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Sunday, January 2nd The Epiphany of the Lord 
6:30 a.m. +Catherine Taylor  
 by Mr. & Mrs. Richard Schwemlein 

8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Bob Rave by Helen Rave 

9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Living & Deceased Members  
 of Leo P. Schmidt Family by Steve & Karen Stremlau 
10:30 a.m. +Patricia Whitmore by Jerry Whitmore 
 & Rose Fox by Tim & Lori McConville 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - Parishioners 
Monday, January 3rd The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Viola Klein by Wilma Stillwell 
7:00 p.m. +Jane Kuczek by Allen & Jackie Emm 
Tuesday, January 4th Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
7:00 a.m. +Robert & Oneida Doran by Roger & Kathy Weitzel 

8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Gerald Tuftie by Tim & Cindy Cook 

11:30 a.m. Mass at OSF St. Paul 
Wednesday, January 5th St. John Neumann 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Linda Cantlin  
 by Martin & Kay Graham 
8:00 a.m. +Kevin Corrigan by Brian & Deb Corrigan 
12 p.m.—1 p.m. — Confessions 
Thursday, January 6th St. André Bessette 
7:00 a.m. +Ken Kurth by Mark & Tammy Henkel 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Raymond Michel  
 by Ted & Jane Zimmerman 
5 p.m.—6 p.m. — Confessions 
Friday, January 7th St. Raymond of Peñafort 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Roger Urban  
 by John & Kathy Cantlin 
8:15 a.m. +Irene Sondgeroth by Jeff & Julie Winner 
Saturday, January 8th  
2:30 p.m. Confessions 
4:00 p.m. +Pohar Family by Gene & Mary Brunner 
5:00 p.m. @St. Theresa: Gerald Cook by Wilma Stillwell 
Sunday, January 9th The Baptism of the Lord 
6:30 a.m. +Clifford Sondgeroth by Family 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Linda Cantlin  
 by Ms. Barbara Cantlin 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Special Intention  
 of the Kuczek Family 
10:30 a.m. +Parishioners 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - +Sabino Mandujano y  
 Librada Mandujano por Familia 

Fr. Pilon’s Masses will continue to be livestreamed via 
the Zoom connection we have been using. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 
Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 
are aware of this new development. The link, ID, and 
Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 
are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

Lector’s Schedule 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 8 T. Leffelman 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 9 R. Arteaga 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 9 G. Krenz 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 15 J. Norton 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, January 16 B. Corrigan 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 16 N. Goble 

If you would like to be a Lector for our weekend Masses, 
please contact the parish office, or email: 

briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com or mlflahive53@comcast.net 



$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

 

 Gerald Funfsinn by Mary Beth Hawkins 

 Living & Deceased Members of the Leo P.  
 Schmidt Family by Steve & Karen Stremlau 

 Special Intentions of the Kuczek Family 

 

 Volunteer 
 Peter Schmidt 

 Penny Vercimak 

2021 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL  

Thanks to all who have made a pledge to the 
Annual Diocesan Appeal. Currently, at Ss. Peter & 
Paul we have pledges of $10,021.00 toward our 
goal of $13,108.00. We have received pledge cards 
from 36 parishioners. 

A gift to the ADA, no matter how great or small can 
go a long way. A pledge of $10 or $20 a month can 
add up. Even a one-time gift is helpful. To those 
who have contributed, we are most grateful. If you 
have not yet made a gift to the ADA, we invite you 
to do so today. Every dollar raised to make our goal 
supports important diocesan services and every 
dollar raised over our goal will be kept in the parish. 

Sat.  Dec.  25 3310 1000.0 Steve & Brenda 

Sun. Dec.  26 1369 50.00 Katherine J. Funfsinn 

Mon. Dec.  27 2833 100.00 Ben Burnette 

Tue.  Dec.  28 0753 50.00 Nika Rose 

Wed. Dec.  29 3015 50.00 Doug Safranek 

Thur. Dec.  30 0369 50.00 Leonard Sondgeroth 

Fri.   Dec.  31 1398 50.00 Payton Gehm 

The 2022 Daily Dollars are here! 
~ A great gift-giving idea ~ 

A chance to win money and help our school! 

