
 

 

 

Holy Cross Church 
Catholic Diocese of Peoria 

1010 Jefferson Street † Mendota, Il 61342 

Phone 815.538.6151 † Fax 815.539.5014 

Priesthood Sunday 
Priesthood Sunday is a special day set aside to honor Catholic priesthood in the United States. It is a 
day to reflect upon and affirm the central role of the priesthood in the life of the Church. This year, 
Priesthood Sunday is celebrated on September 26th. 

Our Pastor, 
Father Peter A. Pilon 
Born in Silver Spring, Maryland on August 13, 1965. Ordained on May 
27, 2000. Parochial Vicar at Holy Cross in Mendota and Sts. Peter & 
Paul in Peterstown (2000). Chaplain of Marquette High School in 
Ottawa (2003). Parochial Vicar of St. Mary in Ottawa while remaining 
chaplain at Marquette High School (2003). Hispanic Ministry in 
Streator while remaining chaplain of Marquette High School with 
residence at St. Stephen in Streator (2004). Pastor of St. Patrick in 
Wapella and chaplain of Central Catholic High School in Bloomington 
(2010). Pastor of Holy Cross in Mendota, Sts. Peter & Paul in 
Peterstown, and St. Theresa in Earlville (2016); Pastor Holy Cross, 
Mendota and Sts. Peter and Paul, Peterstown 2017. 

“Do this in memory of me…” 
Our Parochial Vicar, 

Father Jeff Windy 
Born in LaSalle in 1970. Ordained 1996 parochial vicar Holy Trinity and 
St. Patrick’s, Bloomington (2013); Parochial vicar St. Columba, St. Patrick, 
and St. Francis of Assisi parishes in Ottawa 2017. 

Leave of Absence, 2018 

Parochial Vicar Holy Cross in Mendota; St. Theresa in Earlville; Sts. Peter 
and Paul in Peterstown; 8/4/2021 

As we celebrate a “Welcome Back!” this weekend, please let our 

priests know of your appreciation for their “Yes!” to the Lord 

when He called them to be His priests. 



 

 

Pastor 
Fr. Peter A. Pilon 

Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Jeff Windy 

Pastoral Work 
Deacon Ray Fischer 
Deacon Jose Lopez 
Deacon Hector Diaz 

Music Director 
Roy VanOpdorp 

Director of Religious Education 
Brian R. Corrigan 

Business Manager 
Lorraine Walter 

Administrative Assistant 
Mary Lou Flahive 

Ready, Set, Grow Extended Care 
Julie Winner  -  815-538-7604 
Offers Day Care for 3 years old to 12 years old. 

Learning Lambs Pre-School 
815-539-7003 
3 year old and 4 year old sessions 

1008 Jefferson St. Mendota, IL 61342 
815-539-7003 

Principal  -  Mike Struna 

Mass Schedule 
Please check inside cover for all Mass times. 

Confessions 
Wednesday - 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Thursday - 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday - 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday - 30 minutes prior to 6:30 a.m. Mass 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Adoration Chapel 
Monday through Friday Extended Adoration  
from 9 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
(Closed on funeral days and holidays) 

Baptism 
Pre-baptismal instruction is required. Call the office for infor-
mation and scheduling a date. 

Weddings 
Before any other wedding arrangements are made, please con-
tact the parish priest 6 - 8 months in advance. 

Homebound and Hospital Visits 
Please call the office during times of illness and visits will be 
arranged. 

Cemetery Lots Purchase 
Please call Steve Schmitt 815-538-5276 

To help all persons live out and understand the relevance and 
priority of Jesus Christ and His Gospel in the Catholic faith.  

1010 Jefferson Street  •  Mendota IL 61342 
 Phone 815-538-6151  •  Fax 815-539-5014 



 

 

A Story of a Priest 

One priest’s vocation story: ‘I held on to God because I loved him’ 

My name is Andrew and I am a priest for the Diocese of Paterson, New Jersey. Now I could tell you that 
I’ve always wanted to be a priest, but that is not true. 

I could tell you that I’ve always had a deep personal relationship with God, but that is not true. And I 
could tell you that my decision to enter this vocation was peaceful and beautiful, but that is most 

definitely not true. 

I’m not special. I am not impressively holy or pious. My vocation journey was not 
magical. My path was not obvious. Maybe this is ringing bells for some of you. 

After high school, I wanted to serve. I joined the Marines. I did really well there and 
was selected to be a presidential guard for two presidents. 

After that I went back to school for mathematics where I met my wife Barbara on the 
first day of my first class. I did really well in school. I was awarded a medal for 
academic excellence from the governor of New Jersey. 

