
 

 

 



 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, AUGUST 8, 2021 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

Sunday, August 8th 
8:00 a.m. +Karl Soliman by the Soliman Family 
10:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Rita Happ  
  by Nancy Doughty 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - Jessica y María Díaz por  
             Cumpleaños por Diacono Díaz 
Monday, August 9th 
7:00 p.m. +Jean Joerger by Sue Masear Anderson 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Deceased Members of the  
 McCollum Family by Tim & Cindy Cook 
Tuesday, August 10th 
7:00 a.m. +Jim Leonard by Tom & Mary Heitmann 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Deceased Members of the 
Corrigan Family by Tim & Cindy Cook 
Wednesday, August 11th 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Deceased Members of the 
Madden Family by Tim & Cindy Cook 
8:00 a.m. +Amor Lauer 
Thursday, August 12th 
7:00 a.m. +Jim Leonard by Mike & Kim Schuhler 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: Oran & Shirley Kent  
  by Mike & Debbie Kent 
Friday, August 13th 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: *Communion Service 
8:00 a.m. +Danny Arredondo by the Wackerlin Family 
Saturday, August 14th 
4:00 p.m. +Ken Henkel by Knights of Columbus 2090 
5:00 p.m. @St. Theresa: +Leo Graham 
  by the Grandchildren of Leo Graham 
Sunday, August 15th 
6:30 a.m. +Randy Jackson by Cindy Schiefelbein 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: Special Intention 
  by Ted & Margaret Seed 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Gerald Funfsinn 
    by Juanita Sondgeroth 
10:30 a.m. +Deceased Family and Friends of Holy Cross 
 and Saints Peter & Paul Parishes 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - +Javier Espinoza  
  por María Espinoza 

Lector’s Schedule 

Saturday, August 14 Brian Corrigan 

Sunday, August 15 Rudy Arteaga 

Sunday, August 15 (PP) Tom Burke 

Fr. Pilon’s Masses will continue to be livestreamed via 
the Zoom connection we have been using. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 

Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 
are aware of this new development. The link, ID, and 
Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 
are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email at: 

frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

 

 

 

 

 

As we open up the Church more and return back to normal, we 
would like to start up the Cenacle Chapel and Adoration during 
the week. So, we are asking all those who were signed up pre-
COVID to consider volunteering once again for one hour during 
the week. If you are willing, then I ask you to contact Karen 
Brandner who is coordinating the schedule again. We would like 
to begin our weekly Adoration on Monday, August 2nd. Tenta-
tively our hours would be from 9 am to 10 pm, Monday through 
Friday. The hours may change depending on volunteers. If you 
are a new Adorer but would like to volunteer, please drop a 
note in the collection with your name, phone number, and hour 
for the week. We will update needs as we move forward. 

Also, if you are interested in Serving for Mass, Reading at Mass 
or volunteering as an Usher for Mass, please drop a note in the 
collection with your name, telephone number and Mass time 
preference(s). Please keep in mind that the Mass schedule will 
be revised once the Bishop assigns an assistant here in 
Mendota. Even if you volunteered before, please let us 
know if you wish to continue. 

Thank you and may God continue to bless you all. 
Fr. Peter Pilon  



 

 

 
 
 
 
                       
 
Sun. Aug. 8 Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10:00 a.m.  Rita Happ by Nancy Doughty 
 
Sun. Aug. 15 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10:00 a.m. Gerald Funfsinn by Juanita Sondgeroth 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 
 

Lector 
August 15 Tom Burke 

 
Fr. Peter Pilon,  

 Pastor 

Fr. Jeffrey Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
SUNDAY MASS AT STS. PETER & PAUL: 

Sunday 10:00 a.m.  
 

CONFESSIONS AT STS. PETER & PAUL: 
9:30 a.m. Sunday 

 
STS. PETER AND PAUL PARISH, PETERSTOWN 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 
AUGUST 8TH, 2021 

Collection for August 1, 2021 

Sunday Collection:   $1,424.00 

Sat.   July 31 0507 50.00 Linda Whitmore 

Sun.    Aug 1 3346 50.00 Fr. Max Lasrado 

Mon.   Aug 2 2864 100.00 Katrina Flahive 

Tue.    Aug 3 2000 50.00 Alyssa McCauley 

Wed.   Aug 4 1281 50.00 Casey & Julie Kelly 

Thur.  Aug 5 1885 50.00 Brian Price 

Fri.     Aug 6 0914 50.00 Greg Malach 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

The 2021 Daily Dollars are here! 
A chance to win money and help our school! 

