


HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, JULY 10, 2022 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, July 10th 15th Sunday in O.T. 
6:30 a.m. Parishioners 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Elsie Donato                      

by Dan & Joanne McConville 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Darlene Burke            

by Altar Society 
10:30 a.m. +Ben Bokus by Mike & Kaela Bokus Family 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - +Perfecto Espinoza            

por Esposa y Familia 
Monday, July 11th St. Benedict 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: Special Intentions                 

of Dick & Mary McConville 
7:00 p.m. +Danny Arredondo by Grieving Parents 
Tuesday, July 12th  
7:00 a.m. +Jason Bonnell by Wujek Family 

8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Leo (Bud) Kelly 
11:30 a.m. Mass at OSF St. Paul: Special Intention 
Wednesday, July 13th St. Henry 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Virginia McLachlan                  

by Marie Cantlin 
8:00 a.m. +Audrey Prokuski by Ellen Jones 
12 p.m.—1 p.m. — Confessions  
Thursday, July 14th St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
7:00 a.m. +Brian Jones by Hector & Maria Arredondo 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Kevin Corrigan                   

by Mrs. Judy Thomas 
5 p.m.—6 p.m. — Confessions  
Friday, July 15th St. Bonaventure 
7:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: +Clifford Sondgeroth             

by Steve & Lynn Siska 
8:00 a.m. +Karen Zolper by Her Family 
Saturday, July 16th Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
2:30 p.m. Confessions 
4:00 p.m. +Florence Kuebel by Family 
5:00 p.m. @St. Theresa: +Deceased Members             

of the Kelly Family 
Sunday, July 17th 16th Sunday in O.T. 
6:30 a.m. +Clarence & Lucille Wenzel by Family 
8:00 a.m. @St. Theresa: Russell & Beth Wackerlin in 

Celebration of their 39th Wedding Anniversary 
9:00 a.m. @Ss. Peter & Paul: +Jane Kuczek               

by Altar Society 
10:30 a.m. +Parishioners 
12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish - +Leopoldo, Perfecto, y María 

de Jesús Covarrubias 

Fr. Pilon’s Masses will continue to be live streamed via 
the Zoom connection we have been using. 

Here is the link for the Zoom site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Meeting ID: 913 805 0856 
Password: 811195 

Please help spread the word so all of our parishioners 

are aware of this new development. The link, ID, and 

Password are the same for all of the Masses. If there 

are any questions, Fr. Pilon may be reached by email 

at: frppilon@holycrossmendota.com 

Lector’s Schedule 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, July 16 N. Goble 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, July 17 R. Arteaga 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, July 17 G. Krenz 

4:00 p.m. Saturday, July 23 T. Leffelman 

6:30 a.m. Sunday, July 24 J. Kahl 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, July 24 M. Heitmann 

If you would like to be a Lector for our weekend Masses, 
please contact the parish office, or email: 
briancorriganhcdre@gmail.com or mlflahive53@comcast.net 

SOWING SEEDS OF FAITH. . .  

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH 

IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING. 

MAY THE LORD BLESS 

YOUR GENEROSITY! 



Miracle Prayer to Saint Benedict 
Admirable Saint and Doctor of humility, 
you practiced what you taught, 
assiduously praying for God’s glory 
and lovingly fulfilling all work for God 
and the benefit of all human beings. 
You know the many physical dangers 
that surround us today, 
often caused or occasioned by 
human inventions. 
Guard us against poisoning of 
the body 
as well as of mind and soul, 
and thus be a truly “Blessed 
on for us.” 
Amen. 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sun. July 10 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 a.m. +Darlene Burke by Altar Society 

Sun. July 17 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 a.m. +Jane Kuczek by Altar Society 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 

Lector 
Sun. July 17 Karen Stremlau 

Sat.  July   02 3201 50.00 Diane Henkel 

Sun. July   03 2121 50.00 Ronald Siemers 

Mon. July   04 3066 500.00 Ron & Kay Brunoehler 

Tue.  July   05 2741 50.00 Jason Engels 

Wed. July   06 2605 50.00 Linda Beattie 

Thur. July   07 0081 50.00 Cory Biers 

Fri.   July   08 3279 50.00 Ellyn Schmidt 

 

Collection for July 3, 2022 

Sunday Collection: 
Peter’s Pence: 

TOTAL: 

$1,644.00 
        150.00 

$1,794.00 

 Please join us for a 

90
th
 Birthday 

Celebration honoring 

Juanita Sondgeroth 

An Open House will be held on July 10th 

at the Mendota Elks Club, from 1p. to 4p. 

Help us spread the word  -  Please share 

with anyone that might want to celebrate 

with the Birthday Girl! 