After that I got a job at Princeton University and did well there, eventually running their 
advanced physics lab. I was then offered a job by the Defense Intelligence Agency to 
do … what I did for them, and did really well there. Then the FBI took interest and I did 
what I did for them and did really well there. 

Notice I am not mentioning God in any of this. 

Then the Department of Energy took interest and Barbara and I moved to Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory and did what I did for them really well. But then on Dec. 26, 2011, 
Barbara and I went to sleep and I woke up. We still don’t know what happened. I got 
guesses from the coroner. 

After that nothing mattered. The house, the cars, the job, friends, family … they all seemed pointless. All 
that was left was my horrible, stunted relationship with God. And that relationship devolved into me just 
being incredibly angry at him. 

So I connected with my military intelligence brothers and went back to Afghanistan to basically get 
myself killed. But while there I began to talk to a priest. He wasn’t manipulative. He just asked me 
questions. “Why are you holding on to God if you are so mad at him?” 

After what seemed like an eternity of these types of questions, I began to realize that our relationship 
with God is the only thing that matters, that I held on to God because I loved him. It was only when I lost 
everything, when I emptied my heart, that I realized this. 

This is what it took for me to notice my relationship with him and I would not wish this for anyone else. 

We are all called to give ourselves to God, whether we admit it or not. We all do this in a way that is 
unique to us. 

For some it is through giving ourselves to another in marriage. For others it is through living a single life 
that frees us up to work on ourselves and our personal relationship with God. 

For still others, it is through a priestly or religious life where we share ourselves with all of God’s children 
and guide them into relationship with him through our words and actions. 

Our vocation stories are varied and personal, but the underlying truth to all vocation stories is that they 
are what should lead us to a relationship to him. 

If they do not, we are not living out the vocation that God has planned for us. We are denying the 
purpose God has for us. It took a traumatic event in my life for me to understand this. It is my prayer 

Father Andrew Dutko, a 
priest for the Diocese of 
Paterson, New Jersey, is 

chaplain and theology 
teacher at DePaul Catholic 
High School in Wayne, N.J.  

(CNS photo/courtesy 
Father Dutko)  



 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2021 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

Sunday, September 26th 
6:30 a.m. +In Loving Memory of Charles Edw. Brown IV 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Leo Graham by Family 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Jerry Cassidy  
 by Daryl & Becky Sondgeroth 
10:00 a.m.  (Note Special Time) +Steve Schroeder &  
 +Joel Schroeder by Brenda Schroeder 
12:00 p.m. Bilingual Mass with Coadjutor Bishop Louis Tylka 
 Por Familia Angulo 

Monday, September 27th 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: Roger Urban  
 by the Joe Cantlin Family 
7:00 p.m. +James Hessenberger by Tim & Lori McConville 
Tuesday, September 28th 
7:00 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Leo & 

Julia Sondgeroth Family by Paul & Yvonne 
Sondgeroth 

8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Georgia Kelm  
 by Konitzer Family 

Wednesday, September 29th 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +LeRoy Fender by Mary Corel 
8:00 a.m. +Jean Joerger by Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Heitmann 
12—1 p.m. Confessions 
Thursday, September 30th 
7:00 a.m. +Patricia Whitmore by Jerry Whitmore 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Bryant Family by Fr. Jeff  
5—6 p.m. Confessions 
Friday, October 1st 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Bill Becker Family by Fr. Jeff   
8:15 a.m. (School Mass) +Aloysius Heitmann  
    by Tom & Mary Heitmann 
11:30 a.m. Mass at OSF St. Paul—Special Intention 
Saturday, October 2nd 
8:00 a.m. (First Saturday) +Kevin Corrigan  
  by Mike & Annette Bonnell 
4:00 p.m. +Robert Doran by Family; Ruth McConville by 
   Tim & Lori McConville 
5:00 p.m. @St. Theresa: Georgia Kelm  
  by Mike & Debbie Kent 
Sunday, October 3rd 
6:30 a.m. +Clifford Sondgeroth by Family 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: Collin Reeder and all serving 
 in the military by Dick & Mary McConville 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Ken Sondgeroth 
   by Sandy Phalen 
10:00 a.m. +Thomas Heitmann by Tom & Mary Heitmann 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - +Nicolas Salinas,  
  descanso eterno por familia 

Fr. Pilon’s Masses will continue to be livestreamed via 
the Zoom connection we have been using. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 

Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 
are aware of this new development. The link, ID, and 
Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 
are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email at: 

frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

Peterstown TEC ~ Exciting News! 
We have exciting news to share! 

