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HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, AUGUST 15, 2021 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

Sunday, August 15th 
6:30 a.m. +Randy Jackson by Cindy Schiefelbein 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: Special Intention 
  by Ted & Margaret Seed 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Gerald Funfsinn 
    by Juanita Sondgeroth 
10:30 a.m. +Deceased Family and Friends of Holy Cross 
 and Saints Peter & Paul Parishes 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - +Javier Espinoza  
  por María Espinoza 

Monday, August 16th 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Deceased Members of the  
 St. Theresa Parish by Tim & Cindy Cook 
7:00 p.m. +The Vogel Family by Deane & Phyllis Vogel 
Tuesday, August 17th 
7:00 a.m. +Captain Thomas Heitmann  
 by Tom & Mary Heitmann 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Leo Graham  
 by Ted & Jane Zimmerman 
Wednesday, August 18th 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Jim Leonard  
  by William & Pam Stack 
8:00 a.m. +Jean Joerger by John & Pat Sondgeroth 
Thursday, August 19th 
7:00 a.m. +Jane Kuczek by Todd & Nancy Holland 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Leo Graham 
  by Don & Carol McLachlan 
Friday, August 20th 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Marillyn Jeanne O’Neill  
   by Family 
8:00 a.m. +Edward Lauer 
Saturday, August 21st 
4:00 p.m. +Donna Cooper by Al & Sal Bonnell 
5:00 p.m. @St. Theresa: Misa Pro Popula 
Sunday, August 22nd 
6:30 a.m. +Cliff Sondgeroth by Family 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Leo Graham 
  by Candy Graham 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Debra Funfsinn 
    by Peterstown TEC 
10:30 a.m. +Jack & Kathy Phalen by Margy & Chuck Frey 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - +María Díaz, Alfredo Díaz, 
   Teresa Cerda, Luis Alfredo 
   Díaz, & Eric Hernández  
  por Familia 
 

Fr. Pilon’s Masses will continue to be livestreamed via 
the Zoom connection we have been using. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 

Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 
are aware of this new development. The link, ID, and 
Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 
are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email at: 

frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

 

 

 

 

 

As we open up the Church more and return back to normal, we 
would like to start up the Cenacle Chapel and Adoration during 
the week. So, we are asking all those who were signed up pre-
COVID to consider volunteering once again for one hour during 
the week. If you are willing, then I ask you to contact Karen 
Brandner who is coordinating the schedule again. We would like 
to begin our weekly Adoration on Monday, August 2nd. Tenta-
tively our hours would be from 9 am to 10 pm, Monday through 
Friday. The hours may change depending on volunteers. If you 
are a new Adorer but would like to volunteer, please drop a 
note in the collection with your name, phone number, and hour 
for the week. We will update needs as we move forward. 

Also, if you are interested in Serving for Mass, Reading at Mass 
or volunteering as an Usher for Mass, please drop a note in the 
collection with your name, telephone number and Mass time 
preference(s). Please keep in mind that the Mass schedule will 
be revised once the Bishop assigns an assistant here in 
Mendota. Even if you volunteered before, please let us 
know if you wish to continue. 

Thank you and may God continue to bless you all. 
Fr. Peter Pilon  



 

 

 
 
 
 
                       
 
Sun. Aug. 15 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10:00 a.m.  Gerald Funfsinn by Juanita Sondgeroth 
 
Sun. Aug. 22 Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10:00 a.m. Debra Funfsinn by Peterstown TEC 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 
 

Lector 
August 22 Andy Wujek 

 
Fr. Peter Pilon,  

 Pastor 

Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
SUNDAY MASS AT STS. PETER & PAUL: 

Sunday 10:00 a.m.  
 

CONFESSIONS AT STS. PETER & PAUL: 
9:30 a.m. Sunday 

 
STS. PETER AND PAUL PARISH, PETERSTOWN 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 
AUGUST 15TH, 2021 

Collection for August 8, 2021 

Sunday Collection:   $2,301.00 

Sat.    Aug 7 0829 50.00 Karen Stremlau 

Sun.    Aug 8 1760 50.00 McKenna Faber 

Mon.   Aug 9 1527 100.00 James J. Jones 

Tue.   Aug 10 0022 50.00 Tom Pilon 

Wed.   Aug 11 2376 50.00 Kate Hagenbuch 

Thur. Aug 12 0418 50.00 Rick Stevenson 

Fri.   Aug 13 0379 50.00 Bernice C. Spanier 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

The 2021 Daily Dollars are here! 
A chance to win money and help our school! 