No Gifts, Please 



ST THERESA, EARLVILLE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PEORIA 

JULY 10, 2022 

Fr. Peter Pilon, 
Pastor 

 
Fr. Jeff Windy, 
Parochial Vicar 

 
Masses at St Theresa 
Saturday:  5:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am 
 Weekday Masses 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday :  8:00 am 
Wednesday & Friday:  7:00 am 

Confessions:  4:00 to 4:45 on Saturday 

Sun. July 10 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. +Elsie Donato by Dan & Joanne McConville 

Mon. July 11 Saint Benedict 

8:00 a.m. Special Intentions                                 

of Dick & Mary McConville 

Tues. July 12  

8:00 a.m. +Leo (Bud) Kelly 

Wed. July 13 Saint Henry 

7:00 a.m. +Virginia McLachlan by Marie Cantlin 

Thur. July 14 Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 

8:00 a.m. +Kevin Corrigan by Mrs. Judy Thomas 

Fri. July 15 Saint Bonaventure 

7:00 a.m. +Clifford Sondgeroth                              

by Steve & Lynn Siska 

Sat. July 16 Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

5:00 p.m. +Deceased Members of the Kelly Family 

Sun. July 17 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. +Russell & Beth Wackerlin in Celebration 

of their 39th Wedding Anniversary 

Collection for July 3rd 

Sunday Collection: 
Food Pantry: 

Peter’s Pence: 
Total: 

$1,968.00 
105.00 

     5.00 
$2,078.00 

Prayer to Our Lady of Mount Carmel  - Never known to fail 

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mount Carmel, 
fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven. 

Blessed Mother of the Son of God; Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity 

Oh, Star of the Sea, help me and show me  
you are my Mother. 

Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
Queen of Heaven and Earth, 

I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my 
heart to succor me in my necessity  

(Mention your request here) 
Oh, Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us 

who have recourse to thee (3 times) 
There are none that can withstand your power. 

Holy Mary, I place this prayer in your hands  
(3 times) 
Amen. 

This prayer is never known to fail,  
and is to be said for 3 consecutive days. 

Lector & Extraordinary Minister  
of Holy Communion Schedule 

Saturday, July 16th     Sunday, July 17th 

Lector: Lisa Harness     Lector: Wally Cwikla 

EMHC: Deacon          EMHC: Deacon 

Dear St. Theresa Catholic Church, 

Thank you so much for your generous gift toward Helping 
Hands. Your gift will make it possible for needy families to 
get help. Thanks again. 

Sincerely.  
Earlville Lions Club 

Please mark your calendar!!! BLOOD DRIVE will be Thursday 

August 25 from 1 to 6 pm at the Immanuel Lutheran Church 

on East St in Earlville.    Please make an appointment. If you 

need help, let me know about what time and I can do it for 

you. Mary Sons 815-414-3241 



Iglesia de la Santa Cruz 

Diócesis Católica de Peoria 
1010 Jefferson Street 
Mendota, Il. 61342 

Tel. 815 538-6151 Fax: 815 539-5014 

Párroco: Padre Pedro Pilon  Diáconos: José López y Héctor Díaz 
10 de Julio 2022 

Decimoquinto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

Horario de las misas 

Domingo: 6:30 a.m. Holy Cross. /8am St. Teresa/ 

9am Ss. Peter and Paul. /10:30 a.m. Holy Cross/(ingle s) 

12 p.m. (español) 

Lunes: 8 a.m. Earlville 7 p.m. Holy Cross 

Martes: 7 a.m. Holy Cross/ 8 a.m. St. Teresa 8 a.m. 

Miércoles 7 a.m. Earlville/ 8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Jueves 7 a.m. Holy Cross / 8 a.m. St. Teresa 

Viernes 7 a.m. Earlville /8 a.m. Holy Cross 

Sábado 4 p.m. Holy Cross / 5 p.m. St. Teresa 

Bautismos, Bodas, o Quinceañeras 
Llamar a la Oficina 

Bodas antes de hacer preparaciones para una boda  
Llame a la oficina 6 a 8 meses antes de la boda 

Obligado a estar en casa si necesita que le llevemos 
la comunio n porque este enfermo por favor llame a la 
oficina 

Grupos de Oración:  
+Renovacio n Carisma tica: jueves a las 6- 8 pm 

Confesiones  
Sa bado – 2:30 pm—3:45 pm 

Jueves de 5 pm a 6 pm confesiones en espan ol 

Lectores 
07/10 Estela Lo pez y Norma Chicas 
07/17 Jesu s y Rau l Dí az  

Intenciones para Misa 
07/10:  12 p.m. +Perfecto Espinoza por Esposa y Familia 
07/17:  12 p.m. +Leopoldo, Perfecto, Marí a de Jesu s 

Covarrubias 

Se acercó a la víctima, derramó aceite 

y vino sobre sus heridas y las vendó. 

Luego lo 

levantó 

sobre su 

propio 

animal, lo 

llevó a una 

posada y lo 

cuidó. 