On Sunday, October 3rd, we 

would like to host a Mass and 

gathering for all of our TECites to 

come together in prayer and 

fellowship after such a long  

hiatus. 

 An outdoor Mass will be offered t Peterstown at 2 p.m., 

wrapping up at 5 p.m. There will be time for sharing and 

visiting and a light meal. As we look to bring TEC back to our 

community’s youth, please consider coming to reignite that 

fire we feel inside, and to share our love for Jesus and the TEC 

Program. We play a vital role in drawing our youth to Christ, 

and we are excited for the work to begin again. We need your 

help. Please invite other TECites and come to Peterstown 

October 3rd. 

If you plan on coming, please email Phil Grant at: 
philip.a.grant85@gmail.com 

Let him know so we can plan our food order.  

Thank you and God Bless, 

Peterstown TEC 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sun. Sept. 26 Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 a.m. +Jerry Cassidy  
 by Daryl & Becky Sondgeroth 

Sun. Oct. 3 Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 a.m. +Ken Sondgeroth by Sandy Phalen 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 
 

Lector 
Oct. 3 Pam Schmidt 

 
Fr. Peter Pilon,  

 Pastor 

Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
SUNDAY MASS AT STS. PETER & PAUL: 

Sunday 10:00 a.m.  
 

CONFESSIONS AT STS. PETER & PAUL: 
9:30 a.m. Sunday 

 
STS. PETER AND PAUL PARISH, PETERSTOWN 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 
SEPTEMBER 26 , 2021 

Collection for September 19th, 2021 

Sunday Collection:   $1,088.00 
Farm:      $500.00 

TOTAL:   $1,588.00 

Sat.  Sept. 18 2334 50.00 Katie Henkel 

Sun.  Sept. 19 0131 50.00 Morgan Ficek 

Mon. Sept. 20 2821 100.00 Norbert Weber 

Tue.  Sept. 21 3026 50.00 Jamie Bullock 

Wed. Sept. 22 1282 50.00 Edward & Crystal Kelly 

Thur. Sept. 23 1188 50.00 Herb & Sue Buchanan 

Fri.   Sept. 24 3327 50.00 Dave Malach 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

The 2021 Daily Dollars are here! 
A chance to win money and help our school! 

Prayer to Saint Vincent de Paul 
St. Vincent, patron of all charitable associations and father of 

those who are in misery, come to our assistance. 

Obtain from Our Lord, help for the poor, relief 

for the infirm, consolation for the afflicted, 

protection for the abandoned, a spirit of 

generosity for the rich, grace of conversion 

for sinners, zeal for priests, peace for the 

Church, tranquility and order for all 

nations, and salvation for them all. 

May we be united in the life to come, by 

your intercession, and experience joy, 

gladness, and everlasting happiness. 

Amen. 

What if they are the true dwelling of the 

holy, these fleeting temples we make 

together when we say, “Here, have my 

seat,” or “Go ahead—you first.” 

 —Danusha Laméris, Poet 

PARISH FARM ENVELOPE 

Just a reminder that this envelope is for the expenses 
associated with the Peterstown farm. Farmers from Ss. 
Peter & Paul give of their time and equipment to farm the 
farm. This donation helps cover expenses like seed, fertilizer 
and insurance. Proceeds from the farm go toward tuition at 
Holy Cross School for Peterstown families. Please help to 
support the parish farm and in turn support the catholic 
education of our children. 



 

 

ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

SEPTEMBER 26TH, 2021 
 

 
Fr. Peter Pilon, 

Pastor 
 

Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
Masses at St Theresa 
Saturday:  5:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am 
 Weekday Masses 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday :  8:00 
am 

Wednesday & Friday:  7:00 am 
 

Confessions:  4:00 to 4:45 on Saturday 

Mass Intentions 
 

Sun. Sept. 26 

8:00 a.m. +Leo Graham by the Family of Leo Graham 

Mon. Sept. 27 

8:00 a.m. Roger Urban by the Joe Cantlin Family 

Tues. Sept. 28 

8:00 a.m. Georgia Kelm by Konitzer Family 

Wed. Sept. 29 

7:00 a.m. + LeRoy Fender by Mary Corel 

Thur. Sept. 30 

8:00 a.m. +Bryant Family by Fr. Jeff 

Fri. Oct. 1 

7:00 a.m. Bill Becker Family by Fr. Jeff 

Sat. Oct. 2 

5:00 p.m. Georgia Kelm by Mike & Debbie Kent 

Sun. Oct. 3 

8:00 a.m. +Collin Reeder, and all serving in the military 
   by Dick & Mary McConville 

Lector & Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion Schedule 

Saturday, September 25th Sunday, September 26th 
Lector: Mary Corel  Lector: Paula Wold 
EMHC: Joe Straika EMHC: Mary Sons 

"Brat Nite" is October 9th 
from 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Don’t forget to purchase your tickets for “Brat 

Night,” October 9th. Our last dinner was very 
successful and we want to make this one even 

bigger. Delicious brats, tasty German potato 

salad, Bavarian kraut, and dessert are on the 

menu. Tickets for adults are $10, Kid’s meals are 

$5.00, and will include a hot dog, chips and fruit 

cup. We hope to see you there! 

