adoration Offered 
If you would like to spend some time before the Blessed Sacrament, Fr. Pilon will 

livestream this Exposition, using the same site as is used for streaming the Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass. We can also adore every third Tuesday of the month at  

6:30 p.m. 

The Adoration is scheduled from 2:00—3:00 p.m. every Sunday. 

...And Divine Mercy 

Father will lead the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, 

following the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

These additional devotions will be every Sunday for the foreseeable future. 

Parish Confession Schedule 
 
**Please note we are returning to the previous 
seasonal Confession schedule, which can be found 
on page 4 of this bulletin. Father will be offering 
sacramental confession every day of the week 
except for Monday.

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  
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Renowned speaker and author Fr. Michael Gaitley tells the dramatic history of God's love and mercy as 

interwoven through the transformative message of St. Faustina, the miraculous appearance of Mary at 

Fatima, the witness of Maximilian Kolbe, and the world-changing papacy of Pope St. John Paul II. 

Featuring the brilliant cinematic artistry of the Augustine Institute's film studio, the vast panorama of 

God's work of mercy in the world unfolds as a story to be experienced. 

We have completed session 2 in our 10-session study entitled Divine Mercy in the Second Greatest 

Story Ever Told. Last week we learned about the seventeenth and eighteenth century heresy of 

Jansenism, a theological error in reconciling divine grace and free will; an error in which it was believed 

that it was necessary to earn God’s love and be perfect before we can go to him (who can do that?). We 

also looked briefly at Saints Margaret Mary Alacoque and Thérèse of Lisieux, and how their particular 

spiritualism. We will meet again via Zoom on Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Maybe you can join us this week!  

We still have a number of Participant Guides available—just call the office to reserve your copy! For 

any additional information or to have questions addressed, please call the parish office in the 

afternoon Mon—Fri between the hours of 1:30 and 4:30 p.m. 

This will again utilize the Zoom meeting information that Father Pilon has arranged (the same 

information to log on for viewing the Mass—see p. 2 of the bulletin); we have found that watching the 

video on your own prior to the meeting works best, and then for the meeting we will discuss each 

week’s material. 

If you have not yet utilized the parish’s Formed subscription, this is a perfect opportunity to find out 

what a wonderful tool for evangelizing, studying, praying, and even being entertained is being 

provided. To set up an account for yourself is simple—just go to the website, https://formed.org, click 

on the “Sign Up” button, then select “Sign up as a parishioner” and then look for Holy Cross Mendota 

in the search window under “Create a New Account.” Easy Peasy!! 

https://formed.org
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Luke Dempsey  

Please Note: 

Distribution of 

Communion will 

be in front of 

church during the 

winter months, not in the back parking lot. 

2021 “Daily Dollars” Calendar 
The Daily Dollars Calendars are here. This year we are adding a special drawing for those who sell more than the 

original eight. For each additional eight you sell, you will also receive another [9th] one free, as usual, but you 

will get one entry into an “Early Bird Drawing” worth $500.00. This drawing is only if you sell more than the 

original eight calendars, and it is one entry for every eight additional calendars sold. 

Thank you in advance for your support. 

PLEASE NOTE: Return your sold or any unsold tickets/calendars as soon as possible. 

Thank You! 

Lenten Prayer 

Almighty and Everlasting God, 

You have given the human race 

Jesus Christ our Savior as a model of 

humility. 

He fulfilled Your Will by becoming Man 

and giving His life on the Cross. 

Help us to bear witness to You 

by following His example of suffering 

and make us worthy to share in His Resurrection. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

Your Son. 

Amen. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  



 

 


