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Sunday, March 20th 3rd Sunday of Lent 
6:30 a.m. +Marvin Buchanan by Herb & Sue Buchanan 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Jerry Meyer  
 by Jack & Kathy Cantlin 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Donna Hintermister  
 by Mary Hardy 
10:30 a.m. +Jim Regan by Margaret Kurth 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - Feligreses 
Monday, March 21st  
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Fr. Dick Brunskill  
 by Wilma Stillwell 
7:00 p.m. +Mary Sondgeroth by Bruce & Jan Full 
 +Todd Barrett by Tim & Lori McConville 
Tuesday, March 22nd  
7:00 a.m. +Terry Mack by Janice Siemers 

8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Phyllis McConville  
 by Dick & Mary McConville 
11:30 a.m. Mass at OSF St. Paul: Special Intention 
Wednesday, March 23rd St. Turibius of Mogrovejo 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Ellen Knaff  
 by the Family of Ellen Knaff 
8:00 a.m. +Jean Joerger by Joan Eichorn 
12 p.m.—1 p.m. — Confessions 
Thursday, March 24th St. Oscar Romero 
7:00 a.m. +Dennis Jones by Terry & Pat Moyer 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Jerry Meyer  
 by Don & Carol McLachlan 
5:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross at St. Theresa 
5 p.m.—6 p.m. — Confessions 
Friday, March 25th The Annunciation of the Lord 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Joan Blum by Cindy Noll 
8:00 a.m. +Kenneth Sondgeroth by His Wife & Family 
5:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross at Holy Cross 
Saturday, March 26th  
2:30 p.m. Confessions 
4:00 p.m. +Sidney Truckenbrod by Ken & Sharon Funfsinn 
5:00 p.m. @St. Theresa: +Parishioners 
Sunday, March 27th 4th Sunday of Lent 
6:30 a.m. +Joan Dennison by Jim & Jeanne Fitzpatrick 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Elsie Donato 
 by Dan & Joanne McConville 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Mary Catherine Wujek 
 by Jerry & Mary Lou Baker 
10:30 a.m. +Della Hamburg by Bruce & Jan Full 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - Por el almas de Antonio 
 Arteaga y Enrique Escatel por familia 

Fr. Pilon’s Masses will continue to be livestreamed via 
the Zoom connection we have been using. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 
Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 
are aware of this new development. The link, ID, and 
Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 
are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

Lector’s Schedule 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, Mar. 26 J. Norton 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, Mar. 27 R. Arteaga 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Mar. 27 N. Goble 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, April 2 T. Leffelman 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, April 3 B. Corrigan 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, April 3 C. Fischer 

If you would like to be a Lector for our weekend Masses, 
please contact the parish office, or email: 

briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com or mlflahive53@comcast.net 

SOWING SEEDS OF FAITH. . .  

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH 

IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING. 

MAY THE LORD BLESS 

YOUR GENEROSITY! 



$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$  

 +Donna Hintermister by Mary Hardy 

 +Mary Catherine Wujek 
   by Jerry & Mary Lou Baker 

 Peter Schmidt 

Sat.  Mar.  12 1107 50.00 Barb Weber 

Sun. Mar.  13 0316 50.00 Jason Martin 

Mon. Mar.  14 2841 100.00 Joe & Diane Spanier 

Tue.  Mar.  15 1453 50.00 Connie Krzmarzick 

Wed. Mar.  16 1803 50.00 Ava Eddy 

Thur. Mar.  17 2829 50.00 Avery Wujek 

Fri.   Mar.  18 1773 50.00 Ruth Gambiani 

 

Collection for March 13, 2022 

Sunday Collection:  $1,707.00 
Aid to Eastern Europe:      20.00 

Ash Wednesday:      20.00 
First Offering:           10.00 

Total:  $1,757.00 

The 2022 Daily Dollars are here! 
A chance to win money and help 

our school! 

BLESSING OF SEEDS 
An ancient custom of the Church is to bless 
seeds on or around the Solemnity of the 
Annunciation which is celebrated on March 25th. 
We will have the Blessing of the Seed on 
Sunday, March 27th at Ss. Peter & Paul in 
Peterstown at noon. Please bring any seed which 
you will plant this year for a great harvest! 
Anyone may come for this beautiful blessing. 
See you there!!! 



 hear, at Ss. Peter & Paul, a different set of 
readings, that reflect the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults. Beginning with the Third Sunday of Lent, 

the Gospel readings in particular are meant to help the 
candidates preparing to enter into the Church an 
opportunity to reflect on their lives—and their spiritual 
journeys up to this point—these are known as the 
Scrutinies. The third, fourth, and fifth Sundays have the 
readings that are otherwise typical for Year A in the 
Church’s three-year cycle of readings. 