Heroic Faith 

Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross 

Edith Stein was born the youngest of eleven children to a 

Jewish couple in Breslau, Germany (present-day Poland) 

on October 12, 1891, the Jewish Day of Atonement. A 

decisive encounter with the writings of Saint Teresa of 

Ávila drew her into the Church, and eleven years later, into 

the Carmelite Order. She took the name Teresa Benedicta 

of the Cross. On August 2, 1942, the Gestapo arrested 

Teresa and her blood sister, Rosa, at the Carmel in Echt, 

Netherlands. She died at Auschwitz on August 9. Her last 

words to Rosa before leaving the Carmel were: “Come, we 

are going for our people.” In 1999, St. John Paul II declared 

this “eminent daughter of Israel and faithful daughter of the 

Church” co-patroness of Europe. 

Her Feast Day is August 9th. 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 
Please pray for the following: 

Please continue to pray for the young women and 
men who are experiencing unplanned pregnancies 

and are uncertain about their choices. 

Pray for a 74 year-old man who is struggling to 
recover from transplant surgery (his body 
rejected the organ), and may soon go into 

palliative and hospice care. 

You can still contact Nancy Kaiser for any of your 
prayer requests at 815-539-6656. 

In addition, sign up for Flocknote to “join our 
prayer chain” and receive immediate requests. 



 

 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 

“God is everywhere, in the very air I breathe, 
yes everywhere, but in His Sacrament of the 
Altar He is as present actually and really as 

my soul within my body; in His Sacrifice daily 
offered as really as once offered on the Cross.” 

~ St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Please call Karen Brandner to sign up for your Holy Hour. 

Chapel Coordinator, Karen Brandner 
1-815-915-6635 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.   July 31 0507 50.00 Linda Whitmore 

Sun.    Aug 1 3346 50.00 Fr. Max Lasrado 

Mon.   Aug 2 2864 100.00 Katrina Flahive 

Tue.    Aug 3 2000 50.00 Alyssa McCauley 

Wed.   Aug 4 1281 50.00 Casey & Julie Kelly 

Thur.  Aug 5 1885 50.00 Brian Price 

Fri.     Aug 6 0914 50.00 Greg Malach 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS!!! 

The 2021 Daily Dollars are here! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Peter’s Pence 

Total 
Ss. PETER & PAUL 
AUGUST 1, 2021 

Sunday 
Total 

For the Week of 

08/1/2021 

 
 

$7,250.00 
230.00 
225.00 
65.00 

          5.00 
$7,775.00 

 
 

   $1,424.00 
$1,424.00 

   Give God what is just, not just what is left! 

2020 ANNUAL DIOCESAN 
APPEAL 

Thanks to all who have made a pledge 

to the Annual Diocesan Appeal. Cur-

rently, at Holy Cross we have pledges 

of $40,950.00 toward our goal of $46,356.00. We have re-

ceived pledge cards from 153 parishioners. 

At Ss. Peter & Paul we have pledges of $14,235.00 toward 

the goal of $15,422.00. 40 pledge cards have been return-

ed. 

A gift to the ADA, no matter how great or small can go a 

long way. A pledge of $10 or $20 a month can add up. 

Even a one-time gift is helpful. To those who have contrib-

uted, we are most grateful. If you have not yet made a gift 

to the ADA, we invite you to do so today. Every dollar 

raised to make our goal supports important diocesan 

services and every dollar raised over our goal will be kept in 

the parish. 

INSURANCE  --  ALL LINES 

713 Washington St.  815-539-5351  Fax: 815-538-2614 

E-mail: fsi@mtco.com 



 

 

“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross           by Brian Corrigan 

 

and if you are just now 

coming to this chapter, consider this as getting in 

on the ground floor. As Father Pilon noted in his 

homily last week, this may well be the most important and 

pivotal chapter in all of our holy Scriptures. 

This is where Jesus’s teaching is so difficult for some of his 

followers, they can no longer travel in his company. They 

simply cannot reconcile his teaching with their own concep-

tion of reality. 

