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Sunday, February 20th 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
6:30 a.m. +Steven Schroeder by Family 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Fr. Bob Spilman  
 by Dick & Mary McConville 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Arthur Sondgeroth  
 by His Family 
10:30 a.m. +Dennis Jones by Terry & Torrie White 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - Feligreses 
Monday, February 21st St. Peter Damian 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Mass of Thanksgiving  
 by Wilma Stillwell 
7:00 p.m. +Catherine Taylor by Dennis & Diane Henkel 
Tuesday, February 22nd Chair of St. Peter, Apostle 
7:00 a.m. +James Hessenberger  
 by Buck & Tomi Hessenberger 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Fr. Richard Brunskille  
 by Fr. Jeff 
11:30 a.m. Mass at OSF St. Paul: Special Intention 
Wednesday, February 23rd St. Polycarp  
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Arlis Dougherty  
 by Dick & Mary McConville 
8:00 a.m. Living & Deceased Members of Leo & Julia 
 Sondgeroth Family by Paul & Yvonne Sondgeroth  
12 p.m.—1 p.m. — Confessions 
Thursday, February 24th  
7:00 a.m. +Irene Sondgeroth by Pohl Family 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Linda & Emmett Cantlin  
 by Judith Cantlin 
5 p.m.—6 p.m. — Confessions 
Friday, February 25th  
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Fr. Bob Spilman by Fr. Jeff 
8:15 a.m. School Mass +Jean Joerger  
 by Dan & Angie O’Neil 
Saturday, February 26th BVM 
2:30 p.m. Confessions 
4:00 p.m. +Ben Bokus by Family 
5:00 p.m. @St. Theresa: +Audrey Prokuski  
 by Dick & Mary McConville 
Sunday, February 27th 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
6:30 a.m. +Parishioners 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Joan Blum  
 by Cindy Noel & Larry Burd  
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Debra Funfsinn  
 by the Harth Family 
10:30 a.m. +Karl Soliman by Family 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish -  La familia Guzmán  
   por su Mamá 

Fr. Pilon’s Masses will continue to be livestreamed via 
the Zoom connection we have been using. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 
Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 
are aware of this new development. The link, ID, and 
Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 
are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

Lector’s Schedule 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 26 C. Fischer 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 27 B. Corrigan 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 27 N. Goble 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, March 5 T. Leffelman 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, March 6 R. Arteaga 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, March 6 G. Krenz 

If you would like to be a Lector for our weekend Masses, 
please contact the parish office, or email: 

briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com or mlflahive53@comcast.net 

SOWING SEEDS OF FAITH. . .  

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH 

IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING. 

MAY THE LORD BLESS 

YOUR GENEROSITY! 



$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$  

 +Arthur Sondgeroth by His Family 

 +Debra Funfsinn by the Harth Family 

 Kevin Cassidy 

Sat.  Feb.  12 1357 50.00 Paige Simonton 

Sun. Feb.  13 1378 50.00 Anthony Linder 

Mon. Feb.  14 2030 100.00 Cheryl Stewart 

Tue.  Feb.  15 0238 50.00 Darlene Wujek 

Wed. Feb.  16 0621 50.00 Kelly Husemann 

Thur. Feb.  17 0099 50.00 Louis Vaessen 

Fri.   Feb.  18 0202 50.00 Macy Mahaffey 

 

Collection for February 13, 2022 

Sunday Collection:   $1,781.00 
 

OPEN ADORATION HOURS 

Monday: 9-10 a.m., 10-11 a.m., 2-3 p.m. 

Tuesday: 2-3 p.m. 

Thursday: 9-10 a.m., 4-5 p.m. 

Friday: 3-4 p.m. 

Please consider signing up for one of 

these hours to sit in the Presence of our 

Lord each week. You’ll be glad you did! 

To sign up for one of these hours, 

call Karen Brandner at 815.915.6635 

2021 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 

Thanks to all who have made a pledge to the 
Annual Diocesan Appeal. Currently, at Ss. Peter & 
Paul we have pledges of $10,021.00 toward our 
goal of $13,108.00. We have received pledge cards 
from 36 parishioners. 

A gift to the ADA, no matter how great or small can 
go a long way. A pledge of $10 or $20 a month can 
add up. Even a one-time gift is helpful. To those 
who have contributed, we are most grateful. If you 
have not yet made a gift to the ADA, we invite you 
to do so today. Every dollar raised to make our goal 
supports important diocesan services and every 
dollar raised over our goal will be kept in the parish. 