The first Gospel reading is about the Samaritan Woman 
at the Well. This Gospel passage is intended to help the 
candidates reflect on personal sin. 

Jesus encounters a Samaritan woman who happens to be at the well at mid-day, during the 
heat of the day. Jews generally viewed Samaritans as mongrels, or half-breeds, at best. This is 
one of the reasons why the story of the Good Samaritan had such an impact, because the hero of 
the story was someone that the Jewish listeners would not be expecting to be the one to step up 
and do the right thing.  

Jesus, as he is wont to do, meets this woman right where she is. She makes the trek to the 
well during the mid-day so as to avoid the scorn of the rest of the women of her town. It would 
have been customary for the women to get the water from the well in the morning. In this way, 
they could also have a little kibbutz, talking of the news of the day and the friendly banter and 
gossip that is still customary today. 

He asks her for water, and she immediately recognizes the difference in that Jesus is a Jew 
and she is a Samaritan. Samaritans were once Jews also, but during one of the exiles that had 
the chosen people displaced from their promised land, they were mingled with their captors and 
their once-pure Jewish blood was no longer so. The woman asks Jesus, “How can you, a Jew, ask 
me, a Samaritan woman for a drink?” We’ve seen many times where Jesus bucked the trends and 
traditions of the people, and here he is doing it again as a single man talking to a single and 
Samaritan woman. A social taboo to be sure...  

Jesus then offers her water in return. Only this water that Jesus offers is different, it is living 
water, and this living water is the life of grace that flows from the Holy Spirit. The Lord tells the 
woman what she already knows about her sinful life, so that she can then discern the “other-
ness” of Jesus. She recognizes that there is something very different, and very special about this 
man. He gives her reason to reflect on her life up to this point, and it excites her in the extreme. 
She runs back to the town to tell the people there about Jesus and even gets them to come and 
see. This is the call we all have when we have that encounter with Jesus. He gives us the Good 
News, and we are called to tell others what we have encountered and bring them to him as “well.” 

 



ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

MARCH 20, 2022 

Fr. Peter Pilon, 
Pastor 

 
Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
Masses at St Theresa 
Saturday:  5:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am 
 Weekday Masses 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday :  8:00 am 
Wednesday & Friday:  7:00 am 

Confessions:  4:00 to 4:45 on Saturday 

Sun. Mar. 20 Third Sunday of Lent 
8:00 a.m. +Jerry Meyer by Jack & Kathy Cantlin 
Mon. Mar. 21  
8:00 a.m. +Fr. Dick Brunskill by Wilma Stillwell 
Tues. Mar. 22  
8:00 a.m. +Phyllis McConville  
 by Dick & Mary McConville 
Wed. Mar. 23 St. Turibius of Mogrovejo 
8:00 a.m. +Ellen Knaff by the Family of Ellen Knaff 
Thur. Mar. 24 St. Oscar Romero 
8:00 a.m. +Jerry Meyer by Don & Carol McLachlan 
5:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross 
Fri. Mar. 25 The Annunciation of the Lord 
7:00 a.m. +Joan Blum by Cindy Noll 
Sat. Mar. 26 St. Joseph 
5:00 p.m. +Parishioners 
Sun. Mar. 27 Third Sunday of Lent 
8:00 a.m. +Elsie Donato  
 by Dan & Joanne McConville 

Collection for March 13th 

Please drop a note in the collection basket if you 
need an end-of-year statement for your 
charitable contributions made in 2021. We will 
place the statements in the vestibule for you to 
pick up the following week. 

“Be gentle to all and stern 
with yourself.” 

-St. Teresa of Avila 

Easter Flowers 

Please use the Easter Flower Offering 
Envelope to donate for our Easter flowers 
this year. The envelopes need to be turned in 
by March 27th to have memorials listed in the 
Easter bulletin. Thank you for helping to make 
our church beautiful for Easter. 

Sunday Collection:  
Easter Flowers: 

Candles: 
Building & Grounds: 

Good Friday: 
Total: 

$1,907.97 
170.00 
53.05 

100.00 
      20.00 
$2,251.02 

PLEASE NOTE: 

THE SATURDAY LENTEN RETREAT HAS 

BEEN MOVED TO SATURDAY,  

APRIL 2ND AT PETERSTOWN.  

IT WILL STILL GO FROM 9 A.M. TO 11 A.M. 