Recent polling and studies have shown that a paltry one-

third of US Catholics believe in the Church’s teaching on the 

Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist and the miraculous 

Transubstantiation that takes place every day on the altars of 

the Church around the world. If you are among the two-thirds 

who either do not believe, or who are struggling to get there, I 

encourage you to pray for the faith that will lead you to “all 

understanding.” 

There have been roughly some 108 cases of what are 

called Eucharistic miracles (of which the picture above is one) 

in which the Eucharist begins to bleed, or the matter actually 

changes into human tissue—most often the tissue that is con-

sistent with the human heart. Further, the blood typing is con-

sistent, whether the sample is taken from the holy Shroud of 

Turin, believed by many to be the actual burial cloth of Jesus, 

or from the miracles which occurred in Lanciano, Italy (8th 

century), Bolsena-Orvieto, Italy (1263), Santare m, Portugal 

(1266), or as recently as 2013 in Legnica, Poland. The physical 

consistency is present across the spectrum of these miracles! 

I would like to now draw you back to the difficulty had by 

the multitudes of followers, who, due to in part Jesus’s saying 

he came down from heaven, now find themselves in the unen 

viable position of having to quit following the Incarnate Son of 

God. 

You should understand that as Jesus is saying this, he is also 

echoing the events of God feeding the Israelites in the desert 

for 40 years with the manna that he, Jesus, is now saying there 

is something much greater than that manna coming to them. 

Just as the manna came from heaven (and was indeed provided 

by God), so too Jesus was teaching them that he did indeed 

come down from heaven, and better than the bread that 

appeared on the desert floor, he would provide them with his 

divine Body and Blood as food for the journey. The Israelites 

journey was one from slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land of 

Canaan, whereas our journey is from the slavery to sin to the 

eternal Promised Land of heaven. 

There is another echo in this passage as well; recall last 

week’s first reading from Exodus where the people grumbled 

against God and Moses for bringing them out of Egypt only “to 

die in the desert. Today’s Gospel shows the people grumbling 

(murmuring) against Jesus saying he came down from heaven. 

—Remember, the New Testament is concealed in the Old 

Testament, and the Old Testament is revealed in the New 

Testament… 

Go back and read this Gospel passage slowly and glean as 

much meat and sustenance as you can. Jesus talks about the 

necessity of having faith and believing; after he tells them to 

stop murmuring, he says “No one can come to me unless the 

Father who sent me draw him, and I will raise him on the 

last day. It is written in the prophets: They shall be taught 

by God. . . . Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes has 

eternal life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the desert, 

but they died; this is the bread that comes down from 

heaven so that one may eat it and not die. I am the living 

bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this 

bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my 

flesh for the life of the world.” 

Recently, the news has had quite a lot of coverage about 

who should or should not present themselves to worthily 

receive communion at Mass. In our second reading St. Paul is 

making the case that we, as believers, should not grieve the 

Holy Spirit (with which you were sealed for the day of 

redemption). This is where the language of the sacrament of 

Confirmation comes from—“Be sealed with the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.” As confirmed members of the Church, we should 

consider with utmost gravity our own worthiness before 

approaching to receive the Sacred Body, Blood, Soul, and 

Divinity of Jesus. 



 

 

Click on: Catholic Education > School Openings > Teacher  
Application Packet 

Heroic Faith 

Saint Lawrence 

The deacon Lawrence was martyred in the year 258 under the 

emperor Valerian. The story that is told of Lawrence—the 

heroic dispersal of the Church’s monies to the poor, the 

gathering of the unfortunates of Rome, who are presented as 

the “Church’s true treasure,”  and Lawrence’s subsequent 

death on a gridiron—has inspired numerous artistic 

representations. Saint Augustine preached several homilies on 

Lawrence: “’The way we come to know love was that he laid 

down his life or us; so we ought to lay down our lives for our 

brothers’ (1 John 3:16) . . . . Lawrence understood this  

and, understanding, he acted on it… In his life he  

loved Christ; in his death he followed in his  

footsteps. 

His Feast Day  

is August 10th. 