Collection for September 19th 

Envelopes: 
Loose Cash: 
Air Conditioner: 

Total: 
 

Cemetery: 

$811.00 
165.00 

         1,000.00 
$1,976.00 

 
$56.00 

Starting Friday, October 1st, there will be 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on the First 

Friday of the Month, following Mass until 6 p.m. 
Sign up in back of the church. 

Update on the Air Conditioning Project as of September 19. The two units for the church have been installed 
and paid for. We have collected $6,500 through donations and repair funds. There was a carry over $2,200 
from the Window Project. This leaves us with approximately $10,000 to be raised to pay for the kitchen and 
downstairs Hall units. We appreciate any donations. 

Thank you to those who have already donated! 



 

 

Iglesia de la Santa Cruz 

Diócesis Católica de Peoria 
1010 Jefferson Street 
Mendota, Il. 61342 

Tel. 815 538-6151 Fax: 815 539-5014 
  

Párroco: Padre Pedro Pilon     Diáconos: José López y Héctor Díaz 
26 de septiembre 2021 

Vigésimo sexto domingo del tiempo ordinario 

 
 

Pastor Fr Peter Pilón 
Vicario parroquial Fr Jeff Windy 
Diáconos: Ray Fisher 
José López, Héctor Diaz. 
 

Bautismos, Bodas, o Quinceañeras 
Llamar a la Oficina 
Bodas antes de hacer preparaciones para una boda  
Llame a la oficina 6 a 8 meses antes de la boda 
Obligado a estar en casa si necesita que le llevemos 
la comunio n porque este enfermo por favor llame a la 
oficina 

Grupos de Oración:  
+Renovacio n Carisma tica: jueves a las 6- 8 pm 

Confesiones  
Sa bado – 7 am - 7:40 am   3 pm—3:45 pm 
Domingo 30 minutos antes de la santa Misa 

Para Vocaciones 
 

Si le gustaría ser lector en la misa de los 
domingos 
Llame al Diacono Héctor Diaz 
O mándele un recado. hdiaz1234@yahoo.com 

Ministros de Comunión 
Lectores 
09/26 Leti Angulo 
10/03 Rau l Diaz 
10/10 Jose  Mandujano 
10/17 Ramona Escatel 
 

Intenciones 
Domingo 09/26:  12 p.m. Familia Angulo 

 10/03:  12 p.m. Nicola s Salinas 

 10/10:  12 p.m. Sabino y Labrada Mandujano 

El Santísimo Sacramento Esta Expuesto Todos Los 
Días De La Semana, de 9 a.m. -10 pm 
Au n hay espacio si quiere tomar una hora  
 

Hay una lista donde se expone el Santísimo 
Sacramento. Si desea tomarse una hora, ponga su 
nombre en la lista y llame a Karen Brandner para 
que lo agreguen al programa. 815.915.6635 
 

¡No se permite la adoración del Santísimo 

Sacramento los domingos hasta nuevo aviso! 

No olvides la celebración de este Domingo 26 de 

septiembre. Misa bilingüe con nuestro obispo. 

Horario de las misas 

Domingo: 6:30 a.m. Holy Cross. /8am Earlville/ 

9am Ss. Peter and Paul. /10:30 a.m. Holy Cross/(ingle s) 

12p.m (español) 

 

Lunes: 8 a.m. Earlville 7 p.m. Holy Cross 

Martes: 7 a.m., Holy Cross/ 8am Earlville 8 a.m.  

Miércoles 7 a.m. Earlville/ 8 am Holy Cross 

Jueves 7 a.m. Holy Cross / 8 a.m. Earlville 

Viernes 7 a.m. Earlville /8 a.m.  Holy Cross 

Sábado 4pm Holy Cross / 5pm Earlville 

Si has hecho algo malo, ya sea grande o 
pequeño, ¡vuelve corriendo a Dios! 