Lector & Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion Schedule 

Saturday, March 26th           Sunday, March 27th 

Lector: Mary Corel            Lector: Diego Vazquez 

EMHC: Mary Sons         MHC: Paula Wold 



ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

MARCH 20, 2022 

Fr. Peter Pilon, 
Pastor 

 
Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
Masses at St Theresa 
Saturday:  5:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am 
 Weekday Masses 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday :  8:00 am 
Wednesday & Friday:  7:00 am 

Confessions:  4:00 to 4:45 on Saturday 

 A big thank you to our new altar servers, Jake Ramey and Everett Cantlin, who 
have stepped up to help Father Pilon and Father Windy during Masses. You and the 
other servers are appreciated by our church community and it has not gone 
unnoticed. 

 On Palm Sunday, April 10, St. Theresa will be serving Fellowship Breakfast 
for the first time since the pandemic has begun. We will be serving pancakes 
and sausage in the basement of the hall from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. Please join us 
inside for this fellowship. $8 for the breakfast. More information will follow… 

 There are several empty dishes that have been left in the basement from dinners. Please remember 
to head down and pick them up. 

 The next meeting of the Parish Activity Club will be Thursday, 
May 12 at 6:30 p.m. in the basement of the church. Please mark 
your calendar. We will be planning the next event. 

 Air Conditioner Project 
We have made our down payment for the three units in the basement and hope to have them 
installed by summer. Your generous donations and successful fundraisers have exceeded the cost of 
the air conditioners. The excess will be used for future projects. Thank you for building up St. 
Theresa Parish. 

2021 Annual Diocesan Appeal 

Thanks to all who have made a pledge to the Annual Diocesan Appeal. Currently, at St. Theresa, we have 
pledges of $18,322.00 toward our goal of $17,822.00 We have received pledge cards from 45 parishioners. 

A gift to the ADA, no matter how great or small can go a long way. A pledge of $10 or $20 a month can add up. 
Even a one-time gift is helpful. To those who have contributed, we are most grateful. If you have not yet made 
a gift to the ADA, we invite you to do so today. Every dollar raised too make our goal supports important 
diocesan services, and every dollar raised over our goal will be kept in the parish. 



Iglesia de la Santa Cruz 

Diócesis Católica de Peoria 
1010 Jefferson Street 
Mendota, Il. 61342 

Tel. 815 538-6151 Fax: 815 539-5014 

Párroco: Padre Pedro Pilon  Diáconos: José López y Héctor Díaz 
20 de Marzo 2022 

Tercer domingo de Cuaresma 

Lectores 
03/20 Evitelio y Leticia Guzma n  

03/27 Daniel y Leticia Angulo 

Intenciones 
03/20:  12 p.m. Feligreses 

03/27:  12 p.m. Antonio Arteaga y Enrique Escatel 

Si me preguntan: .'¿Cómo se llama?', ¿Qué les 

voy a decir? Dios respondió: “Yo soy el que 

soy”. 

(Éxodo 3, 13-14) 

Horario de las misas 

Domingo: 6:30 a.m. Holy Cross. /8am Earlville/ 

9am Ss. Peter and Paul. /10:30 a.m. Holy Cross/(ingle s) 

12 p.m. (español) 

Lunes: 8 a.m. Earlville 7 p.m. Holy Cross 

Martes: 7 a.m. Holy Cross/ 8 a.m. Earlville 8 a.m. 

Miércoles 7 a.m. Earlville/ 8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Jueves 7 a.m. Holy Cross / 8 a.m. Earlville 

Viernes 7 a.m. Earlville /8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Sábado 4 p.m. Holy Cross / 5 p.m. Earlville 

Bautismos, Bodas, o Quinceañeras 
Llamar a la Oficina 

Bodas antes de hacer preparaciones para una boda  
Llame a la oficina 6 a 8 meses antes de la boda 

Obligado a estar en casa si necesita que le llevemos 
la comunio n porque este enfermo por favor llame a la 
oficina 

Grupos de Oración:  
+Renovacio n Carisma tica: jueves a las 6- 8 pm 

Confesiones  
Sa bado – 2:30 pm—3:45 pm 

Jueves de 5 pm a 6 pm confesiones en espan ol 



$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  Mar.  12 1107 50.00 Barb Weber 

Sun. Mar.  13 0316 50.00 Jason Martin 

Mon. Mar.  14 2841 100.00 Joe & Diane Spanier 

Tue.  Mar.  15 1453 50.00 Connie Krzmarzick 

Wed. Mar.  16 1803 50.00 Ava Eddy 

Thur. Mar.  17 2829 50.00 Avery Wujek 

Fri.   Mar.  18 1773 50.00 Ruth Gambiani 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 

“The surest, easiest, shortest way 
is the Eucharist.” 