 

Zoom web address:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 
Password 811195 
Sun: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 9:00 a.m. Mass @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

 10:30 a.m. Mass 

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

Mon: 7:00 p.m. Mass  

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

Wed: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

Fri: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 11:30 a.m. Mass @ OSF St. Paul 

Sat: 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 5:00 p.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 



 

 

 

 

 

What are the names of the  
five main types of prayer? 

† What are the names of the five main types of prayer? 
The five main types of prayer are blessing and adoration, 
prayer of petition, prayer of intercession, prayer of 
thanksgiving, and prayer of praise.

† What is a prayer of blessing? 
A prayer of blessing is a prayer that calls down God's blessing 
upon us. From God alone all blessings flow. His goodness, his 
closeness, his mercy that is blessing. "May the Lord bless you" 
is the shortest prayer of blessing. Every Christian should call 
down God's blessing upon himself and upon other people. 
Parents can trace the Sign of the Cross on their child's 
forehead. People who love each other can bless one another. 
Furthermore a priest, by virtue of his office, blesses explicitly 
in the name of Jesus and on behalf of the Church. His request 
for blessings is made especially effective through Holy Orders 
and the prayer power of the whole Church. 
(YOUCAT questions 483-484)  

Dig Deeper: CCC section (2626-2643) and other 
references here. 

Heroic Faith 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

Maximilian, a Polish Franciscan friar, promoted devotion to 

Mary under the title “Immaculata.” In February 

1941, he was arrested by the Gestapo and sent to 

Auschwitz, where he covertly continued to his 

priestly ministry: praying, consoling, hearing 

confessions. When a young father cried out 

in agony as he was sentenced to the 

starvation bunker, Maximilian offered to take 

his place. He died by lethal injection after 

surviving for two weeks. Auschwitz survivor 

Jerzy Bielecki called Maximilian’s self-offering 

“a shock filled with hope, bringing new life and 

strength… It was like a powerful shaft of 

light in the darkness of the camp.” Pope John 

Paul II canonized Maximilian as a “martyr of 

charity” in 1982. 

His Memorial is August 14th. 



 

 

  message to Humanae Vitae? 

Sheen pointed out “the press that we read, the television 
that we see, is in no instance inspired by Christian princi-
ples. As a matter of fact, there is, on the part of many of 
us, the tendency to go down to meet the world — not to 
lift the world up. We are afraid of being unpopular — so 
we go with the mob.” 

The good bishop noted we were living in the fourth 500-
year period of Church history, explaining “the Church is 
not a continuing thing — it dies and rises again. It pro-
ceeds on the principle of Christ himself as priest and vic-
tim. 

“And there comes the defeat, the seeming decay, we are 
put in the grave, and then we rise again. We have had 
four deaths in our Christian history.” 

First Three Falls and Rises 

The first time the Church was in dire straits was in the 
fall of Rome, the first 500-year period. It had a rebirth 
when great saint-missionaries like Augustine in England 
and Patrick in Ireland spread the faith. 

Then came a second “decay” around the year 1,000 with 
the Moslem invasions and the split of the Church with a 
schism in Constantinople. 

“It seemed to be the end of everything. And then we 
came to life again,” Sheen said. 

In the third 500-year period he said the Church became 
“rotten” as nuns and priests were defecting. Then came 
the reformers who “almost always reform the wrong 
things. And they began reforming the faith, and there 
was nothing wrong with faith — it was the morals that 
needed to be reformed. It’s not renewal — it’s really a 
moral reformation that is needed today, too.” Remem-
ber, that was more than 40 years ago. 

All the more so in our day. On just one point, how many 
listened to, and took to heart, Humanae Vitae? Even the-
ologians defected from it. 

After that period the Church came to life again, Sheen 
said. 

“And now we’re at the fourth period, and we’re rotting — 
we’re spoiled — no great zeal, no great learning, no great 
fire.” Yet there’s hope because “anyone who knows histo-
ry is not particularly disturbed.” 

(See “Sheen’s Warning” on next page) 

Archbishop Sheen’s Warning 

of a Crisis in Christendom 
With a saintly long-ranging spiritual vision, Ven. Fulton J. 

Sheen saw the roots of today’s crisis firmly planted and 

growing in 1974, but he gave us an antidote. 