~Lucas 10,34 



$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.  July   02 3201 50.00 Diane Henkel 

Sun. July  03 2121 50.00 Ronald Siemers 

Mon. July   04 3066 500.00 Ron & Kay Brunoehler 

Tue. July  05 2741 50.00 Jason Engels 

Wed. July   06 2605 50.00 Linda Beattie 

Thur. July  07 0081 50.00 Cory Biers 

Fri.   July   08 3279 50.00 Ellyn Schmidt 

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 

“In one day the Eucharist will make you 

produce more for the glory of  God than a 

whole lifetime without it.”  

~ St. Peter Julian Eymard 

Please call Karen Brandner,  
Chapel Coordinator, at 815.915.6635 

to sign up for your Holy Hour. 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Peter’s Pence 

Total 

For the 
Week of 

07/03/22 

 
 

$6,026.75 
209.00 
106.00 
40.00 

       7.00 
$6,388.75 

   Give God what is just, not just what is left! 

We are now at: https://mendotacatholic.org/ 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS!!! 

They make our bulletin possible. 

  

 

 

 

“Mendota’s hometown  newspaper!” 

703 Illinois Ave., Mendota 

815-539-9396 



If you are interested in Serving for Mass, Reading 

at Mass, or volunteering as an Usher or Greeter 

for Mass, please drop a note in the collection with 

your name, telephone number, the ministry in 

which you would like to take part, and your Mass 

time preference(s). Even if you volunteered before, 

please let us know if you wish to continue. 

Thank you and God bless. 

Fr. Peter Pilon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Cleaning Help Needed 

We would like to have some new volunteers to help 
with light cleaning duties in the church. 
You can choose which area and/or job that you 
prefer to clean. It would only be for about an hour 
once a week for a month. 
Cleaning begins after the 7 a.m. Mass on Thursdays. 
If you are interested, please call (815) 539-7682. 
Thank you very much! 

SAINT KATERI TEKAKWITHA PRAYER 

Loving God, 
we celebrate Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, 

“Lily of the Mohawks” as one of Your Son’s 

most faithful followers. 
Help us to turn away all evil 

and walk in her footsteps, 

sharing our love and concern with others. 
Let us revere Your mystical presence 

in the poor and suffering as did she. 

Through Kateri’s powerful intercession, 

we confidently ask You to grant us 
this special favor we ask for in her name 

(mention your intention). 

Share Your healing and peace 
especially with family, friends, and the sick, 

whom we commend to Your loving care. 

We ask this through Your Crucified and Risen Son,  
our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Eternal Word, Who lives with You 

forever and ever. 
Amen. 

“An hour of study, for the modern  

apostle, is an hour of prayer.” 

~ St. Josemaría Escrivá,  

Founder of Opus Dei 

In-Person Grief Groups 
The grief groups will be held at two OSF Hospitals: 

OSF Saint Elizabeth Medical Center, in Ottawa, IL, from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. the first and third Tuesday of every month. 

OSF Saint Paul Medical Center in Mendota, IL, from 4:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. the second and fourth Thursday of every month. 

We will continue to maintain a safe 6’ distance and 
masks will be required to enter the hospital. 

Anyone is allowed to come to any or all meetings they would 
like to. 

If you have questions, contact Kathy Steinz, OSF HealthCare, 
Bereavement Coordinator/Grief Group Support,  
(815) 343-5891 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, JULY 10, 2022 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

Our Evangelization team is on the 
move! Our meetings have gone from 
Thursday afternoons to Tuesday 
evenings to (now) Tuesday 
afternoons. We pray the 
rosary in community 
before our meetings 
and any/all 
parishioners are 
welcome to join in! 

Please feel free to 
join us in the church to 
pray the Sorrowful 
Mysteries of the rosary at 
3:30 p.m. on Tuesday 
afternoons in the 
church. 



“Like”         us on                      at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross           by Brian Corrigan 

“If only you 
would heed the voice of the Lord, your God, 
and keep his commandments and statutes 

that are written in this book of the law, when you return 
to the Lord, your God, with all your heart and all your 
soul.” Our Gospel selection for today begins similarly, with a 
legal (meaning Torah—the law of Moses) scholar asking a 
question the answer of which leads back to the law that is be-
ing referenced by Moses in the first reading. This leads to 
Jesus giving one of his most familiar parables, that of the 
Good Samaritan. 

A close look at the image above shows the priest in the 
distance, the Levite close-by on the road reading a scroll of 
the law. Both have obviously passed the wounded man with-
out providing any aid. The Samaritan is shown tending the 
wounds of the man. 