Diocesan 25th & 50th  
Wedding Anniversary Celebration.  

If you are celebrating 25 or 50 years 
of marriage in 2021, notify the 

parish office. Each couple will receive 
a personal invitation this summer 
from the Bishop to attend a Mass on 
September 26th at 3:30 p.m. in your 
honor. 

Campaign for 22 Million Rosaries 
Join our Campaign for 22 Million Rosaries for 
Peace in the Family, Nation, and World. Visit the 
website to register how many rosaries you have 
prayed. 
https://www.praytogether.net 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 
Please pray for the following: 

For a 97 year-old lady who is having 
surgery for cancerous lesions on her scalp. 

For an 85 year-old lady who is having 
radiation treatment for a brain tumor. 

You can still contact Nancy Kaiser for any 
of your prayer requests at 815-539-6656. 

In addition, sign up for Flocknote to  
“join our prayer chain” and receive 

immediate requests. 



 

 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 

"It is called the real presence, not in an 
exclusive sense, as though other forms of 

presence were not real, but by reason of its 
excellence. It is the substantial presence by 

which Christ is made present without doubt, 
whole and entire, God and man." 

~ Pope Saint Paul VI 

Please call Karen Brandner to sign up for your Holy Hour. 

Chapel Coordinator, Karen Brandner 
1-815-915-6635 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.    Aug 7 0829 50.00 Karen Stremlau 

Sun.    Aug 8 1760 50.00 McKenna Faber 

Mon.   Aug 9 1527 100.00 James J. Jones 

Tue.   Aug 10 0022 50.00 Tom Pilon 

Wed.   Aug 11 2376 50.00 Kate Hagenbuch 

Thur. Aug 12 0418 50.00 Rick Stevenson 

Fri.   Aug 13 0379 50.00 Bernice C. Spanier 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS!!! 

The 2021 Daily Dollars are here! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  

Lector’s Schedule 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Aug 14 Brian Corrigan 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Aug 15 Rudy Arteaga 

9:00 a.m. Sunday, Aug 15 (PP) Tom Burke 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Aug 15 Nancy Goble 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, August 21 Jennifer Norton 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, August 22 Volunteer 

9:00 a.m. Sunday, August 22 (PP) Andy Wujek 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, August 22 Mary Heitmann 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, August 28 Clare Fischer 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, August 29 ? 

9:00 a.m. Sunday, August 29 (PP) Kevin Cassidy 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, August 29 ? 

If you are interested in getting on the list of Lector’s 
for the weekend Mass schedule, please contact the 

parish office, or briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com 

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Assumption 

Total 
Ss. PETER & PAUL 
AUGUST 8, 2021 

Sunday 
Total 

For the Week of 

08/8/2021 

 
 

$5,230.00 
235.00 
80.00 
82.00 

          65.00 
$5,692.00 

 
 

   $2,301.00 
$2,301.00 

   Give God what is just, not just what is left! 



 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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and just 

recently I 

heard the ac-

count of the two disci-

ples walking the road to 

Emmaus. On this jour-

ney, they encountered 

the risen Lord, without 

knowing it was him. 

During this walk along 

the road Jesus explained 

how their Scriptures 

were written about Him 

and his imminent com-

ing. The following paral-

lels may be similar to 

what he might have told 

them. 

Our Gospel today 

comes from St. Luke and 

is not an account of the As-

sumption of Mary (which is 

not in the Bible), but rather is 

the account of the Visitation 

of Mary to her kinswoman 

Elizabeth. There are five par-

allels that connect the Visita-

tion to the Old Testament 

verses regarding King David’s 

intention of bringing the Ark 

of the Covenant up to Jerusa-

lem. Dr. Brant Pitre provides 

the graphic, showing these 

parallels. 

With Dr. Pitre’s teaching 

planted firmly in my hip 

pocket, I will explain why this 

selection is a good and rele-

vant reading for today’s So-

lemnity. 