 

Collection for December 26th, 2021 

Sunday Collection:    $1,866.00 
Christmas Collection:           1,993.00 

Farm Collection:                300.00 
Total:      $4,159.00 



ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

JANUARY 2, 2022 

Fr. Peter Pilon, 
Pastor 

 
Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
Masses at St Theresa 
Saturday:  5:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am 
 Weekday Masses 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday :  8:00 am 
Wednesday & Friday:  7:00 am 

Confessions:  4:00 to 4:45 on Saturday 

New Year’s Resolution 
This year, when you make your New Year’s resolutions 

why not make one of them for our Lord? On January 7th 

we will begin Holy Hours on each first Friday of the 

month. The Hours will be from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., 

with Benediction following. Our Lord watches over us 

24/7. It is time we repay Him with prayer and adoration. 

Please sign up in the vestibule, won’t you? 

Sun. Jan. 2 Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00 a.m. +Bob Rave by Helen Rave 
Mon. Jan. 3 The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
8:00 a.m. +Viola Klein by Wilma Stillwell 
Tues. Jan. 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
8:00 a.m. +Gerald Tuftie by Tim & Cindy Cook 
Wed. Jan. 5 St. John Neumann 
8:00 a.m. +Linda Cantlin by Martin & Kay Graham 
Thur. Jan. 6 St. André Bessette 
8:00 a.m. +Raymond Michel  
 by Ted & Jane Zimmerman 
Fri. Jan. 7 St. Raymond of Peñafort 
7:00 a.m. +Roger Urban by John and Kathy Cantlin 
Sat. Jan. 8 Christmas Weekday 
5:00 p.m. +Gerald Cook by Wilma Stillwell 
Sun. Jan. 9 Baptism of the Lord 
8:00 a.m. +Linda Cantlin by Ms. Barbara Cantlin 

Lector & Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion Schedule 

Saturday, January 8th  Sunday, January 9th 
Lector:       Lector:  
EMHC:            EMHC:  

Collection for December 26th 

2021 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 

Thanks to all who have made a pledge to the 
Annual Diocesan Appeal. Currently, at St. Theresa 
we have pledges of $17,045.00 toward our goal of 
$17,822.00.  We have received pledge cards from 
41 parishioners. 

A gift to the ADA, no matter how great or small can 
go a long way. A pledge of $10 or $20 a month can 
add up. Even a one-time gift is helpful. To those 
who have contributed, we are most grateful. If you 
have not yet made a gift to the ADA, we invite you 
to do so today. Every dollar raised to make our goal 
supports important diocesan services and every 
dollar raised over our goal will be kept in the parish. 

Sunday Collection: 
Christmas: 

Candles: 
Repairs: 

Solemnity of Mary: 
Food Pantry: 

Total: 

 

$1,537.00 
1,792.00 

85.00 
45.00 
10.00 

       25.00 
$3,494.00 

 



Iglesia de la Santa Cruz 

Diócesis Católica de Peoria 
1010 Jefferson Street 
Mendota, Il. 61342 

Tel. 815 538-6151 Fax: 815 539-5014 

Párroco: Padre Pedro Pilon  Diáconos: José López y Héctor Díaz 
2 de Enero 2022 

La Epifanía del Señor  

Lectores 
01/02 Trine Arteaga 

01/09 Jesú s Dí az 

01/16 Raú l Dí az 

Intenciones 
01/02:  12 p.m. Feligreses 

01/09:  12 p.m. Sabino y Librada Mandújano 

01/16:  Jose Barajas 

El Santísimo Sacramento Esta Expuesto Todos Los Días 
De La Semana, de 9 a.m. -10 pm 

Aú n hay espacio si qúiere tomar úna hora 

Hay úna lista donde se expone el Santí simo Sacramento. Si 
desea tomarse úna hora, ponga sú nombre en la lista y 
llame a Karen Brandner para qúe lo agregúen al programa. 
815.915.6635.

Horario de las misas 

Domingo: 6:30 a.m. Holy Cross. /8am Earlville/ 

9am Ss. Peter and Paúl. /10:30 a.m. Holy Cross/(ingle s) 

12 p.m. (español) 

 

Lunes: 8 a.m. Earlville 7 p.m. Holy Cross 

Martes: 7 a.m. Holy Cross/ 8 a.m. Earlville 8 a.m.  