There is a book written by Louis Evely, an English monk, 
entitled “That Man Is You.” The title of the book comes from 
the passage in 2 Samuel 12 in which Nathan, the prophet tells 
David a story of a man who had gravely sinned, and when 
David considered the story, he was incensed and said the 
man in the story should be killed for what he did. Nathan re-
plied to the king, “That man is you!” This was after David had 
committed his own grave sins involving Bathsheba and Uriah. 
Now the parable of the Good Samaritan, much like the para-
ble of the Prodigal Son, invites us to consider which person in 
the story we can most closely identify with. Are you like the 
priest who passed by going so far as to even cross to the oth-

er side of the road; are you like the Levite who also took to 
the other side to pass by without coming near the wounded 
man? Maybe you identify with the Samaritan because you are 
willing to give help where help is needed. 

There have been many theories about why the priest and 
the Levite passed by without giving aid. This is what we know 
from the context of the story. The man who was beaten and 
nearly killed was coming from Jerusalem, which indicates he 
was a Hebrew. We don’t know anything at all of whom the 
robbers were. We know that the priest and the Levite were 
also Hebrews, and so were countrymen of the beaten man. 
The Samaritan on the other hand was not only not a country-
man of the wounded man, but he was someone who would 
have been despised and hated by the Israelites. Yet this is the 
man who stops to give aid and comfort. 

There is a really interesting back-story to this relationship 
between the first-century Israelites and the Samaritans, but 
that takes up too much of our “real estate” here. We have a 
better point to consider, based on today’s readings. 

The message of the parable is one of repentance, atone-
ment, love of neighbor and love of enemy. The discussion on 
the topic between Jesus and the scholar of the law begins by 
the scholar asking “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
Jesus turns the question back to the scholar and asks him 
how he reads what is written in the law. Jesus is then asked 
“Who is my neighbor?” Jesus responds with the parable… 

We should understand that the law being cited here by the 
scholar is only the second half of the verse that applies to 
who is defined as “neighbor”? The scholar says “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” The full verse reads: 
“Take no revenge and cherish no grudge against your 
own people. You shall love your neighbor as yourself. I 
am the Lord.” So you see, properly understood, the beaten 
man in the story is a countryman and neighbor of both, the 
priest and the Levite. Yet they offer no aid. There is the sin… 

The Samaritan, who is hated and despised by the Jews is 
not a countryman, and thus not a neighbor as defined in the 
law, and yet he is the one who stops, gives aid and goes so far 
as to put the man on his own animal and take him to an inn 
where he can convalesce. 

There is very hard work ahead for us who claim to be dis-
ciples of Christ, and truly want to follow that narrow road. 
We are in a time of deep division that is growing wider and 
deeper, seemingly with each passing day. Who is your neigh-
bor? To whom can you give necessary aid? Can we bite the 
bullet, repent, and “heed the voice of the Lord, our God”? It 
requires us to share the Good News of Christ, which gives 
hope to the hopeless and despairing. It spreads the love of 
God into the world, and brings the kingdom closer yet. Saint 
Teresa of Kolkata said, “I can do things you cannot, you can 
do things I cannot; together we can do great things.” 



fiques con el samaritano porque esta s dispuesto a ayudar donde 
se necesita ayuda. 
Ha habido muchas teorí as sobre por que  el sacerdote y el levi-

ta pasaron sin prestar ayuda. Esto es lo que sabemos por el con-
texto de la historia. El hombre que fue golpeado y casi asesinado 
vení a de Jerusale n, lo que indica que era hebreo. No sabemos 
nada de quie nes fueron los ladrones. Sabemos que el sacerdote 
y el levita tambie n eran hebreos, al igual que los compatriotas 
del golpeado. El samaritano, por otro lado, no solo no era un 
compatriota del hombre herido, sino que era alguien que habrí a 
sido despreciado y odiado por los israelitas. Sin embargo, este 
es el hombre que se detiene para brindar ayuda y consuelo. 
Hay una historia de fondo realmente interesante para esta re-

lacio n entre los israelitas del primer siglo y los samaritanos, pe-
ro eso ocupa demasiado de nuestro “bienes raí ces” aquí . Tene-
mos un mejor punto a considerar, basado en las lecturas de hoy. 
El mensaje de la para bola es de arrepentimiento, expiacio n, 

amor al pro jimo y amor al enemigo. La discusio n sobre el tema 
entre Jesu s y el erudito de la ley comienza cuando el erudito 
pregunta '¿Que  debo hacer para heredar la vida eterna?' Jesu s le 
devuelve la pregunta al erudito y le pregunta co mo lee lo que 
esta  escrito en la ley. Entonces se le pregunta a Jesu s “¿Quie n es 
mi pro jimo?” Jesu s responde con la para bola… 
Debemos entender que la ley que el erudito cita aquí  es solo la 

segunda mitad del versí culo que se aplica a quie n se define co-
mo 'pro jimo'. El erudito dice: “Amara s a tu pro jimo como a ti 
mismo”. El versí culo completo dice: “No os vengue is ni guarde is 
rencor contra vuestro propio pueblo. Amara s a tu pro jimo como 
a ti mismo. Yo soy el Sen or.” Así  que, entendido correctamente, 
el hombre golpeado en la historia es un hombre del campo y ve-
cino de ambos, el sacerdote y el levita. Sin embargo, no ofrecen 
ayuda. Ahí  esta  el pecado… 
El samaritano, que es odiado y despreciado por los judí os, no 