As you can see from the 

graphic, the parallels are al-

most startling. If there were  

just one or two “coincidences” that would be one thing; but 

five of them surely points to something more. 

A majority of Scripture scholars are convinced that this is 

purposely done by Luke to allow his first century audience to 

easily recall the Old Testament parallels on their own. This 

parallelism is foundational for our reflection today. 

Our first reading is from the Book of Revelation and is 

about the Ark of God and the Woman in Heaven.  

First, a word about the name of this book. It is called 

Revelation—singular, not Revelations, plural, and is also 

called the Apocalypse. Apocalypse is taken from the Greek and 

means simply, an “unveiling.” Think about that… what is an 

unveiling if not a revealing—or revelation— of something. To 

unveil is to lift the veil that is concealing something. When the 

veil is lifted, then  that thing is revealed. The apocalyptic vision 

that was given to Saint John was an unveiling of mysteries 

hidden from man. The book seems to be steeped in mystery 

and many people think only of that aspect when they think of 

this book. Perhaps one day we should consider this book as a 

topic for deeper study. 

Now, let’s begin our deeper dive into the first reading and 

what St. John meant by relating what he saw. 

The Ark of the Covenant  The Virgin Mary  
1. The glory of the Lord and the cloud 1. The Holy Spirit comes upon Mary  
cover the Tabernacle (containing the Ark) and and the power of the Most High 
“overshadow” (episkiazen) them “overshadows” (episkiasei) her  
(Exodus 40:34-35, cf. v. 3) (Luke 1:35) 
 
2. David “arose and went” to the hill country 2. Mary “arose and went” to the hill  
of Judah to bring up “the ark of God” country of Judah to visit Elizabeth 
(2 Samuel 6:2) (Luke 1:39) 
 
3. David exclaims: 3. Elizabeth exclaims: 
“How can the ark of the Lord “And why is this granted to me,  
come to me?” that the mother of my Lord should  
(2 Samuel 6:9) come to me?” 
 (Luke 1:43) 
 
4. David “leaped” before the Ark 4. John “leapt” in Elizabeth’s womb  
as it was brought at the sound of Mary’s voice and 
in “with shouting” Elizabeth cried “with a loud shout”:  
(2 Samuel 6:15-16) (Luke 1:41-42) 
 
5. The Ark remained in  hill country, 5. Mary remained in hill country, in in the 
house of Obed-Edom, for “three months” Elizabeth’s house, “three months”  
(2 Samuel 6:11) (Luke 1:56) 
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 resided in the Temple for hundreds of 

years, until about the sixth century B.C. It was removed from the 

Temple and hidden by the prophet Jeremiah, fortuitously, be-

fore the Temple was virtually razed by the Babylonians. Jeremi-

ah knew the Babylonians were coming to destroy the Temple, 

so he took the Ark to Mount Nebo. This is the mountain where 

Moses died. He was not allowed to enter the Promised Land and 

so God allowed him to ascend this mountain which overlooks 

the Promised Land, so he could see it before he died. The im-

portant thing here is that the Ark was put in hiding by Jeremiah. 

We’ve already shown the allusion that St. Luke was leading 

to with his very specific language that was meant to recall Da-

vid’s bringing the Ark up to Jerusalem. In 2 Maccabees we can 

learn that the Ark would remain hidden until God revealed his 

mercy and until the glory cloud came down again from heaven. 

The period of 2 Maccabees was less than 200 years B.C. These 

traditions about the hidden Ark of the Covenant were well 

known by the time of Christ. Everyone knew the Ark was no 

longer in the Temple. The Temple was rebuilt after the Babylo-

nian exile, and people knew the Ark was no longer there. Dr. 

Pitre points out that “every Jew knew at the time of Christ that 

one day the Ark would come back. According to Jeremiah’s 

prophecy its location would be revealed. But nobody knew what 

had happened to it, because when Jeremiah puts it in the cave, 

the location of the cave disappears. People can’t find it. They 

don’t know… it [just] miraculously disappears.” 

Based on Jeremiah’s prophecy, there was an expectation 

that one day the location of the Ark would be revealed. Well, 

this is where the unveiling of the first reading comes in, because 

John has been given the vision of the Ark’s location. The Ark is 

no longer earthly, but has gone up to heaven. 