~ Pope St. Pius X 

Please call Karen Brandner,  
Chapel Coordinator, at 815.915.6635 

to sign up for your Holy Hour. 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS!!! 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT  

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Fuel 
Ash Wednesday 
First Offering 

Total 

For the 
Week of 

03/13/22 

 
 

$4,625.00 
200.00 
37.00 
20.00 
25.00 
10.00 

         20.00 
$4,937.25 

   Give God what is just, not just what is left! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 



“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross                                                        by Brian Corrigan 

what sin we have committed, no matter what offense 
against God we’ve done, He is ready to forgive us if we will 
only repent! Just as the One Creator has delivered the 
Israelites from slavery in only repent! Just as the One 
Creator has delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, 
so too will he deliver us from the slavery of sin. The 
Responsorial Psalm says it all, actually: The Lord is kind 
and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in kindness. 

Saint Paul’s letter to the Christians in Corinth shows God 
is kind and merciful, and He is also a God of justice. The 
very people who were brought out of slavery in Egypt con-
tinued in their sinful ways as they sojourned through the 
desert. They were struck down in the desert and were pre-
vented from reaching the promised land. These people 
who were struck down were among the very people who 
followed the cloud of smoke by day and pillar of fire by 
night, passed through the Red Sea, at the manna in the de-
sert and drank from the miraculous rock. After God pro-
vided all of that for them, still they persisted in their sin. 

Paul warns all Christians to take heed, as this punish-
ment was done because of the sinfulness of these particu-
lar Israelites, but also as an example for us, so that we 
might not stand too “secure” lest we fall as our Israelite an-
cestors did in the desert. 

Repent, says the Lord; 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

The parable Jesus tells about 
the fig tree is an example of a 
time of preparation, a time of 
repentance. 
The corollary is the three-year-
old tree has yet to produce any 
fruit. We are all familiar with 
the fruit metaphor as a repre-
sentation of our actions in ac-
cord with the will of God. Be-
cause the tree has not yielded 
any fruit in three years of grow-

ing, the landowner is prepared to give up on it and have it 
cut down so something productive can take its place. 

The gardener asks the landowner to give it one more 
year while he works on it and cultivates is to see if then it 
will bring forth fruit, and the landowner agrees to the 
terms. 

Are we, in our obstinance and our sinful ways like that 
barren fig tree? As Saint Paul warned the Corinthians, 
maybe we should check our security and see what fruit we 
are yielding. This is the time for us to ask the gardener to 
prune and cultivate our souls so that our harvest will be 
bountiful. 

“…if you do not repent, you will 

all perish…” (Luke 13:3). 

 epentance is the theme of today’s readings. Lent 
is a season given to us as a time of repentance, and 
so on this third Sunday we draw our focus to this 

central aspect of the Lenten season in which we are chal-
lenged to up our “Pray, Fast, and Give Alms” game.

Have you made a promise to God this year to abstain 
from something in your life that might otherwise draw 
your attention away from God? Are you sticking to that 
promise? The great thing about God and our subjection to 
Him is, He does not change. Yet, He created us with a free 
will that allows us to have the freedom to do that which is 
right and good, and also sometimes to choose those 
thoughts and actions which go against God’s will for our 
lives. Along with our free will is the ability to repent and 
feel sorrow for offending our Creator. 

We are unique among creation in that we have the abil-
ity to repent. This is why the [fallen] angels upon their crea-
tion and rejection of God and His love have condemned 
themselves for eternity. Angels have higher intellect than 
do humans—it is said that angels have complete 
knowledge, whereas humans do not; our knowledge has 
been darkened by (original, and then actual) sin, and possi-
bly by the fact that we are fleshly beings while the angels 
are pure spirit. So again, we must give thanks in our ability 
to repent, and do the necessary action of turning our 
hearts back to God, which is a good definition of repent-
ance. 

In our first reading from Exodus, we have the foreshad-
owing of the freedom God offers His chosen people to be 
delivered from the slavery they have been under for 430 
years. Why were they in the bonds of slavery for so long? 
Because of their sinfulness and unwillingness to listen to 
the prophets God sent them, thus exhibiting a stubborn-
ness and refusal to repent of their ways. 

The lesson for us with this reading is that no matter 

These things happened as 

examples for us, so that we 

might not desire evil things, 

as they did. 



“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross                                                        by Brian Corrigan 

librado a los israelitas de la esclavitud en Egipto, también  
nos librará a nosotros de la esclavitud del pecado. El Salmo 
Responsorial lo dice todo, en realidad: El Señor es bondado-
so y misericordioso, lento para la ira y grande en misericor-
dia. 