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen (photo: Register Files / Wikimedia Commons) 

Joseph Pronechen |Blogs |July 29, 2018 

“First of all, we are at the end of Christendom,” Arch-
bishop Fulton Sheen solemnly said during a television 
show in 1974. “Now not Christianity, not the Church. Re-
member what I am saying.” 

Then he defined what he meant. “Christendom is eco-
nomic, political, social life as inspired by Christian prin-
ciples. That is ending — we’ve seen it die. Look at the 
symptoms: the breakup of the family, divorce, abortion, 
immorality, general dishonesty.” 

That was 1974. Today we know it’s even worse with the 
definition of marriage and gender drawn into the pic-
ture. And the crisis within the Church. 

He reminded that of 22 civilizations that have decayed 
since the beginning of the world, 19 rotted and per-
ished from within. 

“We live in it from day to day, and we do not see the de-
cline.” Remember, that was in 1974. “We take it for 
granted — we get used to things, and almost accept 
them as the rule.” Despite the decline blaring today, 
isn’t that a rule? How many Catholics accept the counter  



 

 

  “Today the current is against us. And today the mood of 
the world is, ‘Go with the world, go with the spirit.’ Listen, 
dead bodies float downstream. Only live bodies resist 
the current. And so the good Lord is testing us.” 

“And he is testing Western Christians with worldliness, 
and how many of us are falling?” Would Bishop Sheen be 
surprised on how far the decadence and corruption have 
piled up? 

He gives the example of the Israelites being tested by 
God in the desert. “That is what he is doing to us. We are 
showing what we really are now,” Sheen said. “St. John 
says in his Epistle: ‘They did not love us really from the 
beginning. That is why they left us.’ And so the souls that 
are falling away have just failed to meet the test. It is very 
much like the test that the Jews had.” 

The farsighted bishop highlighted how the majority of 
Israelites scouting the Promised Land told the people 
they couldn’t enter because the dwellers there were too 
strong. But “the majority is not always right!” Only Caleb 
and Joshua, “the minority report,” disagreed. They were 
right. 

Sheen warned “what we are going to have in the Church 
is a minority report: a minority report of sisters, a 
minority report of priests, a minority report of laity — 
not the minority that is aggressive and troublemaking, 
but the minority that like Caleb and Joshua, trusts in 
God. So we are tested just as the Jews were tested.” 

He went on: “Not far after our time, and perhaps in the 
time of some, then will come the battles and the testing. 
Our Lord said, Satan would sift you as wheat. And we are 
being sifted as wheat. So we can all thank God that we 
live in these days. Really, it’s beautiful. Now we can say, 
‘aye’ or ‘nay,’ and we can bear up under assault, criticism 
and ridicule, because this is the lot of the Christian in the 
days of the spirit of the world.” 

Surprising, Unexpected Advice 

The saintly bishop made clear the situation was really 
not “gloomy.” 

Why? Because “it is a picture of the Church in the midst 
of increasing opposition from the world. And, therefore, 
live your lives in the full consciousness of this hour of 
testing, and rally close to the heart of Christ.” Be the 
“minority.” 

(See “Sheen’s Warning” on next page) 

Sheen’s Warning 

Church’s Enemies 

“But the enemy in each of the 500-year periods has 
been separate and distinct,” he continued. “We had, and 
here I am speaking generally of enemies within the 
Church, in the first 500 years, false doctrine centering 
around the person of Christ …the Christological here-
sies. So the Church was just split open, and that was 
one of the reasons that made it possible for the Mos-
lems to develop.” 

The next period saw attacks on the head of the Church, 
leading to the Eastern Church breaking away. 

By the 16th century the attack was on “the body of 
Christ, the mystical body, the Church.” It was Refor-
mation time. 

Today’s 4th Enemy 

“Our enemy today is the world — the spirit of the 
world,” Sheen made clear. 

“Today we have to conform to the world or we’re brand-
ed” he said. “Our Lord said, I have taken you out of the 
world. We say, ‘No we have to win the world, and to win 
it you have to be one with it.’ Our Lord says, I pray not 
for the world. He was praying for the spirit of the world. 

And this is the easiest kind of way to fall off the log — 
worldliness. It’s so simple, and it can be justified for a 
thousand reasons; namely, the Vatican Council said we 
have to go into the world — indeed, but not to be 
world, which is quite a different matter. So this is our at-
tack today.” 