The 2022 Daily Dollars are here! 
A chance to win money and 

help our school! 



ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

FEBRUARY 20, 2022 

Fr. Peter Pilon, 
Pastor 

 
Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
Masses at St Theresa 
Saturday:  5:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am 
 Weekday Masses 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday :  8:00 am 
Wednesday & Friday:  7:00 am 

Confessions:  4:00 to 4:45 on Saturday 

Just a reminder to pick up your envelopes for 2022. If 
you are unable to pick them up, please let Mary Sons 
know (815.414.3241) and she will get them to you. 

Also, please write your name on your envelopes. It 
helps the staff when entering information in the com-
puter. Thank you so much in advance. 

Sun. Feb. 20 Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m. +Fr. Bob Spilman by Dick & Mary McConville 
Mon. Feb. 21 St. Peter Damian 
8:00 a.m. +Mass of Thanksgiving by Wilma Stillwell 
Tues. Feb. 22 The Chair of St. Peter 
8:00 a.m. +Fr. Richard Brunskille by Fr. Jeff 
Wed. Feb. 23 St. Polycarp 
8:00 a.m. +Arlis Dougherty  
 by Dick & Mary McConville 
Thur. Feb. 24  
8:00 a.m. +Linda & Emmett Cantlin by Judith Cantlin 
Fri. Feb. 25  
7:00 a.m. +Fr. Bob Spilman by Fr. Jeff 
Sat. Feb. 26 BVM 
5:00 p.m. +Audrey Prokuski  
 by Dick & Mary McConville 
Sun. Feb. 27 Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m. +Joan Blum by Cindy Noel & Larry Burd 

Collection for February 13th 

2021 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 

Thanks to all who have made a pledge to the 
Annual Diocesan Appeal. Currently, at St. 
Theresa we have pledges of $17,045.00 toward 
our goal of $17,822.00.  We have received 
pledge cards from 41 parishioners. 

A gift to the ADA, no matter how great or small 
can go a long way. A pledge of $10 or $20 a 
month can add up. Even a one-time gift is 
helpful. To those who have contributed, we are 
most grateful. If you have not yet made a gift to 
the ADA, we invite you to do so today. Every 
dollar raised to make our goal supports 
important diocesan services and every dollar 
raised over our goal will be kept in the parish. 

Please drop a note in the collection basket if you 
need a year-end statement for contributions made 
in 2021. We will place them in the vestibule for you 
to pick up the following week. 

Sunday Collection: 
Food Pantry: 

Total: 

Cemetery: 

$1,063.00 
       45.00 
$1,108.00 

$20.00 

 

L 
ove 

your 

enemies… 

Lk 6:27 



ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

FEBRUARY 20, 2022 

Fr. Peter Pilon, 
Pastor 

 
Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
Masses at St Theresa 
Saturday:  5:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am 
 Weekday Masses 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday :  8:00 am 
Wednesday & Friday:  7:00 am 

Confessions:  4:00 to 4:45 on Saturday 

March 2nd we will be having our World Famous Fish 

Dinner and we will be needing many helping hands. 

Bakers, Kitchen workers, runners etc. Bakers are 

asked to pick up recipes for Chocolate Chip Blondie 

bars in the vestibule. Sign up sheets will also be there. 

Pitch in and help us make this another great year. 

Did you mark your calendars yet? Did you purchase 

your tickets yet? Got 50-50 chances? March 2nd is the 

day of our 3rd annual Fish Dinner. 

We'll serve from 4 - 7 pm. Fish, slaw, "taters", bun, 

applesauce and dessert for $12.00. Mac and Cheese 

will also be available for kids at $5.00, Get those 

calendars out and put a circle around the date. Tickets 

on sale at First State Insurance and of course, after 

weekend Masses.

Due to Covid, we will no longer be accepting food 
products for needy families. Please consider using your 
Food Pantry envelope to help this much needed project. 

The monies collected will be divided between Sharing 
Hearts and Helping Hands. 

Lector & Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion Schedule 

Saturday, February 26th      Sunday, February 27th 

Lector: Wally Cwikla   Lector: Diego Vazquez 

EMHC: Joe Stralka        EMHC: Mary Sons 

 “Let nothing disturb thee; Let nothing dismay thee; 
All thing pass; God never changes Patience attains 
All that it strives for. He who has God finds he 
lacks nothing: God alone suffices.” 