La carta de san Pablo a los cristianos de Corinto muestra 
que Dios es bondadoso y misericordioso, y también es un 
Dios de justicia. Las mismas personas que fueron sacadas 
de la esclavitud en Egipto continuaron en sus caminos peca-
minosos mientras viajaban por el desierto. Fueron abatidos 
en el desierto y se les impidió llegar a la tierra prometida. 
Estas personas que fueron derribadas estaban entre las 
mismas personas que siguieron la nube de humo de día y la 
columna de fuego de noche, cruzaron el Mar Rojo, en el ma-
ná en el desierto y bebieron de la roca milagrosa. Después 
de que Dios les proveyó todo eso, aun así persistieron en su 
pecado. 

Pablo advierte a todos los cristianos que tengan cuidado, 
ya que este castigo se hizo por la pecaminosidad de estos is-
raelitas en particular, pero también como un ejemplo para 
nosotros, para que no estemos demasiado 'seguros' para 
no caer como lo hicieron nuestros antepasados israelitas en 
el Desierto. 

Arrepentíos, dice el Señor; 

el reino de los cielos está cerca. 
La parábola que Jesús cuenta 
sobre la higuera es un ejemplo 
de un tiempo de preparación, 
un tiempo de arrepentimiento. 
El corolario es que el árbol de 
tres años aún no ha producido 
ningún fruto. Todos estamos fa-
miliarizados con la metáfora de 
la fruta como representación de 
nuestras acciones de acuerdo 
con la voluntad de Dios. Debido 
a que el árbol no ha dado nin-
gún fruto en tres años de creci-

miento, el terrateniente está dispuesto a renunciar a él y ha-
cer que lo talen para que algo productivo pueda ocupar su 
lugar. 

El jardinero le pide al terrateniente que le dé un año más 
mientras la trabaja y cultiva es para ver si luego da fruto, y el 
terrateniente accede a las condiciones. 

¿Somos nosotros, en nuestra obstinación y nuestros ca-
minos pecaminosos, como esa higuera estéril? Como advir-
tió san Pablo a los corintios, tal vez deberíamos comprobar 
nuestra seguridad y ver qué frutos estamos dando. Este es 
el momento para que le pidamos al jardinero que pode y 
cultive nuestras almas para que nuestra cosecha sea abun-
dante. 

“...si no os arrepentís, todos pereceréis…” 
(Lucas 13,3) 

 l arrepentimiento es el tema de las lecturas de 
hoy. La Cuaresma es un tiempo que se nos da como 
un tiempo de arrepentimiento, por lo que en este ter-

cer domingo nos enfocamos en este aspecto central del 
tiempo de Cuaresma en el que se nos desafía a mejorar 
nuestro juego de ‘Orar, ayunar y dar limosna’. 

¿Has hecho una promesa a Dios este año de abstenerte 
de algo en tu vida que de otro modo podría desviar tu aten-
ción de Dios? ¿Estás cumpliendo con esa promesa? Lo gran-
dioso de Dios y nuestra sujeción a Él es que Él no cambia. Sin 
embargo, Él nos creó con un libre albedrío que nos permite 
tener la libertad de hacer lo que es correcto y bueno, y tam-
bién, a veces, de elegir aquellos pensamientos y acciones 
que van en contra de la voluntad de Dios para nuestras vi-
das. Junto con nuestro libre albedrío está la capacidad de 
arrepentirnos y sentir dolor por ofender a nuestro Creador. 

Somos únicos entre la creación en que tenemos la capaci-
dad de arrepentirnos. Es por eso que los ángeles [caídos] en 
su creación y rechazo de Dios y Su amor se han condenado a 
sí mismos por la eternidad. Los ángeles tienen un intelecto 
superior al de los humanos; se dice que los ángeles tienen 
un conocimiento completo, mientras que los humanos no; 
nuestro conocimiento ha sido oscurecido por el pecado 
(original y luego actual), y posiblemente por el hecho de que 
somos seres carnales mientras que los ángeles son espíritu 
puro. Nuevamente, debemos dar gracias por nuestra capaci-
dad de arrepentirnos y hacer la acción necesaria de volver 
nuestros corazones a Dios, lo cual es una buena definición 
de arrepentimiento. 

En nuestra primera lectura de Éxodo, tenemos el presa-
gio de la libertad que Dios ofrece a su pueblo escogido para 
ser liberados de la esclavitud en la que han estado durante 
430 años. ¿Por qué estuvieron en los lazos de la esclavitud 
durante tanto tiempo? Debido a su pecaminosidad y falta de 
voluntad para escuchar a los profetas, Dios los envió, exhi-
biendo así terquedad y negativa a arrepentirse de sus cami-
nos. 

La lección para nosotros con esta lectura es que no im-
porta qué pecado hayamos cometido, no importa qué ofen-
sa hayamos cometido contra Dios, ¡Él está listo para perdo-
narnos si nos arrepentimos! Así como el Único Creador ha li-
brado a los israelitas de la esclavitud en Egipto, también nos 

Estas cosas sucedieron como 

ejemplos para nosotros, para 

que no codiciemos cosas malas 

como ellos. 