es un compatriota y, por lo tanto, no es un pro jimo tal como lo 
define la ley, y sin embargo es el que se detiene, ayuda y llega a 
dejar al hombre solo. animal y llevarlo a una posada donde pue-
da recuperarse. 
Hay un trabajo muy duro por delante para nosotros que afir-

mamos ser discí pulos de Cristo, y realmente queremos seguir 
ese camino angosto. Estamos en un momento de profunda divi-
sio n que se hace cada vez ma s amplia y profunda, aparentemen-
te con cada dí a que pasa. ¿Quie n es tu pro jimo? ¿A quie n pode is 
dar la ayuda necesaria? ¿Podemos morder la bala, arrepentirnos 
y “escuchar la voz del Sen or, nuestro Dios”? Nos exige compartir 
la Buena Nueva de Cristo, que da esperanza a los desesperanza-
dos y desesperanzados. Esparce el amor de Dios en el mundo y 
acerca au n ma s el reino. Santa Teresa de Kolkata dijo: “Yo pue-
do hacer cosas que tu  no puedes, tu  puedes hacer cosas que yo 
no puedo; Juntos podemos hacer grandes cosas.' 

“Like” us on  at http://www.facebook.com/MendotaHolyCross                                            by Brian Corrigan 

 uestras lecturas de hoy comienzan con Moises 
dirigiéndose a la gente diciendo: “Ojalá escuches 
la voz del Señor, tu Dios, y guardes sus mandamien-

tos y estatutos que están escritos en este libro de la ley, 
cuando te vuelvas al Señor, tu Dios, con todo tu corazón y 
con toda tu alma.” Nuestra seleccio n del Evangelio de hoy co-
mienza de manera similar, con un erudito legal (es decir, la 
Tora , la ley de Moise s) que hace una pregunta cuya respuesta 
lleva a la ley a la que hace referencia Moise s en la primera lec-
tura. Esto lleva a Jesu s a dar una de sus para bolas ma s familia-
res, la del Buen Samaritano. 

Una mirada cercana a la imagen de arriba muestra al sacerdo-
te en la distancia, el levita de cerca en el camino leyendo un rollo 
de la ley. Obviamente, ambos han pasado al herido sin prestar 
ninguna ayuda. Se muestra al samaritano atendiendo las heridas 
del hombre. 
Hay un libro escrito por Louis Evely, un monje ingle s, titulado 

“Ese hombre eres tu ”. El tí tulo del libro proviene del pasaje de 2 
Samuel 12 en el que el profeta Nata n le cuenta a David la historia 
de un hombre que habí a pecado gravemente, y cuando David 
considero  la historia, se indigno  y dijo que el hombre de la histo-
ria deberí a ser asesinado por lo que hizo. Nata n respondio  al 
rey: “Ese hombre eres tu ”. Esto fue despue s de que David come-
tio  sus propios pecados graves relacionados con Betsabe  y Urí as. 
Ahora, la para bola del buen samaritano, al igual que la para bola 
del hijo pro digo, nos invita a considerar con que  persona de la 
historia nos podemos identificar ma s de cerca. ¿Eres como el sa-
cerdote que paso  yendo tan lejos como para cruzar al otro la-
do del camino; ¿Eres tu  como el levita que tambie n paso  al 
otro lado para pasar sin llegar al herido? Tal vez te identi- 



 

 

 

Our parish has a FORMED 

subscription! To set up your 

free account visit  

formed.org/signup  

and select our parish. 

Why did God Create Man Male and Female? 
† Why did God create man male and female? 
God, who is love and the archetype of community, created man 
male and female so that together they might be an image of his 
nature. 
God made man in such a way that he is male or female and longs 
for fulfillment and completion in an encounter with the opposite 
sex. Men and women have absolutely the same dignity, but in the 
creative development of their masculinity and femininity they give 
expression to different aspects of God's perfection. God is not male 
or female, but he has shown himself to be both fatherly (Lk 6:36) 
and motherly (Is 66:13). In the love of man and woman, especially 
in the community of marriage, in which man and woman become 
"one flesh" (Gen 2:24), people are privileged to sense something of 
the happiness of the union with God in which every man finds his 
ultimate wholeness. Just as God's love is faithful, so also their love 
seeks to be faithful; and it is creative, as God is, because from 
marriage new life comes forth. (YOUCAT question 64) 
Dig Deeper: CCC section (369-373) and other references here. 