St. Teresa of Ávila 



Iglesia de la Santa Cruz 

Diócesis Católica de Peoria 
1010 Jefferson Street 
Mendota, Il. 61342 

Tel. 815 538-6151 Fax: 815 539-5014 

Párroco: Padre Pedro Pilon  Diáconos: José López y Héctor Díaz 
20 de Febrero 2022 

Séptimo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

Lectores 
02/20 Leticia y Daniel Angulo 

02/27 Carolina Martí nez  

Intenciones 
02/20:  12 p.m. Feligreses 

02/27:  12 p.m. Familia de Catalina de Guzma n  

A la persona que te golpea en una mejilla, 

Ofrecer el otro también 

 (Lucas 6, 29)  

Horario de las misas 

Domingo: 6:30 a.m. Holy Cross. /8am Earlville/ 

9am Ss. Peter and Paul. /10:30 a.m. Holy Cross/(ingle s) 

12 p.m. (español) 

Lunes: 8 a.m. Earlville 7 p.m. Holy Cross 

Martes: 7 a.m. Holy Cross/ 8 a.m. Earlville 8 a.m. 

Miércoles 7 a.m. Earlville/ 8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Jueves 7 a.m. Holy Cross / 8 a.m. Earlville 

Viernes 7 a.m. Earlville /8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Sábado 4 p.m. Holy Cross / 5 p.m. Earlville 

Bautismos, Bodas, o Quinceañeras 
Llamar a la Oficina 

Bodas antes de hacer preparaciones para una boda  
Llame a la oficina 6 a 8 meses antes de la boda 

Obligado a estar en casa si necesita que le llevemos 
la comunio n porque este enfermo por favor llame a la 
oficina 

Grupos de Oración:  
+Renovacio n Carisma tica: jueves a las 6- 8 pm 

Confesiones  
Sa bado – 2:30 pm—3:45 pm 

Jueves de 5 pm a 6 pm confesiones en espan ol 

SI GUSTA SERVIR EN EL ALTAR O PARA LEER 

LAS LECTURAS  

DE JENOS SABER AL PADRE, O A ALGUNO DE LOS 

DIA CONOS, NECESITAMOS VOLUNTARIOS. 

 

SI QUIERE CELEBRAR UNA QUINCEAN ERA  

LA QUINCEAN ERA DEBERA  DE A VER 

CELEBRADO SU CONFIRMACIO N 

¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡ES UN REQUISITO!!!!!!!!! 

 

BENDICIONES. 



$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  Feb.  12 1357 50.00 Paige Simonton 

Sun. Feb.  13 1378 50.00 Anthony Linder 

Mon. Feb.  14 2030 100.00 Cheryl Stewart 

Tue.  Feb.  15 0238 50.00 Darlene Wujek 

Wed. Feb.  16 0621 50.00 Kelly Husemann 

Thur. Feb.  17 0099 50.00 Louis Vaessen 

Fri.   Feb.  18 0202 50.00 Macy Mahaffey 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 
“The Eucharist is the link that binds the 
Christian family together. Take away the 

Eucharist and you have no brotherliness left.” 

~ St. Peter Julius Eymard 

Please call Karen Brandner,  
Chapel Coordinator, at 815.915.6635 

to sign up for your Holy Hour. 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS!!! 

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
First Offering 

Total 

For the 
Week of 

02/13/22 

 
 

$4,533.00 
154.00 
70.00 
55.00 

         139.00 
$4,951.00 

   Give God what is just, not just what is left! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 



“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross                                                        by Brian Corrigan 

Cross for heaven's sake! Scratch that. He embraced the Cross 
for OUR sake. We who are his enemies in our sin, who are the 
reason he went to the Cross, we who caused his excruciating 
punishment, beating with fists, being spat upon, scourged 
mercilessly by cruel whips, and finally nailed through his wrists 
and his feet and left to hand dying on that Cross. That is the 
very epitome of “Love your enemies.” He teaches us that we are 
to love one another as he loves us. “Greater love has no man 
than to lay down his life for his friends” (see John 15:13). 

There is a name the Greeks gave this type of love:  agapaō, 
or perhaps more familiarly, agape (“uh-gah-pay”). This is the 
highest form of love. Contrasted with other various types of 
love such as eros (romantic or erotic love), philia (brotherly 
love), storge (unconditional, familial love) for example, agape 
is not involved with emotion; it is purely an act of will. To love 
others as Christ loves us is to will the good of the other. 

In the image and likeness of God... 
Think of it this way: we are all created in the image and 

likeness of God (see Gen 1:26). I often thought of that idea 
as being created human in the image of Christ, the Son of 
the Father, who is totally pure and perfect spirit, whereas 
the Son in the incarnation took on our human flesh and 
form. That line of thinking misses the mark, however. When 
God makes the statement “Let us make human beings in 
our image, after our likeness” He is referring to His intellect 
and will. We, as rational beings, have been created with an 
intellect and will in the image and likeness of our Creator. 