The reading opens with this line: 

God’s temple in heaven was opened,  

and ark of his covenant could be seen in the temple. 

There it is! The ark is in the heavenly temple of God. The 

idea was that the Temple in Jerusalem was a kind of replica or 

a material image of the temple in heaven. In John’s vision, as 

we will see, this Ark is much greater than the Ark that the 

Lord instructed Moses to build. The Ark was kept in the Holy 

of Holies in the Temple in Jerusalem; when John saw the loca-

tion of the Ark in heaven, he saw through the doors of the tem-

ple and all the way into the Holy of Holies. He saw the Ark con- 

tained inside this temple. This ark, however, is not made by 

man. He sees a woman. This is the true ark. The Ark of the Cov-

enant that Moses built contained the ten commandments, a 

golden urn containing manna, and the staff of Aaron, which 

budded. This ark of John’s vision contains the Word made flesh, 

the Bread of Life, and the heavenly High Priest. This is most 

certainly something greater than the ark built by Moses. 

That is connection enough to illustrate a link between to-

day’s readings and the Solemnity of the Assumption. But there 

is more. 

We know that Mary is called the New Eve, and so she is, be-

cause a New Beginning was brought about because of her fiat, 

her “yes.” Mary is also the Queen Mother, and that too is some-

thing that John’s vision illuminates. This woman in his vision is 

clothed with the sun and has the moon under her feet. On her 

head is crown of twelve stars. If you read this page regularly, 

then you will know what the significance is of the number 

twelve. 

Just as Jesus had to ascend so that he could send the Holy 

Spirit as Paraclete, it was also necessary that the true ark 

would be taken body and soul into heaven at the end of her 

earthly life. Mary was prevented from having the stain of origi-

nal sin, and at the end of life that same spotless vessel would 

be prevented from death’s corruption. As the Queen Mother, 

she would need to reside eternally with her Son who is the 

King of kings. Her throne sits to the right of the King’s throne 

(today’s Responsorial Psalm). 

At first blush it would seem that our Gospel reading for to-

day was selected simply because it heavily features the Blessed 

Mother. Now, however, after having considered the deeper 

connections from the first reading and the responsorial psalm 

and contemplating the understanding that first century Chris-

tians would have had, it makes much more sense that this Gos-

pel passage was chosen for the Solemnity of the Assumption of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

In the second reading, Saint Paul writes to the Christians in 

Corinth, and is driving home the point that Jesus is the new Ad-

am. He has undone the sin that Adam and Eve brought into the 

world when they succumbed to the temptation of the serpent. 

As Eve came from the side of Adam, so too the new Eve would 

give birth to the new Adam through her womb. Eve accompa-

nied Adam into sin, and the new Adam prevented the new Eve 

from the stain of that sin. Just as Adam was first, the new Adam 

would be a new first, in today’s terminology we might say the 

new Adam was a reboot of the old… 



 

 

Click on: Catholic Education > School Openings > Teacher  
Application Packet 

Heroic Faith 

Saint Bernard of Clairvaux 

Often called the “Last of the Fathers,” Bernard was born near 

Dijon, France. He joined the Cistercians and at twenty-four 

was sent to the “Valley of Wormwood,” where he led his fellow  

monks in clearing the land to found Clairvaux,  

the “Valley of Light,” one of the great medi- 

eval monasteries. Bernard was an austere  

reformer, a tireless preacher, and an affect- 

ionate correspondent. He never left a  

letter unanswered. In his celebrated  

exchange with Peter Abelard, Bernard  

counseled against the hubris of  

the intellect, insisting that theo- 

logy must be rooted in Scripture  

and fed with prayer. “The reason  

for loving God is God himself,” he  

wrote. “The measure is to love him  

beyond measure.”  

Bernard died in 1153. 

His Memorial is August 20th. 