Miércoles 7 a.m. Earlville/ 8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Bautismos, Bodas, o Quinceañeras 
Llamar a la Oficina 

Bodas antes de hacer preparaciones para úna boda  
Llame a la oficina 6 a 8 meses antes de la boda 

Obligado a estar en casa si necesita qúe le llevemos 
la comúnio n porqúe este enfermo por favor llame a la 
oficina 

Grupos de Oración:  
+Renovacio n Carisma tica: júeves a las 6- 8 pm 

Confesiones  
Sa bado – 2:30 pm—3:45 pm 

Si le gustaría ser lector en la misa de los domingos 
Llame al Diacono Héctor Diaz 
O mándele un recado. hdiaz1234@yahoo.com 



$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  Dec.  25 3310 1000.00 
Steve & Brenda 
Barkman 

Sun. Dec.  26 1369 50.00 Katherine J. Funfsinn 

Mon. Dec.  27 2833 100.00 Ben Burnette 

Tue.  Dec.  28 0753 50.00 Nika Rose 

Wed. Dec.  29 3015 50.00 Doug Safranek 

Thur. Dec.  30 0369 50.00 Leonard Sondgeroth 

Fri.   Dec.  31 1398 50.00 Payton Gehm 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS!!! 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Flowers 
Immaculate Conception 
Retired Religious 
Christmas 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Total 

For the 
Week of 

12/26/21 

 
 

$4,425.00 
147.00 
368.00 
62.00 
87.00 
15.00 
35.00 

8,469.00 
           10.00 
$13,618.00 

   Give God what is just, not just what is left! 

 
 
 
 

 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

S. J. Dullard, DVM ABVP 

1205 6th Ave. 

Mendota, IL 61342 

815-539-3844 

www.ancarevet.com 



“Like”         ús on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross        Janúary 1, 2022          by Brian Corrigan 

about an ancient legend of which I have heard from my ear-
liest memories. This legend is so old that I’m not really sure 
if it’s real and whether or not I should put any credence in it. 
But now, there is an angel and he is speaking in a language 
that sounds strange and yet is understood at the deepest 
point in the core of my being. Somehow I know the legend is 
real. And since this legend is now confirmed in my heart, I 
know it’s real, and so I understand; it isn’t a legend at all, but 
is a prophecy. 

Part of the prophecy I’ve heard of concerns a human 
who is a virgin somehow spontaneously becoming preg-
nant and then giving birth. Crazy, right? It was, but it has 
now taken a turn into the realm of true mystery. How can 
this be?! The angel tells me there has been a miraculous 
virgin birth and the child who is born is in fact the Son of 
God, the Creator of the world and everything I can see and 
know—and apparently some things I can’t see. 

To wrap up this odd and mysterious message, the angel 
is joined with countless others and they sing in this other-
worldly chant that is more beautiful than any instrument 
or music I have ever heard before. It’s almost too much to 
take. 

I have a couple of friends who are with me, and they 
have witnessed this too. They also share my apprehension 
about what I’ve seen and heard, but this is just too exciting 
to stand there in a stunned state of wonder, so we pick up 
and go to see this child the angel told us about. 

We find exactly what the angel said we would find, a 
child snuggled warmly in his swaddling wrap and is lying in 
a manger. A MANGER! That’s what the animals are sup-
posed to eat from. It’s certainly not a crib. In any event, 
there is a very strange peace that is with the parents of 
this child, especially with his mother. She almost seems to 
have some sort of weird glow about her. My friends and I 
tell her what the angel told us, and she just quietly and 
meekly smiles. Her husband just looks on with his eyes 
wide open and a sense of certitude on his countenance. I 
can see he is at peace, and the words of the heavenly choir 
drift back to me… Glory to God in the highest and peace to 
men of good will. 