This indicates that we at least have the capacity to imitate 
God’s will and intellect. Christ showed us the way. Nobody, 
Christ included, ever said following him would be easy. He 
told us to pick up our cross—whatever our cross might be— 
every day and follow him. 

Who is your enemy? It’s a question we must ponder as we 
prepare for our eternal destiny in heaven. With Lent just a 
week and a half away, it is prime time to consider such 
thoughts. Who is my enemy? What does my loving my ene-
my look like? Jesus told us to be perfect as our heavenly 
Father is perfect. In our striving for that perfection, we must 
repeatedly look to Christ and imitate him. As God is love, we 
can know with moral certainty that He will give us the grace 
we need to achieve the love to which He calls us. 

We can practice turning the other cheek by recognizing 
the small injustices we perceive in our daily lives. When 
someone has spoken ill to us (or about us) and we realize 
we have fallen into the trap the devil has set for us, and we 
feel slighted, humiliated, or angry, we have to train our-
selves to recognize that it is then that we are called to not 
only love our enemy (the human one, not the enemy who 
leads to damnation), but to pray for him as well. When we 
have honed our abilities to the point where we can recog-
nize the small slights against us, we can move on to the big-
ger ones and move on to level 2 of the “Love your enemy 
and pray for your persecutors” command. 

“I give you a new commandment…” 

thing anyone can ever 

do” said no one ever. To-
day’s Gospel acclamation 
states: “I give you a new 
commandment, says the 
Lord: Love one another 
as I have loved you.”

To better understand today’s Gospel we must remem-
ber where last week’s Gospel left us. Recall that this pas-
sage from Luke’s Gospel is a variation of the Sermon on the 
Mount as heard in St. Matthew’s Gospel. There are some 
differences in the setting—this passage from Luke has the 
setting as being on a plain or level ground, whereas Mat-
thew has the location as what we know today as the Mount 
of Beatitudes. Calling this place “Mount” is somewhat of a 
misnomer, as it really isn’t anything more than a hill. The 
hills of Galilee also have many flat or level areas, which ex-
plains the seeming discrepancy between these two Gos-
pels. 

Last week we heard Jesus telling his disciples the beati-
tudes via a series of blessings and curses. Today’s reading 
is a continuation of that same talk, or teaching, that Jesus 
gave in that place. Last week he began by telling of bless-
ings and moved into curses (“woes”) which is where our 
Gospel left us. Today we resume by hearing Jesus tell us we 
must love our enemies. 

Now keep in mind this is just the beginning of today’s 
Gospel teaching. Pages, books perhaps, could be written 
on this first statement of Jesus: “To you who hear, I say, 
love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. To 
the person who strikes you on one cheek, offer the other 
one as well, and from the person who takes your cloak, do 
not withhold your tunic. Give to everyone who asks of you, 
and from the one who takes what is yours do not demand 
it back. Do to others what you would have them do to 
you…” 

Love your enemies… What does that really mean? What 
does it look like? Almost oxymoronic or paradoxical in 
concept, Jesus would go on to exhibit these concepts after 
his arrest in Gethsemane and subsequent trial before 
Caiaphas, Pilate, and Herod. He did not resist when his 
betrayer kissed him on the cheek, he did not demand his 
clothes be returned when he was stripped, and he did not 
return violence with violence. Is there anyone who can 
imitate our Lord in this kind of love? He even embraced his 



“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross                                                        by Brian Corrigan 

despiadadamente por fustas crueles, y finalmente clavamos 
por sus muñecas y sus pies y nos marchamos para dar morir 
en aquella Cruz. Es el mismo epitome “del Amor sus 
enemigos.” Él nos enseña que debemos amar el uno al otro 
cuando él nos ama. “El mayor amor no tiene a ningún hombre 
que posar su vida para sus amigos” (ver a Juan 15:13). 

Hay un nombre que los griegos dieron este tipo del amor: 
agapaō, o quizás más comúnmente, boquiabierto. Este es la 
forma más alta del amor. Contrastado con otros varios tipos del 
amor como eros (amor romántico o erótico), philia (amor 
fraternal), storge (amor incondicional, familiar) por ejemplo, bo-
quiabierto no está implicado con la emoción; esto es puramente 
un acto de voluntad. Para amar a otros como Cristo nos ama 
debe a la voluntad el bien del otro. 