~ San Josemaría Escrivá 



 

 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  Sept. 18 2334 50.00 Katie Henkel 

Sun.  Sept. 19 0131 50.00 Morgan Ficek 

Mon. Sept. 20 2821 100.00 Norbert Weber 

Tue.  Sept. 21 3026 50.00 Jamie Bullock 

Wed. Sept. 22 1282 50.00 Edward & Crystal 

Thur. Sept. 23 1188 50.00 Herb & Sue 

Fri.   Sept. 24 3327 50.00 Dave Malach 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 

"I have no taste for the food that perishes nor 
for the pleasures of this life. I want the Bread of 
God which is the Flesh of Christ, who was the 
seed of David; and for drink I desire His Blood 

which is love that cannot be destroyed." 

~ Saint Ignatius of Antioch,  
Letter to the Romans 

Please call Karen Brandner, Chapel Coordinator  
at 815.915.6635 

to sign up for your Holy Hour. 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS!!! 

The 2021 Daily Dollars are here! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Lector’s Schedule 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 25 N. Goble 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Sept 26 R. Arteaga 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Sept 26 C. Fischer 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 2 T. Leffelman 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 3 R. Arteaga 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 3 M. Heitmann 

If you would like to be a Lector for our weekend 
Masses, please contact the parish office, or email 

briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com 

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Air Conditioning 

Total 

For the Week of 

09/19/2021 

 
 

$4,421.00 
155.00 
47.00 
30.00 

       740.00 
$5,393.00 

   Give God what is just, not just what is left! 

Beginning Saturday, October 2nd, 
we will start having a Saturday 

morning Mass at 8:00 a.m. 
This will be only on the First 

Saturday of the Month. 



 

 

reading are also a vivid reference to the corruption of death, 

and the eternal torment of being where God is not. 

I really like to ask people, whether in a CCD setting, or 

RCIA setting, or even in casual conversation, to imagine heav-

en and describe it to me. Then I talk about love; the kind of 

love we are called to live as evidence of our commitment to 

Christ, the kind of love that actually seeks the good of the 

other. With younger students it may be a simple reflection of 

the love of mom or dad, or grandma, grandpa, or perhaps 

even an older sibling. 

As we age, our intellects grow with us and we can experi-

ence a different kind of love, a more mature expression of 

this same love we may have known as children. The point is 

to consider the most deeply felt, richly experienced sense of 

love, that one love that stands above all others in our lives. 

We get a sense of peace and contented satisfaction from 

knowing this kind of love. 

 (CCC 1034-1035) 

Then I ask them to consider that as good and as rich and 

as deep and selfless as that great love that they know is, it is 

less than a shadow of the love that God has for us. The next 

step is to consider what hell will be like. 

The descriptions are full of images of fire and torture. And 

to be sure, that is part of it. But the greater part of it is the re-

alization that every soul in hell is totally selfish. There is ab-

solutely no love in existence in hell. Every soul is concerned 

only with their own state of eternal torment and torture. And 

as our Catechism of the Catholic Church points out, even that 

is not the greatest punishment of hell. That dim and tar-

nished crown goes to the fact that the absence of the pres-

ence of God is the worst part of the eternal fires of hell. 

There is much more that could be said about today’s read-

ings, but it’s good for us to periodically consider the reality of 

hell, and the consequences of our decisions that did not take 

into account the will of God for us first. 

We were made, each and every one of us, to be saints in 

heaven in the presence of God for all eternity. But the perfect 

and divine love that is God allows us the free will to choose 

for ourselves. And in our fallen nature, we often choose 

wrongly. 

“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross        September 26, 2021         by Brian Corrigan 

In fact, 

Jesus talks more about hell and sin in the Gospels 

than all of the rest of the New Testament writings 

combined. His words today are very stern and serious. Let’s 

break it down and look more deeply into the Gospel passage for 

today. 

In our world today, hell is often viewed as a superstition, 

a remnant of religious belief from medieval times. Obviously, 

today’s Gospel totally obliterates that idea. Jesus speaks very 

plainly about the existence of hell. It is worth noting that the 

name he gives is the Aramaic “Gehenna.” 

Gehenna was a real geographic place that the first centu-

ry disciples knew well. It was a valley south of Jerusalem 

where people took all of their refuse, their garbage and even 

their human waste. It was always on fire because that is how 

they disposed of all their waste. Now, to go just a bit further, 

we can know where the name came from. In the seventh 

Chapter of the Prophet Jeremiah, we can read about the 

abominations that were committed in the Valley of Ben-

Hinnom. Chiefly among these abominations was the child 

sacrifice whereby babies were fed to the fire for the pagan 

god Moloch to consume. This is referred to as “Topheth.” 