The passage preceding today’s 
Gospel tells of the angelic visit to the shepherds who 

were out in the fields with their flocks. 
 The account is from Luke’s Gospel and is included in 
the report of the birth of Jesus. Let’s take a brief look at 
what the angel told those shepherds: 

Now there were shepherds in that region living in the 
fields and keeping the night watch over their flocks. The 
angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were struck with great 
fear. The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, 
I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. For today in the city of David a savior has been 
born for you who is Messiah and Lord. And this will be a 
sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was a 
multitude of the heavenly hos with the angel, praising God 
and saying: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
 There are a few things worth pointing out and 
considering in this passage. We see first, that it is night, 
and when the angel appeared to them there was 
something very scary and unusual about the angels 
appearance—not that an angelic appearance could ever 
really be “usual.” But there was something about this 
appearance that struck the shepherds there with “great 
fear.” What did they see? The only information we have is 
that “the glory of the Lord shone around them.” 
 Here, I would like to delve into the practice of Lectio 
Divina once again; read through the passage slowly and 
what word or phrase seems to stand out to you? For me, it 
is that idea of being struck with great fear because of 
some heavenly apparition that might verge on being too 
much for my senses to take in and process. I imagine 
myself out in some pasture, or some open area, when a 
great light and voice come and speak to me a prophecy 



“Like”         ús on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross        Janúary 2, 2022          by Brian Corrigan 

The caravan would have certainly included more than the 
few magi; there would have been an entourage, as the magi, 
in addition to being scholars themselves, may also have 
been teachers and would have quite possibly had at least 
some of their students with them on this journey. 

I can see in my mind’s eye a fair crowd of onlookers as the 
magi presented their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
This three-fold gift is a foreshadowing of the Christ-child as 
King (gold), Priest (frankincense), and Prophet (myrrh). 
These gifts were prophetic in themselves, as we can look at 
the ministry of Jesus and see his priestly, prophetic, and 
kingly ministry of service and love being plainly worked 
throughout Judea, Galilee, Samaria and the rest of the Holy 
Lands in which our Lord taught, preached, healed and 
performed miracles. He was ultimately tried for two 
reasons—the leaders of the Jewish Temple wanted him tried 
for blasphemy, while the secular leaders of the Roman 
world wanted him tried because He was said to be the 
Sovereign King of the world. Or at least that’s what they 
feared He was. 

While there probably wasn’t quite the crowd as Sequiera 
saw it, it was very likely more than just the three—that 
number of three is never given in the Scriptures indicating 
the number of men, it is inferred because there were three 
gifts—and the Holy Family. All in Jerusalem were troubled by 
the visit of the magi in search of the newborn king. It’s likely 
that at least some of them would have run ahead of the 
caravan to see if there was anything to this prophetic birth. 

Magi is plural for magus, which is indicative of magician. 
Not the kind of magician we think of today, but a member of 
the Persian learned and priestly class. Wise men still seek 
him today. 

, but “all 
of Jerusalem” was with Herod in this great and 
troubling bewilderment about the news of this so-

called newborn king. 
 Just imagine the scene… Magi (not kings) who are travel-
ing from the East, mysteriously being guided by a “star,” in 
order to find a king who has been prophesied, and these 
men believe the star they are following is the sign that ful-
fills and virtually sets the prophecy in the stone of what is 
really real. 
 Imagine that the trouble of mind shared by Herod and 
all Jerusalem translated its way to these magi and their 
caravan. We don’t have to work very hard to image the 
consternation of the magi, because verse 12 shows us that 
they were warned in a dream to not return to Herod. Their 
worries surrounding Herod were certainly justified. 
 News traveled much differently two thousand years ago 
than it does today. They didn’t have the instant posting of 
social media to push the news (and rumors that are part 
and parcel of the same media machine). The caravan be-
ing driven by the magi would have generated no small 
amount of interest among the locals. Runners from Jerusa-
lem could have certainly moved faster than the caravan 
and spread the news. 
 In any event, there would have been no keeping a lid on 
the secret, mysterious, virgin birth of a newborn king. When I 
look at the picture above of The Adoration of the Magi (1828) 
by Portuguese artist Domingos Sequiera, I imagine a much 
larger scene than is usually depicted in art surrounding the 
feast of Epiphany and adoration of the magi. 



 

Zoom web address: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 9:00 a.m. Mass @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

 10:30 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 7:00 p.m. Mass  

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

Wed: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

Fri: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass (8:15 when school is in session) 

 11:30 a.m. Mass @ OSF St. Paul 

Sat: 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 4:00 p.m. Confession @ St. Theresa 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Save the Date! 