 

Zoom web address:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 
Password 811195 
Sun: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 9:00 a.m. Mass @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

 10:30 a.m. Mass 

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

Mon: 7:00 p.m. Mass  

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

Wed: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

Fri: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 11:30 a.m. Mass @ OSF St. Paul 

Sat: 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 5:00 p.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 



 

 

 

 

Why should we adore God? 
† Why should we adore God? 
Every person who understands that he is God's creature will 
humbly recognize the Almighty and adore him. Christian 
adoration, however, sees not only the greatness, omnipotence, 
and holiness of God. It also kneels before the divine Love that 
became man in Jesus Christ. Someone who really adores God 
kneels down before him or prostrates himself on the ground. 
This gives expression to the truth about the relation between 
man and God: He is great and we are little. At the same time, 
man is never greater than when he freely and devoutly kneels 
down before God. The unbeliever who is seeking God and is 
beginning to pray can find God in this way.

† Why should we petition God? (Part I) 
God, who knows us through and through, knows what we 
need. Nevertheless, God wants us to ask, to turn to him in 
times of need, to cry out, implore, lament, call upon him, 
indeed, even to struggle with him in prayer. Certainly God 
does not need our petitions in order to help us. It is for our 
own sake that we are supposed to offer prayers of petition. 
Someone who does not ask and does not want to ask shuts 
himself up in himself. Only a person who asks opens himself 
and turns to the Author of all good. Someone who asks goes 
back home to God. Thus the prayer of petition brings man 
into the right relationship to God, who respects our freedom. 
(YOUCAT questions 485-486) 

Dig Deeper: CCC section (2644-2651) and other 
references here. 

 

 

 

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; …”  

Are you discerning a vocation to proclaim the great-

ness of the Lord as a priest or consecrated religious? 

Call Fr. Chase Hilgenbrinck at (309) 671-1550,  

or email: fr_hilgenbrinck@cddop.org  



 

 

5 Reasons Catholics  

should watch ‘Shtisel’ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Robsdottir - published on 08/11/21  

The popular Israeli TV show (now streaming on Netflix) 

that's entertaining and inspirational. 

S htisel, the multi-season television series based on the “love, 

loss and doldrums of daily life” of an ultra-Orthodox Haredi 

Jewish family living in Jerusalem, is being lauded by 

scholars and critics alike as more than just good TV. 

“Not since Fiddler on the Roof has there been such multiethnic, 

multireligious fascination about a story centering on pious Jews,” 

reports Jeffrey Salkin in his Martini Judaism section at Religion 

News Service, who shares his reflections on why the show’s 

writing is a demonstration of “great literature.” 

With rumors of a fourth season and even an American spin-off in 

the works, I’ve been rewatching seasons 1–3 with my teenage 

sons, ages 15 and 17, in order to discuss with them the religious, 

social and moral issues the show brings to light — which brings 

me to my Top Reason #1 Catholics should watch Shtisel: 

1. There’s beautiful romance, but no embarrassing bedroom 

scenes. While the show is not for young kids, you can easily 

enjoy it with your teens, Grandma or even your Sunday 

school teacher sitting next to you! 

2. The prayers — I’m stealing them all … 

3. An intact religious community is portrayed in an 

inspirational way. 

4. Sacred life events are treated with great reverence. 

5. Women’s roles — there are several great examples of 

ingenious female characters who handle the demands of 

the modern world without forfeiting their faith. 

You can read the full article here (it’s very interesting!):  

5 Reasons Catholics should watch 'Shtisel' (aleteia.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope you are able to 
spend some time 
enjoying the festivities at 
the Sweet Corn Festival. 
Some might say the city 
does this in celebration of Father Pilon’s birthday. Not 
true! The festival precedes Father Pilon’s time in 
Mendota. However, he is celebrating a birthday this 
weekend (Friday, actually). So be sure to wish him a 
happy birthday when you see him this weekend! 

Today (Saturday), is the ideal day to go to the Festival, 
as the ladies of Saint Mary’s Altar Society have put 
together a booth with crafts and baked goods for sale. 
Stop by and chat and pick up something nice as a gift 
for someone, or just treat yourself. It’s all good! 

And Just a Reminder…  

There is a funeral for Janet Denk on Saturday morning, 
and the regularly scheduled Masses and Confession 
times. However, with the Sweet Corn Festival going on 
this weekend, the church will be locked so we don’t 
have to contend with people making it a place to sit and 
eat. 

The ladies of St. Mary’s Altar Society have some exciting 
news! We will be sponsoring a booth at the Sweet Corn 
Festival on Saturday, August 14th. Homemade cookies 
and crafts will be sold at our booth. If you would like to 
donate a dozen or more cookies, or a handmade craft, 
please contact Nancy at 815-414-
1644 as soon as possible. We 
greatly appreciate your 
contributions for our summer 
fundraiser. Thanks very 
much! 