En la imagen y semejanza de Dios... 
Piense en ello Está aquí: somos todos creados en la imagen 

y la semejanza de Dios (ver al General 1:26). Yo a menudo 
pensaba en aquella idea como creada al humano en la 
imagen de Cristo, el Hijo del Padre, que es el espíritu total-
mente puro y perfecto, mientras que el Hijo en la encarna-
ción tomó nuestra carne humana y forma. Aquella línea del 
pensamiento yerra el tiro, sin embargo Cuando Dios hace la 
declaración “Dejada nosotros hacen seres humanos en 
nuestra imagen, después de nuestra semejanza” Él se refiere 
a Su intelecto y va a. Como seres racionales, hemos sido 
creados con una intelecto y va a en la imagen y la semejanza 
de nuestro Creador. 

Este indica que al menos tenemos la capacidad para imitar 
la voluntad de Dios y la intelecto. Cristo nos mostró el ca-
mino. Nadie, Cristo incluyó, alguna vez dijo siguiente de él 
sería fácil. Él nos dijo recoger nuestra cruz — independiente-
mente de nuestra cruz podría ser — cada día y seguirlo. 

¿Quién es su enemigo? Esto es una pregunta que debemos 
considerar cuando nos preparamos para nuestro destino 
eterno en el cielo. Con Prestado sólo una semana y media 
lejos, esto es horas de máxima audiencia para considerar 
tales pensamientos. ¿Quién es mi enemigo? ¿Qué hace mi 
cariño de mi ene mi mirada como? Jesús nos dijo ser per-
fectos cuando nuestro Padre divino es perfecto. En nuestros 
esfuerzos para aquella perfección, nosotros debemos con-
templar repetidamente a Cristo y imitarlo. Cuando Dios es el 
amor, podemos saber con la certeza moral que Él nos dará la 
gracia tenemos que conseguir el amor al cual Él nos llama. 

Podemos practicar la bocacalle de la otra mejilla recono-
ciendo las pequeñas injusticias que percibimos en nuestras 
vidas diarias. Cuando alguien nos ha hablado mal (o sobre 
nosotros) y realizamos que nos hemos caído en la trampa 
que el diablo ha puesto para nosotros, y nos sentimos me-
nospreciados, humillados, o enojados, tenemos que entre-
narnos reconocer que es entonces que nos llaman a no sólo 
aman a nuestro enemigo (el humano un, no el enemigo que 
conduce a la condenación), pero rezar para él también. Cuan-
do hemos afilado nuestras capacidades al punto donde po-
demos reconocer que el pequeño menosprecia contra noso-
tros, nosotros podemos circular a los más grandes y circular 
para nivelar 2 “del Amor su enemigo y rezar para sus perse-
guidores” orden. 

“Le doy un nuevo mandamiento …” 

” dicho nadie algu-

na vez. Estados de aclamación de 
Evangelio de Hoy: “le doy un nuevo 
mandamiento, dice el Señor: Ame el 
uno al otro cuando le he amado.”

Para entender mejor el Evangelio de hoy, debemos re-
cordar donde el Evangelio de la semana pasada nos aban-
donó. Recuerde que este paso del Evangelio de Lucas es una 
variación del Sermón al Montaje como oído en San. El 
Evangelio de Mateo. Hay algunas diferencias en el ajuste — 
este paso de Lucas tiene el ajuste que como está en una 
llanura o tierra de nivel, mientras que Mateo tiene la posición 
como lo que sabemos hoy como el Montaje de Biena-
venturanzas. La vocación de este lugar "Montaje" es algo de 
un nombre poco apropiado, cuando esto realmente no es 
nada más que una colina. Las colinas de Galilee también 
tienen mucho apartamento o nivelan áreas, que explica la 
discrepancia aparente entre estos dos Evangelios. 

La semana pasada oímos a Jesús que dice a sus discípulos 
las Bienaventuranzas vía una serie de bendiciónes y 
maldiciones. La lectura de hoy es una continuación de aquella 
misma conversación, o enseñanza, que Jesús dio en aquel 
lugar. La semana pasada él comenzó por la narración de 
bendiciónes y se movió en maldiciones ("infortunios") que es 
donde nuestro Evangelio nos abandonó. Hoy reanudamos 
oyendo a Jesús decirnos que debemos amar a nuestros 
enemigos. 