Save the date! 



The burning bush is bursting with fruit: the 

presence of God. Thus God commanded Moses, 

“Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place 

where you stand is holy ground.” On the other 

hand, the fig tree in full foliage is barren. That’s 

because fruitfulness depends on receiving nutrients 

from the “cultivated ground around it.” Saint Paul 

says, “Whoever thinks he is standing secure 

should take care not to fall.” If we live with our 

roots in the holy and fertile ground of the Church, 

God will make us secure and set us aflame with 

his life. 

Magnificat Magazine: Sunday, March 20, 2022  

Third Sunday in Lent 

 

 

 

If you are interested in Serving for Mass, Reading at 
Mass, or volunteering as an Usher or Greeter for 
Mass, please drop a note in the collection with your 
name, telephone number and Mass time preferences. 
Even if you volunteered before, please let us know if 
you wish to continue. 

Thank you and God bless.  Fr. Peter Pilon 

OPEN ADORATION HOURS 

Monday: 9-10 a.m., 10-11 a.m., 2-3 p.m. 

Tuesday: 2-3 p.m. 

Thursday: 9-10 a.m., 4-5 p.m. 

Friday: 3-4 p.m. 

To sign up for one of these hours, 

call Karen Brandner at 815.915.6635 

Zoom web address: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 9:00 a.m. Mass @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

 10:30 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 7:00 p.m. Mass  

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 11:30 a.m. Mass @ OSF St. Paul 

Ash Wed: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:15 a.m. School Mass 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

 5:00 p.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 5:30 p.m. Mass @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

 7:00 p.m. Mass en español 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

Fri: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass (8:15 when school is in session) 

Sat: 8:00 a.m. (First Saturday ONLY) 

 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 4:00 p.m. Confession @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

YEAR END TAX CONTRIBUTIONS 

To receive a copy of your year-end tax contributions, call 
or come to the Parish Office Monday through Wednes-
day between the hours of 8:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m. 

with the unflinching certainty 

that the Lord will see all our

affliction, our toil, and our op-

pression, and hear our cry



 

 

 

Our parish has a FORMED 

subscription! To set up your 

free account visit  

formed.org/signup  

and select our parish. 

What does it mean to say God is TRUTH? 
† What does it mean to say that God is truth? 
"God is light and in him is no darkness" (1 Jn 1:5). His Word 
is truth (Prov 8:7; 2 Sam 7:28), and his Law is truth (Ps 
119:142). Jesus himself vouches for God's truth by declaring 
before Pilate, "For this I was born, and for this I have come 
into the world, to bear witness to the truth" (Jn 18:37). 
The truth of God cannot be "proved" or subjected to empirical 
tests, since science cannot make him an object of investigation. 
And yet God subjects himself to a special sort of proof. We 
know that God is truth on the basis of the absolute credibility 
of Jesus. He is "the way, and the truth, and the life" (Jn 14:6). 
Anyone who enters into a relationship with him can find this 
out by putting it to the test. If God were not "true", then faith 
and reason could not have a dialogue with each other. An 
agreement is possible, however, because God is truth, and the 
truth is divine. (YOUCAT question 32) 
Dig Deeper: CCC section (214-217) and other references here. 

Knights of Columbus 

John F. Kennedy 

Council 2090 

Come and See! Scan the QR Code and 

become a member of the Knights of Columbus! 



 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Cheyanne Jones! 
Daughter of  

Rebecca and Christian Jones,  
who was Baptized on March 6,  

by Fr. Jeff 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations  
to the Holy Cross School 

students who made their First 
Confessions! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

These are the steps to using the parish’s subscription to Formed.org: 

1. Go to https://formed.org on your web browser 

2. Click on the “SIGN UP” button 



3. Select “Sign up as a parishioner” 
4. You will then come to a screen that says “Create a  

New Account” 
5. Where it says, “Find your Parish or Organization,”  

type in “Holy Cross Mendota”  

6. Select the one that shows the address as “1010 Jefferson Street” 
7. Click on the “Next” button 
8. Type in your name and email address 
9. Click on “Sign Up” 
10.It should then take you to the Formed home page 
11.Each time you log on, it will ask for your email address; you will then need to check your 

inbox and click on the link they send you to access the site and start watching. 
12.It is very easy to get to the site, and once you are there, we encourage you to peruse all of 

the offerings on the site; you will find other studies, eBooks and audio books, movies, 
videos for faith formation for all ages, and so much more! 