On January 8th, 2022, there will be a 

Pro-Life event in support of all life from 

conception until natural death. Fr. Tom Otto 

and Saint Patrick Church in LaSalle will 

once again host this event. 

Starting at 10:00 a.m., there will be a 

Mass; the Beads for Life rosary and Divine 

Mercy Chaplet will be recited; and 

representatives of the Hope Life Center in 

Ottawa will give an overview of information 

about their services and the program they 

use to help women in doubt because of 

crisis or unexpected pregnancy. 

 Is there scientific evidence for 

the star of  Bethlehem? 

Q: Is there any scientific evidence for the star mentioned 
in the Gospel, which gúided the three kings to adore 

Baby Jesús, or is it júst a literary image úsed to make a 
spiritúal point? I have heard both sides.—A reader in 
Franconia  

A: The answer to this qúestion lies not only in the scientific evidence, bút also the spiritúal significance  
of that evidence. 

 
et’s begin with the scientific evidence.  Over the years, 

several findings have been presented to identify the star. 

Keep in mind that any dating is problematic dúe to 

variations in calendars (Júlian versús Hebrew versús Gregorian) 

and record keeping. Nevertheless, some possibilities inclúde the 

following: First, aboút 10 B.C., Halley’s Comet was visible 

(althoúgh not known as “Halley” at the time); however, comets 

úsúally indicated doom and disaster, so this does not seem to be 

a good contender. 

Second, Johannes Kepler (d. 1630), who wrote Laws of Planetary 

Motion, proposed that the conjúnction of the planets Júpiter, 

Satúrn and Mars caúsed a brilliant light (aboút 7 B.C.). Kepler 

had observed súch a phenomenon in 1604, and calcúlated that 

this woúld have occúrred at aboút the time of Christ’s birth. He 

posited that a súpernova occúrred simúltaneoúsly which woúld 

have caúsed an intense, brilliant light that lasted for weeks. 

Third, the Aústrian astronomer Konradin Ferrari d’Occhieppo in 

2003 proposed that the 

star was the conjúnction 

of Satúrn and Júpiter in 

the constellation Pisces in 

7-6 B.C. He wrote, 

“Júpiter, the star of the 

highest Babylonian deity 

(Mardúke), entered its 

brightest phase when it 

rose in the evening 

alongside Satúrn, the 

cosmic representation of the Jewish people.” Commenting on 

this finding, Ferrari d’Occhieppo posited that astronomers in 

Babylon (an ancient center for astronomy) woúld have 

interpreted this phenomenon as a (Continued next page) 
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úniversally significant event, namely the birth of a king in the 

land of the Jews who woúld bring salvation. I think the 

constellation Pisces has a significance, since Pisces represents 

“fish” and Oúr Lord said to the apostles, “Come, follow me, and I 

will make yoú fishers of men” (Mt 4:19). His work was cited by 

Pope Benedict XVI in his book Jesús of Nazareth, Volúme I. 

Finally, astronomer Roger Sinnott úsing evidence from Bryant 

Túckeman’s Planetary, Lúnar, and Solar Positions, 601 B.C. to 

A.D. 1 (American Philosophical Society, 1979), presented a most 

interesting finding: In 3-2 B.C., three únúsúal planetary 

alignments (a triple conjúnction) of the planets Júpiter and 

Venús with the star Regúlús in the constellation Leo occúrred. 

Interestingly, the splendor of this event woúld have climaxed 

Dec. 25, 2 B.C. Júpiter was named for Júpiter, the king of the 

Roman gods; Venús, named for Venús, the Roman goddess of 

love and motherhood; Regúlús, a star that means “little king” 

and symbolizes a scepter; and Leo, the lion, the symbol for the 

tribe of Júdah. One coúld súggest that here was a symbolic 

revelation of the Father (the King) sending His Son (the little 

King) into this world throúgh Mary (the mother) to the land of 

Júdah (the lion), the people of the covenant. 

Remember, too, we read in Gen 49:9-10: “Júdah, like a lion’s 

whelp, yoú have grown úp on prey, my son. He croúches like the 

lion recúmbent, the king of beasts —who woúld dare roúse him? 