Nancy Goble 
President 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for THESE forms to submit your Acts of Kindness. 

They will be available online  
and in the vestibule of the church  

very soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the weekend we kick-off our 1,000 
Acts of Kindness! 

Have you already started? If so, you are building 
greater rewards in heaven. If not, take some time and 
decide who needs your help, and how you can best be 
of service. 

Some simple examples are: 

• Let someone else have the closer parking space 

• Be patient with, and pray for, someone who is strug-
gling or making your life difficult 

• Talk to someone who is lonely, or lend your ear to 
someone who simply needs to talk 

• Visit an elderly neighbor or relative (do they have 
chores to do that you could help with?) 

• Visit the nursing home and share the gift of YOU 
with the residents who rarely get to see anyone 

• Share the bounty from your vegetable garden with 
someone (or a family) that struggles to put food on 
their table 

• Volunteer at PADS, or Abigail Women’s Center, or 
Nightingale's Closet 

People might say there are as many acts of kindness as 
there are people to perform them. But isn’t it even more 
true that there are more acts of kindness than there are 
people, since we can each do many different acts as in-
dividuals. 

There will be forms available to add your acts of kind-
ness to the Big Board, and these will be seen during our 
“Welcome Back” weekend in September, and even be-
yond that weekend. Look for these forms in the vesti-
bule and on the Parishes’ website. 

“Kindness is beautiful, whether it is the 

thoughtfulness of a random act of 

kindness or the heroic kindness that 

involves great personal sacrifice. Examine 

the most devastating and disgusting 

moments in history and you will find 

heroic kindness.” 

~Matthew Kelly 



 

 

As we began this series, it was stated that the Mass 
is comprised of two main liturgies which also in them-
selves contain different rites. The Rite of Peace begins with 
this beautiful prayer: 

This recalls the peace of Christ, offered at the Last Sup-
per: “Peace I leave you, my peace I give you” (Jn 14:27). The 
peace Christ offers is so much more than that which comes 
with worldly or material security, e.g., when we are blessed 
with good health, or wealth, or when things are going ex-
ceedingly well with our family and friends. All of these 
blessings can disappear in the blink of an eye. 

The peace Jesus offers comes from the relationship he 
shares with the Father and the Holy Spirit, and subse-
quently, the relationship we share with him. When we have 
a really good relationship with Christ, we can experience 
his peace even when all around is turmoil. It is this peace 
that we offer each other at this point in the Mass. It is, in 
essence, to love our neighbor as Christ loves us. It is an ac-
knowledgment that Christ, whom we receive in the Sacra-
ment is already present, and we should see him in our 
neighbor; we should express through the Sign of Peace our 
desire that any wrongs committed against us be forgiven, 
and the peace of Christ be visited upon all people. 

In the Breaking of the Bread, the presider takes the 
large host and breaks it into smaller parts. Fr. Tobin points 
out St. Paul’s explanation of this action: “The bread that we 
break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Be-
cause the load of bread is one, we, though many, are one 
body, for all partake of the loaf” (1 Corinthians 10:16-17). 
One of the things I have been learning about my faith over 
these past couple of decades is about my bias that the 
faith should be practiced as I practice it. That falls short of 
the mark. There are a variety of ways we can practice the 
faith, and because we have all been blessed with a variety 
of gifts, that translates to a spectacular multifaceted way of 
sharing and practicing our faith. 

como base de información para esta parte de la Misa. 

Cuando comenzamos esta serie, se dijo que la Misa se 
compone de dos liturgias principales que también contienen 
en sí mismas diferentes ritos. El Rito de la Paz comienza con 
esta hermosa oración: 

Señor Jesucristo, que dijo a tus apóstoles: 

'La paz te dejo, mi paz te doy' 

No mires nuestros pecados, sino la fe de tu Iglesia, 

Y gentilmente concédele paz y unidad 

De acuerdo con tu voluntad. 