Because of the abominations committed there, the Valley 

of Ben-hinnom became infamous as a place of damnation, 

which makes it an excellent real-life metaphor for the place 

of “unquenchable fire,” and where the “worm does not die.” 

These last comments by Jesus at the conclusion of today’s 



 

 

 

HCS will have an athletics &  
activities float for the MHS Homecoming Parade 
this year! Grades 5—7 will walk the parade route 
in front of, or beside the float throughout the 
parade route. If your child would like to 
participate, please meet in the parking lot by the 
Mendota Swimming Pool by 3:45 p.m. You will 
pick your child up from there at the end of the 
parade. If your child would like to throw candy 
along the parade route, please send individually 
wrapped candies with your child to the parade. 
We would like the students to be wearing HCS 
Spirit Wear, or MHS colors, if possible. Any 
questions should be directed to Laura Doyle or 
Jamie Beetz. 

Part-Time Position at  
Ready, Set, Grow Day Care 

If interested, please contact  
Mrs. Julie Winner at 815-538-7604 

Pray 

for 
Vocations 

“Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets...” 

All Catholics share the prophetic ministry off  the 

Lord through baptism. Is He calling you to bear 

witness to His truth as a priest or in the consecrated 

life? Call Fr. Chase Hilgenbrinck at (309) 671-1550, 

or email: fr_hilgenbrinck@cdop.org 

 

Zoom web address:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 
Password 811195 
Sun: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 9:00 a.m. Mass @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

 10:30 a.m. Mass (Note Special Mass Time   

 On September 26th) 

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

Mon: 7:00 p.m. Mass  

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

Wed: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

Fri: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass (8:15 when school is in session) 

 11:30 a.m. Mass @ OSF St. Paul 

Sat: 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 4:00 p.m. Confession @ St. Theresa 
 5:00 p.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 



 

 

  positive experience reported by the families. Again, these 

meetings will be only once-a-month so attendance is 
critical. Even though the topics will be made available 

subsequent to the meetings, it is imperative that parents 
are in attendance to ensure a thorough understanding of 

the topic. 
 Regarding Sacramental preparation, the program will 

work as follows: Students who need to prepare for First 
Reconciliation and First Communion will have the same 

instruction as last year. 
Mrs. Correa and Mr. Schuhler will present weekly video 

sessions that families can access according to their own 
individual schedules. They must do the assigned work 

within that week, so the teachers can be certain that all 
students “are on the same page.” Once registration has been 

completed, the information will be passed on to either 
teacher and they will then make contact with the family in 

order to introduce themselves, and the parents can be 
familiar with their child’s catechist. 

For Confirmation preparation the model will be similar 
to that of the Families Forming Disciples model in that, we 

will have monthly meetings with the Confirmation students 
to discuss what matters most for their sacramental prep. 

There will be minimal use of videos; the goal is for the 
students to take ownership of their faith in preparation for 

the Sacrament of Confirmation, and the topics and 

questions that are on their minds at this time will also be 
discussed. 

The question was asked at our first meeting whether 
children should be brought to these monthly meetings. It 

would be most beneficial for the parents only to attend at 
this time, so the lesson topic can be disseminated without 

distraction or interruption. 
If any parent or student has a specific question, please 

contact Mr. Corrigan at briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com, or 
call the Parish Office at 815.538.6151 in the afternoons 

between the hours of 1:30 and 4:00 p.m. Our goal is to 
equip every parent and family with everything they need to 

help them transmit the faith to their children. 

 

CCD Information 

Update 

We had a fair turnout of parents/families for our first 
meeting of Families Forming Disciples. The main thrust of 

the program is such that parents are now going to be 

equipped and enabled to properly teach their children of 
the beauty and truth of Catholicism. 

I’m sure there will be more parents who want to get on 
board with the religious education program for this year. 

Please register online at mendotacatholic.org. The tuition is 
only $125 per family, which is less than in years past. You 

can pay at the parish office, or if you would like to pay by 
credit or debit card, you can call Mrs. Thomas at the Holy 

Cross School office and give her your information. 
As there are only nine monthly meetings for the parents, 

anyone who has not registered by the next family meeting 
on October 17, you will not be able to participate this year. 

Missing two out of nine meetings is simply too many. 
We are working on a way to access the monthly topic 

and any associated materials on our website. Until such 
time as we are able to do that, all families who have 

registered will receive a follow-up message from our 
Flocknote communication tool with the information 

included. 
Other parishes in the area have utilized similar family 

catechetical models with very good results, and an equally 



 

 

 
 I. Inquiry 

Anyone interested may participate without committing to 
the Reception of Sacraments in the Catholic Church. 