The scepter shall never depart from Júdah, or the mace from 

between his legs.” Sinnott posited that the Magi woúld easily 

have interpreted this event as a sign of the birth of the Messiah. 

Astrophysicists also cite súch an alignment occúrs aboút every 

38,000 years. Perhaps this explanation is the best. 

Archaeologists also have foúnd evidence of some úniqúe star 

being observed at the time of Oúr Lord’s birth. Egyptian records 

(5-2 B.C.) indicate that in the month Mesori, the star Siriús, the 

dog star, rose at súnrise with extraordinary brilliance. Mesori 

means “the birth of a prince,” and the Egyptian astrologers in-

terpreted this event to mean “the birth of a new king into this 

world.” Chinese records show that aboút 4 B.C., a brilliant star 

appeared in the sky for a long time. 

The Jewish prophecies also pointed to a star that woúld an-

noúnce the birth of the Messiah: “A star (anatole) shall come 

forth oút of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise oút of Israel” (Núm 

24:17). In the Canticle of Zechariah, we read, “All this is the 

work of the kindness of oúr God; He, the Dayspring (anatole or 

“rising star”), shall visit ús in His mercy to shine on those who 

sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to gúide oúr feet into 

the way of peace” (Lk 1:78-79). 

Whatever the “star” actúally was, God úsed this phenomenon to 

annoúnce the birth of His Son, oúr divine Messiah and Savior. 

Moreover, He úsed it to excite the Magi, the Gentiles, to come 

searching. The Magi were probably from the area of Babylon 

(present Iraq), where astrology was popúlar and the observato-

ry of Sippar existed; archaeologists have foúnd cúneiform tab-

lets where the observatory existed that speak of this star. More-

over, they probably knew the prophecy concerning the Jewish 

Messiah; after all, the Prophet Daniel was King Nebúchadnez-

zar’s chief Magús. Of coúrse, we sometimes refer to them as “the 

Three Kings” becaúse of their precioús gifts — gold for a king, 

frankincense for a priest and myrrh (a búrial ointment) for the 

victim who woúld die. Sometimes we refer to them as the Wise 

Men, yet wise enoúgh to know they did not know everything. 

We also know them as Melchior, Caspar and Balthasar, and rec-

ognize them as saints, whose relics are kept at the cathedral in 

Cologne, Germany. 

In súm, St. Gregory Nazianzen said, “The very moment when the 

Magi, gúided by the star, adored Christ the new King, astrology 

came to an end, becaúse the stars were now moving in the orbit 

determined by Christ.” As we continúe oúr Christmas celebra-

tion, may we, too, orient oúr lives — spiritúally, emotionally, 

economically, politically, socially, in a word, totally — to Jesús. 

May we follow the trúe Light that penetrates the darkness and 

allow His light to shine forth in oúr own lives. 



 

Did Mary have other children? 
† Did Mary have other children besides Jesus? 
No. Jesus is the only son of Mary in the physical sense. 

Even in the early Church, Mary's perpetual virginity was assumed, which 
rules out the possibility of Jesus having brothers and sisters from the 
same mother. In Aramaic, Jesus' mother tongue, there is only one word 
for sibling and cousins. When the Gospels speak about the "brothers and 
sisters" of Jesus (for instance, in Mk 3:31-35), they are referring to Jesus' 
close relatives.

† Isn’t it improper to call Mary the “Mother” of God? 
No. Anyone who calls Mary the Mother of God thereby professes that 
her Son is God. 

As early Christianity was debating who Jesus was, the title Theotokos 
("God-bearer") became the hallmark for the orthodox interpretation of 
Sacred Scripture: Mary did not give birth merely to a man who then 
after his birth "became" God; rather, even in her womb her child is the 
true Son of God. This debate is not about Mary in the first place; rather, 
it is again the question of whether Jesus is true man and true God at the 
same time. (YOUCAT questions 81-82) 

† From Hope Life Center:  

Cindy is scared, confused, and has an 

abortion scheduled. Let's pray that God 

would open her eyes, heart and mind to options that give 

her child life! 

† Please pray for a parishioner who is hospitalized with 

covid and is seriously ill. 