Esto recuerda la paz de Cristo, ofrecida en la Última Ce-
na: “La paz os dejo, mi paz os doy” (Jn 14, 27). La paz que 
ofrece Cristo es mucho más que la que viene con la seguri-
dad material o mundana, por ejemplo, cuando somos ben-
decidos con buena salud o riqueza, o cuando las cosas van 
muy bien con nuestra familia y amigos. Todas estas bendi-
ciones pueden desaparecer en un abrir y cerrar de ojos. 

La paz que ofrece Jesús proviene de la relación que com-
parte con el Padre y el Espíritu Santo y, posteriormente, la 
relación que compartimos con él. Cuando tenemos una rela-
ción realmente buena con Cristo, podemos experimentar su 
paz incluso cuando todo está alborotado. Es esta paz la que 
nos ofrecemos unos a otros en este momento de la Misa. Es, 
en esencia, amar a nuestro prójimo como Cristo nos ama. Es 
un reconocimiento de que Cristo, a quien recibimos en el Sa-
cramento, ya está presente, y debemos verlo en nuestro pró-
jimo; Debemos expresar a través de la Señal de la Paz nues-
tro deseo de que se perdonen todos los agravios cometidos 
contra nosotros, y que la paz de Cristo sea visitada sobre to-
das las personas. 

En la Partición del Pan, el celebrante toma la hostia gran-
de y la parte en partes más pequeñas. P. Tobin señala la ex-
plicación de San Pablo de esta acción: “El pan que partimos, 
¿no es una participación en el cuerpo de Cristo? Porque la 
carga de pan es una, aunque somos muchos, somos un solo 
cuerpo, porque todos participamos del pan” (1 Corintios 10: 
16-17). Una de las cosas que he estado aprendiendo acerca 
de mi fe durante estas últimas dos décadas es sobre mi pre-
juicio de que la fe debe practicarse mientras la practico. Eso 
no alcanza la marca. Hay una variedad de formas en que po-
demos practicar la fe, y debido a que todos hemos sido ben-
decidos con una variedad de dones, eso se traduce en una 
manera espectacular de compartir y practicar nuestra fe con 
múltiples facetas. 



 

 

Great News! 
If you, or someone you know, is struggling with forming 
a daily prayer routine, look no further, because Hallow is 
here to help! You can add the app to your smart phone 
for free! 

Use this code to access the full platform of all Hallow has 
to offer for a free three-month trial: 
https://hallow.com/share/RPEW5C  
*Note: this link works for account creation on a web 
browser only (as opposed to creating an account in the app)* 

**Note: this code will not work if someone already is a 
Hallow Plus subscriber or if they already did a free trial of 
Hallow*  

 

 

† From Hope Life Center: 
Ashley came back and shared that she and the father of 
the baby have decided that an abortion is what makes 
sense for them. Please pray for wisdom and truth!   

† From HLC:  
Stephanie came in to talk about her pregnancy options. 
After learning the risks of abortion, she decided to 
continue the pregnancy. Praise the Lord! 

† Please pray for an 85 year-old lady having radiation 
treatment for a brain tumor.  

† Please pray for a 97 year-old lady who is having surgery 
for cancerous lesions on her scalp. 

We have had so many prayer requests from Hope Life 
Center in Ottawa asking for prayers for young women and 
men who are seeking answers helping them know what to 
do about their unexpected pregnancy. The video, through 
this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Orm24xknIc 
may be able to help. Please feel free to view and share. 

*Remember, if you have prayer intentions 
  please call the parish office, or Nancy Kaiser 
  at 815.539.6656 

In addition, sign up for Flocknote to “join our 
prayer chain” and receive immediate prayer 
requests! 

 

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  

Prayer for Vacation 

Loving Father, during this time of rest and relaxa-

tion, please repair in me whatever is weary or bro-

ken, and revive my drooping spirit. Let this vaca-

tion be a graced time of recollection and rejuvena-

tion, of deeper self-awareness and eager self-

giving. May it be an occasion of refreshment and 

reinvigoration—a time to reclaim my friendship 

with Jesus Christ, who is our Lord now and forever. 

Amen. 

Father Peter John Cameron, O.P. 

Our Rosary time is changing!  
When our team for evangelization first 
formed, we began our meetings by pray-
ing the rosary every Thursday at 
1:10 p.m., before our meetings. 
We are going back to that 
time, effective immediately. 