Sheen saw this as “one of the basic causes of our de-
generation, of our death. We’re dying. What about it? 
What’s the answer?” 

“The answer is: these are great and wonderful days in 
which to be alive. I thank God … that I can live in these 
days, because these are days of testing.” Since 1974 the 
testing pressure has increased. 

Sheen explained it was easy to be Christian in the three 
decades before his talk. “The atmosphere was Christian; 
morals were Christian; there was no great problem in 
adapting ourselves to a Christian society. But now, 
when everything is turned around, these are days when 
the masks have got to come off, and we reveal our-
selves just as we really are.” 



 

 

Sheen’s Warning 

He really had ears perked up with his next revelation 
and recommendation. 

“And if there is anything that has to be restored in our 
day, I would say it would be violence. Violence! The 
kingdom of heaven is won by violence. And only the 
violent shall conquer it.” 

He observed how when the Church drops things, the 
world picks them up but twists them in the wrong way. 
For example, mysticism drops, and the young turn to 
drugs. 

“And we drop violence, discipline, commitment to the 
Cross, and the world picks it up. … That’s why there’s no 
stopping the violence of this country. We just have to … 
hire more police guards, build more hospitals for the 
addicts. Why? Because there’s no moral reason on the 
inside why they should stop.” 

Sheen explained, “Our Blessed Lord said I have come to 
bring the sword. Not peace! We are always talking about 
peace, peace, peace! Yes, because that war (World War 
II, Korean War, etc.) happened — but we aren’t making 
war in ourselves — and there’s not going to be any 
peace in the world until we make war. Our Lord said, I 
came not to bring peace, but the sword! He never used 
the word ‘peace’ until after Easter.” 

“The Lord brought a sword. It’s not the sword that’s 
thrust outward against the enemy. It’s a sword that’s 
thrust against ourselves, cutting out the seven 
pallbearers of the soul: pride and covetousness and lust 
and anger, envy, gluttony and sloth. And we’ve given up 
the sword — someone else has taken it up, and we have 
to restore it! Then we’ll get peace! And peace is never 
corporate — it’s never social — until it’s first individual. 

Social peace, world peace, is the extension of individual 
peace in our hearts. When we are right with God, then 
we will be right with our fellow man. When are not right 
with God, then we will be wrong with everyone else.” 

He told everyone to take seriously spending an hour 
before the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament every day “not 
only for our own souls, but for the world, and to 
strengthen our minority.” It’s “violence” to ourselves, 
easily enough understood. 

(See “Sheen’s Warning” on next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cookies and crafts can be delivered to 1201  
Indiana Avenue on Thursday,  
August 12th or Friday, August 13th, or  

brought to the booth on Saturday from  
8 a.m. to 9 a.m.  

Please call Nancy at 815.414.1644 if you  
wish items to be picked up no later than 
Friday, August 13th. 
Thank you so much for your support to  
our summer fundraiser. Please stop by  

the booth and see us! 
Nancy Goble 
President 

The ladies of St. Mary’s Altar Society have some exciting 
news! We will be sponsoring a booth at the Sweet Corn 
Festival on Saturday, August 14th. Homemade cookies 
and crafts will be sold at our booth. If you would like to 
donate a dozen or more cookies, or a handmade craft, 
please contact Nancy at 815-414-
1644 as soon as possible. We 
greatly appreciate your 
contributions for our summer 
fundraiser. Thanks very 
much! 

Nancy Goble 
President 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for THESE forms to submit your Acts of Kindness. 

They will be available online  
and in the vestibule of the church  

very soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are nearing the time for the “Official” kick-off for 
our 1,000 Thousand Acts of Kindness initiative. 

Have you already started? If so, you are building 
greater rewards in heaven. If not, take some time and 
decide who needs your help, and how you can best be 
of service. 

Some simple examples are: 

• Let someone else have the closer parking space 

• Be patient with, and pray for, someone who is strug-
gling or making your life difficult 

• Talk to someone who is lonely, or lend your ear to 
someone who simply needs to talk 

• Visit an elderly neighbor or relative (do they have 
chores to do that you could help with?) 