*Remember, if you have prayer intentions, please call Nancy 

Kaiser at 815.539.6656. You can also sign up to get them 

immediately as they come in by joining the Prayer Chain on 

Flocknote. Call the parish office for more information. 



Great News! 
If you, or someone you know, is struggling with forming 
a daily prayer routine, look no further, because Hallow is 
here to help! You can add the app to your smart phone 
for free! 

Use this code to access the full platform of all Hallow has 
to offer for a free three-month trial: 
https://hallow.com/share/RPEW5C  
*Note: this link works for account creation on a web 
browser only (as opposed to creating an account in the app)* 

**Note: this code will not work if someone already is a 
Hallow Plus subscriber or if they already did a free trial of 
Hallow*  

2021 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 

Thanks to all who have made a pledge to the Annual 
Diocesan Appeal. Currently, at Holy Cross we have 
pledges of $36,704.00 toward our goal of $53,309.00. We 
have received pledge cards from 143 parishioners. 

A gift to the ADA, no matter how great or small, can go a 
long way. A pledge of $10 or $20 a month can add up. 
Even a one-time gift is helpful. To those who have 
contributed, we are most grateful. If you have not yet 
made a gift to the ADA, we invite you to do so today. 
Every dollar raised to make our goal supports important 
diocesan services and every dollar raised over our goal 
will be kept in the parish. 

In order that we may be willing to accept the tribulations 
lavished on us by the Divine Mercy, let us keep our gaze 
fixed on the heavenly home reserved for us … Let us 
withdraw our gaze, moreover, from those good things 
which are visible to our eyes, by which I  
mean worldly goods, the sight of which  
fascinates the heart. Worldly goods  
prevent us from keeping our eyes fixed  
on our heavenly home. 

~ St. Padre Pio 

“Add a supernatural motive to  

your ordinary professional work,  

and you will have sanctified it.” 

~ St. Josemaría Escriva 
Founder of Opus Dei 

In-Person Grief Groups 
The grief groups will be held at two OSF Hospitals: 

OSF Saint Elizabeth Medical Center, in Ottawa, IL, from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. the first and third Tuesday of every month. 

OSF Saint Paul Medical Center in Mendota, IL, from 4:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. the second and fourth Thursday of every month. 

We will continue to maintain a safe 6’ distance and 
masks will be required to enter the hospital. 

Anyone is allowed to come to any or all meetings they would 
like to. 

If you have questions, contact Kathy Steinz, OSF HealthCare, 
Bereavement Coordinator/Grief Group Support,  
(815) 343-5891 

Our Evangelization team is on the 
move! Our meetings have gone from 
Thursday afternoons to Tuesday 
evenings to (now) Tuesday 
afternoons. We pray the 
rosary in community 
before our meetings 
and any/all 
parishioners are 
welcome to join in! 

Please feel free to 
join us in the church to 
pray the Sorrowful 
Mysteries of the rosary at 
3:30 p.m. on Tuesday 
afternoons in the 
church. 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, JANUARY 2, 2022 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 



To celebrate the season of the 
birth of our Lord, we are donating a copy of The 
Wisdom of Fulton Sheen to each family in all three 
of our parishes. Please be sure to get yours when 
you come for Mass this Christmas. We hope the 
book will be a source of wisdom, light, and 
guidance every day of the year! 

Take down date is January 9th, 2022. 

We hope to see you there, and thank you.  Jerry 

Prayer for a Happy New Year 
May the Lord make my New Year a happy one…  

Not by shielding me from sorrow and pain, but by 
strengthening me to bear it if it comes. 

Not by making my path easy, but by making me sturdy 
enough to tread any path. 

Not by taking hardship from me, but by taking all 
cowardice and fear from my heart as I meet hardships. 
Not by granting me unbroken sunshine, but by keeping 
my face bright, even in the shadows. 

Not by making my life always pleasant, but by showing 
me where men and His cause need me most and by 
making me zealous to be there and to help… 

God, make my year a happy one. 

Happiness is… 

Receiving gifts of paper & candies 

from Kay & Ron 

for HCS 3rd Grade. 

OSF Medical Group - Family Medicine 
1405 E 12th St. | Suite 600 1404 Washington Street 
Mendota, IL | (815) 538-7200 Mendota, IL | (815) 538-1825 

  

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  