Ahora tenga presente que este es solo el principio de la 
enseñanza de Evangelio de hoy. Las paginas libros quizás, 
podrían ser escritas en esta primera declaración de Jesús: “a 
usted que oye, digo, aman a sus enemigos, hacen bien a 
aquellos que le odian, bendicen aquellos que le blasfeman, 
rezan para aquellos que le maltratan. A la persona que le 
golpea en una mejilla, ofrezca el otro También, y de la per-
sona que toma su capa, no retenga su túnica. De a cada uno 
que pregunta de usted, y del que quien toma lo que es el suyo 
no lo exigen atrás. Haga a otros lo que usted haría que ellos 
hicieran a usted…” 

¿Ame a sus enemigos … Qué realmente significa esto? ¿A 
qué parece esto? Casi oximorónico o paradójico en el concep-
to, Jesús continuaría a exponer estos conceptos después de 
su detención en Jardín de Getsemaní y proceso subsecuente 
antes de Caifás, Pílate, y Herodes. Él no resistió cuando su 
traidor lo besó en la mejilla, él no exigió su ropa para ser de-
vuelta cuando él fue quitado, y él no devolvió la violencia con 
la violencia. ¿Hay allí alguien que puede imitar a nuestro Se-
ñor en esta clase del amor? ¡Él hasta abrazó su Crúcese por el 
amor de Dios! Rasguñe esto. Él abrazó la Cruz por nosotros. 
Nosotros que somos sus enemigos en nuestro pecado, que 
son la razón él fue a la Cruz, que causamos su castigo inso-

 



When Christ commands: “Love your enemies, do 

good to those who hate you,” our first reaction—

due to Original Sin—is to recoil. Like Abishai, in 

our fallenness we prefer “to nail [our enemy]  to 

the ground.” How is it possible to take seriously 

what Christ tells us? Because he only commands 

what he makes possible: Jesus, the new Adam from 

heaven, gives us his own love, beyond our 

passions, impulses, defects, and fatalism. The Lord 

repays justice and faithfulness by making us bear 

the image of the heavenly second Adam. 
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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in Serving for Mass, Reading at 
Mass, or volunteering as an Usher or Greeter for 
Mass, please drop a note in the collection with your 
name, telephone number and Mass time preferences. 
Even if you volunteered before, please let us know if 
you wish to continue. 

Thank you and God bless.  Fr. Peter Pilon 

OPEN ADORATION HOURS 

Monday: 9-10 a.m., 10-11 a.m., 2-3 p.m. 

Tuesday: 2-3 p.m. 

Thursday: 9-10 a.m., 4-5 p.m. 

Friday: 3-4 p.m. 

To sign up for one of these hours, 

call Karen Brandner at 815.915.6635 

Zoom web address: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 9:00 a.m. Mass @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

 10:30 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 7:00 p.m. Mass  

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

Wed: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

Fri: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass (8:15 when school is in session) 

 11:30 a.m. Mass @ OSF St. Paul 

Sat: 8:00 a.m. (First Saturday ONLY) 

 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 4:00 p.m. Confession @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

YEAR END TAX CONTRIBUTIONS 

To receive a copy of your year-end tax contributions, call 
or come to the Parish Office Monday through Wednes-
day between the hours of 8:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m. 



 

 

 

Do Science & Faith Contradict Each Other? 
† Is there a contradiction between science and faith? 
There is no insoluble contradiction between faith and science, 
because there cannot be two kinds of truth.  
There is not one truth of faith that is in competition with 
another truth of science. There is only one truth, to which both 
faith and scientific reason refer. God intended reason, with 
which we can recognize the rational structures of the world, 
just as he intended faith. That is why the Christian faith 
demands and promotes the (natural) sciences. Faith exists so 
that we might know things that are not apparent to reason yet 
are real above and beyond reason. Faith reminds science that it 
is supposed to serve creation and not set itself up in place of 
God. Science must respect human dignity instead of violating it. 
(YOUCAT question 23) 
Dig Deeper: CCC section (159) and other references here. 

Are you a boy who is at least 16 years of age? Please 
consider signing up for a life-changing weekend at 
the Teens Encounter Christ (TEC) boys’ weekend 
at Peterstown (4 miles south, and 1 mile west of 
Mendota) beginning on Saturday, February 26th, 
and concluding on Monday, February 28th. For 
more information, or to register call Brian and 
Rachel Sherman at 815.343.5130 

There is still room for more candidates, and there is 
still time to make the call… You’re of an age where 
you are willing to test many things. Are you willing 
to test your faith by encountering Jesus Himself? 
Go ahead, make the call and find out. 



How is fasting different from dieting? 

They might sound the same, but they are quite different. 

The critical difference between fasting and dieting is 

intention. 