This journey in which people grow in faith and 
understanding is called The Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults. The RCIA is the process for those seeking full 
communion into the Catholic Church. 

II. Church Teaching 

As part of the journey, we study areas including Sacred 

Scripture from the Old and New Testaments, the life of 
Christ, the Sacraments of our Church, the Teachings about 

Mary and the Saints, Church History, and Christian 
Morality, as well as a great overview of Salvation History, 

and why it all matters for our daily life. We learn the biblical 
basis of the practices and rituals of the Catholic Church. 

Each session consists of teaching, prayer, and time for 
questions and answers. 

III. Spiritual Formation 

During Lent, especially, Sunday Mass involves Rites 

designed to strengthen our understanding of a new life in 
the Catholic Church. 

Our schedule is designed to culminate with the Sacraments 
of Initiation celebrated at the Easter Vigil, in a wondrously 

beautiful ceremony. 

This is an opportunity to take your faith to a deeper level, 
and ponder those questions that elevate the soul to consider 

the Divine in creation. 

An interview with the Director of Religious Education is 
necessary before determining whether one is eligible to 

receive the sacraments of the Church. 

Contact the parish office at 815.538.6151. 

Do you know someone who wants to become 

Catholic? Do you want to know more about 

what the Catholic Church teaches? Then join us! 

Instruction for the Rite will begin on 
September 28, 2021 

What is RCIA? 
RCIA assists those seeking full Communion into the Church 
by providing a process in which people grow in understand-
ing and faith. 

LEARN MORE 

There is an opportunity for adults who want to understand 

and learn more about their Catholic faith. Teaching begins 
on Tuesday, September 28, at 6:30 p.m. in the Ss. Peter & 
Paul Parish Hall. 

The process is comprised of several components that mark 

positive steps toward full Communion into the Roman 
Catholic Church. There are different aspects of formation in 

the process. They are: 

I. Inquiry 

II. Church Teaching 
III. Spiritual Formation 



 

 

 

 

Can you pray anywhere? 
† Can you pray anywhere? 
Yes, you can pray anywhere. Nevertheless a Catholic will always 
look also for those places where God "dwells" in a special way. 
Above all these are Catholic churches, where our Lord is present in 
the tabernacle under the appearance of bread. It is very important 
for us to pray everywhere: in school, on the subway, during a 
party, in the midst of our friends. The whole world has to be 
drenched with blessings. But it is also important for us to visit 
sacred places, where God waits for us, so to speak, so that we can 
rest in his presence, be strengthened, replenished, and sent forth by 
him. A genuine Christian is never just sightseeing when he visits a 
church. He lingers a moment in silence, adores God, and renews 
his friendship and love for him.

† When should a person pray? 
From the earliest times Christians have prayed at least in the 
morning, at meals, and in the evening. Someone who does not 
pray regularly will soon not pray at all. Anyone who loves another 
person and all day long never gives that person a sign of his love 
does not really love him. So it is with God, too. Anyone who truly 
seeks him will keep sending him signals of his longing for his 
company and friendship. Get up in the morning and give the day 
to God, asking for his blessing and to "be there" in all your 
meetings and needs. Thank him, especially at mealtimes. At the 
end of the day, place everything into his hands, ask him for 
forgiveness, and pray for peace for yourself and others. A great day 
full of signs of life that reach God. 
(YOUCAT questions 498-499)  

Dig Deeper: CCC section (2696-2698) and other references 
here. 

In today's culture, we're constantly bombarded with the 
secular notion of love and intimacy, instead of the kind of 
love that God intended for 
his children. In this 
Lighthouse Talk, Dr. Edward 
Sri explains how Pope St. 
John Paul II's teachings of 
the Theology of the Body 
can help us prepare for 
marriage, by showing us 
how to live as selfless, 
authentic men and women. 

Available on Formed! 
Men, Women, and the 
Mystery of Love by Dr. 
Edward Sri - FORMED 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for THESE forms to submit your  
Acts of Kindness  

in the vestibule of the church! 

  

What Acts of Kindness have you done for your 

family? Or your friends? Or your neighbor? 

Let us know... Share the good news!  

You can easily add your Act of Kindness 

through our webpage at: mendotacatholic.org 

† Weekly visits with a lonely lady. Rosaries said for sick 

and elderly. Sewing quilts for special kids for Christmas. 

Masses --- 

† Reached out to a person having a difficult time in their 

life. 

† While waiting for my $5 Chalupa Cravings Box in the 

Taco Bell drive-thru line, I let a truck driver who was on 

foot go ahead of me. 

† Helped a farmer whose horse was running down Hwy 

251. 