Knights of Columbus 

John F. Kennedy 

Council 2090 

Save this date: July 30, 2022 
The Knights of Columbus, in cooperation 
with the Mendota Elks Club will be 
hosting a BBQ Grilled Pork Chop 
& Boiled Fresh Sweet Corn Dinner 
to benefit the cause of Life. 
Serving from 4 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
*Free soft drinks and ice cream 
treats will also be provided.  
C’mon out and enjoy a great meal and 
support a great cause! 

Not a member yet?  
Scan the QR Code 
and become a member of the 
Knights of Columbus! 



Magnificat Magazine: Sunday, July 10, 2022  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Benedict 
Born around the year 480, Benedict lived during what is of-
ten called the Dark Ages, the period of devastation follow-
ing the overthrow of the Roman Empire. He started his 
studies in Rome, but after a time sought solitary prayer in a 
cave near Subiaco, Italy. In 529, he went to Monte Cassino, 
near Naples. On this high, rocky fastness the first Benedic-
tine abbey rose. Benedict died around the year 550. In 
1964, Pope Paul VI declared him patron of Europe. In 2005 
Cardinal Ratzinger selected Benedict as the patron of his 
papacy, calling him the “fundamental reference point for 
European unity and a powerful reminder of the indispensa-
ble Christian roots of its culture and civilization.” “Bene-
dictines are known to be ‘a school of the service of the 
Lord’” (Pope Francis). 

Zoom web address: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138050856?

pwd=RzZtRi8xNjJtNHg4dnhNb2MzNzBEUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID 913 805 0856 

Password 811195 
Sun: 6:30 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 9:00 a.m. Mass @ Ss. Peter & Paul 

 10:30 a.m. Mass  

 12:00 noon Mass in Spanish 

Mon: 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 7:00 p.m. Mass  

Tues: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 11:30 a.m. Mass @ OSF St. Paul 

Wed: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Confession 

Thur: 7:00 a.m. Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Confession 

Fri: 7:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 

 8:00 a.m. Mass (8:15 when school is in session) 

Sat: 8:00 a.m. (First Saturday ONLY) 

 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Confession 

 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 4:00 p.m. Confession @ St. Theresa 

 5:00 p.m. Mass @ St. Theresa 



Saint Mary’s Altar Society 

It is picnic time for our 

members and guests. We will 

meet on Thursday, July 14th, at 

the northwest shelter by Lake 

Mendota, at 6 p.m. Members 

will be called regarding menu  

and meeting items. The cost will be $10.00 per 

person and payable that evening. The meal will be 

followed by a short meeting, and we will be 

finished by around 8 p.m. Discussion will be held 

regarding our booth at the Sweet Corn Festival in 

August. 

Bring your appetite and a friend so that we can 

enjoy a fun evening together. Any questions, 

please call 815-414-1644. Thanks, and I hope to see 

everyone on the 14th! 

Nancy Goble, President 

O God, who show the light of your truth 

to those who go astray, 

so that they may return to the right path, 

give all who for the faith they profess 

are accounted Christians 

the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the name 

of Christ 

and to strive after all that does it honor. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

from the Collect for Sunday, July 10, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Good Samaritan 

A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among rob-
bers, who also stripped him, and having wounded him, went away, leaving 
him half dead. That unfortunate man represents each one of us. 
We too have encountered robbers on our way. The world, the 
devil, and our passions have stripped and wounded us. Who can 
say that he does not have in his own soul some wound, more or 
less deep, left by temptation or sin? But, on our route, there was 
also a good Samaritan, rather the Good Samaritan par excel-
lence, Jesus, who, moved by compassion for our state, brought 
us help. With infinite love he bent over our open wounds, curing 
them with the oil and wine of his grace. The oil represents its 
gentleness and the wine its vigor. Then he took us in his arms 
and brought us to a safe place, that is, he entrusted us to the ma-
ternal care of the Church, to which he has consigned the price of 
our ransom, the fruit of his death on the cross. 

The parable of the good Samaritan thus delineates the story of 
our redemption, a story which is ever in action and which is re-
newed every time we draw near to Jesus, humbly and regretfully 
showing him the wounds of our souls. It is actuated in a very 
special way in the Mass, where Jesus presents to the Father the 
price of our salvation, and renews his immolation for our bene-
fit. We should go to Mass in order to meet him, the Good 
Samaritan, to invoke and receive his sanctifying action. The 
more we recognize our own misery and our need of redemption, 
the more will Jesus apply the fruits of redemption to us. When 
he comes to us in Holy Communion, he will heal our wounds, 
not only our exterior wounds, but our interior ones also, 
abundantly pouring into them the sweet oil and strengthening 
wine of his grace. 

This is how Jesus treats us, this is how he has treated mankind. 

FATHER GABRIEL OF SAINT MARY MAGDALEN, O.C.D. 

Father Gabriel of Saint Mary Magdalen († 1952) was a Belgian 
Carmelite priest, teacher, and spiritual director. 