13.To view the “Into His Likeness” parish Lenten study, you can either: 
a. Click on the purple “Lent” button and scroll down until you see the study, or 
b. Click on the magnifying glass search feature and type “Into His Likeness” into the 

space that will open up, or 
c. Scroll down to the “Lent” category and scroll to the right, if necessary until you find the 

study, or 
d. Scroll further down the page until you find the “Faith Formation” category, and select 

the study from there.  



 
Into His Likeness 

In the ancient disciple-rabbi relationship, 
the disciple would follow the rabbi so 
closely that he would be covered in the 
dust kicked up from his rabbi’s feet. 
Thousands of years later, though we walk 
on roads of pavement and not dust, we are 
still called to be disciples – to follow our 
Rabbi, Jesus Christ, so closely that we are 
covered with his life, changed, and made 
new. 

But this transformation in Christ doesn’t happen overnight. In this series, Edward Sri 
reminds us of two basic truths: First, (A) The truth of our high calling – we are called to be 
perfected in God’s love and transformed in Christ. Living as a disciple is all about the 
process of getting from A to B. 

We are reminded that the saints were not always perfect, but works in progress – just think 
of Matthew the tax collector, Paul the persecutor of Christians, and Peter the denier of 
Christ. Edward Sri reminds us that the earliest disciples are models not of perfections but of 
a process. And it’s that process that Jesus wants to reproduce in our lives today. 

Do you sense that movement in you – that desire to go deeper in your relationship with 
Christ? Do you have a longing to follow Jesus more closely, to be transformed by him? Do 
you notice a stirring inside, a longing to love God with all your heart, but feel unsure what 
steps to take next? 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, know that God is the one who has put those 
yearnings in your soul. He has already given you the heart of a disciple. This series simply 
aims to help you follow those initial promptings of the Holy Spirit so that you may more 
intentionally encounter Jesus anew each day and be more disposed to the power of his 
grace molding you, transforming you ever more into his likeness. 

Be sure to visit our parish website at https://
mendotacatholic.org for more great information and resources to 
help take you deeper into your faith! 



 

† Please pray for Rick, seventy-something cousin  

of Holy Cross parishioners who has been diagnos- 

ed with pancreatic cancer. He reports that he is still in good 

spirits, and he was actually relieved to finally find out what 

was wrong. The cancer remains localized. Pray for Rick, his 

family and his team of care-givers. 

† Continued prayer for a young man with a blood disorder; 

for strength, rest, peace and comfort. Also for normal 

results with continued testing and for wisdom and 

knowledge for the team of doctors, so they can reach a 

definitive diagnosis. 

† From Hope Life Center: 

Sairah is an expecting mom, with a newborn and limited 

support, and she is contemplating abortion. Pray that God 

would provide peace, comfort and strength to her in the 

time of waiting before her next appointment with us. 

*Remember, if you have prayer intentions, please 

call Nancy Kaiser at 815.539.6656. You can also 

sign up to get them immediately as they come in by 

joining the Prayer Chain on Flocknote. Call the 

parish office for more information. 

DON’T BE CONFUSED! 
There are two separate events being offered by Fr. Jeff 
this Lent; there is a four-week study entitled Into His 
Likeness that is taking place on Tuesday evenings at 
Peterstown, and on Wednesday morning at Earlville. 

There is also the Mini-Retreat that is being offered on 
Monday, March 28 at 6 p.m. at Earlville, and on 
Saturday, April 2nd at Peterstown at 9 a.m. (this is 
a new date). 

Please continue to call the Parish Office and say which 
event you are signing up for, or if you are signing up 
for both. There is plenty of room at either location, so 
please plan to attend one or both of these great 
Lenten opportunities! 

Sign up today for daily reflection 
Best Lent Ever 2.0 

Dynamiccatholic.com 

PLEASE NOTE: 

THE SATURDAY LENTEN RETREAT HAS BEEN 
MOVED TO SATURDAY, APRIL 2ND, 

AT PETERSTOWN FROM 9 AM TO 11 AM. 

 

Lenten Rules for Fasting & Abstinence 

Lent is the principle season of penance in the Christian year. Priests, religious, and the laity are strongly urged to 

develop and follow a program of voluntary self-denial, attentiveness to prayer, and especially to works of charity 

and mercy. In the United States, the rules for fasting and abstinence during Lent are as follows: 

Everyone 14 years of age and older is bound to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent, 

and on Good Friday. Everyone 18 and older, and under 59 years of age, is bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and 

Good Friday. On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, only one full meatless meal is allowed. Two other meatless 

meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken according to each one’s needs, but together they should not 

equal another full meal. Eating between meals is not permitted, but liquids, including milk and fruit juices, are 

allowed. When health of ability to work would be seriously affected, the law does not oblige. 

To disregard completely the law of fast and abstinence is a serious matter. May our Lenten journey bring us 

closer to the Cross and our Resurrected Savior. 