Both involve a limited intake of food, but they are utilized 

and implemented differently. Dieting is purely for the sake 

of physical health or even personal vanity, while fasting is a 

spiritual exercise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does this spiritual exercise do? 

A few of the main benefits of fasting: it tames our bodily 
appetites, which can be sources of temptation for us; detaches 
us from physical comforts, which can weaken us and impede 
growth in virtue; and aids us in personal self-mastery, so that 
we can resist sin and choose the good even when it’s difficult to 
do so. 

Fasting also purifies and liberates our prayer. The detachment 
it produces sharpens our focus on God and helps us to enter 
into prayer more freely. It quiets the demands of the body so 
that we can focus on God without hindrance. 

In fact, fasting isn’t just helpful to prayer: it must be joined to 

prayer. It’s ineffective on its own. 

As St. Peter Julian Eymard said: 

“The two actions must be joined and never separated, filling 

our soul with love by prayer, and purifying ourselves exteri-

orly by mortification. It is easy to say, ‘I love God,’ but if this 

word is not followed by mortification, it is vain and unfound-

ed. Self-love has quickly taken the place of the love of God.” 

Fasting has physical benefits, as well, as the secular world has 
recently discovered. It goes to show that God takes care of all 
our needs, physical and spiritual—body and soul! 

This ancient spiritual practice isn’t optional. Fasting com-
bined with prayer is a crucial part of our progress towards 
God. The Church actually prescribes two obligatory fast days a 
year: Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. In addition to these 
days, we should consider adding in a bit of extra fasting to our 
spiritual routines, according to our ability, health, and duties 
in life. 

How is fasting different from dieting? - Get Fed™ (catholiccompany.com)  

With Lent beginning in a mere couple of weeks, what better 
time to plan a penitential and/or spiritual practice than right 
now? There are always new spiritual practices to undertake 
and keep our life of grace from growing stale. Lent comes one 
time each year and lasts only 40 days. (I know, I know, only 
40 days?) The point is that those 40 days are only a fraction of 
the 365 days that make up each year. And those 40 days are 
long enough to retrain our heart and mind in incorporating a 
new spiritual practice. 

What to do if I can’t fast for medical reasons? 

 While not yielding the same physical and mental results as 
a fast from food gives, we can still unite our Lenten penance 
to the penances offered by our family in faith. Think outside 
the box and be creative. What habit have you formed that you 
can fast from for 40 days? I’m a bit of a news junkie, and one 
of my Lenten resolutions is to not listen to my typical daily 
news-talk radio programs. Instead, I will listen strictly to 
Catholic radio programming. I plan to spend most of the day 
listening to Relevant Radio, either on the radio dial at 930 AM, 
or through their excellent app on my smartphone. If Relevant 
Radio isn’t appealing to me, I can always switch to EWTN 
radio, again, on the radio dial they can be found at 88.1 FM, or 
through an app on my phone. There are also many terrific op-
tions available on the FORMED.org site (and app). 
 Younger people who aren’t able to fast from food for medi-
cal reasons might consider giving up their electronic games or 
social media visits for 40 days. 
 The point is to come up with something that will be diffi-
cult and at the same time doable. Remember, we are doing 
this to grow in grace and increase in communion with Christ. 
 In addition to giving something up for Lent, we should also 
consider taking on one new spiritual practice, such as saying a 
daily rosary or Divine Mercy Chaplet, spending time in front 
of the Blessed Sacrament, setting time aside each day to read 
from the Sacred Scriptures. Do it for You and do it for the 
LORD. As the old Nike ad said, “Just do it!” 



Great News! 
If you, or someone you know, is struggling with forming 
a daily prayer routine, look no further, because Hallow is 
here to help! You can add the app to your smart phone 
for free! 

Use this code to access the full platform of all Hallow has 
to offer for a free three-month trial: 
https://hallow.com/share/RPEW5C  
*Note: this link works for account creation on a web browser 
only (as opposed to creating an account in the app)* 

**Note: this code will not work if someone already is a 
Hallow Plus subscriber or if they already did a free trial of 
Hallow*  

2021 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 

Thanks to all who have made a pledge to the Annual 
Diocesan Appeal. Currently, at Holy Cross we have 
pledges of $36,704.00 toward our goal of $53,309.00. We 
have received pledge cards from 143 parishioners. 

A gift to the ADA, no matter how great or small, can go a 
long way. A pledge of $10 or $20 a month can add up. 
Even a one-time gift is helpful. To those who have 
contributed, we are most grateful. If you have not yet 
made a gift to the ADA, we invite you to do so today. 
Every dollar raised to make our goal supports important 
diocesan services and every dollar raised over our goal 
will be kept in the parish. 