 
 
 
 
 

Tri-County Opportunities Council has opportunities available for 

seniors to serve in local classrooms as Foster Grandparents this 

fall. Volunteers must be age 55 or over, meet income guidelines 

and have a love for children and the community. Volunteers 

receive a small stipend and transportation to help offset their 

investment to volunteer. Please call 815-625-7830, ext. 610 for 

more information or visit tcochelps.org  





Beginning with the Solemnity 
of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, we will provide a kneeler 

in order that the faithful may 
receive the Holy Eucharist in a 
kneeling position, if they so 
desire. 

“Over the centuries the Church 

has always characterized the 
moment of Holy Communion 
with sacredness and the great-
est respect, forcing herself con-
stantly to develop to the best of 

her ability external signs that 
would promote understanding  

of this great sacramental mystery. In her loving and pastoral 
solicitude the Church has made sure that the faithful receive 
Holy Communion having the right interior dispositions, among 
which dispositions stands out the need for the Faithful to com-

prehend and consider interiorly the Real Presence of Him Whom 

they are to receive. (See The Catechism of Pope Pius X, nn. 628 & 

636). The Western Church has established kneeling as one of the 
signs of devotion appropriate to communicants. A celebrated 

saying of Saint Augustine, cited by Pope Benedict XVI in n. 66 of 

his Encyclical Sacramentum Caritatus, (“Sacrament of Love”), 

teaches: “No one eats that flesh without first adoring it; we 

should sin were we not to adore it” (Enarrationes in Psalmos 99, 9). 

Kneeling indicates and promotes the adoration necessary before 
receiving the Eucharistic Christ. 

From this perspective, the then-Cardinal Ratzinger assured that: 
"Communion only reaches its true depth when it is supported 

and surrounded by adoration" [The Spirit of the Liturgy (Ignatius 

Press, 2000), p. 90]. For this reason, Cardinal Ratzinger maintain
-ed that “the practice of kneeling for Holy Communion has in its 
favor a centuries-old tradition, and it is a particularly expressive 
sign of adoration, completely appropriate in light of the true, real 
and substantial presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ under the 
consecrated species” [cited in the Letter "This Congregation" of 

the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments, 1 July 1, 2002]. 
https://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/details/
ns_lit_doc_20091117_comunione_en.html 

MASS is in Danger of Closing 

Each year, Mendota Area Senior Services sends a request for 

support to businesses and churches in our area. This year our 

request has taken an urgent turn. State and federal grant 

monies are behind, and donations from the community have 

declined. MASS is at a critical point and the Board of Direc-

tors will soon be faced with some difficult decisions. Services 

will need to be cut, or possibly shut down. 

As we approach the 44th birthday of Mendota Area Senior 

Services, it’s a time to reflect on 44 years of accomplishments 

and people that have been helped. We have continued to 

serve clients through our variety of programs and services. 

These include Transportation, Information & Assistance 

(Medicare), Outreach, Senior Center, Grocery Delivery, Care-

giver Assistance, and the engaged program, designed to help 

seniors stay connected. 

With this in mind, we are requesting that you consider a do-

nation which is affordable to you. We generate approximately 

45% of our budget through state and federal grants, and the 

remaining 55% is composed of gifts such as yours. 

Please consider a gift of support for our mission to help our 

senior citizens. We are a 501(c)3 tax deductible organization, 

and you can learn more about us at our website: 

www.mendotaareaseniorservices.org or contact us at 

815.538.7700. 

Respectfully, Rayanne Sester, Executive Director 
MASS Board of Directors  

 Ever think about being a priest? 

Discernment Retreat for the Diocese  

of Peoria 

July 17-20 High School Freshmen  

and Sophomores 

Peoria Notre Dame 

July 20-22 7th & 8th Graders 

Peoria Notre Dame 

If you know someone you think may be called, invite 

them to consider going on one of these weekends. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

The Big Picture 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (commonly 

known as the R.C.I.A.) is the normal way that adults 

become full active members of the Catholic Church. 

The R.C.I.A. is more than a “convert class” with a new 

name. It looks different too. Special rites are celebrated 

during the Sunday liturgies at various times throughout the 

year. Adults involved in the R.C.I.A. may be dismissed each 

week after the homily to go and reflect on the Scriptures 

they have heard. The R.C.I.A. involves the whole parish — 

in prayer, as the rites are celebrated; in hospitality, as new 

members are welcomed; and in specific ministries such as 

sponsor, team members or dismissal leader. 

The most important thing to keep in mind about the 

R.C.I.A. is this: it is not merely a new way to prepare adults 

for baptism; baptism is only one step. The goal of the 

process is full communion, which means “full, conscious 

and active participation” (Second Vatican Council, Constitution 

on the Sacred Liturgy, #14) in the Eucharist and in the whole 

life of the Catholic faith community. 

Many persons who want to join the Catholic Church 

have already been baptized in another Christian church. 