Great News! 
If you, or someone you know, is struggling with forming 
a daily prayer routine, look no further, because Hallow is 
here to help! You can add the app to your smart phone 
for free! 

Use this code to access the full platform of all Hallow has 
to offer for a free three-month trial: 
https://hallow.com/share/RPEW5C  
*Note: this link works for account creation on a web browser 
only (as opposed to creating an account in the app)* 

**Note: this code will not work if someone already is a 
Hallow Plus subscriber or if they already did a free trial of 
Hallow*  

2021 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 

Thanks to all who have made a pledge to the Annual 
Diocesan Appeal. Currently, at Holy Cross we have 
pledges of $36,944.00 toward our goal of $53,309.00. We 
have received pledge cards from 145 parishioners. 

A gift to the ADA, no matter how great or small, can go a 
long way. A pledge of $10 or $20 a month can add up. 
Even a one-time gift is helpful. To those who have 
contributed, we are most grateful. If you have not yet 
made a gift to the ADA, we invite you to do so today. 
Every dollar raised to make our goal supports important 
diocesan services and every dollar raised over our goal 
will be kept in the parish. 

“Add a supernatural motive to  

your ordinary professional  

work, and you will have  

sanctified it.” 

~ St. Josemaría Escriva 

Founder of Opus Dei 

In-Person Grief Groups 
The grief groups will be held at two OSF Hospitals: 

OSF Saint Elizabeth Medical Center, in Ottawa, IL, from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. the first and third Tuesday of every month. 

OSF Saint Paul Medical Center in Mendota, IL, from 4:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. the second and fourth Thursday of every month. 

We will continue to maintain a safe 6’ distance and 
masks will be required to enter the hospital. 

Anyone is allowed to come to any or all meetings they would 
like to. 

If you have questions, contact Kathy Steinz, OSF HealthCare, 
Bereavement Coordinator/Grief Group Support,  
(815) 343-5891 

Our Evangelization team is on the 
move! Our meetings have gone from 
Thursday afternoons to Tuesday 
evenings to (now) Tuesday 
afternoons. We pray the 
rosary in community 
before our meetings 
and any/all 
parishioners are 
welcome to join in! 

Please feel free to 
join us in the church to 
pray the Sorrowful 
Mysteries of the rosary at 
3:30 p.m. on Tuesday 
afternoons in the 
church. 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, MARCH 20, 2022 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 



LENT 2022  PRAY  FAST  SERVE 
There will be two opportunities offered for a Lenten four week 
study program with Fr. Jeff. Beginning on Tuesday, March 8 at 
6 p.m. at Ss. Peter & Paul, or on Wednesday, March 9 at 9 a.m. 
at St. Theresa Into His Likeness will be presented. Please call 
the Holy Cross parish office if you are interested in attending. 
Next week’s bulletin will include a calendar including all the 
events, liturgies, opportunities to increase in holiness. 

Consider signing up for one of these ideas as an 
enhancement to your Lenten practice this year…  

Sign up today for “Best Lent Ever 2.0” daily reflections at:  
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/lent.html 

Relevant Radio 40 Lenten Lessons on the Mass: 
Learn it. Live it. Love it. Even more! (activehosted.com) 

 #PRAY40 
Ash Wednesday 2022 - The First Day of Lent | Hallow App  

INTO HIS LIKENESS on FORMED.org ~ Lenten Study led by Fr. Jeff 

Into His Likeness - FORMED  

THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Plan to attend and pray the Stations 
of the Cross at 5 p.m. on Thursdays 
at St. Theresa, or 5 p.m. Fridays at  
Holy Cross. This could be something 
for the whole family to do together. 

Prayer to Saint Joseph 
To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our tribulation, 
and having implored the help of your most holy Spouse, 
we confidently invoke your patronage also. 

Through that charity which bound you to the 
Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through the 
paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, 
we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance 
which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, and with 
your power and strength to aid us in our necessities. 

O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the 
chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most loving father, 
ward off from us every contagion of error and 
corrupting influence; O our most mighty protector, be 
kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle with 
the power of darkness. 

As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, 
so now protect God’s Holy Church from the snares of 
the enemy and from all adversity; shield too, each one 
of us by your constant protection, so that, supported by 
your example and your aid, we may be able to live 
piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal 
happiness in heaven. Amen. 

OSF Medical Group - Family Medicine 
1405 E 12th St. | Suite 600 1404 Washington Street 
Mendota, IL | (815) 538-7200 Mendota, IL | (815) 538-1825 

  

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT  

The 2022 Daily Dollars are here! 
~ A great gift-giving idea ~ 

A chance to win money and help our school! 