Please feel free to join us in 
the church to pray the 
Luminous Mysteries of the 
rosary at 1:10 p.m. 

This parish prayer time is open 
to all who desire to join us, or 
take a break in their daily 
routine and offer a few minutes 
of prayer to God. 

We’ll be back at it  

next week! 

Enjoy the festival! 



 

 

 

 
ternal Rest grant unto them,  

O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May these souls, and 

all the souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, Rest in Peace.

† Wayne 
Ackerman 
† Cora Antonacci 

† Hank Antosiak 
† Mrs. Robert Beals 

† Brad Bradford 
† Cynthia Sue Burkart 
† Michael Burkart 
† Mrs. Marjorie Carroll 
† Jerry Cassidy 
† Charles Cherry 
† Donna Cooper 
† Enedina Correa 
† Kevin Corrigan 
† Eva Jean Cunefare 
† Evangelina De La Torre 
† Eleanora Dinges 
† Edward Donovan 
† Dorothy Elston 
† Rodolfo Escatel 
† Salvador Escatel 
† Luz Espinoza 
† Betty Fitzgerald 
† James Fronek 
† Maria Adela Gomez Garcia 
† Sandra Gordon 
† Della Hamburg 
† Angela Happ 
† Ashley Heiting 
† Joseph W. Hendricks Jr. 

† Kenneth Henkel 

† James H. Hessenberger 

† Roger Hill 

† Janet Jewell 

† Dennis J. Jones 
† Sister Mary Dominic 

Joerger 
† Marilyn King 
† Dr. Robert Krenz 
† Florence Kuebel 
† Ken Kurth 
† Ron Kurth 
† Lorraine Lang 
† Mary Lange 
† Gene Leffelman 
† Dean Lewis 
† Donna Linder 
† Donna Lindauer 
† Alan Novak 
† Tim Pakenham 
† Brad Phalen 
† Francis M. Rapp 
† Ron Rebholz 
† Jim Regan 
† Francisco Rodriguez 
† Brother Marion Daniel Sanchez 
† Ricardo Sarabia 
† Arlene C. Schmidt 
† Lynn Schmidt 

† Janet P. Schmidt 
† Theresa Marie Schmitto 
† Joel F. Schroeder 
† Nancy Schrader 
† Jerry Shannon 
† Barbara Sondgeroth 
† Bob & Mary Sondgeroth 
† Clifford Sondgeroth 
† Geraldine Sondgeroth 
† Kathleen Sondgeroth 
† Marjorie Sondgeroth 
† Kenneth Sondgeroth 
† Monsignor Richard 

Soseman 
† Judith Stiel 
† Louise Stremlau 
† Tim Sullivan 
† Rufino Tovar 
† Ron Vaessen 
† Larry E. Wujek 
† Mary Catherine Wujek 
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We hope you are able to 
spend some time 
enjoying the festivities at 
the Sweet Corn Festival. 
Some might say the city 
does this in celebration of Father Pilon’s birthday. Not 
true! The festival precedes Father Pilon’s time in 
Mendota. However, he is celebrating a birthday this 
weekend (Friday, actually). So be sure to wish him a 
happy birthday when you see him this weekend! 

Today (Saturday), is the ideal day to go to the Festival, 
as the ladies of Saint Mary’s Altar Society have put 
together a booth with crafts and baked goods for sale. 
Stop by and chat and pick up something nice as a gift 
for someone, or just treat yourself. It’s all good! 

And Just a Reminder…  

There is a funeral for Janet Denk on Saturday morning, 
and the regularly scheduled Masses and Confession 
times. However, with the Sweet Corn Festival going on 
this weekend, the church will be locked so we don’t 
have to contend with people making it a place to sit and 
eat. 

The ladies of St. Mary’s Altar Society have some 
exciting news! We will be sponsoring a booth at the 
Sweet Corn Festival on Saturday, August 14th. 
Homemade cookies and crafts will be sold at our 
booth. If you would like to donate a dozen or more 
cookies, or a handmade craft, please 
contact Nancy at 815-
414-1644 as soon as 
possible. We greatly 
appreciate your 
contributions for 
our summer 
fundraiser. 
Thanks very 
much! 

Nancy Goble 
President 
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