They will not be rebaptized. They will be guided to a 

deeper familiarity with Catholic teachings and prayer 

through a process adapted to the particular needs and 

concerns of Christians from another faith tradition. 

The RCIA process will begin anew on September 11,  

2022. If you, or someone you know is interested in 

learning more about what the Catholic Church 

teaches, or may want to become Catholic, please 

speak with any of the deacons or our priests, or call 

the parish office at 815.538.6151 for more information. 

 

 

 

 

Notes from a past RCIA candidate… 

1. How did you hear about the RCIA program? 

My daughter told me about it. I knew she went 

through with a friend some years ago. 

2. What prompted you to begin the journey? 

My husband and I have wanted to go to church for a 

long time, but I knew it would never happen if I didn’t 

join. Then a friend of mine called me to tell me she 

was going to sign up and take the classes. I wanted to 

become Catholic, to belong to the Church, to be able 

to participate and to understand what was going on, 

and mainly to receive the Eucharist, and not just 

receive a blessing. My husband lost two brothers last 

year, and that too, had me thinking about the 

shortness of life. I knew we needed to get right with 

God, and on November 1st, my journey began. 

3. What was your biggest take-away from our sessions? 

I had to wonder why it took me so long… We were 

married at St. Columba, our kids were baptized at St. 

Columba and took their CCD classes at Holy Cross. I 

was scared; I didn’t think I could do it. I thought the 

Catholic Church was intimidating. I was wrong. A lot 

of people came up to me and said “Welcome Home” 

and that meant a lot. 

4. What would you say to someone considering joining 

the Catholic Church? 

I would say if you are thinking about joining the 

Church, just do it. There is no better time than now 

while it is on your mind. Don’t put it off. Like one of 

the videos said, “God is waiting for you. Even in all of 

your ugliness, He is waiting for you.” 



Please let our office know if you 

are celebrating a 25th or 50th 

Anniversary of Marriage this year. 

The diocese is planning a special 

Mass for all 25th & 50th 

Anniversary couples. 

Never let us put aside the thought of our ultimate aim. 

And what is this ultimate aim? To know God, principally, 
is why he conceived our days, our years. Therefore, let us 
try to never forget this ultimate aim, for everything 

depends on it. And for what reason? To serve him with 
faith, with love, and with constancy. Let us 
try to excel in all of this, then. Since God 
created us for love, he takes care of us for 

love, and for love he has promised us the 
prize. 

~Saint Padre Pio 

Born around 1221 in the Tuscan region of Italy, 
Bonaventure entered the Friars Minor in 1243. As minister 
general, he solidified the order in a time of growth. 
Bonaventure lived humility, poverty, and single-minded 
devotion to Christ as a learned teacher and cardinal 
archbishop. A story is told of the day the papal legates 

arrived at the Franciscan house in Florence to bring 
Bonaventure the cardinal’s red hat. Bonaventure was 
within, washing dishes. In obedience to the rule, he 

finished before receiving the visitors. Bonaventure died in 
1274 and was named a Doctor of the Church in 1588. 

OSF Medical Group - Family Medicine 
1405 E 12th St. | Suite 600 1404 Washington Street 
Mendota, IL | (815) 538-7200 Mendota, IL | (815) 538-1825 

  

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

The 2022 Daily Dollars are here! 
~ A great gift-giving idea ~ 

A chance to win money and help our school! 

† From Hope Life Center: 
Cady came to us planning to abort. She told us she is now 

planning to parent! Praise God! 

† Shanenne is feeling pressure to abort. Please pray! 

† Amee came to us at risk for abortion. Please pray! 

† Pray for Sherry Backhold, who is mourning the recent loss 

of her brother. 

† Pray for Jan, who has been able to return home after a stay 

in the hospital. Pray for a full recovery 

† It is imperative that we keep storming heaven with our 

prayers to end the evil that is abortion in our society, and 

in our country. People who are Pro-Life are so grateful 

that the Supreme Court has finally overturned the 

erroneously enacted Roe v. Wade. Unfortunately, about 

half of the states in this country are still very much in 

favor of abortion—with Illinois being among the top, most 

liberal states regarding making abortion available at every 

stage of pregnancy. It is evil in our world and we need to 

pray that it is eradicated forever. 

*Remember, if you have prayer intentions, please 

call Nancy Kaiser at 815.539.6656. You can also 

sign up to get them immediately as they come in 

by joining the Prayer Chain on Flocknote. Call the 

parish office for more information. 

"God does not despise these hidden struggles with ourselves, so much 

richer in merit because they are unseen: ‘The patient man is better than 

the valiant and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh cities.’ (Prov. 

xvi. 32). By our little acts of charity practiced in the shade we convert 

souls far away, we help missionaries, we win for them abundant alms, 

and by that means build actual dwellings both spiritual and materials 

for our Eucharistic Lord."    ~ Saint Thérèse of Lisieux 