† Paid for service man’s drinks and snacks at a truck stop 

† Stopped at a wayside park on the way back from Peoria 

and picked up trash. 

† Donated my time for a family in need. 

† Me invitaron a la barbacoa de un amigo. Después de 

comer, lavé los platos. 

† I was invited to a friend's barbecue. After eating, I 

washed the dishes. 

† I volunteered my time to the Knights of Columbus, 

selling sweet corn. The charity the Knights provide to 

our community makes me proud to be a member and 

willing to donate as much time as I can. 

These are just some of the Acts of Kindness that have 

been done by parishioners. Every Act brings the Kingdom 

of God closer to the giver and the recipient. 

Please extend a helping hand to any family, friend, or 

stranger who is in obvious need. Pray and Act, and be 

prudent in your actions. 

We have recorded 439 Acts of Kindness to date (as of the 

publication of this bulletin). We’re almost halfway there, so 

let’s keep moving forward by bringing Acts of Kindness into 

our daily lives and enriching the lives of others! 



 

 

Great News! 
If you, or someone you know, is struggling with forming 
a daily prayer routine, look no further, because Hallow is 
here to help! You can add the app to your smart phone 
for free! 

Use this code to access the full platform of all Hallow has 
to offer for a free three-month trial: 
https://hallow.com/share/RPEW5C  
*Note: this link works for account creation on a web 
browser only (as opposed to creating an account in the app)* 

**Note: this code will not work if someone already is a 
Hallow Plus subscriber or if they already did a free trial of 
Hallow*  

“If you've done something wrong, big or small, 

run back to God!” 

~ St. Josemaría Escriva 

 

 

 

 

 

† From Hope Life Center:  
Pray! Alyssa has an abortion scheduled but wants to come 
in for another ultrasound first. Pray for peace for her and 
the father and the courage to choose life. 

† From HLC: 
Danielle is planning to abort but wants to come back 
before doing so. She is experiencing a lot of uncertainty in 
her life and was open to hearing the gospel! 

*Remember, if you have prayer intentions 
  please call the parish office, or Nancy Kaiser 
  at 815.539.6656 

In addition, sign up for Flocknote to “join our 

prayer chain” and receive immediate prayer 

requests! 

§ Two Additional Prayer Needs and Opportunities § 
40 Days for Life in Peoria. Help save lives right here in our 
diocese. This great prayer vigil began on Sept. 22 and runs 
through October 31. Get more information on the next page. 

Come to the corners  
of Rte. 251 & 34 and  
join in the Life Chain  

on Sunday,  
October 3rd  
from 1 to 2 p.m. 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

In-Person Grief Groups 
The grief groups will be held at two OSF Hospitals: 

OSF Saint Elizabeth Medical Center, in Ottawa, IL, from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. the first and third Tuesday of every month. 

OSF Saint Paul Medical Center in Mendota, IL, from 4:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. the second and fourth Thursday of every month. 

We will continue to maintain a safe 6’ distance and 
masks will be required to enter the hospital. 

Anyone is allowed to come to any or all meetings they would 
like to. 

If you have questions, contact Kathy Steinz, OSF HealthCare, 
Bereavement Coordinator/Grief Group Support,  
(815) 343-5891 

Our Evangelization team is on the move! 
Our meetings have gone from Thursday 
afternoons to Tuesday evenings to 
(now) Tuesday afternoons. We pray 
the rosary in community before 
our meetings and any/all 
parishioners are welcome to join 
in! 

Please feel free to join us in the 
church to pray the Sorrowful 
Mysteries of the rosary at 3:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday afternoons in the 
church. 



 

 



 

 

  
OSF Medical Group - Family Medicine 
1405 E 12th St. | Suite 600 1404 Washington Street 
Mendota, IL | (815) 538-7200 Mendota, IL | (815) 538-1825 

  

Luke Dempsey  

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2021 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

Prayer to Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, the Archangels 

Feast Day: September 29th 

Heavenly King, You have given us archangels to assist us during our pilgrimage on earth.  

Saint Michael is our protector; I ask him to come to my aid, fight for all my loved ones,  

and protect us from danger. 

Saint Gabriel is a messenger of the Good News; I ask him to help me clearly hear Your voice and to teach me 

the truth. 

Saint Raphael is the healing angel; I ask him to take my need for healing  

and that of everyone I know, lift it up to Your throne of grace  

and deliver us back to the gift of recovery. 

Help us, O Lord, to realize more fully the reality of archangels and their desire to serve us. 

Holy angels, pray for us. Amen. 



 

 

Wasmer Funeral Home 

2112 W. Main Street 

Mendota, IL 61342 
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