• Visit the nursing home and share the gift of YOU 
with the residents who rarely get to see anyone 

• Share the bounty from your vegetable garden with 
someone (or a family) that struggles to put food on 
their table 

• Volunteer at PADS, or Abigail Women’s Center, or 
Nightingale's Closet 

People might say there are as many acts of kindness as 
there are people to perform them. But isn’t it even more 
true that there are more acts of kindness than there are 
people, since we can each do many different acts as in-
dividuals. 

There will be forms available to add your acts of kind-
ness to the Big Board, and these will be seen during our 
“Welcome Back” weekend in September, and even be-
yond that weekend. Look for these forms in the vesti-
bule and on the Parishes’ website. 

Sheen’s Warning 

Archbishop Sheen emphasized, “The Lord is keeping 
reserves. He is training us. We’ll make the entry. We’ll 
prepare for a new Church. And he is with us — we just 
simply can’t add rules — only we’ve already won as a 
matter of fact, only the news has not yet leaked out — 
and so it’s violence that has to be restored.” 

Joseph Pronechen is staff writer with the National Catholic 

Register since 2005 and before that a regular correspondent for 

the paper. 

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/archbishop-sheen-s-warning-of-a-crisis-in-christendom 

“I fear that people are wandering too far from the 

Holy Eucharist, that this mystery of love par 

excellence is not sufficiently proclaimed. So souls are 

suffering, becoming more sensual and materialistic 

and inordinately attached to human beings. It is 

because they don’t know how to find their 

consolation and strength in our Lord… Remember 

that when we have put a Eucharistic spark into a 

soul, we have planted a divine seed of life and all 

virtues in its heart.” 

~ St. Peter Julian Eymard (+1868)  



 

 

This is what we mean when we say lead us not into 
temptation. When Jesus resisted the temptations in the 
desert, he, in a sense, reversed or undid the sin of Adam 
and Eve who did not resist their temptation, but suc-
cumbed and brought sin and death into the world. 

We ask our Father to help us by putting up road blocks, 
so to speak, that can redirect us away from the path of 
temptation. Unlike the grace that saved and prevented his 
Virgin Mother from sin, we have to struggle daily against 
all sorts of temptations. It is only through the grace of our 
Father that we are able to resist. You see, we have inherit-
ed a spiritual deficiency, that is called concupiscence, and 
means we have a tendency to sin. 

That is our weakness! This tendency to sin is the begin-
ning of evil for each of us. Just as it is said that fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom, so too it might be said 
that concupiscence is the beginning of evil. At least it 
opens the door…  

When we say that last line of this perfect prayer, we 
are asking our Father to allow us to overcome our tenden-
cy to sin and preserve us for a life with him for all eternity. 
It is for us, an exhibition of that fear of the Lord that is the 
beginning of wisdom. (We should remember that God has 
it all worked out and all we need do is to put all our trust 
in his providence.) 

Evil has been part of creation since the sin of our first 
parents, and that same tempter has never ceased trying to 
lure us into his fallen nature—deeper than our own fallen 
nature. It’s all he can do is to tempt us though, as God 
gave us free will so we can choose the good and reject the 
evil. It all comes back to that reliance on God’s providence. 

Every parent knows the sins their children commit. As 
children, they are not developed to the point of 
sophistication and maturity that would allow them more 
than the sins of the innocent. However, it is the concept of 
the slippery slope in which smaller sins can lead to larger 
ones. We ask our Father to empower us to fight against 
that which leads us away from him. 

Can I get an Amen!? 

no habría pecado. In-
cluso Jesús, después de su bautismo en el Jordán, estuvo 

sujeto a la tentación. La belleza del ejemplo de Jesús es que pu-
do resistir y no sucumbir a la tentación. 

Esto es lo que queremos decir cuando decimos que no 
nos dejes caer en la tentación. Cuando Jesús resistió las tenta-
ciones en el desierto, él, en cierto sentido, revirtió o deshizo el 
pecado de Adán y Eva, quienes no resistieron su tentación, 
sino que sucumbieron y trajeron el pecado y la muerte al 
mundo. 

Le pedimos a nuestro Padre que nos ayude poniendo obs-
táculos, por así decirlo, que puedan desviarnos del camino de 
la tentación. A diferencia de la gracia que salvó y evitó que su 
Virgen Madre pecara, tenemos que luchar a diario contra todo 
tipo de tentaciones. Es solo por la gracia de nuestro Padre 
que podemos resistir. Verá, hemos heredado una deficiencia 
espiritual, que se llama concupiscencia, y significa que tene-
mos una tendencia a pecar. 