Venerable Fulton J. Sheen Evangelization Team 

You may or may not be aware that our parishes have a team that has been 

in formation for the past couple of years—it was this team who put on the 

“Welcome Back!” weekend in September last year—and among the 

larger areas of focus is parish renewal. To that end, our team will be 

going to the Sacre-Coeur Retreat Center on Sunday, February 20th and 

Monday the 21st, in order to really zero in on some things that have been 

discussed. There will be time spent in meetings, prayer, Adoration before 

the Blessed Sacrament. If you have a moment, please pray for the success 

of the efforts of this team. The life of our parishes will benefit greatly 

from your prayers for this team. We would also love for parishioners to 

join us in our weekly rosary (see below)! 

“You were very hurt at being  

slighted. That means you are  

forgetting too easily who  

you are.” 

~ St. Josemaría Escriva 
Founder of Opus Dei 

In-Person Grief Groups 
The grief groups will be held at two OSF Hospitals: 

OSF Saint Elizabeth Medical Center, in Ottawa, IL, from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. the first and third Tuesday of every month. 

OSF Saint Paul Medical Center in Mendota, IL, from 4:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. the second and fourth Thursday of every month. 

We will continue to maintain a safe 6’ distance and 
masks will be required to enter the hospital. 

Anyone is allowed to come to any or all meetings they would 
like to. 

If you have questions, contact Kathy Steinz, OSF HealthCare, 
Bereavement Coordinator/Grief Group Support,  
(815) 343-5891 

Our Evangelization team is on the 
move! Our meetings have gone from 
Thursday afternoons to Tuesday 
evenings to (now) Tuesday 
afternoons. We pray the 
rosary in community 
before our meetings 
and any/all 
parishioners are 
welcome to join in! 

Please feel free to 
join us in the church to 
pray the Sorrowful 
Mysteries of the rosary at 
3:30 p.m. on Tuesday 
afternoons in the 
church. 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2022 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 



LENT 2022  PRAY  FAST  SERVE 
There will be two opportunities offered for a Lenten four week 
study program with Fr. Jeff. Beginning on Tuesday, March 8 at 
6 p.m. at Ss. Peter & Paul, or on Wednesday, March 9 at 9 a.m. 
at St. Theresa Into His Likeness will be presented. Please call 
the Holy Cross parish office if you are interested in attending. 
Next week’s bulletin will include a calendar including all the 
events, liturgies, opportunities to increase in holiness. 

“If God wills to prolong our trials, do not 
let us lament or try to find out the 
reason. . . We have to see God through 
the fire of thorns, and to do this we must 
go barefoot and renounce our own will 
and affection and accept the will of God 
wholeheartedly.” 

~ Saint Padre Pio 

Consider signing up for one of these ideas as an 
enhancement to your Lenten practice this year…  

Relevant Radio 40 Lenten Lessons on the Mass: 
Learn it. Live it. Love it. Even more! (activehosted.com) 

 #PRAY40 
Ash Wednesday 2022 - The First Day of Lent | Hallow App  

INTO HIS LIKENESS on FORMED.org ~ Lenten Study led by Fr. Jeff 

Into His Likeness - FORMED  

THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Plan to attend and pray the Stations 
of the Cross at 5 p.m. on Thursdays 
at St. Theresa, or 5 p.m. Fridays at  
Holy Cross. This could be something 
for the whole family to do together. 

On March 3rd, Bishop Jenky will celebrate his 75th 
birthday, which is the age at which bishops are required 
by canon law to submit their resignation to the Holy 
Father. Well wishes on the occasion of his 
birthday and his retirement may be 
sent to him at the following 
address: 

Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C. 
Spalding Pastoral Center 
419 E Madison Avenue 
Peoria, IL 61603  

In Loving Memory 
David A. Olguin 

Katherine J. Funfsinn 
Frances M. Newell 

PLEASE WELCOME NEWLY  
REGISTERED PARISHIONERS AT  
HOLY CROSS: 

Rebecca & Christian Jones and 
their daughter Cheyenne, who 
recently joined our Parish family! 

OSF Medical Group - Family Medicine 
1405 E 12th St. | Suite 600 1404 Washington Street 
Mendota, IL | (815) 538-7200 Mendota, IL | (815) 538-1825 

  

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  

The 2022 Daily Dollars are here! 
~ A great gift-giving idea ~ 

A chance to win money and help our school! 