¡Esa es nuestra debilidad! Esta tendencia al pecado es el 
comienzo del mal para cada uno de nosotros. Así como se di-
ce que el temor del Señor es el comienzo de la sabiduría, tam-
bién se podría decir que la concupiscencia es el comienzo del 
mal. Al menos abre la puerta … 

Cuando decimos la última línea de esta oración perfecta, 
le estamos pidiendo a nuestro Padre que nos permita superar 
nuestra tendencia a pecar y preservarnos para una vida con él 
por toda la eternidad. Es para nosotros una exhibición de ese 
temor del Señor que es el comienzo de la sabiduría. 
(Debemos recordar que Dios lo tiene todo resuelto y todo lo 
que necesitamos hacer es poner toda nuestra confianza en su 
providencia). 

El mal ha sido parte de la creación desde el pecado de 
nuestros primeros padres, y ese mismo tentador nunca ha 
dejado de intentar atraernos a su naturaleza caída, más pro-
funda que nuestra propia naturaleza caída. Sin embargo, todo 
lo que puede hacer es tentarnos, ya que Dios nos dio libre al-
bedrío para que podamos elegir el bien y rechazar el mal. To-
do vuelve a depender de la providencia de Dios. 

Todo padre conoce los pecados que cometen sus hijos. De 
niños, no se desarrollan hasta el punto de la sofisticación y 
madurez que les permitiría más que los pecados de los 
inocentes. Sin embargo, es el concepto de pendiente resbala-
diza en el que los pecados menores pueden conducir a los 
mayores. Le pedimos a nuestro Padre que nos dé el poder pa-
ra luchar contra aquello que nos aleja de él. 

¿¡Puedo obtener un amén!? 



 

 

Great News! 
If you, or someone you know, is struggling with forming 
a daily prayer routine, look no further, because Hallow is 
here to help! You can add the app to your smart phone 
for free! 

Use this code to access the full platform of all Hallow has 
to offer for a free three-month trial: 
https://hallow.com/share/RPEW5C  
*Note this link works for account creation on a web browser 
only (as opposed to creating an account in the app)* 

**Note this code will not work if someone already is a 
Hallow Plus subscriber or if they already did a free trial of 
Hallow*  

 

 

† From Hope Life Center: 
Rachel is fearful and anxious about her  
decision, stating it's bad timing. We discussed her options, 
and she left undecided. Pray her heart softens!  

† From HLC:  
Praise God! Rita decided to keep her baby! She was 
surprised by the baby's development and the ultrasound 
changed her mind. Thank you for praying for her! 

† Please pray for a 74 year-old man who is struggling to 
recover from transplant surgery (his body rejected the 
organ). 

We have had so many prayer requests from Hope Life 
Center in Ottawa asking for prayers for young women and 
men who are seeking answers helping them know what to 
do about their unexpected pregnancy. The video, through 
this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Orm24xknIc 
may be able to help. Please feel free to view and share. 

*Remember, if you have prayer intentions 
  please call the parish office, or Nancy Kaiser 
  at 815.539.6656 

In addition, sign up for Flocknote to “join our 
prayer chain” and receive immediate prayer 
requests! 

 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Prayer for Vacation 

Loving Father, during this time of rest and relaxa-

tion, please repair in me whatever is weary or bro-

ken, and revive my drooping spirit. Let this vaca-

tion be a graced time of recollection and rejuvena-

tion, of deeper self-awareness and eager self-

giving. May it be an occasion of refreshment and 

reinvigoration—a time to reclaim my friendship 

with Jesus Christ, who is our Lord now and forever. 

Amen. 

Father Peter John Cameron, O.P. 

Our Rosary time is changing!  
When our team for evangelization first 
formed, we began our meetings by 
praying the rosary every Thursday 
at 1:10 p.m., before our 
meetings. 

Beginning this week, on 
Thursday, August 12, please 
feel free to join us in the church 
to pray the Luminous Mysteries 
of the rosary at 1:10 p.m. 

This parish prayer time is open 
to all who desire to join us, or 
take a break in their daily 
routine and offer a few minutes 
of prayer to God. 
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